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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. V. 1850. No. 1. 



Newark, May IQth, 1850. 
The Society met this day at 1 1 o'clock in their room in the Library 
Building, — the President in the chair ; the Hon. James Parker, 
Vice President, being also present 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, the Corres* 
ponding Secretary laid upon the table a large number of letters re- 
ceived since January, drawing attention particularly to communica- 
tions from the Rev. George Pierson, of Florida, N. Y. ; Rev. Thomas 
Rob BINS, D. D. of Haittford, Conn. ; A. L. Elwyn, M. D., of Philadel- 
phia ; Hon. Rich'd S. Coxe, and Messrs. Peter Force and J. F. 
Caldwell, of Washington city ; Edward D. Mansfield, Esq., Rev. 
S. W. Fisher, and Mr, Edward Mills, of Cincinnati ; Rev. Ste- 
phen DoDD, of East Haven, Conn. ; Messrs. Joskph H. Crane, of 
Dayton, and A. B. Norton, of Mount Vernon, Ohio : M. Alex. Vat- 
tbmark, Hon. George Bancroft, and Messrs. A. B. Durand and 
Charles A. Davis, of New York ; Mr. Thos. D. James, of Albany ; 
Messrs. Peter Lott, of Quincy, 111., Alex. Hamilton, of St Louis, 
Mo., and Rev. E. Fairchild, D. D. — ^in acknowledgment of their 
election as Corresponding or Honorary members ; and from the Amer. 
Phil. Society — Missouri Hist Society — Regents of N. Y. University, 
and other institutions on matters connected with the operations of the 
Society. He also stated that since the Annual Meeting the engraved 
diplomas for the Honorary, Corresponding, and Life Members of the 
Society had been distributed, and he had received from many of them 
1 
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renewpd expressions of interest in the welfare of the Society, and from 
the Corresponding members (who by the Tjylaws must be natives of 
the State,) assurances of undiminished attachment to New Jersey and 
her institutions. 

The Library was represented to be in a flourishing condition, re- 
ceiving frequent additions from donation^ as well as from purchases of 
rare works. 

The Treasurer reported a balance of cash in his hands of $255 
19. 

Hon. Wm. A.^Duer, from the Committee on Publications, reported 
upon the condition of the Society's Periodical, and drew attention to 
its financial condition^ requesting some directions from the Society 
in regard thereto. 

Its continuation seemed actually necessary to the welfare and 
growth of the Society, and it was proper to consider whether it should 
become a tax upon the general treasury and be gratuitously distribu- 
ted to the paying members^ or continue to be issued under existing 
regulations. 

After some discussion the subject was referred to the Executive 
Committee for their examination and decision. 

Reports from Committees on Monumental Inscriptions being called 
for, Mr. Whitehead presented those of Woodbridge and Piscatatcay, 
comprising all in the Cemetenes of those to^ns of dates prior to 1800, 
(excepting one cemetery in Piscataway not yet obtained,) and also, 
handsomely bound, the volume mostly prepared under the direction of 
late Recording Secretary, Dr. John S. Condit, and fully completed 
by his family ; containing the Inscriptions in Newark, Beileville and 
Orange, This volume excited much attention, from its completeness^ 
fac similes of many of the most ancient inscriptions being given. 

In the absence of the other members, Mr. Whitehead also 
submitted a report from the Committee appointed to memorialize the 
Legislature relative to the Colonial Documents abroad, and to urge 
the procuring of copies of the Minutes of Council and Assembly, which 
the State is now v^ithout 

The subject was brought before the Legislature at its last session, 
but in the House of Assembly received no attention, and in the Sen- 
ate, after a reference to the Judiciary Committee, there were only tito 
votes recorded in favor of the project Such a result, particularly as 
tiie subject had been before the Legislature for several years, seemed 
to render further action on the part of the Society, in that direction^ 
injodioious. 
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It was to be regretted that the exertions of the Society to rescue 
from oblivion the early history of the State should not receive the 
countenance and consideration of the Legislature, but even should 
they be for any reason withheld, it would yet seem just to acknow- 
ledge the services rendered ; he, however had the disagreeable duty to 
perform of announcing to the Society that at the last session, the 
House of Assembly adopted a series of resolutions in which the Socie- 
ty and its members were, very unnecessarily, alluded to in most un- 
courteous terms, and in a manner calculated, beyond the precin ts of 
the State, to interfere with the present high standing and influence of 
the institution ; and under these circumstances he deemed it advisable 
that the committee should be discharged. 

Which, on motion of Mr. David A. Hayes, was accordingly done. 

Mr. DuRYBE, from the Committee charged with the management 
and expenditure of the Colonial Fund — ^reported that no change had 
been made in the condition of the Fund ; no additional subscriptions 
having been received, or disbursements made since the last meeting. 
The Committee were in daily expectation of hearing from Mr. Ste- 
vens that he had completed the Analytical Index to the papers in the 
English Archives, in the preparation of which he had been employed. 

'J'he Nominating Committee then reported the names of sundry 
gentlemen as Resident, Corresponding, and Honorary Members; who 
were all duly elected, and furtber nominations received. 

Judge Ogden submitted with some remarks the following resolu« 
tion, which was adopted — 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publications make a report at 
the next meeting as to what materials are in the possession of the 
Society for another volume of " Collections, " and whether it is ad- 
visable or not to publish one this year. 

On motion of Hon. Wm. A. Duer, it was 

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Society be held at Mob- 
HisTowN, on Thursday, the 12th of September next, and that the 
members residing there be a Committee to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

Mr. Whitehead submitted for the inspection of the members a 
number of sketches and drawings in Pencil and India Ink, by John 
Watson, — the first Limner, of whose establishment in America we 
have any knowledge. They were, with only a few exceptions, minia- 
ture likenesses of persons living at that time, most of them originals^ 
and some, in pencil, beautifully finished. Mr. W. read a brief sketch 
of the artist, embodying what little information tradition has preserved 
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respecting him. He resided in Amboy to which place he came from 
Scotland in 1715, and died there in 1786. From the miniatures ex- 
hibited, it was evident he had a reputation beyond the limits of the 
Province, for besides some of the members of the Schuyler, Johnson 
and Leslie^families of New Jersey ; — there were likenesses of Gov. 
Burnet and lady, of New York, of Governor Keith, of Pa., Governor 
Spotteswood, of Va., and various personages from the West Indies 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. David A. HAYEs'presented in behalf of Mr. J. Robertson an 
original letter addressed to Aaron Burr, congratulating him upon his 
marriage: — and also a copy of the Cypher used by Burr in his corres- 
pondence. 

President Kino of Columbia College, presented in behalf of M. 
Vattemare, "L'AfRteaux Moeurs des Sauvages de I'Amerique da 
Nord," in 4 vols., with plates, together with a number of reports, pro- 
ceedings dec. approving the system of International Exchange, pub- 
lished by order of Congress, the States of New York, Massachusetts, 
and New Hampshire, and the Common Councils of Boston, New 
York, and Washington. 

After some reniarks referring to the services of Mr. Vattemare, and 
to recent attempts to impugn his motives, Mr. King offered the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Historical Society be and they 
are hereby tendered to M. Alexandre Vattemare for the additional evi- 
dence now received from him of his continued interest in the labors 
and desire to promote the objects of this Society. 

— That we have witnessed with pain and mortification the impu- 
tations cast upon the character and motives of the mission to which 
M. Vattemare has devoted himself, and that we take pleasure in re- 
newing the expression of our admiration of his beneficent system of 
International Exchange, and of entire confidence in the integrity of 
his motives and conduct. 

— That a copy of these resolutions, duly authenticated by the ofli- 
cers of the Society, be transmitted to M. Vattemare. 

Mr. C. Parker seconded the resolutions, and alluded to the al- 
leged want of authority on the part of M. Vattemare to act as agent 
for the French or any other Government; showing that that gentle- 
man had never pretended to act in any thing like a diplomatic charac- 
ter, and exjH^ssing his regret at the character of the proceedings of 
the House of Assembly in regard to him. 

Mr. GiFFORD, while according to M. Vattemare due credit for his 
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distinguished services and acquitting him of any improper motives^ 
doubted the policy of the Society's adopting the second resolution'^ 
He conceived it better to restrict the action of the Society to an 
expression of thanks for benefits received, and not, by assuming: 
an antagonistic position, become involved in any unpleasant discus- 
sions. 

Hon. James Parkeb, Vice President, spoke warmly in favor of 
the resolutions. They were called for in justice, not only to Mr. 
Vattemare, but to all who, like himself, had been grieved at the 
discredit which the proceedings referred to had cast upon the 
State. 

After some further remarks from Judge Duer, and Dr. FEimiNo- 
Tox — who read passages from several documents to show that, 
although not holding an official station under the French Goven> 
ment Mr. V's agency had been distinctly recognized by the Minis- 
ters of the several departments, — the Resolutions were adopted. 

The CoRRESPONDtNG Secretary announced the receipt of a num- 
ber of valuable papers from Aaron Ogden Dayton, Esq., of Washing- 
ton City, which had belonged to his grandfather. Gen. Elias Dayton ;. 
and from them, selected and read, the Reply of Baron Steuben, to the 
address of the officers of the New Jersey Line, at the close of the 
Revolution, and also the orders received by Gen. (then Colonel) Day- 
ton, in 1776, from Generals Schuyler and Sullivan, on proceeding to- 
Johnstown, New York, for the purpose of making Sir John Johnston 
prisoner. The Secretary read in connection therewith some extracts 
from Lieut Elmer's Journal,* showing how these orders were execu- 
ted. 

The Society then took a recess until 2 o'clock to attend, by invita- 
tion, the exhibition of the New Jersey Art Union. 

On reassembling, Johh R. Brodhead, Esq., read a despatch sent 
by Governor Slaughter, of New York, to the Secretary of the Board 
of Trade, referring to the proceedings against Leisler in 1690 — ac- 
companying the reading with some remarks upon the value of the New 
Jersey, documents in the English archives, and expressing a hope that 
the legislature would adopt measures to obtain them. 

A discussion ensued upon the propriety of presenting the subject 

* Publithed in the 3d volume of the Society's Proceedings. 
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again to that body, which was/participated in by Messrs. Field, Gif- 
ford, Bradley, Whitehead and others and finally postponed. 
At half-past 3, the Society took a recess for dinner. 

THE DINNER. 

The dinner was served at the City Hotel at half-past three o'clock, 
the President presiding, with Major Gen. Winfibld Scott upon 
his right, President Charles Kino, of Columbia College, on the 
left, Uie Rev. Dr. Bbthune, of Philadelphia, Mr. Brodhead and 
other distinguished gentlemen occupying seats in the immediate vicini- 

ty- • 

The usual viands having been disposed of, the President rose and 
alluded to the absence of one of the earliest and most active members 
of the Society, who, he believed, had never before been detained from 
any of the regular meetings — William B. Kinney, — and proposed— 

" The health of our newly appointed Charge to Sardinia." 

The Hon. Charles Kinq, promptly rose to respond. Asa friend of 
the gentleman who had just been honored, and who for the first time 
since the organization of the Society is not present at its meeting — 
being detained by higher orders at Washington — he felt that he had 
a right to speak for him on this occasion, and return his acknowledge- 
ments. He would thus only express his own feelings, as well as those 
of the mass of the community here, associated as was the name of Mr. 
K. with the advocacy of true patriotism and devotion to the cause of 
Literature and Science. And while he gave this tribute to the char- 
acter of his friend he might say with propriety, that no' appointment 
by the administration embodied more eminent qualifications for the 
post to which he had succeeded. In conclusion, Mr. King spoke of 
his own removal from the state, but still claimed for himself the honor 
of being a Jerseyman, which was received with much applause, 

Hon. W. A. Duer proposed — 

**The Army and Navy of the United States." 

The announcement of this toast brought to his feet Major General 
Winfield Scott, who was received with hearty and prdonged marks 
of welcome. 

He desired to return his most sincere thanks individually for the com- 
pliment just paid him, and as the senior oflicer of one of the branches of 
our national defence to which allusion had been made, he felt that he 
might take the liberty of responding to the honor conferred upon the 
Army, which, though it had been called upon to represent the dignity 
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and honor of its country abroad, in foreign countries, had never Allied 
to folly sustain its mission with fidelity, «nd its own high reputation 
for prowess and vigor upon the field of battle. It had carried with 
it the influence of civilization — the civilization of Christianity — of the 
morality and wisdom which are taught in our schools, our colleges 
and our churches of religion. Though it had been the fate of that 
army to march through blood to victory, yet its course has not been 
disgraced by a single outrage which can bring a blush to the cheek of 
an American citizen. 

The Army was a part and parcel of our common country itself, and 
devoted to all her best interests, her people and her institutions. He 
again and again returned his thanks for the honor done to that brave 
and patriotic body, and concluded with the following toast; 

" In all future time may our Representatives and Officers imitate 
those of New Jersei/, in the Revolutionary War, " 

The applause which succeeded, having subsided. 

The President rose, saying that he knew of no person present who 
could claim the right to respond to the toast which had just been 
given, unless, perhaps, it might be his venerable friend opposite, Hon. 
Jas. Parker, (laughter, in which Mr. Parker heartily joined.) As for 
himself, it is true he was a seventy-sixer ; but it arose from the cir- 
cumstance of his having been bom in '76, instead of having fought 
the battles of his country at that time. He was no fighter, and never 
had been. He was a man of peace — ^and he wished in his heart that 
the whole military establishment could be abolished— ^that there might 
be no more wars — no more blood shed upon the earth — no more 
armies — no more injustice — no more prisons or jails. But he believed 
that he should express the unanimous sentiment of the company pre- 
sent when he said, what he did say from the bottom of his heart, that 
if we were to have any more wars, he desired to have no person at 
the head of our armies but his friend at his left, (Gen. Scott) The 
direct and frank utterance of this home-felt sentiment was loudly re- 
sponded to by the whole table. 

Mr, A. GiFFORP then rose, and remarked that as our Society re- 
ceived with peculiar interest whatever tends to the promotion of union 
and the cause of civil liberty, he had heard with much pleasure the 
tribute that had been so appropriately bestowed on one branch of our 
conservatism — " the army of the United States," — which had called 
out so feeling a response from our distinguished guest. He would 
beg leave to mention another arm of our strength — the Judiciary ;^ 
it is true, he said, the lawyers are sometimes charged with being a 
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^^ublesome fiet of men, and yet it is said they did some service at the 
period of the revolution. However that may be, they hold a whole- 
some check in the establishment of that great system which is so well 
adapted to harmonize the several parts of our government, and effect 
the administration of justice. I see near me one who, as Chief Jus- 
tice of our Supreme Court, has honorably filled the measure of many 
years in that high vocation,* and it is our pleasure to have with us 
another distinguished member of that Court, who has but lately com« 
menced his course, with great promise of credit to himself and use- 
fulness to the public. I give you — 
** The Judiciary of New Jersey** 

Hon. £. B. D. Ogdbn, one of the Justices of our Supreme Court, 
being evidently alluded to in the latter part of Mr. G's remarks, re- 
sponded, and gave — 
" The Clergy r 

The Rev. Dr. Bbthunb in responding to die toast enchained the 
attention of the audience with a most felicitous speech. 

He said that, in conformity to the usages of society on such oc- 
casions, he felt himself bound to acknowledge the compliment paid to 
the body of which he was a member. In this country, for the first 
time in the history of the world, the clergy and the religion which it 
is their business to teach, are put on their proper footing in society : 
for always elsewhere they have been either opposed or oppressed by 
persecution, or, what is tenfold more fatal to Ibeir vitality and useful- 
ness, have sufiTered from a benumbing alliance with the State. This 
alliance, he held, had never been sought by the church ; but all history 
shows, that the administrators of the civil power, wherever such al- 
liance had been efi^ected, have themselves uniformly, in the first in- 
stance, brought about such connexion. Tliis point he enforced by 
prominent examples in history. Here, on the contrary, the church 
stands alone on the broad principles of the gospel which gave it 
birtii-*-acknowledging Jesus Christ alone as its head, and salvation 
through his name. Then changing his subject to one which he deem- 
ed particularly pertinent to the present occasion, he alluded to the 
benefits that such Societies as this confer, not only by rescuing memo- 
rials of the past from oblivion, but by catching, and, as it where 
daguerreotyping, the fleeting present, and transmitting it to posterity 
in all the freshness of truth. 

In other times, from the want of such faithful and impartial testi- 
mony, how much misr^resentation may not have been made ? Aris- 

* The President— Ex-Chief Justice Hornblower. 
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tides, for instance, has come down to posterity wilii tbe snmame of 
" the Just" Now, who knows but he may have been some pragmati- 
cal old fellow, always disagreeing with every body, and always 
wrong, but who, somehow or other, contrived to get the ear of the 
historian? (great laughter.) Other hiiinorous illustrations of this 
point, most happily conceived and pr6<}uced, were given by the 
speaker. 

There were many things in our revolutionary history no doubt, 
proud as we may feel of its general character, which, if accurate- 
ly known, would put a construction upon some men and some 
transactions very different from that which they have commonly 
received: although there were some accounts connected with that 
history, which transpired in New Jersey, concerning which no such 
question could be made. The glorious fields of Trenton, Princeton, 
and Monmouth — that trinity of names hallowed in the association of 
freemen, — could never be mentioned without exciting a thrill of grati- 
tude and pride in the American bosom. Here was maintained the 
struggle which '' turned the tide of war." But he considered the 
office of the Society in regard to the living present, even more im- 
portant, than in that of collecting the scattered memorials of the past. 
He was glad to see that other State Societies had followed the ex- 
ample of this, in collecting and preserving the passing newspaper, in 
which the picture of the times actually breathes with life ; and con- 
gratulated the Society in the privilege it possessed of storing up the 
diurnal sheets of such a press as New Jersey — Newai^ in particular 
— could boast 

In conclusion, the Rev'^ speaker said that he supposed that more 
people had been transported with pleasure in the State of New Jersey^- 
(the laughter that followed drowned the conclusion of the sentence, 
but the remark was presumed to be prompted by the presence of Mr. 
Jackson, the Vice Preddent and Superintendent of the New Jersey 
Rail Road, who was seated near Dr. B.) After the commotion had 
subsided, Dr. B. gave as a toast: 

" New Jersey— jpo^, present, and future/^ 

Tbe concluding toast was given by Richabd S. Field, Eso. of 
Princeton — ^''The Union: It must and shall he preserved,'' Mr. 
F. enforced the sentiment by a brief and earnest appeal to the patri- 
otism of all present The company then separated^ highly pleased 
with the entertainment of which they had partaken. 
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EVENING MEETING. 

In the evening, at 8 o'clock, the Society again met, and the Rer. 
George W. Bethune, D. D., read a paper before a large acrdience 
of ladies and gentlemen npon " Holland, and the Holtcmders^ — show- 
ing the rise and progress of free institutions among them, giving their 
history, dec. &c. 

On motion of Judge Duer, die thanks of the Society were directed 
to be returned to Dr. Bethune for his interesting lecture ; and then the 
Society adjourned to meet at Morristown, on Thursday, the 12th of 
September next. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, May 16th, 1850. 

FROM CHARLES A. DAVIES, ESQ. 

New York, Feb*y 27, 1850. 
My dbak Sir, — 

I have been made very happy by the act of your letter informing 
me of the honor done me by electing me a corresponding member of 
the Historical Society of New Jersey, and handing me at same time 
a beautifully executed Certificate, as evidence of the facL 

If I needed any thing to increase my pride in beiog a " native bom" 
of New Jersey or to add strength to the links that bind me to my 
native state — this kind act on the part of its Historical Society, would 
soffice. 

But I take the occasion, whilst expressing my deep gratitude, to 
express also my equally deep regret that I must prove a very inadi- 
quate member — ^for by reasons and causes far beyond my control, 
I was so early separated from the state of my birth, and have been so 
long separated from it, that I can contribute little if any thing to the 
stock of Historical information which the society seeks to accumu- 
late. — I shall not however neglect my obligations — and shall not be 
idle in gathering some items which may contain some interest — ^I shall 
take an early occauon to pay my personal respects to the Society and 
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acquaint myself as to the best manner my humble services may be 
made useful, and how far some " old records of times past " may be 
acceptable — rwhich are in my possession. 

I believe it is an admitted fact, that success in any calling in life 
grows out of some features of superior intelligence, tact,industry and 
sagacity, over those with whom we may be thrown in life to combat 
for success — it is pretty clear to my mind that I owe what measure of 
success I enjoy to an early recognition of this fact — ^and is the best 
reason I can assign for having been, as early, sent out of the state of 
New Jersey — in/o other communities. Therefore it was not the absence 
of state love, so much as the absence of other requisites that rendered 
a separation expedient ; and I am the more convinced of its truth, as in 
all my travels at home and abroad (and the extent has not been 
limited,) I dont think I ever fell in with a New Jerseyman who did 
not at least " hold his own " in whatever calling he threw himself — 
and most frequently "a little ahead'* — showing very clearly that how- 
ever severe the competition at home, in his own native stale — his qualifi- 
cations found le^s in other communities ; — and therein is involved as 
high a compliment as I can well pay to my native state and the best 
reason why I did not remain a permanent resident there. But no 
matter where — and no matter under what circumstances I may have 
been — my state pride has been like the mountain first and last seen by 
the seafarer in this vicinity, " Neversink" — ^and " Ubique patriam remi- 
nisei,'* — has ever been my motto. 

Thus much then as to being " of and not in " New Jersey. And 
recuiTing to the honor done me, I beg to avail of the occasion to ex- 
press my high personal esteem for the worthy President of tlie Society 
— whose name was " a house-hold word" of my family, and as familiar 
to me as my own from childhood. His preeminent success in an 
arduous profession— on the soil which gave him birth, when tested by 
the adage I have alluded to — cleaves nothing to be said in commenda- 
ling of his intrinsic merit. 

I hope soon to be able to make the personal acquaintance of the 
other officers of the society — and to assure them and yourself of my 
esteem and regard. 

Very respectfully Yr. Obi Servi, 

CH. AUG'S. DAVIES. 

To W. A. Whitehead, Esqr. 

Historical Society of New Jersey, Newark. 
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FROM HON. RICHARD S. COXE. 

Washington, March 12, 1850. 
Sir,— 

I have the honor to acknowledge ihe receipt of your very accept* 
able letter announcing to me my election as a corresponding member 
of the New Jersey Historical Society, accompanied with a certificate 
of membership. It would afford me great pleasure to attend one or 
more of the meetings of the Society and to become acquainted with 
its proceedings. The interest which I feel in the welfare and pros- 
perity of my native State and in her pa^t and present history, seems 
to increase with years and to be augmented by my separation from the 
scenes of early life, and every reminiscence of me from New Jersey, 
affords me the heartiest gratulation. 

Very respectfully. Yours Sue., 

RICH. S. COXE. 

W. A. Wbitbhbad, Esq. 



FROM JOSEPH H. CRANE, ESQ. 

Dayton, {Ohio) March 13, 1850. 
Dear Sir, — 

I received yesterday your letter of the 25th Feb. last, informing me 
that I was elected on May 7th, 1846, a corresponding member of the 
New Jersey Historical Society, together with an authenticated certi- 
ficate of membership. I receive this intelligence with deep and grate- 
ful feeling. Though I left my native state in early life, and have until 
now, on the verge of old age, found my home in Ohio, I still remember 
the scenes of my youth, I shall cherish while memory lasts the recol- 
lection that I am connected by birth and early training, with one of the 
old thirteen States which weathered the storms of the Revolution, bore 
her full share of all the perils and of all the glories of that eventful 
p:riod, was among the foremost to establish the noble fabric of our 
constitution, has hitherto sustained it with faith and loyalty, and will 
never abandon it in the hour of trial and danger. If in any way I 
can be of any use to the Society, of which I am honored by being a 
corresponding member, I shall be most happy to avail myself of the 
opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JOSEPH k CRANE. 

W. A. Whitshead, Esq., Corresponding Secretary. 
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FROM AARON O. DAYTON, ESQ. 

WashingUm, May 8, 1850. 
Sib,— 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a certificate of my 
having been elected a corresponding member of the "New Jersey 
Historical Society/' transmitted with your letter of 25th of February 
last I shall not fail to avail myself of every opportunity that may 
offer, to promote the views of an Institution so generously and use- 
fully engaged in rescuing from destruction the remaining materials for 
illustrating the history of a state whose early annals are not exceeded 
in importance and interest by those of any of her sisters in the confe- 
deracy, — a state endeared to me by associations and recollections that 
can never fade ; which was the home of my ancestors, and which, after 
many years of absence, I am proud still to call my own home. 

I transmit a few papers, which the Society may perhaps be willing 
to accept. Although they throw little or no direct light upon the 
history of New Jersey, they will, I trust, be received as connected 
with the military career of one of her sons. General Elias Dayton, who 
served his country faithfully during the Revolution, and who, before 
the close of the war, was honored with the command of the Jersey 
Brigade. He had two horses shot under him while defending the 
soil of his own state, and a third at the battle of Germantewn. I 
hope it may be in my power at some future period to present to the 
Society a short sketch of his life. The papers now sent include his 
several commissions, from the grade of Ensign to that of Major 
General. There is also among them a brief Journal which he kept 
on an expedition against the Indians in the vicinity of Detroit, in 
the year 1764; and there are some notes of the battles of Brandy- 
wine and Germantown and the siege of Yorktown, made by him 
at the periods when those events occurred. Captain Asgill, to 
whom some of the papers relate, was the young British Officer who 
was detained by Gen. Washington in retaliation for the death of 
Huddy. He was released through the intercession of the Queen of 
France, and his death was announced in the English papers a few 
years since as that of Lieutenant General, Sir Charles Asgill, Baronet, 
A narration of the circumstances of his detention and release is con- 
tained in " Thatcher's Memoirs." 

The reply, which I transmit, of Baron Steuben to an address pre- 
sented to him by the officers of the Jersey Line, at the close of the 
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Revolulion, vfiU be regarded by the Society, I think, as possessing 
peculiar interest. 

I am. Sir, Very respectfully. Your obed. Serv., 

A. O. DAYTON. 
W. A. Whitehead, Esq. 

Corresponding Secretary of the " New Jersey Historical Society'* 



MAJOR GENERAL BARON STUEBEN, 

To the Officers of. the New Jersey Line, 
from the original presented to the society by a. o. dayton, esq. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have received the address with which you have been pleased to 
honor me, and am sensibly affected by your generous sentiments 
towards me. I hope you will do me the justice to believe that I 
reciprocate your affectionate expressions in the fullest manner pos- 
sible. 

A desire of fame was my ruling motive for visiting America, but 
when I saw so many brave, so many good men encountering every 
species of distress for the cause of their country, the course of my 
ambition was changed, and my only wish was to be linked in the chain 
of friendship with those supporters of their country, and to render 
that country which had given birth to so many patriots, every service 
in my power. If my labors have tended to advance the interest of 
the United States, to you, Gentlemen, and to the officers of the Ameri- 
can Army, are they indebted. Your approbation gave a value to my 
instructions, and your attention to discipline has justly given you that 
character as military men which you enjoy. 

The Representatives of the United States know, and when it shall 
be in their power, I have not the least doubt but that they will reward, 
the merit of the Army, and make them return to private life as happy 
as it is honorable ; but while this idea gives me pleasure, I am sensibly 
pained at the recollection that the amiable, the worthy Colonel Bar- 
ber has, by an untimely death, been prevented enjoying with you the 
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reward of his virtues. Your goodness will pardon — will applaud this 
tribute paid to the memory of a man who was an ornament to your 
line, to the Army, and to America. 

Our peculiar situation at the moment of parting, prevented my tak* 
ing leave of you, but I hope the officers of the New Jersey line will 
receive my sincere wishes for their happiness, and thanks for the 
friendship with which they honor me — a friendship founded in virtue, 
and which it shall be my constant endeavor to preserve inviolate. 

With sentiments dictated by respect and the warmest attachment, I 
have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

My 19/A, 1783. STEUBEN, Maj. Gen'l U. S. A. 

The Hon'ble Brigadier Gen. Dayton, and the officers of the line of 

New Jersey. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED MAY 16th, 1850. 



Fr(m ihe United States, — State Papers of the 2d session of the 30th 

Congress of the United States. 19 vols. 8vo. 
Fr(ym the American Antiquarian Society, — Proceedings of that Society 

at its Annual Meeting Oct. 23, 1849. 
From Regents of the University of the State of New York. — Docu- 
mentary History of New York by E. B. O'Callaghan, M. D. 2nd 

volume. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Catalogue of the New York State Library. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Ist, 2d and 3d Annual Reports of the Regents of the University of 

N. Y. on the condition of the State Cabinet of Natural History. 

Reports of Trustees of N. Y. State Library for the years 1845, 

1846 and 1850. 
Fiom the American Philosophical Society, — ^Proceedings of the 

Society, Oct 1849 to March 1850. 
From the Maryland Historical Society. — Report of the President of 

the Society at its Annual Meeting for 1850. 
From Prof. A. D. Bac/ie, Svperintendent of Coast Survey. — Map of 

Nantucket Harbor. 

Map of Huntington Bay. 
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Map of Harbors of Captain's Island East and West. 
" " Harbors of Sheffield's Island and Cawlkin's Island. 
" « Mouth of Chester River. 
From Wm, A, Whitehead, — Report of the Case of Thos. Kearny and 
others t?*. John S. Taj lor and others in Circuit Court of U. S. for 
District of N. Jersey. 
Benezet's Short Account of the Quakers. 
Spirit of Missions for 1849. 
From Hon, James G. King, — Report from Acting Secretary of Trea- 
sury communicating Report of Commissioner of General Land 
Office. 

Annual Message from President U. States, with accompanying 
Documents, 1840-50. 
Other Congressional Documents. 
From Wm. H, MoU, Esq. — Seven MSS. Sermons by Rev. L. P. Bay- 
ard, preached in Trinfty Church, Newark. 
Incomplete Files of the St John's Gazette from 1800 to 1812. 
From Sam*l H, Congar. — Aitkin's General Register and Calendar for 
the year 1774. 

Abstract of the Proceedings of Corporation for the Relief of Wid- 
ows and Children of Clergymen of the Church of England in 
America, 1773. 

Churchman's Magazine, 3 Nos. 1810-11. 
Newark Gazette for Jan. 23, 1798, and Jan. 1, 1799. 
From Jacob Johnson, — A id en's N. J. Register for 1811. 

Incomplete Minutes of tne N. York Baptist Association, (includmg 
the Baptist Churches in N. J.) from 1806 to 1825. 
N. Jersey Supreme Court Reports for 1834. 
Private Acts of General Assembly of N. J. 1823. 
Journal of Council N. J. 1833. 
Printed Copy of Will of Gen. Washington. 
Citizens and Farmers' Almanac, 1821. 
From Nicholas Booraem, Esq, New Brunswick, — A box containing 
Jcarnals of Proceedings, Public and Private Acts of Legislature of 
N. Jersey, and Manuscript Records of Courts in Middlesex, &c. 
From Sam' I H, Pennington, —By-Laws and Annual Reports of New 
Jersey Lunatic Asylum, 1848 and '49. 
Report of the State Superintendent of Public Schools. 
Address before the Medical Society of New Jersey. 
Dr. Griscom's Address before Burlington Bible Society. 
Smidry Pamphlets. 
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From Jeptha R. Simms, FvUomnUe, Neui York — ^Trappc$rs of N. York : 
a Biography of Nicholas Stoner and Nathl Foster, by J. R. Sirnms. 
History of Schoharie Co. and Border Wars of New York, by the 
same. 
The American Spy : a Tale of the Revolution, by the same. 

From Alex. B. Thompson, N. York. — Charter, Constitution, and By- 
Laws of St. Nicholas Society. 

MSS. Notices of the Baldwin Family, with Correspondence reU- 
tive thereto. 

JFVom Thomas D. James, Esq., Albany, N. York. — ^The Documentary 
History of New York, by Dr. O'Callaghan. 2 vols. 8vo. 

From John Warren, Esq., N, York. — ^Petitions and Memorials of the 
Proprietors of East and West Jersey, to the Legislature, &o. 

From J. H. TrumbuU, Esq., Connecticut. — Colonial Records of Con- 
necticut. 1 vol. 8vo. 

From David A. Hayes, Esq. — Two Discourses occasioned by the 
Death of Gen. Washington, delivered in Newark, by Uzal Ogden, 
D.D. 

From Hon. Ira C, Whitehead. — General Orders of Revolutionary 
Army from May 1, 1782, to Aug. 22, 1782, in 1 MS. voL 
Brigade Artillery Orders from July 1, to Nov. 18, 1799, in 1 MS, 
voL Both from Papers of the late Gen. Doughty. 

From Col. J. D. Graham, TJ. S. Topographical Engineers. — Message 
of Governor of Pennsylvania transmitting Reports of Joint Com- 
missioners and Col. Graham in relation to the Boundary Lines be- 
tween the States of Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. 

From R. Nicholas, Esq., Flanders, N. J. — Journal of Provincial Con- 
gress, 1765. 

Journal of Provincial Congress and Committee of Safety, 1775. 
Address by Hoiv Lewis Condict, at Morristown, July 4, 1823. 
Trial of Alex. MoLeod for Murder of Amos Durfee and Burning 
Steamer Caroline, <Skc. 
Sundry Congressional and Legislative Pamphlets, Speeches, &c. 

From Hon. J. C. Hornblower. — History of North Carolina, by Dr. 
Hugh Williamson. 2 vols. 8vo. 

From Heirs of J. S. Howland, through Mr. Gttties, of New York. — 
Files (more or less complete) for several years, of New York Eve- 
ning Post, Journal of Commerce, N. York Times, Mercantile Ad- 
vertiser, N. York Gazette, N. York Tribune, N. Y. Sun, Evening 
Star, and other N. York Papers. 

From David J. SmaU, Newark. — A Washington Copper of 1783. 
3 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



18 

From Archer Gifford^ Esq. — A letter from Col. Johnson, of Salem^ 
detailing circumstances in relation to the robbery of the French Pay- 
master during Revolutionary War. 

From 8, Alofsen, — 137 Pamphlets relating to different Rail Roads 
and Canals in the U. States. 
A Map of New York and New Haven Rail Road. 

The Society has abo received, with but little irregularity, the fol- 
lowing Newspapers, viz. : 

The Daily Sentinel and Advertiser, published at Jersey City. 

" Somerset Whig, published at Somerville. 

*' Somerset Messenger, " " 

" Princeton Whig. 

" New Brunswick Fredonian. 

" Paterson Intelligencer. 

*' Warren Journal, published at Belvidere. 

" New Jersey Journal, published at Elizabethtown. 

" New Jersey Advocate, published at Rahway. 

'^ Democratic Banner, published at Morristown. 

" State Gazette, published at Trenton. 

<' Hunterdon Co. Democrat, published at Flemington. 

" Delaware Valley Diarist, published at Lambertville. 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

May IWi, 1850. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 
William J. Allison, BurlingUm, Jacob B. Gaddts, Trenton, 

Thomai H. Whitney, Ghutboro* Gloucester Co, 

CORRESPONDING MEMBER. 

John Pennington, PhUaddpkia, 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Hon. Henry Clay, KerUucky, Hon. Daniel Webster, Massackusetlt. 
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NAMES OF THE MEMBERS. 



IFor the following valuable DocumefU the Society is indebted to 
Chasles G. McChesney, Eso. Secretary of the State,} 
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A LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY 

f^rom the Surrender in the year 1702, to the Revolution, in 1776. 



HRST ASSEMBLY, 1703. 



BA8TERK DIVISION. 

Thomas Gordon, 
Mfles Foster, 
Obadiah Bowne, 
Jedediah Allen, 
Michael Howden, 
Peter Van Este, 
John Reid, 
John Harrison, 
Cornelias Tunison, 
Richard Hartshorne, 
Richard Townley. 



WESTERN DIVISION. 

Peter Fretwell, 
Thomas Gardner, 
Thomas Lambert, 
Waiiam Biddle, 
William Stevenson, 
Restore Lippincott, 
John Kay, 
John Hugg, Jr., 
Joseph Cooper, 
WiDiam HaU, 
John Mason, 
John Smith* 



SECOND ASSEMBLY, 1704. 



EASTERN DIVISION. 

John Bowne, 
Richard Hartshorne, 
Richard Salter, 
Obadiah Bowne, 
Anthony Woodward, 
John Tunison, 
John Lawrence, 
Jasper Crane, 
Pet^ Van Este, 
Thomas Gordon, 
John Barclay, 
John Royce. 



WESTERN DIVISION. 

Restore Lippeneott, 
John Hugg, 
John Kay, 
John Smith, 
William Hall, 
John Mason, 
Thomas Bryan, 
Robert Wheeler, 
Peter Fretwell, 
Thomas Lambert, 
Thomas Gardner, 
Joshua Wright 



THIRD ASSEMBLY, 1707. 



EASTERN DIVISION. 

John Harrison, 
Lewis Morris, 
Elisha Parker, 
Thomas Farmar, 
Jasper Crane, 
Daniel Price, 



WESTERN DIVISION. 

Peter Canson, 
William Hall, of Salem, 
Richard Johnson, 
John Thomson, 
Bartholomew Wyat, 
John Wais, 
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EASTERN DIVISION — i 


continued. 


WESTERN DIVISION — continucd. 


John Bowne, 




Thomas Bryan, 


William liawrence. 




Samuel Jennings, 


William Morris, 




TTiomas Gardner, 


Enoch Mackelson, 




John Kay, 


John Royce, 




Philip Pawle. 


Thomas Gordon. 






FOURTH ASSEMBLY, 1708«9. 


EASTERN DIVISION. \ WESTERN DIVISION. 


Thomas Gordon, 




TTiomas Gardner, 


Thomas Farmar, 




Thomas Rapier, 


Elisha Parker, 




Hugh Sharp, 


John Royce, 




NaSianiel Crips, 


John Harrison, 




John Kay, 


Benjamin Lyon, 




John Kaign, 


Gershom Mott, 




Richard Johnson, 


Elisha Lawrence, 




Nathaniel Breading, 


Peter Simmons, 




Hugh Middleton, 


John Kinsey. 




John Lewis, 




Eldridge. 


hWm ASSEMBLY, 1709. 


City of Perth Amhoy, 


. - Thomas Gordon, John Harrison. 


County of Middlesex, - 


- John Johnston, George Duncan. 


" Monmouth, 


- - Elisha Lawrence, Gershom Mott 


" Essex, . . 


. - John Treat, Price.* 


" Somerset, 


- Thomas Fitz Randolph, Dennis.* 


« Bergen, - - 


• - Lawrence Van Buskirk. 


City of Burlington, 


- Robert Wheeler, William Bustil. 


County of Burlington, . 


- Thomas liambert, Samuel Smith. 


" Gloucester, « 


. - John Kay, Jolin Kaign. 


Toum of Sdem, - . 




County of Salem, • • 




- Shepherd, Isaac Sharp. 




" Cape May, • 


. Jacob Spicer, Peter Fretwell. 



* It does not appear by the minutes to whieh county these 
4 



belonged. 
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City of Perth Amhoy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
Town of Salem, - - 
County of Salem, - 
" Cape May, 
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SIXTH ASSEMBLY, 1710. 

- John Johnston, John Reid. 

- Thomas Fannar, Adam Hade. 

- Gershom Mott, William Lawrence. 

- John Treat, Joseph Marsh. 

- Cornelius Longfield, John Tunison. 

- Andreas Van Baskirk, William Sandford. 

- Robert Wheeler, Isaac DeCow. 

• Thomas Lambert, Joshua Humphreys. 

- John Kay, John Kai^m. 

• Hugh Middleton, John Mason. 

- Isaac Sharp, BarthoFw Wyat 

- Jacob Spicer, Peter FretwelL 



SEVENTH ASSEMBLY, 1716. 



City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
** Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
Town of Salem, - - 
County of Salem, - 
" Cape May, 



- Thomas Farmar, John Harrison. 

• John Kinsey, Charles Moigan. 

- William Lawrence, Elisha Lawrence. 

• Josiah Ogden, Joseph BonnelL 

• Thomas Hall, Benjamin ClarL 

• Henry Brockholst,^ David Akerman.* 

- Samuel Smith, Daniel Smith. 

- Jacob Doughty, Matthew Champion. 

- Daniel Coxe,* Richard Bull.* 

- Isaac Sharp, Henry Joyce.* 

- William Hall,* William Clews.* 

- Jacob Spicer,t Jacob Huling.* 



EIGHTH ASSEMBLY, 1721. 

City of Perth Amboy, - - John Johnston, Samuel Leonard. 
County of Middlesex, - - John Kinsey, Moses Rdph. 

'* Monmouth, • - William Lawrence, Garret Schenck. 

* Expelled the House and declared incapable of being le-elected. 
t Resolved t(» be incapable of sitting. 
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County of Essex, • 


■ • 


« Somerset, - . 


" Bergen, - . - 


City of Burlington, - • 


County of Burlingtm, - - 


« Gloucester, - . 


Tmn of Salem, . - . . 


County of Sakm, • - - 


" Cape May, - - 


NINTH 


City of Perth Amhoy, - - 


County of Middlesex, ■ 




" Monmouth, - 




*' JSwear, • 




'* Somerset, 




Bergen, - 




Ct<y of Burlington, . - 




County of Burlington, . 




'* Gloucester, 




« ;Safe«i, - . 




" Cope itfay, 




*• Hunterdon, • 
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Josiah Ogden^ Joseph Bomiell. • 

Robert L. Hooper, Thomas Leonard. 
William Provost, Isaac Vangieson. 
John Ailen, Jonathan Wright. 
William Trent, Thomas Lambert 
Samuel Cole, John Mickle. 
John Mason, Thomas Mason. 
Isaac Sharp, Bartholomew Wyat 
Hiimphrey Hughes, Nathaniel Jenkins. 



ASSEMBLY 1727. 

John Johnston, Andrew Johnston. 
John Kinsey, Jr., James Hude. 
John Eaton, James Grover. 
Joseph Bonnell, John Cooper. 
Thomas Hall, Thomas Farmar. 
Peter Sonmans, Lawrence Van Buskirk. 
John Rodman, Isaac Pearson. 
Thomas Lambert, Mahlon Stacy. 
John Mickle, William Harrison. 
Joseph Keems, Thomas Mason. 
Nathaniel Jenkins, Aaron Learning. 
John Porterfield, Joseph Stout 



TENTH ASSEMBLY, 1730. 



City of Perth Amhoy, 
County of Middlesex, 
** Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
** Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 



- John Johnston,* Gabriel Stelle, 

- John Kinsey, James Hude. 

- John Eaton, James Grover. 

- John Cooper, Benjamin Price. 

- Isaac Van Zandt,f George Van Este. 

- Peter Sonmans, Lawrence Van Buskirk. 

- Isaac Pearson, Richard Smith. 



* Diod, and Andrew Johniton elected in hit stead, 
t Supeneded, and Peter Damont elected in hii stead. 
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CUmnty of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
« SaUm, ' 
*' Cape May, 
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M ahlon Stacy, Joshua Wright. 
William Harrison, Joseph Cooper. 
James Whitten,* John Brick. 
Aaron Leaming, Henry Young. 
John Porterfield, Josej^ S^tout. 



ELEVENTH ASSEMBLY, 1738. 



City of Perth Amhoy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth 
" Essex, - 
" Somerset, 
'* Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, - 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
" Salem, - 
** Cape May, 
** Hunterdon, 



- Andrew Johnson, Lewis Johnson. 

- James Hude, Edward Antill, 

- John Eaton, Cornelius Vandervere. 

- Joseph Bonnell, Josiah Ogden. 

- George Van Este, Peter Dumont 

- Lawrence Van Buskirk, David Demarest. 

- Richard Smith, Isaac Pearson. 

- Mahlon Stacy, William Cook. 

- Joseph Cooper, John Mickle. 

- William Hancock, Joseph Reeves. 

- Aaron Leaming, Henry Young. 

- Benjamin Smith, John Embly. 



TWELFTH ASSEMBLY, 1740. 



CUy of Perth Amhoy, 
County of Middlesex, 
*' Monmouth, 
** Essex, - 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, - 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
" Salem, - 
" Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 



Andrew Johnson, Lewis Johnson. 
Thomas Farmar, Robert Hude. 
John Eaton, Cornelius Vandervere. 
John Low, John Rolph. 
John V. Middleswardt, Thomas Leonard. 
Lawrence Van Buskirk, David Demarest 
Richard Smith, Isaac Pearson. 
Mahlon Stacy, William Cook. 
Joseph Cooper, John Mickle. 
William Hancock, Richard Smith. 
Aaron Leaming, Aaron Leaming, Jr. 
Benjamin Smith, Joseph Peace. 



* Died and William Hancock elected in his place. 
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THIRTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1743. 

City of Perth Amhoy, - - Andrew Johnson, Samuel Leonard. 

- Thomas Farmar, Samuel Nevill. 

- John Eaton, Robert Lawrence. 

- Joseph Bonnell, George Vreeland. 

- J. V. Middleswardt, Derick Van Este. 

- Lawrence Van Buskuk, David Demarest 
* Richard Smith, Isaac Pearson. 

- William Cook, TTiomas Shinn. 

- Joseph Cooper, John Mickle. 

- William Hancock, Leonard Gibbon. 

- Aaron Leaming, John Willets. 

- William M ott, Andrew Smith.* 



County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
" Salem, - 
" Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 



FOUKTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1744. 



City of Perth Amhoy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
'' Essex, . 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
« SdUm, - 
** Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 



- Samuel NeViU, Samuel Leonard. 

- Robert Hude, William Ooke. 

- John Eaton, Robert Lawrence. 

- George Vreeland, John Crane. 

• J. V. Middleswardt, Derrick V. Veghte. 

- Lawrence Van Buskirk, David Demarest. 

- Richard Smith, Isaac Pearson. 

- William Cooke, Thomas Shinn. 

- Joseph Cooper, John Mickle. 

- William Hancock, Moses Shepherd, 

- Henry Young, Jacob Spicer. 

. William Mott» Daniel Doughty. 



FIFTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1745. 



City of Perth Amhoy, 

County of Middlesex, 

** Monmouth, 

" Essex, ' 



' Samuel Nevill, Pontius Stelle. 
• John Heard, John Moores. 

- John Eaton, Robert Lawrence. 

- John Crane, John Low. 



* His ele«tfoQ set aside, and Daniel Uoughty elected. 
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" Somerset, • 
*' Bergen, - • 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, • 
** Gloucester, • 
" Salem, - - 
" Cape May, • 
" Hunterdon, • 



- J. v. Middleswardt, Hendrick Fisher. 

• Lawrence Van Buskirk, David Demarest 

• Richard Smith, Daniel Smith. 

- William Cook, Samuel Wright 

• Joseph Cooper, Ebenezer Hopkins. 

• William Hancock, John Brick. 

• Aaron Learning, Jr., Jacob Spicer. 

• William Mott, Daniel Donghty. 



SIXTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1746. 



City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
« Essex, . 
*' Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
*« Gloucester, 
** Saiem, - 
** Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 



• Samnel Neville, Pontius Stelle. 

• Philip Kearney, John Heard. 

• John Eaton, Robert Lawrence. 

- John Crane, John Low. 

- J. V. Middleswardt, Hendrick Fisher. 

• Lawrence Van Buskirk, David Demarest 

- Richard Smith, Daniel Smith. 

- William Cook, Samuel Wright 

• Joseph Cooper, Ebenezer Hopkins. 

• William Hancock, John Brick. 

• Aaron Leaming, Jr., Jacob Spicer. 

• William Mott, John Embly. 



SEVENTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1749. 



City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
<< Monmouth, 
« Essex, . 
** Somerset, 
** Bergen, • 
City of Burlington, - 
Cou$ay of Burlington, 
« Gloucester, 
« Salem, - 



• Samuel Nevill, Lewis Johnson. 

• John Wetherill, James Smith. 

• John Eaton, Robert Lawrence. 

• John Crane, Joseph Camp. 

• J. V. Middleswardt, Hendrick Fisher. 

• Lawrence Van Buskirk, Derick Dey. 

- Richard Smith, Jr., Daniel Smith. 

• William Cook, Joshua Bispham. 

- Joseph Cooper, James Hinchman. 

- William Hancock, John Brick. 
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Aaron Learnings Jacob Spicer. 
William Mott, John Embly. 



EIGHTEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1751. 

CUy of Perth Aniboy, - - John Stevens, John Johnson. 
County of Middlesex, - - John Wetherill, Shebawl Smith. 
" Monmouth, • - Robert Lawrence, James Holmea. 



" Essex, • - 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, • • 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, • 
" Gloucester, • 
« Sakm, . . 
" Cape May, • 
" Hunterdon, • 



- John Low, Robert Ogden. 

- J. y. Middleswardt, Hendrick Fisher. 

• Derick Dey, Cornelias Van Vorst 

- Charles Read, John Deacon. 

- William Cook, Barzillai Newbold. 

• William Mickle, Josej^ Ellis. 

• William Hancock, John Brick. 

• Aaron Leaming, Jacob Spic^. 

- William Mott, John Embly. 



NINETEENTH ASSEMBLY, 1754. 

City of Perth Amboy, - • John Stevens, John Johnson.* 

• Samael Nevill, John WetherilL 

• Robert Lawrence, James Holmes. 

• Jacob DeHart,! Richard Bradbary.| 

• Geoi^e Vreeland, Rinear Vangieson. 

• Charles Read, Samael Smith. 

- Barzillai Newbold,§ Henry Paxson. 

• John Ladd, Samuel Clement 

• William Hancock, Ebenezer Miller. 

- Aaron Leaming, Jacob Spicer. 

- Hendrick Fisher, John Hoagland. 
. Josej^ Yard, Peter Middah. 



County of Middlesex, - 


« 


Monmouth, - 


*€ 


Essex, • - 


it 


Bergen, - - 


CUy of Burlington, - - 


Comty of Burlington, • 


(t 


Gloucester, - 


it 


Salem, - - 


it 


Cape May, - 


a 


Somerset, • 


« 


Htmterdon, • 



* Died, and Andrew Smyth cboien. 

t Accepted a poet of profits and Robert Ogden choieiL 

t Seat vacated, and John Ogden chmen. 

^ Died, and Samuel Stokes choien. 
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TWENTIETH ASSEMBLY, 1761. 



City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
** Essex, ' 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
" Gloucester, 
" Scdem, - 
" Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 



TWENTY- 

City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
" Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
City of Burlington, 
County of Burlington, 
** Gloucester, 
" fifflZm, - 
" Cope 3fay, 
" Hunterdon, 



John Stevens,* Andrew Smyth.f 
Samuel NevUl,| John WetherilL 
James Holmes,§ Richard Lawrence. 
Robert Ogden,|| John Ogden. 
Hendrick Fisher, John Hoagland.lT 
Rinear Vangieson, Theunis Dey. 
Samuel Smith,** John Lawrence. 
Daniel Doughty, Joseph Borden. 
Samuel Clement,f f David Cooper. 
William Hancock,|| Eleazer Miller. 
Aaron Leaming, Jacob Spicer.§§ 
George Reading, John Hart 



nRST ASSEMBLY, 1769. 

- Cortland Skinner, John L. Johnson. 

- John Wetherill, Reune Runyon. 

- Robert Hartshome, Edward Taylor, 

- John Ogden, Stephen Crane. 

• Hendrick Fisher, John Berrien, 

- Theunis Dey, John Demarest 

- Abraham Hewlings, Joseph Smith. 

- Henry Paxson, Joseph Bullock. 

- Robert Friend Price, John Hinchman. 

• Ebenezer Miller, Isaac Sharp. |||| 

- Aaron Leaming, Nicholas StilwelLlTIT 

- John Hart, Samuel Tucker. 



* Summoned to the Upper House, and John Johnson chosen. 

t Died, and Cortlandt Skinqer chosen. 

X Died, and Reune Runyon chosen. 

^ Died, and John Anderson chosen. 

II Resigned, and Stephen Crane chosen. 

IT Died, and Abraham Van Este chosen. 

** Summoned to the Upper House, and T. Rodman chosen. 

tt Died. 

It Died, and K Keasby chosen. 

i^ Died in 1765, and N. Stillwell chosen. 

nil Died, and Grant Gibbon chosen. 

irir Died, and Jonathan Hand chosen. 
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TWENTY 

City of Perth Amboy, 
County of Middlesex, 
" Monmouth, 
" Essex, - 
** Somerset, 
" Bergen, - 
" Morris, - 
City of Burlington, - 
County of Burlington, 
« Salem, - 
" Gloucester, 
" Cape May, 
" Hunterdon, 
** Cumberland, 
" Sussex, - - 



SECOND ASSEMBLY, 1T72. 

- Cortlandt Skinner, John Combs. 

- John Wetherill, John M oores.* 

- Edward Taylor, Richard Lawrence. 

- Stephen Crane, Henry Garriste, 

- Hendrick Fisher, John Roy. 

- Theunis Dey, Johannes Demarest 

- Jacob Ford, William Winds, . 

- James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hewlings. 

- Henry Paxson, Anthony Sykes. 

- Grant Gibbon, Benjamin Holme. 
. John Hinchman, Robert F. Price. 
• Jonathan Hand, Eli Eldridge. 

- Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm. 

- John Shepherd, Theophilus Elmer. 

- Thomas Van Horne,t Nathaniel Pettit. 



* Died, and Azariah Dunham chosen, 
t Died, and Joeeph Barton chosen. 
5 
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ORDERS 



GENERALS SCHUYLER AND SULLIVAN 



COLONEL JONATHAN DAYTON, 1776: 

Directing him to proceed to Johnstowi^ New York, for the purpose 
of capturing Sir John Johnson. 

Printed from the Originals presented to the Soci^y by Aaron Ogden 
Dayton, Esq. of Washington City, 

\* For the result of CoL Dayton's Mission and other information 
respecting the Expedition^ the, reader is referred to Lieut Ehner's 
Journal in Vol. II, of the Society's Proceedings, p. 113, &c. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL DAYTON. 

Saratoga, May 14, 1776. 
Sir,— 

General Sullivan will order you to proceed to Johnstown with a 
Detachment of the Regiment under your Command : On your arrival 
there you will take up your Quarters at the House of Gilbert Tree 
Innholder, and give Notice to the Highlanders who live in the vicinity 
of the Town to repair to it ; and when any Number are collected 
there, you will send off their Baggage, Infirm Women and Children 
in Waggons, for which you will apply to the Committee of Tryon 
County, or some of them. 

You will make an exact list of the M^i, Women, and Children, 
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distingniafaing those tmder five years old^ and those from five and 
under Twelve from llioae beyond that age. Copy of which you wiU 
transmit to me. 

You will give the strictest Order that no abuse be given to the 
Persons of these People^ and that all their Efiects be secur'd in such 
a manner that the most trifling Part of their Property may not be 
destroy'd. 

After having secur'd the Hi^ilanders you will let Sir John Johnson 
know that you have a Letter from me which you are ordered to de- 
liver in Person, and beg his attendance to receive it If he comes, as 
soon as yon have delivered the Letter, and he has read it, you are 
to make him close Prisoner, and carefully guard him that he may not 
have the least opportunity of Escape. When you have done this 
you are to repair to his House, taking him with you, and after having 
plac'd proper Sentinels to prevent any Person belonging to the Family 
from carrying out Papers, you are to examine his Papers in his own 
Presence, and in the Presence of William Duer, Esquire who accom- 
panies you ; and with whom I wish you to consult when any Difficulty 
arises. 

If you find any papers relative to any intended Operations against 
the Cause of America, or any Letters from British Governors or 
Officers or Agents of the Ministry, you will make a List of such 
Papers and Letters, Copy whereof you will deliver to Sir John John- 
son, and another, together with such Papers and Letters, you will 
transmit to me. 

You and Mr. Duer will both give your Words of Honor that you 
will discover to no Persons whatever the Contents of any Papers or 
Letters which are of a private Nature, and which do not eflect the 
Cause of America. 

Although Sir John Johnson is to be closely guarded he is by no 
means to experience the least ill treatment in his own Person, or those 
of his Family : and you are to be particularly careful that none of 
the men under your Command, or any Persons whatever, destroy, or 
take away the most triffing Part of his Property, except Arms, and 
Ammunition, which you are to secure and bring down with you and 
deliver to Mr. Philip V. Renslaer, Store-Keeper, with a Charge to keep 
them safe 'till fiirther orders from me. 

In securing Sir John Johnson, and in searching his House, I wish 
the least Tumult possible, and to that End, you are not to sufier a 
private soldier to enter, unless by your immediate Order. 

You will constantly keep strong Guards, and a good Lookout that 
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you may not experience a Surprise both in marching up, whilst you 
remain there, and on your Return. Having secured Sir John Johnson, 
• and brought him to Albany, you are there to cause him to be guarded 
with the same Attention, and to send me Notice of his Arrival. 

I am Sir your most Hum. Servant, 

• PH: SCHUYLER, M. General 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON, 

ACCOMPANTINO THE FORXGOINO. 

Saratoga, May \4ihy 1776. 

SiB,— 

After candidly scanning, cooly considering and comparing the 
variety of Information which Imputes to you the most Hostile Inten- 
tions against the Country, I could have wished for the sake of human 
nature to have them groundless, unhappily they are so well supported 
by the testimony even of those who were Intrusted with the Secret of 
your Intended operations and whose Remorse has Induced them to a 
full discovery, as not not to leave a doubt upon my mind <hat you 
have acted contrary to the sacred Engagements you lay under to me, 
and thro' me to the public. It is therefore necessary for the safety of 
the Inhabitants and the weal of the Country that I should put it out 
of Your power to Embroil it in domestic Confusion, and have there- 
fore ordered you to be made close prisoner, hereby discharging you 
from your parole, and sent down to Albany to be thence conveyed to 
his Excellency General Washington : but Influenced by, and acting 
upon principles which will never Occasion a remorse of Conscience, 
I have at the same time ordered that no Insult should be offered to 
Your person or family and that Your property should be guarded and 
secured with a scrupulous attention, for Sir, American Commanders 
engaged in the Cause of Liberty remain uninfluenced by the savage 
and Brutal Example which has been given by the British officers. In 
wantonly setting ori fire the buildings of Individuals and otherwise 
destroying their property. 

I am Sir, 

Your Humble Servant, 

PH: SCHUYLER. 

To Sir John Johnson, Bart. 
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GENERAL SULLIVAN TO COLONEL DAYTON. 

Albany, May llih, 1776. 

SiK,— 

In your inarch from this to Tryon County, and at that place, 
every method must be used to prevent the Soldiers from Firing their 
pieces. Insulting the Inhabitants or doing any act of Rudeness what- 
ever — a Strict Silence must be observed by the men at all Times. 
When you are arrived and have Seized Sir John Johnson, you are to 
seize the following persons or either of them which you may find at 
his House, namely: James Grey, John Munro, Thomas Swords, 
Capt McAlpine, Hugh Munro, Mr. Clyde of Stillwater, Isaac Mann 
of Stillwater, or either of his sons, Josej^ Anderson or Samuel An- 
derson. 

Your men are frequently to be Cautioned against offering any 
Insult or abuse to the Indians, as one act of Rudeness in a Soldier 
might Involve America in a Dangerous war with a Savage Enemy. 
Sir I am your Humble Servant, 

JNO. SULLIVAN, B. General. 

Colo. Dayton. 
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PROCEEDmaS 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



VoLV. 1850. No. 2. 



MoRRisTowN, September I2th, 1850. 
The Society met at this jdace today at 11 o'clock, A. M., accord- 
ing to adjournment ; the President in the chair — the first Vice Presi- 
dent being also present 

After the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, the 
Corresponding Secretary laid upon the table the correspondence of 
the Society. The Hon. Daniel Webster, the Hon. Randolph 
Manning, of Michigan, Mr. John Pennington, of Phila., and Mr. O. B. 
Brown, of Washington City, acknowledged their election, the first as 
an honorary, the others as corresponding members. Communications 
had been exchanged with the Historical Societies of Connecticut and 
Vermont, the Regents of the University of the State of New York, and 
various individuals, in relation to the operations of the Society. 

The Librarian announced the donations received since May from 
various societies and individuals. 

The Treasurer reported a balance of cash on hand of $280 12, with 
large arrearages due. 

Dr. Murray, Chairman of the Executive Committee, reported 
verbally in relation to a proposed alteration in the mode of publishing 
the " Proceedings," which was submitted for the consideration of the 
Committee at the previous meeting — expressing the conviction that^ 
notwithstanding the inconvenience arising from the non-payment of 
subscriptions, it was advisable to continue to issue the publication as 
at present — at the rate of $1 per annum to all who received it 
6 
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Hon. Wm. a. Dveb, from the Committee on Publications^ reported^ 
that since the last meetings the first number of the 5th volume of the 
" Proceedings of the Society*' had been published, but no change had 
taken place in the financial condition of the publication. The same 
want of promptness in the transmission of ihe subscription price which 
had frequently been adverted to still prevailed ; a large number con- 
tinuing regardless of the reiterated request of the Committee to be 
relieved from the unpleasantness of reporting the large arrearages due 
for the publication. Enough copies were distributed to cover every 
expense, and to allow of considerable enlargement of the numbers, 
were the subscriptions regularly paid. 

At the last meeting, the Committee were directed to report what 
materials were in possession of the Society for another volume of 
" Collections/' and whether it is desiraUe to publish one this year. 
. In pursuance thereof, the Committee reported, that the papers and 
correspondence of Governor Lewis Morris, which were among the 
Society's Manuscripts, would furnish matter for a volume of great 
and general interest. Referring to a period in the history of New Jer- 
sey — ^from 1730 to 1746— which, though fraught with events whose 
influence was long felt, has beennrery very imperfectly noticed by his- 
torians, these papers, judiciously edited, with explanatory notes and 
illustrative matter from other sources, would prove valuable contribu- 
tion to the historical literature of the State and country, and ^e Com- 
mittee recommended the adoption of measures looking to the publi- 
cation of another volume. 

It would seem to be the duty of the Society to disseminate as widely 
as posable the historical imformation it may gather through the agency 
of its members. The regular publication of a volume referring to the 
history of the State, annually, or, at the farthest, every second year, in 
addition to its current proceedings, was therefore matter of much mo« 
ment, and the expenditure of its funds in that way entirely consistent 
with, if not preeminently required by the Constitution. The collec- 
ting of rare works for its library, while perfectly in accordance with 
its aims, placing within the reach of members and others, facilities for 
research, was in reality less likely to promote a knowledge of the his- 
tory of the State than the publication of such volumes, and consequent- 
ly the possibility of no imm6diate remuneration from their sale, ^ould 
not deter the Society from issuing them regularly. 

But the experience of the Society, in a pecuniary point of view, 
was not adverse to such a course. Of the first volume of the Collec- 
tions, not a single copy remains unsold, except a certain number re- 
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I tained for exchanges with other institutions, the entire cost of the edi- 

tion having been refunded the Treasury : and the other volumes would 
probably in time show a like result 

The Committee, therefore, offered as the basis of action by the 
Society the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Publications adopt «ich measures 

b as they may deem expedient for the due preparation of another vol- 

I ume of * Collections/ from the papers and correspondence of Governor 

Lewis Morris ; and that they submit the same to the Society when 
ready for publication. 
Which was adopted. 

Mr. Peter S. Duryee, from the Committee charged with the 
managenient and expenditure of the Colonial Document Fund, report- 
ed that they had not yet received from Mr. Stevens the Analytical 
Index to the New Jersey papers, in the preparation of which he has 
been engaged in England, but were pleased to be able to announce 
to the Society the completion of the worL 
The Hon. Wm. B. Kinney, whose interest in the Society since its 

^ organization has been at all times manifested, was requested,— on his 

way to assume the duties of his official station at Turin, to which he 
has been assigned by the General Government, — ^to see Mr. Steveng 
in London and inspect his work. Under date of July 9Ui, he pays a 
well deserved compliment to Mr Stevens for his earnest and success- 
ful labors in elucidating American history, and says: "His digest of the 
New Jersey Colonial Records will prove an invaluable addition to the 
Society's papers. It has been a work of great labor, and the actual 
cost incurred in it — ^it includes, I believe, near 2000 slips — (each doc- 

I ument being separately described) exceeds very far the amount received 

from home. I hope some means will be devised of repaying the ex- 
pense.'* 

The amount which it was mtended to raise for the purpose of pro- 
curing the Index was 0600— but the Committee have only received 
$530, and would be pleased to receive further contributions from any 
interested in this important measure. 

Dr. Murray, from the Nominating Committee, reported favorably 
upon a number of names submitted to them at the last meeting, and 
the gentlemen were duly elected honorary or resident members, and 
new nominations were received. 

Judge Duer, after some remains in relation to the large amount 
due the Society from its members,, offered the following resolution, 
which w'as adopted : 
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Resolved, That the Secretaries and the Treasurer be a Committee 
to devise some mode of collecting the arrearages of members, and may 
in their discretion, appoint a special agent for the purpose. 

Mr. Whitehead drew the attention of the Society to Four Colo- 
nidi Stamps, received from the Hon. Wm. Bkown, M. P., for Liverpool, 
through Mr. Kinney, U. S, Charge d* Affairs to Turin, duly authentica- 
ted as those prepared under tiie famous stamp act for use in America ; 
a box containing a quantity of them, having been recently discovered 
in one of the departments at London. 

These stamps were for two shillings and sixpence each, being such 
as were to be attached to deeds or grants of land, bonds, letters of at- 
torney, &;c. They are impressed on colored paper, which is glued 
upon vellum, the device being the crown above a circular scroll bear- 
ing the motto "Honi soit qui mal y pense," with the word "America** 
above, and the denomination of the stamp below. On the reverse of 
each, is a crown with the letters G. R. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Gifford and Duryee a Committee to 
audit the Treasurer's accounts, preparatory to the annual meeting, and 
Messrs. J. G. King and S. H. Pennington, to supply vacancies in the 
Committee on Publications, occasioned by the removal from the State, 
of Charles King, Esq., and Hon. Wm. B. Kinney. 

Dr. Murray submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee of thre^ be appointed to procure from 
competent hands reliable memoirs of distinguished Jerseymen whose 
characters and careers have reflected honor upon the State ; with a 
view to the publication of a volume of biography by the Society. 

The mover adverted to the great want of authentic information re- 
specting many individuals who have filled important stations in New 
Jersey, and of whom it is now difficult to obtain reliable biographies ; 
and it was very desirable that some now living should be appealed to, 
to preserve from like neglect or oblivion the lives of ancestors, or oUiers 
respecting whom they possessed the requisite information. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Gifford, Proudfit and Bradley, the 
resolution was adopted, and the Chair appointed as the committee, 
Messrs. Murray, Kirkpatrick and Bradley. 

Mr. Gifford called up a resolution offered by him in November, 
1845 — which was then referred to the Executive Committee, but nev- 
er acted on, — ^which, after some discussion, participated in by Drs. 
Murray and Proudfit, and Messrs. Jackson and Whitehead, was amen- 
ded and passed as follows : 

Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to collect information 
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from distinguisheci persons of our State, with regard to such events of 
their own times, in which they may have participated, or of which they 
had knowledge as may be interesting to the historian, or useful to the 
Uographer ; — to be deposited in the confidential archives of the Soci- - 
ety : — and that the attention of the said Committee be specially direc- 
ted to the collection of personal anecdotes and conversations of distin- 
guished Jerseymen illustrative of individual character and qualities, 
which would otherwise pass into oblivion. 

Messrs. Gifford, S. H. Congar, J. J. Chetwood, Field, Wood, Mc 
Lean and Mickle were appointed the Committee. 

The discussion to which this resolution gave rise, elicited many in- 
teresting anecdotes of Dr. Witherspoon and others ; affording a prac- 
tical illustration of the effects of ilie resolution. 

A paper was then read by Mr. Wm. A. Whitehead, giving a 
detailed account of the controversy between Governor Franklin and 
the Provincial Assembly respecting the robbery of the Treasury in 1768; 
and, in connection therewith, a narrative of the circumstances which 
led to the implication of Sam. Ford, a noted counterfeiter of that 
period. A copy of the paper was requested for the archives of the 
Society. 

Mr.. James J. Scofield presented a manuscript volume of orders is- 
sued to the American Army at Valley Forge, from 16th May 1776 to 
1st June 1778. 

Rev. Dr. Messleh presented several of the first volumes of the New 
Jersey Journal, &;c. 

The Society then took recess, enabling ihe members to visit some 
of the objects and localities of interest in the neighborhood^ and on 
reassembling at 2 o'clock, a paper was read by Rev. Abbahah Mess- 
LEB, D. D., of Somerville, on '^The Hollanders in New Jersey and no* 
tices of some of their descendants," — Shaving especial reference to the 
settiements on the Raritan. 

On motion of Judge Dueb — 

Resolved, that the cordial thanks of the Society be presented to the 
Rev. Dr. Messier, for the very able and interesting paper he has read, 
and that he be requested to furnish a copy to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Trenton on the third Thurs^ 
day of January next. 
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MEMBERS ELECTED 

8EPTEMBCR ISth, 1850. 



RESIDEiNT MEMBERS. 
Abner Canipbell, Ntuxirk. Alexander N* Dougherty, Jr., M. D., Nevoark* 

Oliver J. Hayes, E?q., Newark. 

Peter McMartin, Esq., Jersey City. 

Georfi^e Opdyke, Esq., Newark, 
Alexander C. Taylor, M. D., Newark, Edward H. Wright, Esq., Newark. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

' Eraslus Smith, Esq., Hartford, Conn. 

Rev. William B. Stevens, D. D., Philadelphia. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 12th, 1850. 



From the Rev, G» C, SckancJc, of Pompton Plains, a Defence of a 
Sermon preached at Newark, June 2d, 1736, (supposed to have been 
addressed by Rev. Jona Dickinson, to the Rev. Mr. Beach of the 
Episcopal Church.) 

Fragments of three Sermons, by the Rev. Theodorus Jacobus Fre- 
linghuisen, in Dutch. 

Keten der Goddelyke Waarheden, &c., by Gerard Haeghvort, Pre- 
dikant te Second River. 

Fragments of a Discourse on the Marks of the True Church &c., by 
Gerrit Lydecker, 1766. 

De Groote Gelukzaligherd van Godts Volk in dit Leven, dec, by 
Door Hendrickson of Middletown, N. J. 

A letter to the Independent Reflector, by David Martin Ben Jesse, 
Pastor at Aquenonka. 

The Pennsylvania Gazette for April 28, 1779. 
A copper United States Token in honor of the confederation, 1783. 
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From J, M. Demarest, of PomptOn Plains.'^A New Jersey Penny, 
1786. 

From the New Jersey Prison Reform Association, — The First Annual 
Report of that Association. 

From Hon, James G, King, M. C— Report on the Finances, 1849 — 50. 
California Message and Documents, 1850. 

Report of Register of the Treasury on the Commerce &c., of the 
U. States, 1850. ^ 

Report of Superintendent of Coast Survey, 1849. 
Annual Message and Documents, 1849-50, Part 2d. 

From Wm, Dtuine, Esq., ofPhila, — Passages from the Diary of Chris- 
topher Marshall, vol. 1st, 1774-77. 

From RobU G, Rankin Esq., Fishkill Landing, N, Y. — First, Second 
and Third Annual Reports of Regents of the University, (N. Y.,) on 
the condition of Cabinet of Natural History. 
Sixty Second Annual Report of Regents. — Twenty Jlfth Annual 
Report of managers of the Society, for Reformation of Juvenile De- 
linquents. 

Annual Report of Trustees of State Library, 1850. 
Annual Report of Auditor of Canal Department, (New York,) 1850. 
Letter of Bishop Hughes to Gov. of New York on Interchange of 
Donations with Roman States. 

Instructions of Regents N. Y. University, to the several Colleges, 
&c., 1849. 

Report of Joint Com. of N. Y. Legislature on International Ex- 
changes. 
Catalogue of New York State Library. 

From Samuel G, Drake, Esq., Boston. — News from New England, be- 
ing a true and last account of the present bloody wars carried on be- 
tween the Infidels, Natives and the English Christians &;c., London, 
1776.— Boston Reprint, 1850. 

From Wm. W. Campbell, Esq. New York. — The Life and Wiitings 
of Dewitt Clinton. 

From the Smithsonian Institution — Reprint of the History of the Dis- 
covery of Neptune, by Benj. Apthorp Gould Jr. 

From James Lenox, Esq., by Prof. John Maclean, D. D., — Washing- 
ton's Farewell Address, a copy of the original, with Gen. Washing- 
ton's corrections, &;c. 

From Hon, Dudley S, Gregory. — Bust of Gen. Winfield Scott 

From Wm. W. Campbell Esq.,N Y, — Border Warfare of New York, 
during the Revolution, 6cc. 
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From Pennsylvofda Histaricid Society.-^Memom Penn. Historical 

Society — vol 4, Part 2. 
From the Department of the Interior. — Schedules for the C^isus of 

1850. 
From J, R. Burnet, Livingston, — Review of Mr. Mana's Report, 

from North American Review of Oct. 1844. 
From Wm, Thaddeus Harris, Esq, Cambridge, Mass, — Collections of 

the Dorchester Antiquarian 6lc. Historical Society, — ^Nos. 1, 2, 3, 

comprising 

1. Memoir of Roger Clap, 1530. 

2. Blake's Annals of Dorchester, 1630-1753. 

8. Journal and Life of Richard Matiier, 1596-1669. 
Epitaphs from the Old Burying Ground of Cambridge, Mass., with 
Notes by Wm. Thaddeus Harris, 1845. 
Catalogus Collegii Harvardiani, 1848. 

Catalogue of Officers and Students of Harvard College, 1849-50. 
Catalogue of the Students of Law in Harvard University to 1848. 
From George F, Houghton, Esq,, Secretary of Vermont Historical 
and Antiquarian Society — Annual reports of Auditor of Accounts 
of tiie Stete of Vermont, 1843 '44 '45 '46 '47 '48 '49. 
Thirtieth Annual Report of Vermont Colonization Society. 
Geology and Geography of Vermont, by Z. Thompson. 
Annual Report on Geology of Vermont— 1845, '46, '47, '48, '49. 
Journal of Councils of Censors of Vermont in 1848, '9. 
Acts and Resolves of tiie Legislature of Vermont, 1849. 
Fare\i^ell Sermon by Wm. Preston, St Albans, Vt 
Speech of Hon. Geo. P. Marsh, of Vermont, on the Tariff. 
Walton's Vermont Register. 
History of Vermont by Zadoc Thompson. 
Proceedings Vermont Convention of Fruit Growers. 
Address, Proceedings of Legislature of Vermont on International 
Exchanges. 

First, Second and Fourth Annual Reports of Superintendents of 
Common Schools of Vermont 

Report of Committee of Legislature of Vermont on a National Ba« 
reau of Agriculture. 

Messages of Gov, of Vermont for 1848 and 1849. 
Catalogus Senatus Academici, dec, dec. in Univer^tate ViridimoD- 
tani BurlingtonisB, 1846. 
A discourse on Popular Instruction, by Worthington Smithy D. D. 
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An Inaugnral Address by Worthington Smith, D. D., President of 

Vermont Universitiy. 

An Address on the deficiencies of our Hbtory by J. Davie Bntler. 

Funeral Discourse at Interment of Hon. Benj. Swift, by Worthing. 

ton Smith, D. D. 
From Ohio Historical Society, — Annual Discourse before the Society 

by Wm. D. Gallagher, President 
From ~Col, J. D. Graham, — Message from Gov. of Pennsylvania, 

transmitting reports in relation to Boundary Lines of Pennsylvania, 

Delaware and Afaryland. 
From Alex, B, Thompson, Esq,, N, Y, — The American Crisis, No. 5. 

Statistical Account of 1st Presbyterian Church, Newark, from Oct 

1801, to Aug. 1823, (imperfect 

Address to the people of U. States on Presidential Elections, with 

special reference to the nomination of Andrew Jackson, 1828. 

Funeral Sermon on Gen. Washington by Rev. Dr. Macwhorter, 

Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Newark, 1800. 

Gen. Washington's Address to the People of the United States. 

An Address to the People of the United States, with a vindication 

of Thos. Jefferson, Phila, 1800. 

An Address for the benefit of the Greeks by Wm. W, Miller Esq., 

Newark, 1824. 

Register of the Ofl5cers and Cadets of U. S. Military Academy for 

the years 1836 and '37. 

First Annual Report of Newark Young Men's Society, by S, H, 

Pennington, 1833. 

An Oration Delivered July 4th, 1794. 

Proceedings of the State Rights' Celebration at Charleston, S. C, 

July 1. 1830. 

An Oration at Elizabethtown, July 4, 1794, by Isaac Watts Crane, 

A. M., 1795. 

Dr. Price's Observations on the Importance of the American Revo- 
lution. 

Dr. Knights' Eulogium on Dr. Walter Smith, 

Gen. Lamar's Orders, Brazoria, June 27, 1836. 

Oration at Kinderhook, July 5, 1825, by Aaron Vanderpoel, Esq. 

John Taylor and others vs. Geo. Griswold, and others, in reference 
to an election in Passaic and Hackensack, Bergen Co. 
Address of the General Union for the promotion of the Observance 
of the Sabbath. 
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Foarteenih Annual Report of American Asylum at Hartford, for 

the Deaf and Dumb. 

Dr. Richards's Thanksgiving Sermon, 1823. 

An Examination of ^e Constitution of the U. States by Tench 

Coxe, Esq., 1788. 

Address of the Students of ^e National Academy of Design, by 

William Dunlap, 1831. 

Prof. Fitch's Thanksgiving Sermon, New Haven, 1818. 

Judge Gaston's Address before the American Whig and Cliosophic 

Societies of College of New Jersey, 1835. , 

Catalogue of the Medical Students of Harvard University, 1834-'5. 

Account of the Malignant Fever lately prevalent in New York, by 

James Hardie, A. M., Newark, 1779. 

New Jersey Pension Roll. 
From Samuel Cassedy, Esq, — Fac-simile letter of Dr. Mark Akinside, 

to Mr. Wilkes. 
From Hon. Wm. B. Kinney.— Nevr York Observer, 182&-27-28. 

Woods* Newark Gazette. 

Journal of Commerce, 1827, 29. 

New Brunswick Gazette, Vol. I. 
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BOBBERY OF THE TREASURY 

or 

EAST JERSEY IN 1768, 

AND CONTEMPORANEOUS EVENTS. 



A PAPER SBAD BEFORE THE NEW-JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
SBPTEllfBBR 12rH, 1850. 

BY W. A. WHITEHEAD. 
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THE ROBBERY OF THE TREASURY. 



Never, probably, did the old Court House at Morristown hold a 
larger or more interested audience than on the 19th August, 1773-— 
seventy-seven years ago. A thousand persons were thought to be 
within its walls, and, among them all, scarcely an eye could be found 
which did not exhibit the sure tokens of bympathy. The scene — to 
witness which such numbers had assembled- — was calculated to enlist 
their attention, for the wholesome supremacy of the laws wa« that day 
to be displayed over those who were their countrymen and fellow-citi- 
zens — of some, friends, relatives and companions, who had ranked in 
that class of society, which the honest, intelligent people of the county 
at that time, were accustomed to regard as the best within its limits ; 
but who now were the fallen, subdued objects of commiseration. An 
affecting silence prevailed throughout the assembly, while awaiting the 
commencement of the proceedings, and the deep solemnity of (be 
occasion was long remembered. 

Arraigned before the bar of the Court were four remarkably fine 
looking men in the vigor of life ; one of them a physician, another 
the son of an esteemed magistrate of the County ; all of them were 
married, all were fathers, and all had parents living ; and there, among 
the multitude, were those parents and odier relatives of the first res- 
pectability, gazing at the painful scene. Under these distressing cir- 
cumstances, humbled and sorrowing, came these men to receive the 
dread sentence of the law : for what ?— over-anxiety to be rich : 

" CovetousneM ditbelieveth God, and langbeth at Ihe righti of men*' — 
in that, the bane of so many and of ail times lay the root of their o£> 
fence, and the end attained was the judicial mandate that, on the 17th 
September following, they should expiate their crime upon the gallows. 
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To notice succinctly the events which brought these unfortunate 

men to this degradation, and their intimate connection — not generally 

known — with the growth of that hostility to the representatives of 

Royal power in New Jersey which subsequently rendered it so easy a 

matter to subvert it entirely, is th^urpose of this paper. Were it not 

for this connection, the fate of the critninals might be as little worthy 

our attention now, as will be, to our descendants, the transgressions of 

hundreds at the present day ; and yet, how unsafe Jt is to regard the 

least event as unfruitful : — 

" That trivial cause, watered and observed by the huBbandman day by day. 
In calm, undeviating strength doth work its large eflect." • 

Early in 1773, a gang of Counterfeiters and Coiners invaded the 
Province from New England and located themselves in different towns 
and villages between Woodbridge and Middletown.* The quantity of 
spurious coin and bills suddenly put in circulation excited the vigilance 
of the civil authorities, and the exertions made >to ferret out these 
rogues from abroad, led to the detection of a similar fraternity at 
home, which, for a length of time, had eluded all attempts at dis- 
covery. 

The leader of this band was one Samuel Ford, an artful rogue, who, 
as occasion required, could be " all things to all men," sedate with the 
serious — levity itself, with the gay. He was an Englishman by birth, 
but married and had relatives in New Jersey. An exceedingly ruddy 
complexion and a remarkable, dimple in his chin, aided to make him 
known throughout the section of country which he favored with his 
presence ; and his wanderings brought him in contact with a multitude 
of people, in whom, the life he led excited no little surprise, attended 
as it was with apparent prosperity ; for it was diiOSoult to conceive how 
a man, whose ostensible living depended upon some badly cultivated 
lands in Morris County could wear the aspect of a thriving farmer — 
one, withal, who had so little woris upon his hands. 

He had followed counterfeiting as a regular business for many years 
in different places, without suspicion ; but in 1768 the authorities of New 
York, where he then resided, had their attention drawn towards him, 
and he was apprehended on a charge of uttering false New Jer- 
sey Bills of Credit. He was admitted to bail, and either lost sight of 
afterward, or else his offence was deenied too trifling to call for pun- 
ishment He immediately, however, set about making more extensive 
arrangements for carrying on his operations. He returned to Morris 

* Two of them were stationed in Perth Amboy in the character of SilverBmiths.— 
Dunlap'fl School History of New York : Vol. I, p. 202. 
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County, where, in a secluded spot near Hanover, he established his 
head-quarters, formed a connection with a man named Joseph Richard- 
son,* as great a scamp, but much less artful than himself, from whom 
he obtained a supply of types, and attempted the emission of counter- 
feit Three-pound Bills of New York. A considerable number was 
printed, but "the thinness of the paper and bad credit of the currency" 
are said to have prevented their general circulation ; and he then com- 
menced upon the New Jersey Bills which were in better repute ; but 
from some cause, did not make much progress. 

In 1769, however, a new emission of Pennsylvania bills was thought 
to open a sure and safe avenue to wealth, and both Ford and Rich- 
ardson started off to Ireland — (the counterfeiters in Dublin being pre- 
eminent in those days, and it is thought Ihat as an agent for them 
Ford first came to America) — thence went to London and different 
manufacturing towns, improving themselves in their prof ession. Ford 
applied himself to engraving and type-making, and from his previous 
skill in carving and great mechanical ingenuity, in the course ot a few 
months " became a perfect master of the business," so that when they 
returned to the province in 1772, and commenced operations upon 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey bills. Ford manufactured all his types 
and executed his work so well as to elude the best judges, and for a 
year uninterrupted success attended their efforts. 

By the artifices and persuasions of Ford others were drawn within 
his toils. A number of respectable citizens, well connected, were 
made use of to pass his worthless — and, it may be added, miserably 
executed — specimens of printing, which they were enabled to do with 
ease among their unsuspecting neighbors from their great similarity to 
the bills issued from the government press, for it is said Ford made it 
a rule to submit his different emissions to the ordeal of acceptance or 
rejection at the provincial treasuries before attempting to pass them 
into circulation. The Treasurers were certainly excusable, if unable to 
detect the false from the genuine upon a cursory examination, for, 
printed with common types on coarse paper, the most indifferent 
workman could scarcely fail of producing a successful imitation. — 
Even after the discovery of Ford's gang the improvements in the print- 
ing of the bills were few and might have been easily followed. The 



* The ddrut of this fellow is thna noticed In the papers a few yean previous. " Anna- 

?>li8, June 21.— There came from En|(land, in the Munificence, Capt. Grundilt, into 
atuient, a steerage passenger, one Richardson, who imported a large quantity of cuun- 
feit New Jersey six-shilling and three shilling bills. The silly blockhead, almost as soon 
as he landed, was vory lavish with his paper money, which caiised him to be suspected, 
though it is said his roguery is very badly executed. He is in Jail in Calvert County.''^ 
How he got out does not appear. 
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greatest gecnrity seems to have been afforded by a difference in the 
color of the ink in different parts of the bills, and the awful annuncia- 
tion on the back, "Tis Death to counterfeit" 

Ford's workshop was known to only one man besides himself and 
Richardson, one John King, whose ostensible employment was that of 
laborer ; who remained in charge while Ford was absent in England. 
It was in the midst of an almost impenetrable swamp about a mile dis- 
tant from his residence at Hanover, in which the water for the greater 
part of the year was a foot deep and through which the operator was 
obliged to creep on his hands awd knees for some distance to get at 
his work. Ford would leare his house at day light with his gun, as if 
in pursuit of game, and thus unwatched would attain his secret resort, 
for this practice was so much in accordance with the idle life he had 
apparently always led that it excited neither surprise nor remark — 
Tis scarcely necessary to say that — with that strange inconsistency 
observable among all confederated rogues — oaths of secrecy were ad- 
ministered to all concerned ; the omniscience and omnipresence of 
God appealed to as a safeguard from the villainy of each other while 
engaged in defrauding their countrymen and neighbors. 

The 3nspicions excited against Ford from circumstances transpiring 
at the time of the introduction of forgers from abroad in 1773, which 
has been alluded to, led to his arrest on the 16th July of that year, as 
a distributor of counterfeit money ; but the following day, being aided 
by his confederate King — ^a rival veteran in villainy — ^he broke jail and 
escaped.* 

Several persons were immediately taken up in suspicion of being 
connected with Ford in his nefarious practices, and a special term of 
Oyer and Terminer was held on the 4th August for the purpose 
of ^citing information respecting the parties implicated, and the 
extentof their guilt On the 14th, one of those concerned, for the 
purpose of mitigating his own punishment, made a partial con- 
fession, and was followed by another, from whose statement, ample 
and explicit in its details and from the newspapers of the day, the fore- 
going facts are derived. The swamp was examined and the press 
found, together with a set of plates for printing the bills of Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey, a quantity of types and 
other materials, and a leather wrapper in which the money was kept, 
to which was attached one of the spurious three-pound bills of Penn- 
sylvania. 



* The Sheriff*. Mr. Tboe. Kinney, was sabeequently indicted for reoiinDfM in not tak- 
ing better care of his prisoner. 
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The persons against yAma trae bills of incBctraent were found for 
passing counterfeits were Benjamin Cooper^* Doctor Barnabas Buddy 
and Samuel Haynes ; and David Reynolds was implicated from having 
furnished the confederates with types. These were the four individu* 
als, who having pleaded guilty, were to receive their sentence on the 
19th August, as before mentioned 

Another, by the name of Ayres, had committed his offence in Sus- 
sex County, and consequently was not put upon his trial at the same 
time with the others. He was a Justice of the Peace and highly re- 
spected. It was believed that he had repented and for some time 
abandoned the practice of eireolating Ae counterfeits, for his whole 
life had been so exemplary to all appearance that, not long before 
suspicion rested upon him, the congregation to which he belonged had 
chosen him to be one of their officers ; and even when the foul Uot 
upon his good name became public, so convinced of his innocence was 
his pastor, that he prayed on the Sunday after his commitment for his 
protection from false accusers ; and on a subsequent occasion, on re- 
ceiving false intelligence of his release, publicly returned thanks there- 
for. Before another Sunday arrived, the astounding news was re- 
ceived that he had confessed his guilt 

The respectability of the culprits, and theur influential connections, 
were made to bear with great effect upon the pardoning power, and 
not without success. The day fixed for their execution arrived, and 
Reynolds, who seems to have been the least guilty, suffered the ig- 
nominious death to which he had been sentenced, while the others 
were remanded ; and finally, in December, Governor Franklin pardon- 
ed Haynes, Budd and Cooper, and probably Ayres also, although his 
name does not appear in the same document with the others.f 

Among the Stirling Papers in the New York Historical Society 
Library (copies of most of which are also in our own) is a letter writ- 
ten by Cooper on the 7th Sept (when he expected to be hung on the 
17th) soliciting Lord Stirling's interference in his behalf; from which 



* One of the billa poMmd &y Cocper wtm exhibited to the Society. It wm merlied 
across the face ** Countrayfii" and an affidavit accorapanyinf it, identified it at one re- 
eeived from Cooper bv ooe John Joidon. Robert Dronmiond Etqinrt enclosed the affi- 
davit and bill *' to Robert Gold Em). ett Hannover*' with the following lucid directions: 
** the above Mr. John Jnrden atestetli a bek>re me this SOthcky of Janavary 1769, and 
I desier yoo to Perceqote tlie same as sone at Posseble I am or. your Humble Servt. 
RoBT. DauMMONO." Specimens of the genuine bills were also exhibited. 

t I have understood tliat the Death warrant of these men^the reprieve (tf the three 
nnexecuted—^nd the order to guard the jail against a rescue — were etill in existence' 
having been ibond among the papers of the late Major John Kinney, a desoendant of 
Sheriff Kinney of that penod; and not long tinea tome ol Ford't toolt weia Iband in tha 
honte he occupied. 

8 
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it appears that Cooper had been in his employ, and had received only 
two parcels of counterfeits, one of which he burnt It was his con- 
fession that laid open the secret of the gang so far as he knew them, 
and he says that he had received the assurance of two of the judges, 
one of whom was hU father, that if he confessed he should not be con- 
sidered in any other light than as a witness. The letter is evidently 
that of an illiterate man, however respectable his relations may have 
been. 

Whfle these events were transpning, Ford, Richardson and King, 
ibe prime movers and concocters of the mischief, were sedcing safety 
in the wilds of the west with prices set upon their heads. They were 
traced along the Susquehanna and Juniata rivers, were jomed by 
another accomplice, and all, well armed, proceeded towards the Mis- 
sissippi. Ford boldly paid his way with his spurious Jersey bills, thus 
leaving his mai^ behind him as he fled, and after reaching the Indian 
country, his course was traced some distance by the counterfeit coin 
found in the possession of the uninitiated lords of the forest Emissa- 
ries were dispatched down the Ohio, after the fugitives, but they suc- 
ceeded in effecting their escape, and their names would probably have 
been as unrecalied as their fate is unknown, had not circumstances, to 
which I would now refer, served to preserve them from oblivion. 

On the night of the 21st July, 1708, the office of Stephen Skinner, 
then the Treasurer of East Jersey, residing at Perth Amboy, was en- 
tered by some one and robbed of JS6,570 9s 4d in coin and bills ; a 
sum which few treasuries even in our days can spare without an equi- 
valent, and which then was sufficient for the support of the province 
an entire year. Mr. Skinner was connected with many of the leading- 
familes in the province, and the fact of the robbery as set forth by him 
was, at the time, not doubted. Suspicions fell upon various individ- 
uals, and several were arrested and examined without eliciting any 
information that could give a clue to the perpetrators of the outrage,^ 
and the matter remained enshrouded in uncertainty, notwithstanding 
the exertions of the Governor and other functionaries, until the session 
of the assembly in October, 1770. 

That body took up the subject, referred it to a Committee for exam- 
ination, and the result was a report in which an opinion was expressed 
that the loss should be attributed to the negligence of the Treasurer, 

♦ Among others tmpected, James Parker, Mayor, wrote to Gov. Franklin, under date 
of AngnMS, )768, that the Chief JuMice and himself had caused one "Hartwick and 
othen in the Brunswick Boat/' that leA Amboy the evening before the rohhery, to be 
apprehended ; bat after examination they were dismissed.— W.A.W. M^S : VoL I. 
No. 107. • 
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and iStvtit he should be held aceountable far the amount ; and this coa* 
elusion was sanctioned by k vote of the Assembly. The Committee 
threw no %ht whatever upon the robbery, and the effect of the report 
was to cast upon the Treasurer the odium of having &bricated thd 
story to shield his own mat-conduct In office. 

Nothing having been done by the Governor towards the snspensioa 
or removal of Mr. Skinner during the two succeeding years, the As- 
sembly in September, 1772, on having their action upon the subject 
invoked by a remonstrance of the Treasurer against the vote of 1770, 
reiterated their approval of that decision, and invited the Governor to 
join in some measure '* to bring the Treasurer to account for, and to 
pay to the colony, the sum said to be stolen,'* They complained that 
that officer was continued in office, the public money still confided to 
his care, and no measures adopted to recover the deficiency in the pub- 
lic funds, end the result of two or three messages between them and the 
Governor was a proposition that Skinner should be removed from of- 
fice, and another Treasurer appointed who should be authorized to 
commence a suit against his predecessor for the deficiency ; and should 
this not meet the Governor's views, he was requested to point out soms 
other practical mode of obtaining the desired end. 

To this course the Governor objected upon what appear to be suf- 
ficient grounds so long as there was no proof of embezzlement by the 
Treasurer. In addition to the force of precedents, his instructions 
from the Crown forbade his removing an officer without sufilcient 
cause, but neither he nor Skinner objected to the institution of a suit; 
on the contrary the latter expressed his willingness ** to submit the 
matter to any reasonable mode of decision," but requested, in justice 
to himself, that he should not be removed until the case was decided 
against him, as it would, without doubt, bias the minds of the people 
unfavorably, and they were ** already too much prejudiced by the re- 
ports which had been circulated against him.** llie Governor sug- 
gested that an information might be filed, and an amicable suit be based 
thereupon, security being given that the Treasurer would abide its re- 
sult, and, if unfavorable, promi^g to resign his office. 

Conference Committees of the Council and Assembly were appoint- 
ed — that of the Council being composed of Lord Stirling, John Ste- 
vens, Richard Stockton, and Daniel Coxe* — ^men of high standing. — 
The Assembly Committee declined the proposition of the Governor and 
Council as being less feasible than that of the Aisembly, (which, how- 
ever, they did not urge in the conference,) and objected to the oonsider^ 

* The other nembon of the Council were PiBter Kemble, Fretident, Jftroet Parker, 
Cbarlei Read, David Ogdeo, Frederick Smyth, Samuel Smith, and Lawrance. 
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adon of anj other project prior to tiie removal of the Treasorer.— 
Three dajs after this conference, without desiring anj farther consul* 
tation, the Assembly informed the Governor they could take no part 
in the prosecution, and threw upon him the entire responsibility of any 
consequences that might ensue. 

To this captious proceeding Governor Franklin returned a dignified 
reply. The Council were unanimously of opinion that the Treasurer 
ought not to be removed before trial, and as the Assembly refused to 
take any part in the prosecution, declining through their Committee 
to confer freely upon the best mode of attaining the desired end, al- 
though he had been, and still continued to be, ready to adopt whatever 
course the two Committees might recommend ; it would be unreason- 
able to subject him to censure ^ould any ill consequences result to the 
public interests. He was ready to appoint any lawyer to conduct the 
suit which they might recommend to him, (the Attorney General being 
the Treasurer's brother,) and should they not do so, but rise without 
l^viding for the expenses of the suit, he would be under the necessity 
of letting the matter remain unsettled. To this message the House 
resolved to return no answer, and at their request, were prorogued the 
latter part of September. 

The Legislature did not meet again until November, 1773, and dur- 
ing the recess the affair of the Counterfeiters had transpired, and it 
was natural that the Treasurer, anxiously seeking to exculpate him- 
e^ from the charges which directly or indirectly had been brought 
against him, should be led to fasten upon Ford as the person most 
likely to have committed the robbery — ^a deed so much in accordance 
with his other acts of villainy, and enquiries were at once set on foot 
with the view of tracing the crime to him. 

Reynolds, the individual who was executed, testified that on one oc- 
casion, wlien ia want of money of a more valuable kind than their 
own worthless mauu&cture. Ford promised to procure it for him, ex- 
hibiting at the same time a large package which he gave him reasoa 
to believe he obtained by the robbery, saying he had ** got hold of the 
€ag-ead of the treasury ;" and subseqently, he saw Ford through a key 
hole cutting up mKuU of bilUf and, as his own were all printed sepa- 
rately, it was deemed conclusive evidence that these had been obtained 
fi-om the officers of the province before their regular emission. Coop- 
er's first eonfessioQ did not refer to the robbery, but he subsequently 
swore that Ford had made known to him all the circumstances and 
acknowledged that he, in conjunction with two soldiers attached to 
the garrison at Amboy, had comhted it. 

The censure which had been cast upon Governor Franklin for Hke 
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(kvor shown the aHeged deltnqtient Trensurer, led him to take up these 
confessions and press thend with x^ upon the attention of the Assem- 
hly when they convened in November, 1773, as offering the necessary 
proofs of the innocence of that officer. 

The spirit which the stamp act and other ofiensive measures of the 
British Parliament had generated in New Jersey, as well as in the 
other colonies was by no means extinct, although in New Jersey a 
period of three or four years of comparative quiet had succeeded the re- 
peal of the first, and modification of the other measures. The assembly 
which was elected in 1772 was more decidedly in opposition to Gov- 
ernor Franklin's administration than any of those preceding, and on 
this matter of the robbery the whole strength of that opposition was 
sbawn. 

James Kinsey, a prominent man from West Jersey — a member 
from Burlington — was leader of the opposition, and was made chair- 
man of the Committee to which the Governor's message and the ac- 
companying documents were ref^nred.* He made a long report, in 

* The followinf extraeto from original letten in mv powenion, which have never be- 
fere been printed, in MMne measure raise the curuin that would otherwise prevent a full 
undemtandinff of the course pursoed by the assembly, and the motive which prompted 
it. The letters were written by a member closely connected with the Grovernor in feel- 
ing and inierost, and a relation of the Treasurer, and some allowance may therefore be 
made for a bias in their fevor ; but as they were written to members ol his own femily, 
with no hitentton that the iuforroation they contained should be promulgated abroad, the 
■tatements are undoubtedly, in all their prominent features, correct. 

December, 1779. 

** How our politics will turn, I cannot say. Our politicians Jook sharp for a favorable 
mmelhvugt which is not yet found out, to attack the Gbvernor. I enclose you his speech, 
the words '* Confessions of some of them, tArroborated bv several striking circurostan- 
ees" — have been pitched upon and lariely spoken to, and though the Governor laid all 
his papers before us, on which he loundea his sentiments Jpi we have wisely sent him a 
■essage, requesting he will point out the striking circumstances, &c. The Gov. has not 
refurned any answer to this menage, delivered last night. I look upon this as an essay, 
aiid when tin) Goveraor tells us on what he founds his opinion, if possible it will be made 
the sobjevt of debate. I find that three leading memjeraare determined not to pay any 
vetard le confessions, however supported by the most striking circumstances, nay, I be- 
lieve some would rather that the robbery was never discovered, than the fevorite scheme, 
disappoieied — the removal of the treasurer, and the new and favorite controverny it 
would open. The nominatton 9/ the TVfOsarer 6y the House and removable ordy by them^ 
99 the dtaiing iJbfeU^te which everp other coMsidv^Uj^ * * * 

His [Mr. lunsey'sj fingers itch to lake up the pen against the governor, but without the 
•pint of prophecy, the event is easily to be determined.'* 

Dec. 5, 1773. 

** The Governor sonie time ago, agreeably to the request of the house, sent a detail of 
the confessions^ and the circurastances attending them, that induced him to think the 
treasury was fobbed by Ford The lancttage of this mesage was certainly unexception- 
able, and needed mo aaswer r it was only the governor's opinion on facts, of which they 
could judge» and diflefeoca ia opiaioa was aaiuiallf to be expected ; however, a com- 
mittee was appointed to iMpeet tlMjoapers, dec, referred to by the Governor, of which 
Mr. Kinney, of course was one. Every [day] since, he has been buried in his office 
writinc for his lifey for wliat end I know not, unless he means to show the treasury waa. 
not r^bed, which I think he will not be hardy enough to do. He gives out that if 
lightning had blasted the tnasury, Skinner ia liable, and 1 fear he has rancor enough, if 
that had beea tha cm«, aad ha had it ia his power, to conpel him to pay it. All public 
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which he took an entirely different view of the circnrost^nees j^reeented 
the Govemofy — ^those considered by him as ** strikiogly^ corrobora- 
tive of the Treasurer's statements, and the confession of Reynolds 
and Cooper, not ** striking" the committee with the same force — ex* 
culpating Ford from the charge brought against him, and broadly in* 
sinuating that the Treasury never had been robbed. This report was 
adopted by a large majority. 

It is to this stage of die controversy that the following pasquinade 
refers. It was written by William Livingston, (afterward Governor.) 

** Giwemar^ Gentlemen, the Treasury has been robbed. 

Assembly. Many people. Sir, are of that opinion. 

G. But Sam Ford has robbed it "^ 

A, That is more than we know. 

G. But I have laid before you the proofs and papers. 

A. The papers, sir, we have received, but the proofs we cannot find. 

G, They contain striking circumstances. 

A. They dont strike us. 

• •••••• 

G. But Sam Ford is a villaia. 

A^ So he is. 

6r. Tlien he has robbed the Treasury. 

A, NegtUur cansequentin.. 



botineM if«t a itand, the Governor's apeech not yet reail in the houae, bat kept back 
with BBpport, dec dEc., until the Governor, I suppoM, khall be induced to Mibmit to their 
demand*. * * 

" 19, December. 1T73. 

" For these three dayi past. We have had nnder consideration the iremendous report 
of the committee, which has been preparinf( since the 30ih of last month. It consisit of 
75 paces in Mr. K.'s hand writing. It is now before the Governor and Council. The 
committee thought it an artful measure to matte it only a report to the house, and not a 
message to the Governor : not considering that their daily minutes were laid before him. 
He has now got it, and it is a vindication of Saml. Ford against the aspersions cast oa 
him by the Governor;— an argument in answer to tlie Governor, that the treasury wae 
robbed :~reflections upon the conduct ot the Gov. and Council, toochinf the eiamina* 
tions of the convicts :-*a censure upon the officers of government at Moms Court :— and 
vet a salvo for their mistaken seal :~a declaration that Ford did not rob the treasury : — 
insinuates that it was not robbed : and yet that it was robbed ; with at least a doaen 
barelaced lies, that the journals of the House, will sliow with many fuore contradictions 
and absnrdities than I have time at present to enumerate. To contend wa* ill vain : an 
absurdity pointed out was reconciled by the question, and the report carried by a great 
majority. I have never iiad more occasion for temper, and I think I have had a share of 
Job's on this trying occasion. ••*••*« Duringthese debates, the treasurer 
ptesented two memorials praying and entreating to be ined : all are disregarded as 
yet, and by this report the Gov. is to turn him out for his mtefbrtnne, while the assembly 
descend to plead the eauaaoTSam Ford, who they eonleaa to be lui arch villain. 

Tomorrow the Houae will determma on theaa memoriab. How, you will eaaily 
tueaa, fnm the account I have given of their leport. In short, right or wrong, the opin- 
ion of the House is to be followed, and dance an we will the people are to pay the fidler. 

***** The report was certainly framed to prevent any favorable impression 
on the people, with regard to the treasurer, frpm the Governor's message. lu length and 
Mmhood will ttMie time lo coafiite.**-*W.A.wrMSS: Vol. IF, Not. 30-33. 
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G. One of the witnesses has sworn tiiat he saw him, through a 
key hole, cut Ihe bills from the sheets in which they were printed. 

A. The bills in the Treasury were not in sheets.* 
« G. I'hat's an unlucky curomstance ; but he is a villain, and there- 
fore the worst must be supposed against him. 

A. The witnesses against him are villains, and therefore to be 
supposed to testify falsely. 

• •••••• 

G, Then yon wont believe that he has robbed it ! 

A. We dont care who has robbed it 

Gf What then do you want! 

A, The money. 

Gr. From whom do you want it ; from Sam Ford f 

A. From the man with whom We entmsted it 

G. Then demand it ot him. 

A, We dont know how to set about it, unless you turn him outf 

The report of the Committee was sent to the Governor and was 
answered by him in a long and argumentative message, in which he 
recapitulated the grounds of his previoua version, and narrated the 
circumstance which had marked the invest^ation of the subject, by 
the previous assembly ; but his reasoning was of no avail — the oppo« 
sition were resolute, and swerved not from the course they had adopt- 
ed. On the 10th February, 1774 — ^up to which time their answsr to 
the speech, at the opening of the session in November, had not been 
presented — they said ** It would give us pleasure to be able to join 
your Excellency in opinion that the robbery of the Eastern Treasury 
had been brought to light, but after having considered your ExceUen- 
cy's message of the SOth November, and examined the papers laid be* 
fore us, we cannot but think that this afiair still remains in an obscurity 
which we must leave to time to unravel r| and an intimation is 



* Several little diBcrepaneiefl of this kind were made a frrrat deal of at tlit tin 
The writer was told by an aced friend, tlien residing in Amboy, that it wan asserted 
said the broken glass of the panes through wliich admission into the building was 
to have been attained, was ali on the outside of the window instead of nuide, and 
great stress was laid upon the circumstance. 

t Sedgwick's Life of LivingstOD. 

t As a specimen of the acrimony and pointedness which characterised most of tbii 
correspondence, the following eitract from the Governor*! reply, is here inserted. It li 
in answer to the passage in the test : — 

" I can at present only judge of the " pteasars it would give yoa to join me in opinioa 
that the robbery of the Eastern treasury had been brought to fight," by the great pains 
which have been taken by a eommitt^ of your house to prove the contrary, and your 
approbation of their report. But I have, nevertheless, reason to think, gentlemen, that 
it will not be long before those dark clouds which your committee have raised to ohscura 
that light, wilt be so efleetoally dispelled sa lo afibid yoo so opportunity oteQoying tha 
idMsure you mention." 
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given, that the inbfeqtient anxne of die Asaembljy in reUtion to the 
support of the goveroment, would depend in tome memmre upon the 
Goveroor's determination respecting Mr. Skkmo^s removal This 
* withholding of the sapplies/ was ever a powerful weapon with eolo- 
nial assemblies, and this threat to employ it, may not have been with- 
out effect at the present joncture, although Governor Franklin in his 
reply, informed the assembly, he could not be driven by such a pro- 
cedure, to act contrary to his own judgment, and the unanimous ad- 
vice of his council, in a matter he considered just and reasonable ; 
touching not only the honor of the government, but the constitutional 
rights of every freeman in the colony. 

This reply of the Governor closed the correspondeoce, and the As- 
sembly triumphed. Mr. Skinner, finding there was no probability of 
farther opportunity for investigation or probability that an exculpation 
could be secured so long as he retained his office, on the 22d February 
resigned his commission into the hands of the Governor.* The As- 
sembly immediately nomtuUed a successor, whom, by the advice of his 
Council, the Governor confirmed, and John Smyth was appointed 
Treasurer — authority being conferred upon him by an act approved on 
the 11th March, to bring an action against Us predecessor for the 
amount ** alleged to have been stolen.'' 

Governor Franklin has been aecusedf of having earned on this dis- 
cussion like an unwise, petulant and arrogant man, utterly destitute of 
prudence and self-possession ; but after an examination of the whole 
subject I feel compelled to exonerate him from much of this obloquy, 
and to express the opinion that the course of the Assembly was much 
the most censurable. That the Treasurer was anxious for a thorough 
investigation, there seems to be little doubt, and no possible harm 
would have accrued from a trial in the mode suggested by the Gov- 
ernor and Council, conducted by legal gentlemen of the Assembly ap- 
pointment, for if that course had failed to reach the offender^ other 

* The following extmct from a letter written bf John Stevene, one of the Cooneil, to 
a gentleman of Amboy— the originai of which ii in the writers pOMeirioo— refers to 
this event : 

" BuiLiNOTON, Feb. 88, 1774. 

«<* • • * * —On the 33d inst, in the evening, he (Mr. Sliinoer) resigned his offiee 
and the next cky, befbre the Governor took the advice of Council, we had a menage 
from the AtRembly by two of their norober, acquainting the Council that their House 
were unanimous in recommending Mr. John Smyth to succeed Mr. Sliinner, and as tho 
Council weie of opinion that their acquiescing in the request of the assemtdy would be 
most conducive to heal the difittrenoes subsisting between the branches of the Legisla- 
ture on account of the Treasurer,they advised the Governor to appoint Mr. Smyth,'*^- 
W.A.W. MSS: Vol. 1., N. 53. The reader will notioe how this nominatiMi by the 
Assembly verifies an assertion made by ika wiiler of ika letlar oa psge 50. 

t Sedgwjpk s Life of y vlqgstOQ. 
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measures might have been adopted. But it was early declared by a 
member of the House that the nomination and removal of the Treas- 
urer bj the Assembly veas tlie darling object to which every other con- 
sideration would be readily sacrificed^ and we have seen how prompt- 
ly the nomination of a successor followed the retirement of Mr. Skin- 
ner. The victory was their s, and success added still more strength 
and vigor to the opposition^ ever on the alert to profit by every instance, 
however slight, of real or presumed mal-administration of the govern* 
ment. 

It was most ill-judged, consequently, in Governor Franklin, to call 
Mr. Skinner into his Council, as he did shortly after his resignation ; 
for it could not be considered in any other light than a grant of pardon 
and reward to one lying under obligations to abide the result of an in- 
vestigation involving his moral character to a great degree. It was 
calculated to injure the Governor, vnthout, in the least, promoting the 
interests of Mr. Skinner, and this was characteristic of Franklin, who 
was generous, and regarded not the consequences to himself when 
anxious to serve his friends. 

Legislative halls were not the only arenas where combatants met to 
discuss the circumstances we have reviewed. The newspapers soon 
became the medium of communication between the parties, and as 
none were yet established in New Jersey, those in New York were se- 
lected ; and much of their limited space, for some weeks, was engrossed 
with the subject. Mr. Kinsey and his report were criticised and de- 
fended with much ability and with no small admixture of that party 
violence which now too commonly prevails on like occasions. 

In Rivington's paper of January 27th, 1774, an ironical letter of 
the keenest character appeared, purporting to be written by Grace 
Ford to Mr. Kinsey, thanking him for his exertions in behalf of her 
husband. "The credulous will scarcely be made to believe," said 
the letter, "that thine was the laborious and arduous task to convince 
a majority of thirty of the most learned Senators of the age that facts 
which had the sanctity of oaths, added to the solemnity of their being 
declared and confirmed with the last breath of one of the deponents 
to support them, were fictions— * * * * and that you so far succeed- 
ed as to induce twenty-one of them to acknowledge their conviction 
and deny eventiie existence of these facts." Only one more favor 
was asked— her husband's pardon for counterfeiting, which might also 
be obtained through his influence. Such was the effect of this letter, 
that Mr. Kinsey 's friends were at the trouble and expense of present- 
ing Mrs. Ford to tiie prmter in New York for tiie purpose of testifying 
in his presence that the letter was not genuine. 
9 
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Mr. Kfnsey, in bis report, took the ground that the oaths of such 
men as Reynolds, Cooper, Hajnes, and Biidd, were not deserving of 
credence. It was acknowledged by his reviewers, that such a concki- 
sion was correct, unless the testimony was confirmed by other circum- 
stances, when it should be received ; and with some show of propriety 
he was called upon to act consistently by having the charges against 
Ford as a counterfeiter withdrawn, as the testimony of these men 
was all that could be brought against him of an oral character. The 
comments upon his expressed doubts that there had been a robbery 
committed, were equally severe. He had been hospitably entertained 
by the Treasurer^ had eaten his bread and drunk his wine, and there- 
fore probably knew him better than all the rest of the world who es- 
teemed him guiltless. 

Tliese articles were ably answered under the signature of " Civis," 
but what reliance is to be placed upon the statements made cannot 
now be determined. The confession of Cooper was said to have heeh, 
obtained on the morning fixed for the execution, when, with the body 
of Reynolds hanging before him, he was told that he had riot ten 
minutes to live, " unless he confessed." What they wished him to 
confess he already knew, and the writer skilfully argues that, under 
such circumstances, nothing less than the information desired would be 
obtained. His confession was formally taken the next day and impli- 
cated Ford, although he had previously declared under oath that Ford 
had not told him any thing respecting the robbery. The testimony of 
Reynolds was also deemed nullified by the fact that the notes stolen 
from the Treasury were not in sheets. 

The magistrates of Morris county* were likewise severely censured, 
both in Mr. Kin soy's report, and in the articles emanating from his 
friends, for having gone out of fheir way, as was alleged, to obtain the 
testimony of these men ; but after an examination of the charges, the 
Governor and Council — not, it is true, an unprejudiced tribunal for 
such ii case — passed a vote of thanks to them for their energy and 
discretion.f 

It should here ho remarked, in justice to Ford, that in a letter ad- 
dressed to Cooper — a copy of which is among the Stirling papers — he 
pronounces it an utter falsehood that he had been concerned in the 
robbery, although from the well founded doubts of many of the state- 
ments contained in the letter, this assertion may be received vdth some 



* 'I'liey were the lion. David Ogden Judpe ; Samuel Tuthill and Samuel Ogden 
E--(jiiire8, Justices; with tlie Attorney General Cortlandt Skinner. 

T 'I'he niein^)erH present at this meeting were Kemble, Stevens, SmitUyParker, Smyth, 
Skinner, Coxe and Lawrence. 
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scepticism also. He desired to be released from the imputation for 
the satisfaction of his friends, as he believed * they thought much the 
worse of him for it — not minding the money making charge, which they 
looked upon only as a piece of ingenuity.' I fear there are many 
Fords at the present day, who while they would indignantly repel a 
charge of robbery brought against them, yet regard the tortuous de- 
vices, equally at variance with strict integrity, by which they add 
house to house and field to field, as only so many indications of shrewd- 
ness and ingenuity. 

The subject may have been treated too much at length for the 
patience of my audience, but the narration has, I trust, ^own how 
potent an influence the, otherwise triliing circumstances detailed ex- 
ercised upon the public mind, preparing it through the organization of 
parties and systematic opposition to the government, for those im- 
portant changes which the Congress of 1774 put in train, and which 
resulted in the overthrow of British authority in New Jersey. Too 
much engrossed with these to attend to matters of minor import, the 
robbery of the treasury — the counterfeiters — and all the events which 
had caused so much excitement, were forgotten by the multitude — 
The Treasurer became a wanderer, having adhered to the royal cause, 
and died in Nova Scotia :♦ — the suit against him was never brought 
to a close — Ford and his accomplices were never again heard of — 
and to this day the same doubts hang over the robbery and the guilt 
of the accused that existed in 1773. 



* The last Dotice of the Treasurer is in the IMinutes of Assembly in February, 1775, 
referring to the balance due from him, over and above the amount stolen. 

On the 7th it was ** Ordered that the late treasurer appear to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock, in order that the House may inquire of him concernihg the deficiency due from 
him to the province, and that a copy of the order be served immediately " Mr. Skinner 
responded to this order the next day, stating, that being of his Majesty's Council he 
could not attend before he had submitted the order to that body ; — but assured the House 
had he been apprised of their wanting the public money, he would have taken care that 
the whole should have been in the Treasury for their inspection— rather singular lan- 
guage for an ex-treasurer— but he had amply secured the Treasurer for the deficiency. — 
This deficiency was in the amount of the Bills of credit which should have been re- 
deemed and cancelled. On the 9tb, Samuel Tucker ofifered a resolution, which was 
adopted nem con — to the effect that there was such a deficiency, and that it was a breach 
of duty in any treasurer to apply any such money to any private purpose whatever. A 
portion, if not the whole of the amount for which Mr. Skinner failed to account, seems 
to have been lent to Lord Stirling, upon a mortgage which was discovered to be a second 
lien ; and on the 11th of the same month a committee was appointed to wait upon Lord 
StiruDg, and requtet further security, but they failed to obtain it. 
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THE HOLLANDERS IN NEW JERSEY. 



I have experienced some difficulty ii| selecting a theme for the pres* 
ent occasion ; and am quite sensible, after having determined the point, 
that I have not been so fortunate as to fix upon one which has any 
special attractive qualities in itself, or which promises anything of pe- 
culiar importance or interest in its development In one circumstance, 
however, it is appropriate. It is historical ; and in the language of 
Carlyle, it ought to be " enough, that all learners, all enquiring minds 
of every order, are gathered around her footstool, and reverently pon- 
dering her lessons, as the true basis of wisdom. Poetry, Divinity, 
Politics, Physics, have each their adherents and adversaries — each little 
guild supporting a defensive and offensive war for its special domain, 
while the domain of history is a free emporium, where all these bellige- 
rents peaceably meet and furnish themselves ; and sentimentalist and 
utilitarian, skeptic and theologian with one voice advise us ; examine 
history, for it is Philosophy teaching by experience ;" — and in this as- 
pect, mindful of what Bacon says, that " it is for God and Angels to be 
lookers on," I would fain contribute a note to that which is so useful 
and important in the instruction of mankind. If not a wreath to grace 
your festival, 1 may, perhaps, succeed in bringing one green leaf which 
may be thouglit worthy of a place in your chaplet 

'i'he different European races which made the hills and vallies of our 
glorious country tlieir home, have, each in their turn, found some con- 
genial pen to record their character and their deeds. This is well ; and 
the work has been the better executed, because there was a strong sym- 
pathy with, and a devoted love for it in the mind of the author. In 
this way the peculiarities of each have been fully set forth, and their 
excellencies portrayed by a loving hand ; and it is for our interest 
and beuetit that such has been their happy lot Our history is more full 
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and more instructive in consequence of these labors of love^ enriching 
it from the ample stores of the ^orious past 

There is, however; one exception — one unfortunate race, which, until 
recently, seemed fated to find no eulogist, and were in danger of being 
forgotten, and the remains of their history becoming so deeply entombed 
amid the rubbish of the past, that no one would have the courage to at- 
tempt to exhume them, and call the attention of the age to what was 
noble, praise-worthy, and instructive in their deeds and their suffer- 
ings. I allude to the Hollanders. The noble effort which (yCalla- 
ghan has made, to give us their true history, and the rich harvest with 
which that effort has been rewarded, has added a wreath to our crown 
— a star to our firmament of glory.* 

Two circumstances seem to have combined in influencing such a 
course and producing the result which we have alluded to above. The 
first, that the government of the country was soon wrested from their 
hands ; and though there may not have been design or motive prompt- 
ing neglect and concealment, there certainly was no inducement to 
celebrity or conspicuity, after that event. The second, that the re- 
mains of their history were locked up in a foreign language— foreign 
to those in authority, to the persons by whom, and the language in 
which, the history of the country was to be written and preserved. — 
These facts alone were enough to render annals even more attractive 
than theirs ; a kind of unexplored region which the foot of the enter- 
prising traveller even would shun, and which the fashionable tourist 
would be sure to leave in its unbrokep solitude. There might be beau- 
ties there — ^flowers, and lawns, and • dells, and^ mountain summits ; 
streams, and sparkling waters, and foaming cataracts ; but who would 
know it — who admire them ? Like some oasis in the heart of Africa, 
blooming in all the luxuriant fertility of a tropical clime, teeming with 
life and enacting its tragedies, as well as its farces, in the pubKc and 
domestic scene, but the world remains as perfectly ignorant of all, as 
though they never had been ! 

It is not pretended, or, at least, it ought not to be, that the Hollan- 



* Irving'a New York, it is tme, conferred immortality upon the Datc4) ; but it is some- 
thing like the celebrity of a fooPs cap and belb, while the sententious Kent passed them 
by with a single sweeping disparagement : " The Dutch Colonial Annals are of a tame 
and pacific character, and generally dry and uninteresting." The best apology for the 
Judge, is that he was not acquainted with ihera, and had never *• committed what has 
been well-called the indiscretion of (" really") attempting "lo master that portion of the 
history of our country which depends upon the Dutch annals, nvithout being well 
versed in the Dutch language," and of course was speaikng only on the authority of 
others. For himself he had never read a word of them, and his best excuse is that he 
could not ; only prudence might have restrained him from affirming, where he had no 
knowledge; and the rules of his own profession ought to have reminded him not to give 
testimony where he was unacquainted with facts. 
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deni-of New Netherland were a race which, in loftiness of pnrpose, 
energy of character, and purity of life, equalled the Puritan and the 
Huguenot, Not that there were not such men in the Fatherland, but 
^ that the circumstances and aims which led to the establishment of their 
Colonies on these shores, did not call for them, and consequently they 
were not found. They were not a religious sect, elevaited by enthusiasm 
and pursued by persecution — seeking a home for themselves, and their 
children, and liberty , to worship God ; but men wending in the com- 
mon paths of life, and in pursuit of its common aims and ends. 

The object of settlement was gain, commerce — and their Colonies 
were composed of traders and their assistants and servants ; not the 
most favorable materials certainly to form a State. If we add to this 
a sprinkling of adventurers, led here by the love of change and the li- 
cense of a country to a very great extent without an official gov- 
ernment, and a few desperadoes, who, like Maryn Adriensen, the 
Dutch Captain, seem to have cast loose upon these shores after a wild 
and desperate career in other lands, we shall have a sufficiently correct 
idea of the material out of which the social life and the prosperity of 
the State were formed. That out of such material so much was 
evolved in process of time, is not the least praise which is due to the 
Dutch character in New Jersey. 

It has been said that the ancient town of Bergen was founded as ear- 
ly as 1616 ; but there must be some mistake in this. It was probably 
only an out-post for trade ; rude in construction and tenanted only by 
those engaged in it. The first appropriation of land to individuals 
in the limits of the State of New Jersey is said to be the purchase of Mi- 
chael Paauw, of the district called Hoboken-Hacking, opposite New 
Amsterdam, on the west side of the river Mauritius, the 12th July 1630, 
to which was added, on November 22nd, Ahasimus and the peninsula of 
Aressheck, having the North River on the east, Hoboken-Hacking on 
the north, and surrounded by marshes, which served sufficiently for 
distinct boundaries. The compensation for all this was " certain car- 
goes or parcels of goods," and the place was named <* Pavonia.'* In 
this apparently unimportant transaction was laid, in fact, the founda- 
tion of our fruitful and chivabous State. The first Colony, however, 
was [Wanted, or attempted — for every individual left there was murdered 
by the Indians — on the Delaware by De Vries, in the very next year, 
1631 ; but jealousies arising at the New Netherlands, Minuet was re- 
called, and the idea of colonization indefinitely posponed, and only 
resumed under Van Twiller several years later ; (we are speaking of 
colonization as connected with a permanent improvement of the soil 
10 
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and eultifatioii.) In 16&3 two houses were erected at Pavonia,* but 
scareely one solitary agricultural settler had been, as yet, sent over by 
the Company to free ihe forest or reclaim the wilderness ;t and it was 
not until John Evertsen Bout came out from Holland in the ship 
Eendracht, as Superintendant of Mr. PaauVs Colony at Pavonia, and 
in 1630 obtained a deed for a farm in Bergen that there was, in fact» 
any actual settlement ihere.| 

The inducements to colonize, thus, were all connected with trade, or 
grow out of its success.^ Supplies were needed for those who prose- 
cuted it ; and to obtain them, cultivation became necessary. The bu- 
nness of supply was jffofitable when drawn from virgin soil, and it 
found those who were willing to pursue it Says one who has studied 
all the particulars of this history : — ^from the mildness of the climato 
and the other, physical advantages of the country, many among them 
—the merchants in Amsterdam — trading to N. Netherlands, began to 
turn their attention to the colonization of those distant parts, in the 
hope that by the establishment of industrious settlers and well r^u- 
lated plantations, their resources might be developed, wealthy Colo- 
nies founded, and a permanent market finally created for the manufac- 
tories of the Fatherland.ir In this way the settlement and doltivation 
of the country grew out of its occupation, with one or two. excep- 
tions ; no wealth fostered the effort — no strong arm defended it It m 
true tiie Baron Yander Capellan and the Baron Van Nederhorst haro 
left tiieir names on record in the history of the State as landholdets 
and proprietors of Colonies within its bounds ; but this is aU. Even 
their nobility has not saved them from the root of oblivion ; for in re*^ 
gard to the last, it is even now a problem where his Colony was situ- 
ated.** This could hardly have happened east of the Connecticut ; a 
town, a college, or, at least, a hotel would have marked such a fortu- 
nate circumstance as that of a sprig of nobility attempting to plant 
itself in our plain, untilled commonwealth. But the fact is, the scnl 
of America seems never to have been specially congenial to such scions^ 
and they generally passed away hastily and without being chronicled. 

* See the Histonr of New Netherland : Vol. 1, p. 156. t Ibid : p. 157. t Ibid : p. 167. 

^ Diveraobe echepen met Toick ende beestialen naa N. Nederlandt geeondeii, bf 
welck volck, synde meest dienaaren vande meergemelde compagnie.— VerbMl Van B** 
verninck ; page 606. 

T History of New Netherlands : p. 82. 

** The desoription of O'CaUaghanis so general as to warrant the aerartion in the text. 
" A new Colonie," of which Meyndert Meyndersten, the Heer Nederhorst, was Patroon» 
was established in the beginning of this year, (1641,) on the main land behind Staten Is- 
land, and extended from Achtor Gal, or Newark Bay, to Tappan ; a vary widedwaUiDg 
pkM» Ibf half a sooie of ikmUiei.. 
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If we add to the circamstances above noticed, die enconrageiiieiit 
which was extended by the West India compuiy at home, and which 
found its motives in the profits of commerce^ rather than the designs of 
statesmen, we shall have a dear view of the origin of the Dntch colo- 
nies in New Jersey, and of the materials oat of which they were com* 
posed. It is admitted, however, that the origin of the West India com- 
pany itself, was in some sense, so far at least, as the States Gicneral wa9 
concerned, political, and this was on its part an engagement to fornish 
money and armed ships to defend the company's interest in the New 
World; but this was only in case war should arise out of the coarse 
which they had determined to pursue in reference to Spain; the 12 years 
of truce with which had just terminated. In truth the project as well 
as the company, was after all essentially one purely commercial, set on 
foot ostensibly with the view of bringing additional resources to bear 
against the common enemy, Spain, but in fact to enrich its projectors 
and agents by a gainful trade with the untutored aborigines of the new 
world.* 

1^ ynH admit also of a question, whether, upon the whole, the very 
form in which encouragement was offered, including as it did all the 
evils of Patroons and Seigneurship, really proved in the end a benefit to 
the colonies. That they flourished and extended rapidly, is beyond aU 
question. The industry, thrift and economy, which had converted the ^ 
marshes of Holland Into a garden, reared upon them marts of com- 
merce and manufactures, which in then: day, had no rivals in Europe, 
when applied to the teeming soil of the new world could hardly fail to 
give large remunerative returns. It was a necessary consequence, and 
hence the vallies of the Passaic and Hackensack showed well cultiva- 
ted farms and comfortable dwellings, before the forests in other parts of 
tiie state were ever disturbed by the sound of the woodman's axe, and 
Iheir wild deer frightened by the presence of man. 

Smith in describing the state of the country says— 4iear the mouth of 
Hie bay upon the side of Overprook creek, adjacent to Hackensack riv- 
er, several of the rich vallies were then settled ; and near Snake Hill 
was a fine plantation, owned by Pinhome and Eickbe : for half of which 
Pinhome is said to have paid £500. Then there were other settle- 
ments upon Hackensack river ; and on a creek near it, Sarah Kierstead, 
of New York, had a tract given her by an old Indian Sachem, for her 
services in interpreting, on which several families were settled. John 
Berry had ^ large plantation two or three miles above, and considerable 
improvements; as had also near him, his son-in-law, Smith, and one 



* BxL New NolherlaDds, p. 91. 
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Baker^ from Barbadoes, on the west side of the creek :— opposite to Ber- 
ry were other plantations. There was a considerable settlement upon 
Bergen Pointy first improved by Edsall^ in Nichol's time. Other small 
plantations were improved along Bergen Neck to the east^ between 
the point and a large village^ Commnnipaw, of 20 families. Farther 
along live4 16 or 18 families ; and opposite New York, about 40 fami- 
lies were seated. Southward of this a few families settled together at 
a place called the Duke's farm ; and further up the country was a place 
called Hoebuck — now settled, and a mill erected there. Along the 
river side to the north, were lands settled by William Lawrence, Sam- 
uel Edsall, and Capt Beinfield — near the Highlands, Gov. Carteret 
had taken up two large tracts. This, it is true, applies to a period 
somewhat later: but from the number, extent and maturity indicated, 
is a sufficient proof of our assertion ! 

The mild laws of the colonies, and the liberty enjoyed there, from 
many onerous Puritan exactions, also operated in their favour. Tho 
persecuted, forgetting the principles for which they had been obliged to 
remove to America, in their turn became pe^-secutors, and now with- 
held the principles of citizenship from all who refused to square their 
belief according to a prescribed rule, or who were not members of a 
peculiar church ; and denying freedom of conscience and political 
rights to such as differed with them on abstruse points, which possibly 
neither party clearly understood, punished a minority for their "heres/* 
by incarceration and banishment " Such a course necessarily pro- 
duced discontent; to escape from the insupportable government of 
New England," numbers, nay, " whole towns" removed to New Ne- 
therlands, to enjoy among the Dutch, that religious liberty denied them 
by their own countrymen. It may be mentioned here by the way, 
that while the belief in vritchcrafl was rife in New England, in all Dutch 
Churches, at every communion season, the members were not only 
warned in the form used in that sacred service, against *' all enchant- 
ers, diviners, charmers, and those who confide in such enchantments,*' 
but the rejection of the whole idea of " familliar spirits'* was made a 
condition of partaking of the Holy Sacrament'* 

At the same time, several persons whose time of service had expired 
in Virginia, where lliey had become familiar with the process of rais- 
ing and curing tobacco, repaired to Manhattan, with the view to con- 
tinue there the cultivation of that plant, which was in such general 
demand, and from which such large remunerative returns were ob- 
tained. The number of such persons increased so much in a short 

* See Forn Conimuiuon in Contt of the Duteh B«f. Church. 
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^ame, that the attention of Government was directed to the fact, 
3|nd thej were called on to take an oath of allegiance, to Dutch au- 
thorities. All this had occurred before 1639. 

Besides these fertile vallies, which the Hollanders appropriated to 
themselves, in the eastern part of the state, they also soon occupied 
one of the most fertile portions of its middle section. The whole val- 
ley of the Raritan and its tributaries, belongs to theur descendants, with 
a few immaterial exceptions. The settlements on the Raritan, and 
Millstone, however, were not made until nearly half a century from 
this time. The earliest title for the land, obtained from the Indians, 
dates in 1681 — and the inhabitants of that part of the state, were not 
unmediately from Holland, but from Long Island. Many of them ap- 
pear to bave been Walloons and Huguenots. The Walloons were in- 
habitants of the frontier, between France and Flanders, extending 
from the Scheldt to the river Lys. They spoke the old French or 
Gallic language, and professed the Reformed Religion. During the 
thirty years war, they distinguished themselves for their valor and 
savage spirit The name is derived, it is said, either from " Wall," 
water or sea, or more probably from the old German word " Wahle** 
signifying foreigner. They applied, in 1622, to Sir Dudley Carleton 
for permission to settle in Virginia, with the privilege of erecting a 
town there, and of being governed by magistrates, to be elected by 
themselves. The application was referred to the Virginia company, 
but the condition which they attached to the permission granted, seems 
not to have been satisfactory to the applicants, and many of them sub- 
sequently turned their attention to New Netherlands, where the first 
company arrived, in company with Director Minuet, in 1624, and set- 
tled at the Wallabout. Among these was George Ransen de Rapelye, 
whose daughter Sarah is celebrated as the first white child bom on 
Long Island ; and several of the families on the Raritan claim kindred 
with her, as direct descendants.* 

The records of the church of Raritan, alone give some forty families 
which seem to have come from France, in some one of the great per- 
secutions, by which the reformation was succeeded there, and from 
Holland, to have made their way to our shores. This difference of 
origin and character is yet visible among the descendants of the two 
principal Dutch colonies, in New Jersey. Indeed, the Huguenot 
character, is largely developed, in Somerset county, making it one of 
the greenest spots in our state, on more accounts than one. There 
is no better organized community in the whole country— there are no 

* See HiirtiOf New NetherlaDds, vol I, page 110. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



churches exhibiting more order and conelBtent p)efy — there Is no ooun-, 
tj which liaa sent forth a larger qaota of men, eminent in all the walks 
of life — there is none at this time, more advanced in intellectoal inf- 
proYementy and in the means and appliances of education. That It 
owes something to the character of its first settlers, no one can doubt, 
who has been taught ftom history, how it works out, through the course 
of many successive years, the great impulses of controling events, and 
efficient causes. 

'* Social life,'' says Carlyle, " is the aggregate of all the individual 
men's lives, who constitute society. Histoiy is the essence of innu- 
merable biographies." In the words of Cicero—^' historia est testis 
temporuM ; lux veritatis ; vita memoruB, magistra vitcB ; nunda 
vettistatis," and in no quarter of the globe can difference of impulse, 
given by different races to the ** social life" and the " history" of commu- 
nities, be more clearly traced, than upon this continent. A true histoij 
can only be written, after an insight into these influences has been ob- 
tained ; and its beauty and instructiveness, and virtues, will consist in 
tiie clear and full developments, which it is able to make of the manner 
In which they affected individual character, created activities, moulded 
comnmnities, and gave tone to thought, to life, to conduct! Such a 
philosophical history, would be like a telescope, with powers to bring 
to view the past, and make it instructive to the present ; like a panora- 
ma, in which, what has been, is distinctly represented and made real^ 
for the purpose of aiding us to know what will be. It would bo a 
history, such as histories always should have been, but alas ! few of 
which, the world has seen. 

But it was not my purpose to enter upon the civil history of Hol- 
landers in New Jersey, having neither materials nor leisure fitly to ex- 
ecute such a task. So far as it has been done in what has been said of 
the New Netherlands it is well done ; but it will remain as a task for 
some one who is capable of penetrating into the mass of materials 
preserved in the Dutch language, at some future time to do our own 
State justice in this respect What we have in our present histories 
of New Jersey, with their acknowledged merits, is but a bird's-eye 
view, and that so distant and so dim, that the outlines can hardly bo 
seen, when there is, in truth, a beautiful landscape, rich in suidight 
and in shade, in stirring life and high purposes, in hopes, in fears, in 
affections and hates — in all, in fact, that makes the world a world of 
interest to us ; and all this beauty and life is to be laid open, made 
palpable and real, for our Instruction and for our encouragement I 

What I hoped to do was — after the rapid glance which Ihare taken 
of the Neiheilanders in New ^ersey,*-*to give some eocleaiAStical remin* 
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iseeiioes^ wMch hate fidlen in 'my way^ and which I eonidder not an 
QDvaiaaUe oontribotion to those materials out of which our history wfll, 
at some fiitiire time, be written ; regarding this to be of the more impor* 
tanee from the fact that many of these things, like the leaves of the 
Sybil, are growing fewer year by year, and the remnant, of course ^ 
more raluaUe. If they ai^ not soon snatched from the tide which is 
bearing thran onward to the great ocean of oblivion, they will be lost 
fbrerer. 

Tlie 27ih article of *' freedoms and ezempdons granted to the colo- 
nists of New Netherland'' by the West India Company, passed on the 
seventh day of June, 1629, enacted '^^that the Patroons and Colonists 
shall, in particular, and in the speediest manner, endeavor to find out 
ways and means whereby they may support a minister and a school- 
master, that ^us tiie services of God and zeal for religion may nOi 
grow cool and be neglected among them ; and thus they do for the 
first, procure a comforter for the sick/^ In the charter of the town 
of Bergen it was also enjoined '* to make provision for religious wor- 
ship, to choose a minister for the preaching of the word of God, and 
administering of the holy sacrament — to lay out such a portion of land 
for him, and the keeping of a free school for the education of youth as 
they shaU think fit, which land is to remain and to continue forever 
wiUiout tax/' This provision fiEuthfully carried out, is yet producing its 
beneficial influences. 

These provisions were not a mere form — ^a statute with a dead letter. 
The inhabitants of the town, five years after they had obtained a grant 
for their land (1663,) and their number could all be included in two or 
three scores, agreed, according to this provision, to be taxed for the 
support of public worship ; and in the next year (1664) commenced 
the erection of a house for divine service. Tradition gives us the situa- 
tion and character of that old " log-cabbin^' standing on the hill in 
what is now known as the " old burying-ground,'' where, from the 
beginningy— urbem conditum, — the ancient fathers had assembled to 
worship God, and memory hallows it as a sacred spot, consecrated like 
Bethel and Peniel, by visible manifestations of heavenly grace. Nor 
is there a stronger fact in all our history proving the attachment of a 
people to their religion than another corresponding circumstance ; that 
for fifty years and upwards, while they were dependent upon the Pas- 
tors in the city of New York for the administration of the ordinances, 
the Lord's Supper was dispensed to them on a Monday instead of the 
Sabbath, because these Pastors were then engaged in their own church* 
es, and that &ey should regularly assemble for that purpose. The 
caffefiil economy likewise, with which they began to set apart oertain 
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moi^ to be apfJied to the sapport of the Gospel, and laid the foun- 
dation of the rich endowment of that ancient churchy is to be mention- 
ed to their praise. 

, About the close of the seventeenth centory, churches had been or^ 
ganized in all the Dutch settlements in the State : Hackensack, 1686 ; 
Raritan, 1699, and at Belleville, Acquackanonk, Totowa, and Paramus 
about the same time. 

In these churches, as Pastors, labored and prayed such men as Gu* 
liam Bartholf, and Duboise, of Hackensack ; Sehoonmaker, of Ac- 
quackanonk ; Meyers, of Pompton, and Jackson, of Bergen — all men 
of (Hety and eminent in their day — faithfid, laborious, pains taking, to 
edify the church and preach the Gospel. 

Bartholf was the first minister of the church at Hackensack. He 
is said to have been bom there, and having received a good education, 
and exhibiting rare gifts, he was chosen by the church to be their Pab- 
tor, sent over to Holland to study Theology and receive ordination, 
and, on his return, was installed, and labored many years, having 
many seals to his ministry, and idled in peace. He was in possession 
of a mild and placid eloquence which persuaded by its gentleness and 
attracted by the sweetness which it distilled, and the holy savour of 
piety which it difiused around. He belonged to the evangelical part 
of tiie ministry of his day, and promoted the independence of the 
church of foreign control 

Meyers, of Pompton, was originally called to the church at King- 
ston, in the State of New YorL He was a man of extensive learning, 
and had been ednicated in one of the Universities of Germany. He 
sailed from London on the 6th August, 1763, in the same ship vrith J. 
R. Hardenbergh, and afterwards married his sister. In Nov. 1772, af- 
ter serving the church for nine years-— on account of disafiection, aris 
ing from his views on the question of the independence of the church 
— ^he removed to New Jersey and became Pastor of the churches of 
Pompton and Totawa. Whilq there he was appointed Professor of 
Oriental Literature and Lector in the Hebrew language, and received 
the honorary degree of Doctor in Divinity from Queen's CoUege.^- 
Meyers ranked, in point of influence, with Hardenbergh and Livingston 
in the church to which he belonged ; and in his piety and evangelical 
spirit savoured of the Blairs and Tennents in the Presbyterian Church. 
His remains sleep under the Pulpit of the church on Pompton Plains ; 
and some twenty years since, when the church was about to be enlarged^ 
the wall in the rear was left standing, and extended on both sides, so 
as to ijMfesenre the place of the Pulpit in the new house precisely where 
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itliad been ia the old ; immediately above his grave a broad stone mailcs 
the place where his ashes rests, and records his honors and his virtues. 

Jackson originally studied with John Frelinghuysen, at Raritan, and 
after having been selected by the church of Bergen as their Pastor, 
went to Holland to complete his studies and receive ordination. — 
He was absent five years, but the patience of the church which had 
chosen him was not exhausted. When he returned in 1755, they re- 
ceived him with open arms ; and belabored among them for 32 years, 
when, in consequence of a failure of his intellectual powers, he was de- 
clared " Emeritus," and retired from the active duties of the Pastoral 
office, his kind people administering to his wants until his death. Jack- 
son was a man of learning and giHis. His oratory had a popular char- 
acter. He might have been a demagogue, and wielded an extensive ^ 
political influence, if he had devoted himself to secular pursuits. As 
a field preacher, he is said, by one yet living who often heard him 
preaching in the open air, to have been but little inferior to Whitefield 
himself. But he preached in the Dutch language, which, to those who 
have written our history, was an " unknown tongue/' and so no 
one has arisen to do him honor, and no pen has recorded his virtues or 
the triumphs of his eloquen.ce. 

I might extend the list and introduce into it other names and portraits, 
but it is unnecessary. The whole of this department of the history of 
our State is in the hands of one who will do it justice,* and at some 
future time the society may have the pleasure of listening to its de- 
tails. 

The first improvements on the Raritan were made subsequent to the 
year 1681. The names of Thomas Codington, John White, John 
Royce, Jerome and Peter Van Nest, Cornelius and John Tunison, 
James Graham, aAd Matthew Taylor, occur as having been the first 
land-holders and permanent residents. They all purchased their plan- 
tations from the Aborigines, at what was considered, by both parties, a 
fair price, and occupied them in peace. They had long been the fa- 
vorite hunting and fishing grounds of the Raritan tribe ; the head- 
quarters of which was the site of Piscataway, and a cofisiderable 
town was also situated directly opposite the present village of Raritan, 
on the south bank of the river. 

Nearly twenty years elapsed from the time of the extinction of the 
Indian title, before the inhabitants were sufficiently numerous to form 
themselves ipto a churcL On the 9th of March, 1699, the Rev. Mr. 



* Rev. Dr. Taylor, of Bergen. 
11 
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Bartholf, of Hackensack, ordained John Tunison, as an Elder and 
Peter Van Nest as a Deacon, and so organized the church in form.— r 
On the succeeding day, three children received the ordinance of bap- 
tism ; and from the record of their parents and Godfathers, or spon- 
sors, we ascertain the names of three more of the early inhabitants of 
Raritan. They were Cornelius Vroom, Derick M iddagh, and Michael 
Jansen. From the same source we learn, that before 1700, Michael 
Van Veghten, Frederick Garretsen, John Ootman Wortman, Jacob 
Sebring, Isaac Bodine, Maurice AUeyn, and Peter Dumont, were land- 
holders and members of the congregation. 

From the organization of the church until 1720, it was favored with 
only occasional preaching ; but the Lord's Supper appears to have been 
* regularly administered twice every year by ministers from the vicinity 
of New York. In the Spring of 1728, Theodorus Jacobus Freling- 
huysen arrived from Holland, and assumed the pastoral charge of the 
churches of Raritan, New Brunswick, Six Mile Run, and North Branch. 
When he entered upon his labors in the County of Somerset, there was 
almost everything to dishearten and few things to encourage. The 
population was sparse, the settlements miles apart, the country covered 
with wood, the roads but little more than bridle paths, the rivers and 
streams unbridged, and the people in that condition in which even the 
best and m<Jst moral community will be found, after having been, for 
30 or 40 years, in a wilderness, without schools, churches, or any of the 
benefits of public institution in morals and Christianity. 

An anecdote is told of the circumstances which induced him to 
come to America, which, as illustrative of his temper, may not be in- 
appropriate to the present occasion. The churches hero were sup- 
plied with Pastors by the West India Company, and they, living princi- 
pally in the city of Amsterdam, generally advised with and employed 
the ministers of that city and its vicinity in procuring suitable persons 
to be sent out. When the call from the churches in New Jersey was 
received, a pious minister of the classis of Amsterdam, named Siccos- 
chandy, interested himself in procuring an evangelical minister to pro- 
ceed thither ; and while inquiries were being made, Mr. Frelinghuysen 
passed through the town in which Siccoschandy resided, from West 
Friesland, his native country, on his way to the city of Ermbden, to 
the Rectorship of the Academy of which he had received an invitation, 
and put up for the night at the house of the Elder of the church, — 
When the hour for family worship arrived, the young stranger was in- 
vited to conduct it. He readily consented, and after reading a chapter 
in the sacred scriptures, gave a brief exposition and concluded with 
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prayer. The Elder was so much pleased with his remarks and with his 
whole spirit and conversation, that in the morning, when he was about 
to depart on his journey, he exacted a promise of him to make his house 
his home again on his return, and then hastening to his Pastor, ex- 
claimed : " I have found tlie man to go to America." In due time the 
promise was fulfilled, and after consultation and conference, he agreed 
to accept the call and emigrate to America. The thing was consider- 
ed by him as a special providence, and left no question in his mind as 
to the path of duty, when he forsook forever his home and kindred for 
strangers in the wilderness, that he might bring to them the blessing of 
the Gospel ordinances. 

When he arrived and surveyed his field of labor, he found it wide, 
but by no means inviting. Besides its extent, and the imperfection of 
the avenues of travel, without roads or bridges, and obliging him to 
pursue all his duties on horseback — the state of religious knowledge 
and sentiment was by no means favorable. We shall not do the early 
settlers in Somerset County any injustice if we describe their moral 
and religious state in the words of Rev. Samuel Blair, in reference to 
the churches in Pennsylvania, about the same period : " A very la- 
mentable ignorance of the main essentials of true practical religion and 
the doctrines nearly relating thereto, very generally prevailed. The 
people were generally, throiigh the land, careless at heart and stupidly 
indifferent about the great concerns of eternity."* 

His place of residence was about three miles west of New Bruns- 
wick, from which, as a centre, he made his excursions as the wants of 
his people demanded, preaching alternately in the different churches, 
and catechising and instructing the youth. Here Whitefield found him 
in 1739, and in his journal speaks of an extensive revival of religion as 
the eJBect of his labors in New Brunswick and its vicinity. Here Gil- 
bert Tennent found him when he came to New Brunswick in 1727, 
and also makes mention of the revival, and of the soundness and ex- 
perience of those who professed to have been his subjects, as well as 
a kind letter which he wrote him in reference to his public duties as a 
minister of the Gospel 

The history of this great work of Grace has never been written, 
and cannot now be given with any degree of accuracy or to any ex- 
tent. The materials have almost entirely perished. Tradition repre- 
sents it as having been very general and powerful — very evangelical 
and thorough. In the church at Raritan, the records of which alone 
have been preserved, 44 were received on confession of their faith, 



♦ See " Log College," pp. 258-9. 
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which must have been nearly, if not quite, equal to one in each family ; 
and the supposition that an equal number were received in the other 
churches, would make the whole number 176, which cannot be very 
wide of the truth. This, considering the state of the churches, was a 
grand result, and shows that it was in fact what it has been considered 
as the turning point in the religious influences in Somerset County. — 
The fruits of it remained long visible in the character of the people, 
and are even yet, perhaps, working for good. It had one effect, which 
was of incalculable value. It decided the question whether a formal 
faith in the doctrines of Christianity, or the practical, spiritual religion 
of the heart was its genuine type ; and saved the churches from resting 
in a form in which there was no power. 

Out of the state of things which this revival produced, grew the 
necessity of an expedient, which, although successful in this one case, 
and perhaps justifiable, is certainly of doubtful propriety as a general 
course. The extent of his pastoral charge made it utterly impossible 
for Mr. Frelinghuysen to counsel and advise, to instruct and guide all 
those who, in such a state of awakened feeling and enquiry, demanded 
his attention. What then was he to do ? Assistance could not be ob- 
tained from his brethren in the ministry, for there were no supernumer- 
aries in those days. He determined, like an energetic man, to meet 
the emergency and provide for it in the best possible way. He select- 
ed from the aged, prudent, and pious men in each of his churches, two 
of the most gifted, and set them apart for this work. They were not 
ministers — they did not attempt to preach; but they were the leaders in 
the prayer meetings, the visitors of the sick, the advisors of the inquir- 
ing, and the instructor of the young by catechising and exhorting ; they 
were called " helpers/' and continued, during their lives, to be held in 
special honor and respect ; and it is said that there has been a special 
observable blessing upon their families, manifested in a kind of hered- 
itary piety from father to son, even down to our day, like that which 
rested upon " the house of Obed Edom, because the ark was there.*' 

The most striking characteristics of the preaching of Mr. Freling- 
huysen, were its evangelical character, the frequency with which he 
insisted on regeneration or change of life, and his vehemency in main- 
taining that all forms were nugatory without the religion of the heart 
On these points his views and course were not in harmony with those of 
his people. " How can he know whether a man is born again ?" said 
they ; and many soon began to manifest alienation and opposition.-— 
A division arose — the church was distracted, and his latter days em- 
bittered ; but it did not daunt him for a moment He went forward in 
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Tak cotirse xdtbotit regard to favor or to fear. He published at diflb- 
rent times small volumes of his sermons which had been most objected 
to, and his enemies also put forth a pamphlet of 146 pages, containing 
an elaborate and ingenious defence of the course which they had pur- 
sued ; but in the end his measures were perfectly successful, and his 
enemies under the ministry of his successors were reconciled with the 
chureh. 

As a specimen of the way in which he met the opposition of his de- 
tractors we may quote a verse of doggerel which, it is said, he had paint- 
ed on the back of his sleigh and so rode through the country : 

Nieraands tonf?, nos: niemands pen, 
Maakt my andere dan ik ben ; 
Spreek quaad fspreekers, ppreek sonder end — 
Niemand en word ran u geschand. 

Whieh may be rendered in the same vein : — 

No man's tonsne, nor no man's pen, 
Makes roe other than I am; 
Speak, evil speakers, speak without end — 
No one regard^ the words you spend. 

The opposition which Frelinghuysen encountered at Raritan, existed 
also in other parts of the church, and was fostered by names among 
the minority, which were eminent, and carried power with them. It 
pretended to great attachment to the faith, and the customs of the 
Fatherland ; and denied the right to ordain a ministry, except in Hoi* 
land ; maintaining the necessity of subordination on the part of the 
churches here, to the jurisdiction of the classis of Amsterdam ; and 
indeed, until 1767, when HardenWgh was ordained in New York, by 
a Coetus or convention of ministers, in favor of making the church in* 
dependent — all the young men who had entered the ministry, had 
gone over to Holland, for the purpose of ordination by the classis of 
Amsterdam. Five son« of Frelinghuysen — the two Van Harlengens, 
and Leydt, of New Brunswick, went from Sonierset county alone.— 
But upon the merits of this dispute, which led to violence, produced 
bitterness and alienation, down until about the time of the Revolution, 
it is not my intention to ent6r. 

The publications of which I have spoken, are all in the Dutch lan- 
guage, and are becoming scarce. I'he sermons are of a high order of 
excellence — direct, pungent, spiritual, they aim at the heart and effect- 
ually reach it I doubt if they were surpassed in these characteristics 
by any of their day. They merit translation and re-publication, and I 
hope yet to see them awaking from their tomb, and walking forth in a 
new dress, to preach to the world. They shew that Theodorus Jacobus 
Frelinghuysen was among the men of his age ; few of which, in fact, 
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exerted a wider or more beneficial influence upon the cause of splritii- 
al Christianity. The power — a spirit of formalising opposition to prac- 
tical godliness — which conquered Edwards at Northampton, and 
drove him into exile among the Indians, Frelinghujsen met at Raritan^ 
nearly half a century earlier, and completely vanquished. This, in 
itself shows what stuff there was in him. 

As a scholar, he was excellent, if not eminent. The fact of his ha- 
ving been offered, when yet a very young man, such a station as the 
Rectorship of the Academy at Embden is proof of this. He was in 
fact, so much of a proficient in the Latin and Greek languages, that he 
employed them habitually in his preparations for the pulpit I have 
in my possession a copy of Montanus on the Heidelbergh catechism, 
bound with intermediate blank leaves, on which the analyses of his dis- 
courses on the Lord's days are written in Latin, with the scripture texts 
in Greek. At which of the continental universities he had studied, is not 
known. He mentions incidentally, in the preface to the second volume 
of his sermons, that he owed it to the instruction and advice of Otto Vei- 
brugge, Prof of Theology and Oriental Literature, at Lingen, that he 
was able to preach in the low Dutch language, but does not say, though 
it seems probable, that he had been educated there. There are besides 
this, so many apt, and by no means common allusions in his sermons, 
to classic literature, that it is evident he must have had an extensive fa- 
miliarity with it Even their style, in point of elegance and chaste- 
ness, is far beyond that of either of the Tennents or Blairs, who were 
a little later than he, at least in the^aturity of their ministerial influ- 
ence. 

His piety was of the purest and most elevated character, and emi- 
nently blessed in his family circle. His children were all Levites. — 
His five sons all devoted themselves to the ministry, and his two daugh- 
ters married ministers. John succeeded him at Raritan.* Ferdinand 



* In this connection, the followinflr obituary notice is not without interest It is from 
a newspaper of October 7, 1754— W. A W.— 

**Aliis lucendo consumor,** 

The 14th of September last, departed this liie on Long Island, whither he was gone 
for his health, nfier a lingering illness, the Reverend Juannei* Frelinghuy»en, Paotor of 
the Rt-furned Dutch Church al Raritan, second son of the Rev. Theodoras Jacobus 
Frelinnhnywen,* deceased, formerly Pastor of that place. 

As he was a gentleman of great piety and learning, endowed with superior talents 
fur the work of the Go^ipel ministry, a shining and a burning li{|ht, the death of so younf 
a servant of God, hot entered into the 28ih year of his age, is juoily ehteemeif a great 
10*41 to ihe church of Christ, espeHaliy vyhilst it U but little mure than a year since his 
brothers, Messrs. Jacobus and Ferdlnandus Frelinghuysen, two very promising young 
clergymen, on their passage from Europe to New York, by the small pox, in the bloom 
of life, went before him into the eternal rest of their Lord. 

Although the memory of the just is blessed, and their state in the world of si^ts, be 

•Naturalised Apra aoth. 1742. E. J. Records, vol. 9. c. S, p. 1(0. 
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and Jacobus died on shipboard, returning fVom Holland. Theodore 
settled at Abany, and is favourably spoken of by Mrs. Grant, of Lag- 
gan, in her Letters from the Mountains, while another, the name of 
which we have not obtained, was pastor at Rochester, Ulster county. 
All died in early life, and left no issue, except John, whose son Frede- 
rick served as a Col. of Militia in the war of the Revolution, and was 
elected a Senator of the United States. 

We pass on to Hardenbergh, the third pastor at Raritan, and the first 
President of Queen's, now Rutgers college. He was born at Rosen- 
dale, Ulster CO., in the manor house of the Hardenbergh Patent ; and 
was the son of Johannes Hardenbergh, the principal owner of that 
princely domain, embracing the whole of Sullivan and parts, of Orange 
and Delaware counties.* 

The classical education of Hardenbergh, was obtained at Kingston, 
and was not extensive ; all accounts of him, agreeing in the assertion, 
that his advantages of education, had not been equal to those of his 
contemporaries ; but that by his perseverence, energy and industry, he 
elevated himself to a station of influence and usefulness, not inferior to 
those of the very best 

In 1754, when John Frelinghuysen died at Raritan, in the spring- 
tide ofhis usefulness, Hardenbergh was an inmate of hU family, and 
with two or three others, a student of Theology, under his care ; and 
he seems to have remained there for several months afterwards, if reli- 
ance can be placed upon* the anecdote yet told in reference to the 
circumstances of his marriage with the widow. 



to them infinitely preferable before a life of labor and toil, on this Pide of immortality ; 
besides thai they are often ial(en away before the day of evil, yet is the lose of f«uch emi- 
nent servants of God, most grievous to those congregations committed to their pastoral 
care. 

So jnreat is the sen^e the rongre^ations nt Rflritan had of their peculiar hRppiness, 
under the ministry of a faithful pallor, who»=e happy genim* and talents — whose vivariiy, 
good sense and discretion — who^e burning zeal and ardor — whose unvaried labor and 
asoiduliy — whose tender love and aflection— whose probity and integrity — whose peacea- 
ble disposition — whose piety and real religion, were entirely devoted to promote their 
corporal and f^piriiual, their temporal and eternal welfare, the loss of him strikei them 
with inconi>olahle astonishment, — dif^con^olate is Raiitan ! 

Nor is his death less lairentable to his relict widow with two little children, and to 
his brothers and sisters, who have lost in him the kindest and lovingesi of husbands, 
the tenderesi of parents, the sincerest and best of brothers. When the sovereign dippo- 
ser of the universe takes out of this world, those who are worn out with age ami infirm- 
ities, or thot-e who seemed not to be of much utility to their fellow creatures, though the 
instances of mortality shock us, vie easily acquiesce in his disposal ; but when Iwight 
stars of the first and second roaenitude, who, as it were, but just began to shine in their 
spheres, and to move in their orbits, are so soon taken away from our sight, it is with 
the greatest reluctance we bid those amiable objects a long adieu ; and it requires a 
greater degree of Godly heroism, to say heartily, without regret, *'The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord." 

• The date of the Patent w April 23, 1708, and his associates, were Philip Rokeby, 
William Notliogham, Benjamin Faneuil, Peter Faukener and Robert Livingitoa. 
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Mrs. Frelingbnysen was a native of Holland, tbe dan^ter oth&vrfB 
Van Burgh, an East India merchant, and had been married to John 
Frelinghuysen, while in Holland for the purpose of being ordained, 
and accompanied him on his return, to his native land. They brought 
with them, bricks for a house, which is still standing in Somerville, 
and was intended for a Theological Seminary ; but four years had not 
elapsed, before she found herself a widow, without a protector in a 
strange land. Under these circumstances, she determined to return to 
\ her parents, and claim the protection of the paternal roof. The pre- 
parations were all made, a passage engaged, and the day for her re- 
moval from her house at Raritan arrived, when Hardenbergh surprised 
her by a proposal of marriage, which she received with an exclamation 
of surprise, ' my child, what are you thinking about V He had con- 
templated this step for some time, had consulted some of their mutual 
friends, but had been restrained until the last moment, out of respect 
to her grief for Frelinghuy sen's death. 

The result was, that the voyage was given up, and soon afterwards 
the marriage took place ; — she repairing to the house of his father, 
and he removing 1;o Schenectady, for the purpose of completing his 
Theological course, under the Rev. Dr. Romeger. After being ordained 
in 1757, he was called by the five united congregations of Raritan, Bed- 
minster, North Branch, Neshanneck, and Harlingen, and commenced 
his ministry on the first of May, 1758. Here he labored until Octo- 
ber, 1761, when Neshanneck and Harlingen called the Rev. John 
M. Van Harlengen, and separated from the others. In 1762, he 
embarked for Holland, for the purpose of accompanying his mother- 
in-law to America, and is said to have been the first minister ordained 
in America, who had ever preached in the churches of the Fatherland. 
He sailed from London on his return, on the 6th August of the next 
year, in company with Dr. Meyer, who was coming over to take 
charge of the church at Kingston. 

On the 26th of October, 1779, his church at Raritan was burnt by 
Col. Simcoe, commanding a company of Queen's rangers, who made a 
detour from Amboy, for the purpose of destroying a number of boats, 
which had been brought from the Delaware to the Raritan opposite the 
church, and were intended, as was supposed, to be employed by Wa^- 
ington in making a descent upon the British ports on Staten Island 
The excuse was, that the church had been made a depot of forage, 
and that a Rifle shot was fired at them from the opposite side of the 
river. The fact was, that the forage consisted of the ropes and tackle 
with which the boats bad been dragged, left by the side of the Ghnrcb 
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as a kind of shelter ; and the shot was from a young man who had 
been hunting pigeons^ and when he saw the Dragoons engaged in 
destroying the boats, fired his shot gun at them from across the river, 
and ran off. Simcoe's expedition is spoken of by Wilkison, as one of 
the handsomest exploits of the war. It may have been so in one point 
of view ; pity it should have been stamed by a wanton and malicious 
outrage upon sacred things ! 

The ministry of Mr. Hardenbergh at Raritan, embracing a period of 
25 years, afforded abundant evidence of his energy, zeal, and uncom- 
promising opposition to .every form of evil. The church increased 
gradually in members and in piety ; but there was no mighty influence 
like that in the days of ^Frelinghuysen. Nor could such a state of 
things have been expected. It embraced the period of the Revolution, 
when society was shaken to its very foundation, the public attention 
absorbed with war, and a flood of wickedness rolled in upon the land. 
The records of the church show how faithful he was in his efforts to 
stem it. More than one solemn protest is recorded against the in- 
creasing dissoluteness of manners resulting from this state of things. 
It was surely enough, when in almost the very heart of the scene of 
action, armies marching and encamping in his congregations, that he 
kept his place and only fled once or twice for a few days, when the 
danger was most imminent He was a sterling patriot, and took no 
pains to conceal his sentiments. He slept for a long time with a loaded 
musket beside his bed. A friend of Washington, who often visited him 
in his Parsonage, while his head-quarters were in the neighboiliood, 
and singled out by the Tories as a special object of their indignation, 
he yet went unscathed through the fire, and was faithM on his post as 
a watchman in Zion. 

The last minute in his hand, is dated July 1, 1781, soon after which, 
he resigned his call at Raritan, and removed to Mombacus, now Ro- 
chester, Ulster county, N. Y. This church was on the manor, and 
composed almost entirely of its tenants. He resided in the manor 
house while there, and labored with all his accustomed faithfuhiess and 
zeal, for the improvement of his dependents. 

Out of the collision of the two parties, which divided the ministry 
in the Dutch church, known as the Coetus and Conferentie — one of 
which was the party of fixation — strong in its veneration for every 
thing ancient and Dutch, and strenuous in maintaining the subserviency 
of every thing to the authorities at home ; the other was the party of 
progress f aiming at independence, asserting thfe right of the churches 
to govern themselves, and educate and ordain iheir own ministry— 
12 
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lirose the application for a Literary and Theological Institution, to the 
Governor of New Jersey. This charter, dated 20th of March, 1770, 
and signed by William Franklin, Esq., was obtained mainly through 
the influence of Mr. Hardenbergh. Hence, when the struggle of the 
Revolution was passed, and the return of peace allowed its fiijnds to 
hope for success in their enterprise, and adopt means to secure for it 
endowment and organization, it is not strange that he should be called 
^0 the Presidency of the college. He left his paternal halls in obedi- 
ence to his call, and removed to New Brunswick in 1786, and in con- 
Bection with his duties in the college, accepted the office of Pastor of 
the Reformed Church in that city. But the labors of the station proved 
too severe for his enfeebled constitution, and he died of a pulmonary 
affection, on the 30th of October, 1790, in the*53d year of his age. and 
his dust mingles with that of Condit, Livingston, De Witt, VVoodhull^ 
who, like him^ died while laboring to advance the interests of his 
^olleget 

To th^se names, so eminent in their day, and such ornaments to the 
Christian Church, many more ought to be added, such as Theodore 
Frelinghuysen, Romeyn, the Van Hartengens, father and son, Vaa 
Arsdalen, the eloquent and amiable but early lost, and John Leydt, 
who succeeded Theodore Frelinghuysen at New Brunswick, about 
1750, and died in 1783. He was a man of learning and talents. — 
During the progress of the debate in reference to the independence of 
the churches in America, and their right to educate and ordain a min- 
i8>try of their own, he published several pamphlets on the sidp of inde- 
pendence, which manifest, not only acuteness of mind, but vigor and 
elegance in composition and style. He was a successful and popular 
preacher, and exerted a wide and beneficial influence. 

These are a few of the scattered leaves, whi<;h in a somewhat ex- 
tended research into the history of Somerset county, and the Hollanders 
i^ New Jersey, I have gathered, and thinking they might constitute 
a pot inappropriate offering to this society, have thus presented then). 
The pamphlets and other documents, multitudes of which might have* 
been collected a quarter of a century earlier, are now lost. When the 
kinguage in which they were written could not be spoken, and the 
fainities in which they were deposited were broken up by death or re-* 
movats, being considered of no value to any one, they were destroyed^ 

Besides the two principal settlements of the Hollanders, of which I 
fcax® spoken, a number of families from Long Island purchased landai 
\fi Middletown and Freehold, Monmouth county, where their descend- 
ant(» ace yet living ; and amon^ them are some of the finest specimeoJi 
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of what we think a farmer shoald be, to be found in our state. As 
generous as princes, and as independent too, they are lords on their own 
homesteads, and careless of the opinions of the world. 

In the vallej of the Delaware also, bejond the blue ridge, m Minis- 
sink and Mehackemack, there was a small emigration, directly from 
Holland, entering the country from Kingston, in the state of New Yort 
These are said to have been Arminians, leaving their native land in 
consequence of the troubles in which Burneveldt and Ledenbergh per- 
ished, and Grotius and Hoogerbeels were banished. If Arminianism 
is to be judged by its fruits in these beautiful and fertile vallies, cer- 
tainly no one would embrace it. But probably other causes operated 
as well as it, in producing the effects which have been visible. — 
If some of the worldly thrift, peculiar to the Hollander, has been re- 
tained, little can be said of that piety which made the low countries at 
one time the bulwark of the reformation. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



PROCEEDINGS 



or TBB 



mw JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Yd. V. 18S1. Ne. 3. 

Tbsnton, January 22d, 1851. 

l^E SociSTY met at 12 o'clock M.^ &6 Presidents— die Hon. Jonerff 
C. HoBNfiLowE&«^in tbe Chair. 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meetings the Conefr^ 
ponding Secretary read letters from Hon. John McLban, of Ohio ^ 
Rev. W. B. Stbtbns^ D. D., of Philadelphia^ and Ehastus Smiths ' 
Esq.^ of Hartford^ Conn.^ acknowledging ihebr election as honorary 
members; and other communici^tions from literary institatiotis aad 
individuals^ referring to the operations of the Society^ were laid upon 
the table. He also submitted the Librarian's report of donations re- 
ceived since the last meeting, and giving the usual account of the 
condition of the Library. ^. 

During the year 93 volumes had been added by purelurie^ 111 
volumes, 339 pamphlets, and 48 manuscripts and miscellaneous arti- 
cles, by donation. The whole number of volumes^ exclusive of dupli- 
cates, being 1318. 

The Treasurer reported a balance in the Treasury of $3S%Q4f 
1^1740 being due for initiation and annual fees— and ^8678 for sub- 
scriptions to the Periodical. 

Rev. Dr. Mukray, Chairman of the Executive Comimtte©, pre- 
sented their Annual Report 

During the year 19 resident members had been added, the total 
number on the roQ being 364, of whom 10 were Life Uembeam. 
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There were also 63 Corresponding and 32 Honorary Members, mak- 
ing an aggregate of four hundred and fifty-nine. 

After referring to the Society's Periodical, and recommending it as 
deserving in a greater degree th^ favor of the members and of the 
public generally^ the Committee stated that, although the advances of 
the Society are far beyond what its original projectors hoped, and 
have not been surpassed by those of any similar Society in the land, of 
the same age ; yet it was to be regretted that it excites so little general 
attention throughout the State. Although of far higher importance, 
and of more interest than many passing events, yet but few of our 
papers notice either its meetings or its transactions, or give information 
to the people of what it is doing for their history. And with our Ml 
share of high literary talent in all the professions, it is difficult to find 
gentlemen who are willing to prepare the addresses and papers which 
are absolutely necessary to the vitality and interest of the Society. 
This ought not so to be. And the Committee appealed to the editoiB, 
and to the educated mitKds of Netv Jersey to remedy this evil 

The Library was represented to be steadily on the increase ; its - 
shelves filling up vnth valuable and curious books, manuscripts, maps 
and newspapers, which already form a collection of great interest ta 
the general, as well as to the State historian. Although now neglected 
by some, and overlooked by many, in the course of a few years it waa 
hoped it would be an object of pride and interest not merely to the 
Socieiy, but to the State. The most casual visit would deeply impress 
any tboughtfiil mind with the need of such a library, and would stimu- 
late to its patronage and increase. 

The Committee closed their report with an appropriate notice of 
the death of Col. Robert G. Johnson, the first Vice President, and 
of the Hon? Gabret D. Wall, both early members of the Society, 
and the former a constant contributor to its archives and a very regu- 
lar attendant upon its meetings. He met vnth the Society at Morris- 
town in September, notwithstanding his advanced age, and never 
returned to his residence in Salem,— dying in Connecticut, whither he 
subsequently went on a visit 

Bishop Doane, from the Committee on Publications, reported that 
another number of the Periodical had been issued, and in furtherance 
of their instructions the Committee had taken the necessary steps 
towards 'the preparation of a new volume of 'Collections* to contain 
the Morris Papers; to be submitted to the Society for its ultimate 
i^provaL* Tlie pi^rs deemed proper for publication had been select- 
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ed and some of them requiring it, were being transcribed ; but as the 
explanatory mister by width it is int^ided they sliall be aocompanied 
will require time for its preparation, ano&er meeting of the Society 
woidd take place before the worl^ would be ready for presentation. 

Mb. Dukyeb, from the Committee chained with tbe Cdonial 
Docum^it Fund, reported that a letter recently received from Mr. 
Stevens contained inteUigence of tbe rajnd prosecution of the work 
(the Analytical Index to the New Jersey Documents in England) 
upon which he is engaged. The transcribing of the abstracts had 
been delayed by the illness of the Clerk of the State Paper Office, wk^ 
had been employed for the purpose, as it was not permitted to employ . 
any person not belonging to the office, and no one else there could do 
it so well. At the time Mr. Stevens wrote, however, the work was 
approaching its completion, and he hoped to place the Society in pos- 
session of the document early in February. 

The CoBRESPONDXNo Secretary, from the Committee authorized 
to devise some mode of Collecting Arrearages of Fees, &c., repoHed 
that circulars had been issued stating the cause of their appointment 
and requesting the attention of members to the large amount due the 
Treasury, and although not as successful as was anticipated, this course 
had brought in about 4200, and it was hoped that further sums would 
be received. As a large amount still remained due, .the Committee 
submitted Hie subject to the further action of the Society, should such 
be: its pleasure. 

On motion of Mr. Field, the Committee were authorized to continue 
llieir exertions. 

The Committees on Monumental Inscriptions having been called 
and no reports being received, the Chair urged upon the members re- 
siding in the old towns of the State to carry out the views of the So- 
ciety by forming themselves into Committees for the purpose. It was 
desirable that all inscriptions of dates prior to 1800, at least, should 
be preserved. 

Dr. Murray and Mr. Gifford^ Chairmen of the Committees on 
Biographies and Personal Memoirs which were formed at the last 
meeting, reported that no progress had been made, and it was thought 
desirable that there should be some new organization of the Commit- 
tees in order to ensure efficient action and success. 
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Mr. Fmmdeem^ ^ dbjeet eaaietixfh^if in the fonnatioii <rf' tii# 
OottiBitteevOiie of great i mpor t a nce^ He kad on oCW oecaiiona r#> 
fared td-dle want of infiNmation reiiq[>eetuig J^rBejmeki^eBtBnMit aitbe 
Bar and on tlie Benoh^ in ike Pnlpit and in the Councils of the Na» 
tiM^'wtidse ««reeta had died a IvuKke npon the State, bat who w^re 
eatirdy ove^oirfnd^ thek names not even menlioBed it the namecontf ^ 
faMgrapUtal dietionnieeand eompeacKnraa wUA bul apipeared^'^whSo' 
thM i&nd ^rarth ratemen of oth^ 8Mm reeeived extended' notices.*-^ 
We ceitahdy hadiioi been trae to onrsirives^ n<HP die State we foved t» 
hoiior,in dins n e g l eelin g to make filtkig record' of het distlug a lfl hed 
•omi.'^ HesaggeBtedihe amalgamation of die t^i^Cotmnitteea into oiie^' 
and ^X{miBsed bis confidence that, wittipropOT^exOTtiona,^ most TafautUe 
coBectidn of Uogmpfaseal ricetirfieB coidd be macte in a few mdnths. 

Dr. Mwnutr, with die concnfrenoe of Mr. Q^lbrd, dien oftred die 
following Resolutions, which were adopted: 

Rescihed, That die two Committees raised at the last 'meeting for 
the parj^oee of -parocnrlng biopapUeal slcetches and persmial memoirs 
of disdngnidied Jerseymen, be discharged from the forthw coBBldera<* 
ttoi of ^subjects reared to thenu 

ReiOiDSd, That die dudes of die said Conmaittees, as i^ewsSed ia 
tik6 reseludons creating them^ be assigned to a new Comndttee, to con- 
atsl of two members from each of the Congressional Districts of the^ 
State, in addition to the Chairman. 

Mr. PiB£i> having on motion been unanimously chosen Chabman,. 
the odier members were subsequendy named by the Chair, as follows : 
RrcHAHB S. FiaLD, Chairman. ^ 



Isaac Mickle, 
John T. Nixon. 

Prop. John Maozaan, 
Stacy G. Potts, 

Rkv. Ds. PitoimnT, 

LiTTLBTON KlRKPAVlOK, 

Danul Hainbs, 
Wm. Nelson Wood, 

Rev. Db. Mubrat, 
Abchbb Giffori), 



First District 
Second District 
Third District 
Fourdi District 
Fifth District 



The PmmikBNT, htivmg called Bishop Doane to the Chair, re- 
miirked that the Report of die Executive Committee had already 
brought to the notice of the Sodety the death of CoL Rbl^ G. Jobn- 
son, and although he doubted the expediency of placing uniformly 
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upon fbe records official recognition of the departure from among us 
^f any of oar asBoeiates^ otiber tkan sseh inference as tiie'Ezeoutive 
Committee might diitik proper to nmke in their report^ yet he thottght 
ibere ^n^^ere eases in which something more was called for in justice to 
Ae indnddoal and fiM* Uie credit of the Society, and das he deemed one 
of them. 

His^ acquaintance with Colonel Jdmson was of long standing, 
liaing^back to the pmod ^hen he himsdf was a student of Law and 
<JoL J. a^Hember of the Legislature of the State— and their intercoone 
had ever been of the most frigidly ehwacter. 

He alluded to the serrices rendered by Col. J<dmson, as Payma^r 
of die Jersey Troops engaged in tbe expedition into Pennsylvania in 
1704— of his services to the Sodety — his hosi»table character— aad 
of the ^iMiful manner in which his duties as a citizen had been perform- 
ed--«nd offered tbe following resolutions, which were adopted ; 

Resolved, That by tlie death of CoL Robbbt G, Johnson, late &>st 
Vice President of this Society, it has lost one of the most honored and 
useful members. The early and deep interest he always manifested 
in its proceedings, and the contributions he made to onr historieal 
collections, rendered him a valuable member, while his untiring devo- 
tion to the interests and {Hrosperity of &e institution, and his constant 
attendance at its meetings, notwithstanding his advanced age and fee- 
ble health, entitle him to the grateful recollections of the Society, and 
to an honorable mention of his name on our records. 

Resclvedf That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to furnish 
the widow of CoL Robt 6. Johnson with a copy of the foregoing Re- 
solutions, and express to her the deep sympathy of the>6ociety. 

On the President's resuming the Chair, Bishop Doanb remarked 
that he coincided with Judge Homblower in deeming it inexpedient^ ex- 
cept on special occasions, to notice particularly on the records the death 
of members, and hoped the Society would not think he acted inconsis- 
tent with that opinion in offering the Preamble and Resolution which 
he was about to read. If for no other reason, the love and veneration 
for his native State cherished by Gen. Wall, and which made him so 
thoroughly a Jerseyman in all his feelings, should cause his na^e to 
be remembered. 

It had been his fortune to know him well — ^to be with him during 
his last hours — the last moments of his life ; and while he had en- 
deavored to embody his own sentiments in the Resolution he should of- 
fer, he trusted it would also meet the approval of the Society. 
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The following Preamble and Resolution were then read, and being 
, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Murray, were adopted : 

Whkbeas, Since the last Annual Meeting of the New Jersey Hi3- 
torial Society, the Hon, Gabret Doksvt Wall, late Senate of the 
United States, a distinguished Jerseyman, and an early member of this 
Society, has departed this life — 

Resolved, That while the members of the Society sincerely deplore 
the loss which the community, and the whole country, have sustained 
in the death of this accomplished gentleman, true patriot, and simple* 
minded Christian, long distinguished as a leader at the Bar of his: na- 
tive State, and adorning successively almost all its highest offices and 
most important trusts, they especially commend to their fellow-citizen^ 
. as an example worthy of universal imitation, his tender-hearted, arr 
dent, and courteous devotion to all that concerned the interests and 
honor of his native State — ^a Jbrs;eyman indeed. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to send 
-to the children of the deceased a certified copy of the foregoing Pre- 
amble and Resolution. 

The^ President named Messrs. Sherman, Scudder, and Allinson, as. a 
Committee to nominate officers ; and the Society then. adjourned for 
dinner. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

On the Society's re-assembling, Dr. Mubray, from the Committee 
on Nominations, reported favorably the names of several gentlemen 
submitted to them at the last meeting, who were balloted for and duly 
elected members. 

The following Standing Committees for the ensuing year were an- 
nounced by the Chair. 

Committee on Publications— MessTQ, Wm. A. Duer, James G. Kingj^ 
Dr. Murray, Bishop Doane, W. A. Whitehead, and Dr. S. H. Peaning- 
ton. 

Committee on Purchases — Messrs. W. A. Whitehead, R. S. Fields 
Rev. Dr. Davidson, Isaac Mickle, and S. Alofsen. 

Committee on Statistics — Messrs. J. P, Bradley, Dr. Congar, Rev. S. 
Starr, Abraham Browning, and John Rodgers. 
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CtmrMOeeiniNommatuma^'MeasjeB. D. A. Hayes^ Dr. Murrsj, and 
Prof. Maclean. 

The Committee appointed to nominate officers submitted tbe ^1- 
towingy who were on motion elected to the several offices for tjie en- 
going year: 1 

President-^Uon. JOSEPH C. HORNBLOWER, LL. D. 

Vice Presidents — Hon. James Pakker^ Stacy G. Potts, Esq., Hon. 
James G. King. 

Corresponding. Secretary — Wixliam A. Whitehead. 

Recording Secretary — David A. Hayes. 

Treasurer — James Ross. 

Librarian — Samuel H. Phnnington, M. D. 

tlxecutive Committee — Rev. Nicholas Mmray, D. D., Hon. Henry 
W. Green, Hon. Wm. B. Kinney, Archer Gifford, Esq., Hon. Daniel 
Haines, Richard S. Field, Esq., Hon. Littleton Kirkpatrick, Rt. Rev. 
George W. Doane, D. D., LL. D., Hon. E. B. D. Ogden. 

On motion of Mr. W. A. Whitehead — 

Resolved, That the Committee on Statistics be requested to prepare 
for the Society a Report upon the Census of 1850, showing the pro- 
gress made by the State in population, manufactures, agriculture, edu- 
cation, <S£c., with comparative tables ; and presenting such statements 
and arguments as may be calculated to exhibit in their true light the re- 
sources of New Jersey, and conduce to the formation of just views of 
her present position and prospects. 

A Loan Bill of the United States, signed by Robert Morris — a Gov- 
emment order, signed b^ Arthur Middleton, John Rutledge, and David 
Ramsay, and endorsed by Thomas Hay ward — an Autograph of La 
Perouse, the celebrated French Circumnavigator — and Pay Roll of 
Capt. Henry Waddle's Company of Grenadiers of the 1st Battalion 
of Nfew Jersey Militia, at Amboy, April, 1776, were received from 
Mr. John J. Morris, of Philadelphia ; and an Original Pledge to uphold 
the catise of America, signed by 177 citizens of Pequanock, Morris 
County, in 1776, was presented by the Rev. Joseph F. Tuttle, of 
Rockaway. 

Mr. John J. Chetwood read a letter purporting to be from General 
Washington to his wife, dated June 24th, 1776, when at Cambridge, 
said to have been intercepted by the enemy :— detailing some of the 
difficulties which encompassed the Commander-in-Chief. In it ex- 
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'frtttfa^ the opiaioa that hoitibliM«rati«omtoeaMr4ik.^o«m de- 
sire for ptace and attachment to the Kiiig-*--hi8 advemon ti^ t^ 
Tebel and hiB eoniMeMe ihat peateiify/wodd do hka J^^ 

TheRegriar Paper was dMQ read by Mr. Jea»B P. Qbmmt, 
of Newark, on ''Ths AimiCAif UmoN, and the Peiik to wUdi it 
has been eiq>08ed.'' 

Qnmotionof Mr. FiBLD — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr.Atad- 
ley for his able«nd Ug^y interesfemg paper, andihathebe teqpMsted 
toplaceacopy of it at the disposal of ifae Conumttee on Pnfalisations. 

The Society then adjoured to meet in Nbwabk on the third ^Dburt- 
dayofMHay next, in accordance with the By-Laws. 

* Although ably written, from its being of the lame date with one pronoiineed by 
' Waihingtpn to be a forgery and other ciroiimftancei, eome doubts are entertained of 
the aathentichy or Ae letter. 
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AiNNOVNCJSD JA19UARY SlE9, 18»L 



.From the. Amerietm Antiquarian fifociet^f.^-Transactions and XJoUee- 
tiona of the :Amerioan Antiquarian Societj— voL 3, Part 1. Pro- 
ceedings of same Society^ Oct 2drd, 1850. 
rFrtmi theAsnerieanPhUo^hicdl Society. — ^Proceedings of the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society — ^vol. 5, No. 45. 
rFrcm the SmUheonian Jnstitution. — Fourth Annual Report of, the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution^ for the year 1849. 
From the Regents of the University of the State of New Yorh — ^New 
York Senate Jcramal, for 1848, 1849, and 1850. New York Sen- 
ate Documents, for 1848, 1849, and 1850. New York Assembly 
Journal, for 1848, 1849, and 1850. New York Assembly Docu- 
ments, for 1848, 1849, and 1850. New York Laws, enacted in 
the years 1S48, 1849, and 178a— 41 vols. 8vo. 

Documentary History of New York, vol. 1, 4to. 

Third Annual Report of Regeats U. S. University, on State Cab- 
. of Nat History. 

Annual Report of State Engineer and Surveyor of Rdkoads, 
1850. Two copies. 

Annual Report of Secretary of State N. Y^ 1850. 

Annual Reports of Trustees of Astor Library, 1850. Adj.-Gen. 
of Stote of N. Y., 1850. Trustees of State Library, N. Y., 1850. 
Commissioners of Canal Fund, 1850. New York Institution for 
Deaf and Dumb, 1850. Conmiiasary General, N. Y., 1850. Canal 
Commissioners, N. Y., 1850. Managers of Western House of 
Refoge, N. Y., 1850. Managers of Society for Reformation of 
Juvenile Delinquents, 1850. Auditor of Canal Department, 1850 ; 
relative to expenditures in Canals. Auditor of Canal Department, 
1850 ; on Tolls, Tonnage, &c. Secretary of State on Criminal 
Statistics of Stete of N. Y., 1850. 

Reports of Canal Board, in relation to Honeoye, Conesus, and 
other Lakes. Canal Commissioners on* Amsden's Hydrostatic 
14 
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Scale ; 1850. Majority of Select Committee on the Excise Ques- 
tion; 1850. Comptroller in relation to erroneofis payments of 
Taxes; 1850. Canal Commissioners as to the supply of Water 
between Tonawanda and Montezuma^ N. Y.; 1850. Committee 
on Canals on the proposition to enlarge the Champlain Canal ; 
1850. Attorney-Gen. of New York in answer to resolution of 
Senate, 8th Jan. ; 1850. Ccnnmittee on Literature in relation to 
amendments of the Act establishing Free Schools. Majority of 
Committee on Bank and Insurance Companies; 1850. Committee 
appointed to investigate charges of Frauds on Chemung CanaL 
Select Committee on Assessments in the City of New York. Ma- 
jority of Select Committee to investigate the affairs of Union Col- 
lege. Minority of same Committee. Committee of Manufacturers 
on Salt Committee on Finance, on Memorial of Executive Com- 
mittee of N. Y. Free Academy. Committee on Agriculture, in re- 
flation to Tolls on Foreign and Domestic Salt. Comptroller, on 
Finances of State of New York. Majority of Committee on Medi- 
cal Societies and Colleges in relation to Cholera ; 1850. 

Communications of Governor of New York, in relation to con- 
victionsupon charge of vagrancy, 1850. 

Transactions of Medical Society of the State of New York dur- 
ing its annual session, 1850. 
From Hon, James G, King, — Obituary Addresses delivered on the oc- 
casion of the death of Zachary Taylor, President of the United 
States, in the Senate iand House of Representatives, July 10, 1850. 

Report of Naval Committee on establishing a line of Mail Steam- 
ship to the Western coast of Africa, &c. 

Annual Message of President, with accompanying documents, 
1849-50.— -Parts. 

Congressional Globe — Vol. 21, Part 2— containing proceedings 
of Ist Session 31st Congress, 1849-50. 

Appendix to Corigressional Globe — Vol. 22d, Part 1 and 2 — con- 
taining proceedings of same Congress. 

Patent office Report, (Mechanical,) 1849-50. 
From Rev. Wm, E, Schenck, Princeton, — Address delivered at the fu- 
neral of Miss Anna M^ria Walton, in the 1st Presbyterian church 
at Princeton, by Rev. W. E. Schenck. 

An Historical Account of the 1st Presbyterian Church of Prince- 
ton, N. J.— A Sermon delivered Dec. 12, 1850, by Rev. W. E. 
Schenck. 
From Rev, R, K, Rodgers, — Twelve copper coins of various dates and 
of different States. 
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Ihm Prof. Denison Olmsted, of Yale College. — Catalogus Collegii 
Talensis, 1850. 

Fronf, Thomas Ewhank, J^sq., CommiQsioner of Patents, U. S.i-Re- 
port of Commissioner of Patents^ made to House of Representatives, 
1849. 

From James Ross, Newark. — Lambert's History of New Haven. 

From Samuel ^. Cougar, Newark. — Original Commission of Lieut 
Governor Ingoldsby to John Rudyard, for the purchase of Indian 
Titles in New Jersey. 

From Aaron B. Howett, Trenton, — A sholrt account of the malignant 
fever in Philadelphia, 1793, by Matthew Carey. 

From David A. Hayes, Newark. — A United States' Bill of Seven 
Dollars; Sep. 26th, '78. 

From James D. Cleaver, Newark. — A New Jersey Bill of One Shilling ; 
March 25, 1776. 

From the Minister of the Interior of France, through M. Alexandre 
Vattemare. — " Dipl6mes et Chartes de Tepoque Merovingienne sur 
papyrus et sur velin, conserves aux Archives du Rayaume." Com- 
prising forty-eight fac-similes of documents connected with the 
History of France, of dates from 558 to 863. The letterpress por- 
tion of the work to be received hereafter. 



MEMBERS ELECTED. 

JANUARY 23rd, 1851. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 
Joha Cbadwick, Newark, Van Clief Dalrymple, MorrittowtK 

James W. Drake, Mendham, 

Jeremiah M. DeCamp, Morristoum, 

Henry A. Ford, MorrisUnim. 

Rev. J. Ford Morris, Mendham, 

Rev. Charles W. Rankin, Morrittoum, 

Rev. James Richards, D.D., Morristcwn, 

Peter M. Ryerson, Pomxton, 

Rev. George Schenck, BedmmsUr. 

James J. Scofield, Morristown, 

Rev. Joseph F. Tattle, Rockaway. 
Thomas L. Wells, New Brunswick. Edward W. Whelpley, Morristown. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBER. 
George Grreen, M.D., Dayton, O. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Hon. Wm. Brown, M.P., Liverpool, England, 
Asa Fitch. M.D., Salem, Washmgton Co,, N, Y. 
Charles T. Jackson, M.D., Boston, Mass, 
Theodore Rossel Jencki, Boston, Mass, 
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AMERICAN UNION. 
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THE mm TO wmcH it has been exposed. 



a papxb bead bbforb the nsw jbb8et hi8t0bical boozstt9 
Jahttabt, 23bp, 1851. 

BY JOSEPH P. BRADLET, Esa. 
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ADDRESS. 



When about to prepare the Paper, which I am now about to read 
before the Society, I felt some embarrassment as to the precise cha- 
racter and form which it ought to assume. An annual address would 
seem to require more the form of a discourse than would be admissi- 
ble in a historical paper. It finally occurred to me that the best way 
would be to throw my thoughts into such a shape as best suited tkem, 
without particular reference to the occasion ; hoping, in that way, to 
preserve at least one of the proprieties, if not all of them. 

The subject which I have chosen, is "The American UNroN, 
AND THE Perils to which it has been Exposed." I do not 
know that I could select a more appropriate subject at this particular 
Hme. It is a subject at once interesting and important to us all — one 
that comes home to our dearest interests, and our highest affections. 

The American Union, under the benign influences of which we are 
at this day so great a nation, and so prosperous a people, has existed 
for more than three-quarters of a century. It has existed since the 
5th day of September, 1774. On that day the First Congress Assem- 
bled at Philadelphia to take into consideration the situation of the 
Colonies, and the differences subsisting between ihem and Great 
Britain. On that day the Colonies became a political unit. On that 
day, from many communities, one sovereign body politic was formed ; 
and from that day to this, its existence has never been interrupted or 
intermitted. It has, from time to time, been invested vtdth, and exer- 
cised, various powers— sometimes more, sometimes less— according 
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U tte foim of conttitational compaet on whidi its autliorityy for tbe 
time being, has been baaed — in the same mannw as the respeetiVB 
ikale governments have, at one time and another, been onvested wiHi 
diff^^nt degrees and extent of power, according to the changing form 
of didr respective constitations. Bnt its identity, like tiieirs, has 
always remained; and we are at this day reposing under the shade of 
the same political tree which was planted in tears and sorrow on the 
5th day of September, 1774. It has grown and spread, it is true, 
nntilitstop has reached to the clouds, and all the birdsof Heaven sing 
in its brandies ; but it is the same tree stilL Its identity has never 
been changed. It is the same political entity now, that it was then. 

Sometimes its existence haahung on the slenderest thread, and the 
slightest circumstance would have been sufficient to terminate it. 
But, thank God, it has survived through all the perils which has en- 
compassed it 

I fix the origin of our political unity, as a nation, at the period 
named, because the compacts which, before that time, had been enter* 
ed into between ^ome of the states, were nothing more than temporary 
leagues of friendship, (tensive or defensive, or both, formed for 
their nmtual protection against the hostile incursions of the French or 
savage tribes. They performed their office in their day, and were 
then dissolved. But the national sovereignty which was constitnted 
in 1774, has never been dissolved. Circumstances might have arisen 
to render its continuance unnecessary ; and a permanent union may 
not have been in contemplation at the time of its formation. But 
circumstances so fell out that it did, in fiEict, become permanent, and 
has remained so to this day. 

It is now my purpose to trace, in a succinct way, the changes 
which the government of the United States, as a political sovereignty^ 
has undergone, and the perils to which it has been more especially 
eiposed. 

The fiist constitution was indefinite as to the extent of the power 
Conferred. It was mostly an unwritten constitution. It subsisted 
till neftr the close of the revolutionary war. ^ Then came the Articles 
of Confederation, not finally adopted till the 1st day of March, 1781. 
Finally, the present Constitution went ii^to efiect on the 4th day of 
March, 1789. The old Congress lasted six years and a half; the 
Confederation eight years ; and the Constitution has lasted nearly 
sixty-two years. 

These are the difierent forms of the political compact, under which 
the government of the United States has been carried on. But it has 
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been, throughout, one and the same sovereignty, varying only in the 
extent of power conferred, and in the manner of its exercise. 

Tlie first Constitution, I remarked, was indefinite as to the extent of 
the powers which it conferred. The national government was one of 
necessity, and was driven, by necessity, at times, to the exercise of 
powers incompatible with the existence of a free state in a time of 
tranquility. On more than one occasion, it assumed the desperate 
power of creating the Father of his Country, supreme dictator, to take 
care that the Conmionwealth should receive no detriment. The first 
act, however, that was passed — and that was passed on the 6th of 
September, 1774 — was that '^ each colony or province should have one 
vote" This feature of the confipact subsisted until the adoption of the 
constitution under which we now live. 

Tlie general powers exercised by the old Congress were, as we all 
well know, to raise and maintain armies and navies, to carry on war, 
to appoint and receive ambassadors and other public ministers, to make 
treaties, to borrow money on the faith of the whole Union> and to 
issue bills of credit to defray the expenses of carrying on the war and 
supporting the dignity of the general government 

But it was early seen and felt that the undefined character of the 
powers of Congress, must lead to a final dissolution of the Union, as 
soon as the pressure of the struggle for independence should be re- 
moved. Tlie necessity of union, to the permanent prosperity and glory 
of the country, was also as early seen and felt. 

A deep sense of the truth of these two propositions, led to a series 
of measures which resulted in the articles of confederation. 

The first peril, therefore, to which the Union was exposed, was the 
want of definite form in the Charter of Chvemment. Every state, as 
soon as the sense of danger should be passed, might desert tiie Union, 
and manage the afifairs of sovereignty on its account, as an independ- 
ent nation. 

We need not be surprised, therefore, that as early as the 11th of 
June, 1776, when it had been finally determined to make a declara* 
tlon of independence, a resolution was passed by Congress, appointing 
a conmiittee to prepare and digest the form of a confederation to be 
entered into between the colonies. This committee reported a plan 
which was debated from time to time, and, after being variously 
amended,' was, finally, agreed to by Congress on the 15th of Novem- 
ber, 1777 ; but required the ratification of the several states before it 
could go into operation. Copies were transmitted to the states for 
16 
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duU purpose; bot the proeess of ratification made very slow progress^ 
and Maryland held out nntil the 1st of March, 1781. 

By these articles of confederation. Congress was invested with the 
MIowing powers or branches of sovereignty : — 
To determine on peace and war : 
To send and receive ambassadors : 

To enter into treaties and alliances — under restriction, how- 
ever, not to interfere with tiie right of the several states to 
impose daties and imposts : 
To establish mles for captures and prizes : 
To grant letters of marque and reprisal : 
To appoint courts for trial of piracies and felonies on the 

high seas, and to hear appeals in cases of captures : 
To constitute temporary courts of arbitration, for deciding dis- 
putes between different states, or arising under grants of 
the same land from different states : 
To coin money, and to regulate the alloy and value of coin 

issued by the states : 
To fix the standard of weights and measures : 
To regulate trade, &c., with such Indians as were not within 

the limits of a state : 
To establish and regulate post-ofiices, from one state to an- 
other: 
To appoint all officers in the land forces of the United States, 

except regimental ofiicers : 
To appoint all naval officers : 
To make rules for the government of the land and naval 

forces : 
To ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the 
service of the United States, and appropriate and apply the 
same: 
To borrow money or remit bills of credit : 
To build and equip a navy : 

To agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requi- 
sitions from each state for its quota, in proportion to the 
number of white inhabitants in each state : 
By these articles, also, each state was entitled to one vote in Con- 
gress, and each state was to contribute to the common treasury, " in 
proportion to the vaiue of the land therein granted or surveyed. 

These articles did not provide for any executive or judiciary; and 
they did not give to Congress the right to regulate commerce, or to 
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raiaa way nKHiey by Jntpoflts or taxes ; but left Coi^frefis to make re* 
qugitions on tiie states for necessary sappUes and resonrces. And, 
^aklxnigfa Hie powers emimerated in tiie artides, with tiie above ex* 
ceptions^ correi^nded very nearly with the powers afterwards con* 
feired by die ccmstitation^ yet the want of an inh^^nt power of self- 
support^ and the necessary dqnodence on the state govemm«[^ 
whtcdi tiie articles of confederation involved^ so weakened the sinews 
of government^ as soon to make it apparent that the Union, the per» 
maa^icy c^ which was one of the prolessed objects of the confedera- 
turn, most speedily cnndble to {oeces under that compact 

Bat the jealousy on the part of the states, in reference to their own 
8<^erdgnty and indepoidence, was such as to render any better form 
of constitution at that time impracticable ; and Congress was left 
much in the situation of the ancient French monarchs, whose vassals, 
the great barons of the kingdom, often set their power at defiance, 
and {treated their authority with contempt The country was ex- 
haurted and impoveri^ed by the war. The states, naturally enough, 
directed their first attention to the supply of their own inmiediate do* 
mestic wants ; and the requisitions of Congress were disregarded, on 
the plea of inability to comply with th«n. Congress, with tiie debt of 
the Revolution on its shoulders, amounting to over forty millions of dol- 
lars, and without a cent in its treasury, or any credit to borrow upon, 
became almost an object of derision. The members failed to attend 
its deliberations, so tiiat on one occasion, for want of a quorum, and 
from the impossibility of getting a quorum together, a treaty which 
had been negotiated abroad could not be ratified ; and a public vessel 
had to be equipped and sent out to Europe to procure an extension 
of the time required for its ratification, 

These hmniliating facts were kept as private ad possible, in order to 
preserve in some degree, the respect of foreign governments ; but the 
inherent weakness of the confederacy became so apparent at last, 
that a universal cry was raised for remodeling the form of govern- 
ment, so as to give it more efliciency and public confidence. 

Here, then, was the second great peril to which our glorious Union 
was exposed. The powers of the government were now sufficiently 
explicit ; but they were not adequate to the general welfare. The 
Republic was fast losing the respect of foreign powers ; public credit 
was extinct ; the public debt remained unpaid— both as to principal 
and interest— *the commerce of the countzy was unprotected, and 
general distress and ruin seemed to be rampant in the land. Serions 
insurrections occurred, tfareateningf to overraii n<^ only the natioBsl 
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govemmeiit, bntlbe state govenunentt themselveB. In 1786, a genend 
ligiiig took (dace in Western Massachusetts, which excited the great- 
est alarm ; and it was shrewdly suspected that foreign intrigue was 
not wanting to foment and heighten our intestine distractionli. 

I must pause here, for a moment, to paj a passing tribute to the 
gallant State to which we owe allegiance. For you must know that 
New Jersey has erer been among the first in attachment to the Union, 
and always ready to sacrifice her own pretensions for the general 
good of the whole country. This will be made more manifest as we^ 
proceed ; and it was strikingly exemplified in this part of our history. 

Impressed with a conviction that a government of well-defined 
powers was in the last degree desirable, she was among the first to 
ratify the articles of confederation. Her delegates, having received 
the requisite powers from the. Legislature, signed the instrument of 
ratification on the 26th of November, 1778 ; but to the authority to 
ratify, the legislature appended certain amendments, which they deem- 
^ important to^ incorporate into the articles of confederation ; and 
these amendments related to those very defects in the articles, which 
the lapse of time demonstrated to be fatal to their permanency. 

In tiie first place, the legislature complained that the articles con- 
tained no provision for an oath of fidelity to the national compact ; 
and particularly an oa,ili/' to assent to no vote or proceeding which tnay 
violate the general confederation" 

In the next place, the legislature complains that ^' the regulation of 
trade seems to be committed to the several states within their sepa- 
rate juri^ction, in such a degree as may involve many difiiculties 
and embarrassments, and be attended with injustice to some states in 
the Union." " We are of opinion,*' say they, " that the sole and ex- 
elusive power of regulating die trade of the United States with foreign 
nations, ought to be clearly vested in the Congress, and that the 
revenue arising from all duties and customs imposed thereon, ought to . 
be appropriated to the buUding, equipping, and manning a naoy, for; 
the protection of the trade and defence of the coasts, and to such 
c^icr public and general purposes as to the Congress shall seem pro- 
per, and for the common ben^ of the States. This principle,'' they 
^d, " appears to us to be just, and it may be added that a great 
security will, by this means, be derived to the Union from the establish- 
ment of a common and mutual interest" 

They next complain that no provision is made for restraining the 
extent of a standing army in time of peace. ** A standing army, a 
QuMtary establishment and every appendage thereof, in time of peace/' 
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say they, 'Ms totally abhorrent from the ideas and principles of tt&i 
State/' 

They also express a wish that provision had been made for adjust- 
ing the quotas of supplies and^aids, from time to time, to the changing 
circumstances and wealth of the respective States. 

Their next suggestion is on the subject of the public lands, and the 
language is so remarkable that I quote it entire : 

'' The ninth article/' they say, " provides that no State shall be de^ 
prived of territory for the benefit of the United States. Whether we 
are to understand that by territory is intended any land, the property 
of which has heretofore vested in the crown of Great Britain, or that 
no mention of such land is made in the confederation, we are con- 
strained to observe that the present war, as we always apprehended^ 
was undertaken for the general defence and interest of the Confedera-^ 
ting Colonies, now the United States. It was ever the confident ex- 
pectation of this State, that the benefits derived from a successful 
contest were to be general and proportionate, and that the property 
of the common enemy, falling in consequence of a prosperous issue of 
the war, would belong to the United States, and be appropriated to 
their use. We are, therefore, greatly disappointed in finding no pro- 
vision made in the Confederation for empowering the Congress to dis- 
pose of such property, but especially the vacant and unpatented lands^ 
commonly called the crown lands, for defraying the expenses of the 
war, and for such other public and general purposes. The jurisdiction 
ought in every instance to belong to the respective States, within the 
charter or determined limits of which such lands may be seated ; but 
reason and justice must decide that the property, which existed in. the 
crown of Great Britain previous to the present revolution, ought now 
to belong to the Congress in trust for the use and benefit of the United 
States. They have fought and bled for it in proportion to their re- 
spective abilities, and, therefore, the reward ought not to be predilec- 
tionally distributed. Shall such States as are shut out by situation 
from availing themselves of the least advantage from this quarter, be 
left to sink under an enormous debt, whilst others are enabled, in a 
short period, to replace all their expenditures from the hard earnings, 
of the confederacy?" Reasoning, this, it seems to me, that might 
admit of a just application at the present day. 

The next exception taken by the Legislature of New Jersey, related 
to the proportion of land forces to be furnished by the several States^ 
which the articles fixed according to the number of li^hUe inhabitants. 
It strikes me, there is something slyly intended, which is not folly ez^ 
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pMflsedin the obienrations msde on thiB head. They as j, ^' In Ifae 
aot of Independence we find the following declaration: ^We fadU 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal : that 
they iu*e endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable iightB» 
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness :' of this 
doctrine it is not a very remote consecpence," they proceed, '' that all 
the inhabitants of every society, be the color of their complexion wbait 
it may, are bound to promote the interest thereof, according to their 
respective abilities. They ougl^, therefore, to* be brought into the ac- 
count on this occasion. But admitting necessity or expediency to 
justify the refusal of liberty in certain circumstances, to persons of a 
particular color, we think it unequal to reckon upon sudi in this case. 
If the whole number of inhabitants in a State, whose inhabitants are 
all whites, both those who are called into the field, and those who 
remain to till the ground, and labor in mechanical arts and otherwise, 
Are reckoned in the estimate for striking the proportion of forces to 
be furnished by that State, ought even a part of the latter description 
to be left out in another %" 

Such were the amendments which the Legislature of our patriotic 
State thought should be made to the articles of confederation, and this 
was in 1778. They did not make them a sine qua nort. They valued 
the Union too much for that But they made the suggestions and re- 
ccmimended their adoption : and good suggestions they were. Upon 
a vote taken upon them in Congress, however, they were rejected, axA 
so the articles of confederation finally went into efiTect, containing 
within themselves the principles of their own inevitable decay. And 
perhaps we have cause, on the whole, to rejoice that it was so : inas- 
much as it opened the eyes of the country to some defects not then, in 
the contemplation of anybody — which came to be sup^ied, at last» by 
the glorious fabric of our present Constitution. If the old Christiim 
proverb was true, that the blood of martyrs was the seed of the Church, 
it waa no less true that the glaring defects of the Confederation, wefe 
the seed of the Constitution. 

Dark and gloomy, however, was the sad period of probation through 
which the people of these States passed, before the final clearing away 
of the portentous clouds that threatened to overwhelm them. In 
December, '76, Thomas Paine had commenced the first number of his 
series of papers called ' The Crisis,' with the memorable words : 
*' These are the times that try men's souls /" In December, '86, the 
same expression was equally applicable. In the one case, the attain 
ment of a national existence was despaired of by " the summer soldier 
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and the sunshine patriot */' in the other, its preservation was equailj 
despaired of by nobler hearts, and patriots more self-devoted. 

Washington, the calm and brave hearted, who, in the darkest hour 
of the revolution alone stood unmoved, in a letter written to Mr. J&f 
about this period now under consideration, gives vent to his apprehen- 
sions in the following language : 

" Your sentiments that our affairs are drawing rapidly to a crisis 
accord with my own. What the event will be is also beyond the 
reach of my foresight We have errors to Correct ; we have proba- 
bly had too good an opinion of human nature in forming our confede- 
ration. Experience has taught us that men will not adopt and carry 
into execution measures the best calculated for their own good, with- 
out the intervention of coercive power. I do not conceive we can 
exist long as a nation, without lodging somewhere a power that wiQ 
pervade the whole Union in as energetic a manner as the authority of 
the iState governments extends over the several States." '* Requisitions 
are a perfect nullity where thirteen sovereign, independent States, are 
in the habit of discussing and refusing or complying with them at their 
option. Requisitions are actually littie better than a jest and a by** 
word throughout the land. If you tell the legislatures they have vio- 
lated the treaty of peace and invaded the prerogatives of the Confede- 
racy, they will laugh in your face. What then is to be done ? Things 
cannot go on in the same train forever. It is much to be feared, as 
you observe, that the better kind of people, being disgusted with these 
circumstances, will have their minds prepared for any revolution 
whatever. We are apt to run from one extreme into another. To 
anticipate and prevent disastrous contingencies would be the part of 
wisdom and patriotism. 

" What astonishing changes a few years are capable of producing ! 
I am told that even respectable characters speak of a monarchical form 
of government without horror ! From thinking proceeds speaking, 
thence to acting is often but a single step. But how irrevocable and 
tremendous ! What a triumph for our enemies to verify their pre- 
dictions ! What a triumph for the advocates of despotism to find that 
we are incapable of governing ourselves, and that systems founded on 
the basis of equal liberty are merely ideal and fallacious ! Would to 
God tiiat wise measures may be taken in time to avert the conse- 
quences we have but too much reason to apprehend." — Marsh, Life, 
11. p. 108. 

But I must hasten to sketch an outline of the steps which led to the 
formation of our present Constitution. 
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Hie greal difficulty of the Confederation^ it will be paoehred^layin 
die power of the States to thwart and stop tbe wheels -of tbe general 
government Of coarse, the remedy to be sought was, to make tbe 
general government independent of die State governments for its ope- 
ration — to give it an inherent vitality of its own — ^to make it a govern- 
ment over the people in all those branches of sovereignty which it wot 
desirable it should exercise. 

This was the great desideratum, and this was what the Constitution 
intended to effect, and what its framers thought was effected by it 
State vetoes, or the power of nuU^ication, was, ex industria, sought to 
be effectually excluded, i^ut out, and banished from the system. 
With what success we shaU see more particularly by and by. 

From what has been seen of the character of the amendments 
offered to the Articles of Confederation by the Legislature of New 
Jersey, it is evident that the cardinal weakness of that instrument— its 
failure to give Congress the power to raise revenue and regulate 
trade — ^was foreseen at that early day. The conviction of this defect 
in the system grew stronger and stronger, as the commercial and 
pecuniary difficulties of the country increased. 

Accordingly, we find that on the 3d of February, 1781, Dr. Wither- 
spoon (New Jersey is foremost again) offered a resolution in Congress 
that it was indispensably necessary that the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled, should be vested with the right of superintending the 
conmiercial regulations of every State, that none may take place that 
shall be partial or contrary to the common interest ; and that they 
should be vested with the exclusive right of laying duties upon all im- 
ported articles; no restriction to be valid, and no such duty to be laid 
but with the consent of nine States (that is, the vote of nine States in 
Congress). The Dr.'s proposition went on to declare that the duties 
should be ad valorem (home valuation I presume), that they should be 
equal throughout the States, and that they should be appropriated to 
specific purposes, 6lc. The resolution, however, was rejected. 

Congress, at this time, had under discussion a report of a committee 
for a general duty of 5 per cent on all imports : and after the rejec- 
tion of Dr. Witherspoon's resolution, an amendment to tl^e report was 
adopted, transferring the power to lay the duty from the States to 
Congress. The resolution then stood thus : that it be recommended 
to the several States, as indispensably necessary, that they vest a 
power in Congress to levy, for the use of the United States, a duty of 
5 per cent ad valorem, at the time and place of importation, upon all 
goods, wares, and merchandize of foreign growth and manufacture 
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unportod after May, 1781, except anns, ammanitioii, dec, imported 
on account of the United States, and except wool cards, and cotton 
cards, and wire for making them ; and also except salt, during the war. 
Also a like dntj on prizes, and that the money ^ns raised.be appro- 
priated to the principal and interest of the public debt, and that the 
said duties be continued till the debt is paid. This proposition failed 
to receiye the sanction of the States. 

In April, 1783, another plan was suggested, proposing to the States 
to authorize Congress to levy certain specific duties on spirituous 
liquors, tea, sugar and coffee, and a 5 per cent duty on all o^er 
articles, to be continued for 25 years, and applied to paying the in- 
terest or principal of the public debt It was «dso recommended to Ae 
States to raise $1,500,000 annually, according to certain specific 
quotas, for meeting the balance of the interest of the public debt, then 
estimated at nearly two and a half millions annually. It was also pro- 
posed, as a part of the plan, to amend the articles of confederation, so 
as to proportion the quotas of supplies to be furnished by the States, 
according to the number of free inhabitants in each State, including 
those bound to service for a term of years, and threefifths of ail other 
persons, except Indians not paying taxes — instead of being proportioned 
according to the valuation of landed property. This is the first time 
in our history that we hear of this peculiar apportionment — graduated 
by the number of all the free persons, and three-fifths of all other per- 
sons. Messrs. Madison, Ellsworth and Hamilton, by direction of the 
Congress, prepared an address to the states to induce them to agree 
to the proposed plan. This address is couched in terms of the great- 
est earnestness and the most solemn admonition ; and the plan is en^ 
forced by such cogent arguments, that it seems to us, at this day, 
wonderful how the states should not at once have unanimously con- 
curred in it. But, alas ! it was impossible to bring the state legisla- 
tures to adopt any scheme that would give the general government 
the powers necessary to promote the national will. 

We may be curious to know what this able committee said, in ex- 
planation of the peculiar ratio of furnishing quotas, to which I have 
referred. " This rule," they observe, " although not free from objec- 
tions, is liable to fewer than any other that could be devised. The 
only material difilculty which attended it, in the deliberations of Con- 
gross, was to fix the proper difiTerence between the labor and industry 
of free mhabitants, and of all other inhabitants. The ratio ultimately 
agreed on, was the efifect of mutual concessions ; and if it should^ be 
suj^sed not to correspond precisely with the fact, no doubt ought to 
16 
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be entertained that an equal spirit of accommodation among the seve- 
ral legislatures will prevail against little inequalities which may be cal- 
culated on the one side and on the other/^ 

This, it will be recollected, was in 1783. The ratio in questton 
was proposed, not with any view to the proportion of representation 
to be enjoyed by the several states in the Congress — for at that time 
each state had an equal voice with each of the other states — but with 
a view to a just proportion of taxes to be raised by them for the pur- 
poses of the general government : and, in reference to that subject, it 
does not appear to have been an inequitable rule. It is certain that 
slave labor is not as valuable as free labor, and cannot, therefore, be 
as available to the wealth and resources of a state, and to its ability 
to meet public burthens, as free labor can ; and the proportion of 
three-fifths comes as near to the truth, perhaps, as any other that 
could be named. 

When the ratio of representation in the House of Representatives 
came to be settled by the convention x^hich framed the new constitu- 
tion, it was natural, afler having rejected the old principle of an equal 
vote by each stftte, ' to make the rule of representation correspond 
with that of taxation ; on the cardinal American principle, that taxa- 
tion and representation ought to go together ; and the convention 
having adopted the above ratio proposed by Congress in 1783, as the 
basis of taxation, it was also made the basis of representation. It is 
true the result has been, since duties on imports have been found 
adequate to (he revenues required by the general government, that 
the slave states get the benefit of the representation, without the cor- 
responding burden of the taxation ; and to those to whom the history 
of the thing is unknown, it seems an undue concession to the Soulii. 

But to return. The plan thus proposed by Congress in 1783, failed 
for want of the consent of some of the states. 

In April, 1784, Congress submitted to the States another proposition, 
to be invested for fifteen years i^ith the power of prohibiting the im- 
portation of goods from those nations with whom we had no treaties 
of commerce, &c. This power was desired in order to counteract 
the commercial and navigation laws of Great Britain, which were 
highly injurious to our commerce and marine, and she declining any 
commercial treaty with Congress, on the plea that Congress had no 
power to enforce it. 

This proposition also failed. Several states agreed to it, New 
Jersey among the number (as she always did to everything proposed 
by Congress, having in view the general welfare of the Union) ;— but 
others contumaciously rejected it. 
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la Joly^ 1795, another amendment to the ConfederatioQ waB^dia* 
eaaaed in OongresSy conferring nearly the same powers on Congreas 
in relation to trade, which are now t vested in the general government 
But it was finally concluded that it would be better that some of the 
state legislatares themselves should move in the matter, and Congress 
dropped the further consideration of it 

Congress having thus abandoned all hope of making any proposi- 
tion that would be acceptable to the States, the subject was finally 
taken up in the legislature of Virginia, in the session of 1765-6 ; and 
the result was the appointment of Gov. Randolph, Mr. Madison, and 
others, as Commissioners to meet Commissioners from the states, to 
take into consideration the trade of the United States ; to examine 
the relative situations and trade of the states ; to consider how far a 
uniform system might be necessary to their common interest and 
paramount harmony, and to report to their several states, 6lc, 

In consequence of this call, commissioners from five states — New 
Jersey among the number — met at Annapolis. The history of the 
Annapolis Convention is well known to us all. They deemed their 
powers inadequate to the exigencies of the nation, and the number of 
states represented too limited to lend to the result of their delibera- 
tions any practical good, and they unanimously reported that, in their 
conviction, it would essentially tend to advance the interests of the 
UnioUf if the states would concur in the appointment of commission- 
ers to meet at Philadelphia in May, 1787, to take into consideratum 
the situation of the United States, and to devise such further provisioms 
as should appear necessary to render the constitution of the federd 
government adequate to the exigencies of the Union,*' 

This report, being transmitted to Congress and the several states, 
resulted in the call of the convention of 1787, which framed the pre- 
sent constitution. 

It is with pleasure that I again revert, in this place, to the part 
taken by New Jersey in this auspicious proceeding on the part of the 
Annapolis Convention. 

The powers given by all the other states represented in that conven- 
tion, related to commercial regulations alone ; but New Jersey had 
empowered her commissioners to meet with those of other states and 
'' consider how far an uniform system in their commercial regulations, 
and other important matters, might be necessary to the common in- 
terest and permanent harmony of the several states, and to report 
such an act on the subject as, when ratified by them, would enaUe 
the United States in Congress assembled, effeetnsLlly io provide for the 
exigencies of the Union." 
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The convention refers to this authority given to the New Jersey com* 
missioners in their report, and saggests that it was an improvement on 
the original plan, and that the power of the deputies to ^e conven- 
tion recommended by them, should extend to other objects than those 
of commerce, inasmuch as the power of regulating trade was of such 
comprehensive extent, and would enter so far into the general system 
of the federal government, that to give it efficacy, and to obviate ques- 
tions and doubts, concerning its precise nature and limits, might re- 
quire a correspondent adjustment of other parts of the federal system. 

To Jerseymen it is a matter of pride that their state has done so 
much to lay strong and deep the foundation of our nationality and 
our essential union as one American people. 

On the 14th of May, 1787, the grand convention met It adjourned 
on the 17th of September of the same year. It was composed of the 
best men the nation could afford. Washington was there ; Franklin 
was there ; Madison, Hamilton, Sherman, Mason, and Randolph were 
there. Our own Gov. Livingston, Paterson, Brearly, and Dayton 
were there. Their works do follow them. The second great peril of 
tiie Union — ^may I, without irreverence say, the second woe — ^is 



But we tread closely on the heels of a third. It is in the Convention 
itself. The doors are closed. Four long months are consumed in the 
deliberations of this august body of men. Public expectation is anxi- 
ous and breathless. Public rumor wafts a hundred idle stories on her 
wings. The prevalent opinion out of doors, however, is that the dele- 
gates are proceeding with wonderful unanimity ! Wonderful unanimity 
indeed ! Several delegates, amongst others two from New York, take 
dudgeon and return home before the work is half done. Earnest 
debate, violent debate, angry debate, threatening and taunting de- 
bate, crimination and recrimination, startle the echoes of old Inde- 
pendence Hall. Once and again the delegates saw nothing before 
them but absolute, blank despair. No hope of agreement, or compro- 
mise, or conciliation ! 

We have all heard of the beautiful remark made by Dr Franklin, 
whilst the members were subscribing their names to the constitution, 
after it had been finally concurred in. He said, to one standing near 
him, <* I have often looked at that figure,'' pointing to the representa- 
tion of the sun over the president's chair, *< and reflected how difficult 
it is for an artist to paint a rising or a setting sun, so as to distinguish 
tbe one from the other. Sometimes, as fancy dictated for the moment^ 
I have taken that image for the rising and sometimes for ihe setting 
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mm. BqV' said he, ** I diink I am now certain, on a more careAil 
esamination, that it is the riiing sutg." 

Sometinies it seemed the setting eun / How trae, how trae ! No 
man can read the debates of that convention, as reported by die inde- 
&tigable Madison and Yates, and as represented bj Attomey-Gen^nl 
Martin, and other delegates, withoat exclaiming, " How true ! '' 

It is not difficult forihose who have familiarized themselves with the 
history of those times, to enter into the feelings of the venerable pa- 
triots of that day, who generally concurred in this one thing, — ^if in no- 
thing else, — that if that opportunity was lost, all was lost; if they 
fiiiled then, they failed forever • And when we seriously consider the 
vast variety and incompatibility of interests to conciliate and har- 
monize, we must cease to wonder at the almost insurmountable difficul- 
ties which concurred to prevent an agreement upon any efficient plan 
of general government There was the conflict between large states 
and small states — ^between northern states and southern states — ^be- 
tween producing states and commercial states — between free states 
jmd slave states, and between m^i of all varieties of opinion on the 
nature of government, at a time when a republic was comparatively an 
experiment, and when the general principles of political philoso[Aiy, 
for want of exemplification in every kind, were much more at sea 
than they are now. 

The point of greatest difficulty was the conffict between the large 
states and the small ones, about representation. The latter could not 
endure the thought of giving up the equal consequence which they 
had always enjoyed under the old Congress and confederation. As 
sovereignties, they deemed themselves entirely equal to the larger 
states, which were nothing more. This difficulty was finally compro- 
mised by giving to each state an equal vote in the Senate, and con- 
ferring upon that body, together with the president, sundry powers not 
conferred upon the House of Representatives— such as the concurrence 
in treaties, appointments to office, &;c. 

It is needless for me to recapitulate the form and terms of the con- 
stitution which was finally concurred in. The world knows it by 
heart. 

It is sufficient to say of it, first, that not a single article, section, 
clause, or expression is contained in it, which was not fully, deliber- 
ately, and anxiously considered. It was carefully considered in each 
and all of its parts ; and it was equally carefully considered as a 
whole. It is a great mistake to suppose that anything crept in 
without due observation ; and the whole instrument is one entire com- 
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[nromiae between all the diven^ed interests of this coiuilry ; and very 
few, I hope, can be found in this state, at ^is day, who will say that 
the compromise was not a wise one. 

In the second place, as to the character and terms of the constitn- 
tion> we may, in general terms, use <he language of the resolutions 
adopted by the Convention as the basis of it; that it gave to the 
general goyemment all the legislative rights vested in Congress by die 
Confederation, and, moreover, the right to legislate in all cases for 
the general interests of the Union, and also in those to which ihe 
states were separately incompetent, or in which the harmony of tiie 
United States might be interrupted by the exercise of individual legis- 
lation. It provides for an executive to carry the laws into executicm, 
and for a judiciary ve^ed with a jurisdiction over all cases arising 
under the constitution itself, and under the laws of the United States^ 
as well as over such other questions as involve the national peace imd 
harmony. 

In a word, it confers upon the general government all those branches 
of sovereignty which attach to this nation in its national capacity, in- 
volving foreign relations, peace, and war, commerce, trade, <Scc.9 and 
also those which are expedient to be exercised by a common govern- 
ment, for the prevention or settlement of controversies and disputes 
between the several states ; and, in conferring these powers, they are 
made to flow directly from the people of the states, and not from the 
states in their corporate capacity. The government acts upon the 
people, taxes the people, protects and defends the people, and does 
not in the least depend for its operations upon the several states. It 
is an imperium in imperio — just as much the government of the people 
of all the states, in those departments and branches of sovereignty over 
which its jurisdiction extends, as the state governments are the govern- 
ments of the people of the several states in all other departments of 
sovereignty ; and in order that no unseemly contentions might arise, 
by conflicting claims of jurisdiction between the general government 
and the state government, high appellate jurisdiction is given to the 
supreme court of the United States, in all cases arising under the con- 
stitution, or in which the Umted States are a party, or in which two or 
more state sare parties. 

During the course of Ihe proceedings of the convention, several pro- 
positions were made, which, in their eflect, would have given &e 
separate states power to interfere with the operations of the general 
government ; but every such attempt was promptly pit down. The 
menibers had seen enough of state interference, and of the dependeace 
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oMie general government upon the several states, to make them sen- 
sible of the infinite danger which woold ensne from a continuance of 
those evils. 

And virhat part did New Jersey take in the formation of this palla- 
dlom of our national union, and of all our liberties ? It must be con- 
fessed that the delegates from New Jersey were in &vor of simply 
amending the old articles of confederation ; but only on the ground 
that their powers, as well as the powers of all the other delegates, 
did not authorize them to go any further. Mr. Patefson, on the 15th 
and 16th of June, made a very effective speech on ^e subject, and 
submitted a series of amendments to the Confederation, which he sup- 
posed would extend as far as their powers authorized them to go, and 
aa fiir as it was expedient, at that time, to go. Our delegates were 
also very strenuous in endeavoring to procure an equality of repre- 
sentation from the several states, in both branches of the national legis- 
lature. But in this, as well as in other points, they were overruled by 
a majority of the states in convention assembled. 

But this we have to say of our delegates, that when the Constitu- 
tion was adopted in its present form, they yielded to the calls of the 
general welfiare, and affixed their names to it ; and, on returning home 
to their constituents, gave it their cordial support. 

And what did the state do in reference to the adoption of the con- 
stitution, when presented for their consideration ? A convention was 
immediately called by direction of fhe legislature ; met at Trenton in 
December, 1787, and on the 18th of that month, unanimously ratified 
the constitution. How unlike the angry and threatening discussions 
which took place in some of the other states ! The convention of 
New York came within a hair's breadth of rejecting the constitution, 
and did not finally ratify it till the 26th of July, 1788. North Caro- 
hna did not ratify it till Nov. 21, 1789 ; and little Rhode Island held 
out till the 29th of May, 1790. In several of the conventions the 
whole battle had to be fought over again which had been so stren- 
uously fought, and so nobly won in the general convention. 

But it received the sanction of nine of the states, and became, by 
its terms, a federal constitution as to them, on the 21st of June, 1788, 
and finally received the sanction of the whole thirteen in May, 1790, 
and thus became the supreme law of the whole land. 

The third danger to the Union — ^the danger of disagreement on any 
efficient plan of general government, was thus most happily passed. 

I need not stop to observe, that if we should once break up our 
present national compact, we must absolutely despair of ever bring- 
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ing the people of the states to agree upon anotber. We mast stand 
by the constitation which we have, or the nationality of the United 
States of America is forever at an end ! 

It might have been expected, after all the trouble that had been ex- 
perienced in new moulding the general government, after all the 
mutual concessions and solemn pledges that had been made, and after 
all the precautions that had been taken to invest that government 
wi^ an inherent vitality of its own, independent of state influence— 4t 
might, I say, after all this, have been expected, that the current of 
our affairs would have gone smoothly on. But, alas ! such was not 
to be our happy lot. 

My time is too far spent to enable me to give more dian a hasty 
sketch of the principal dangers which have hitherto threatened the ship 
of state, since the adoption of the constitution. I take them to have 
been the following: — the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of W; 
the Hartford convention of 1814; the Missouri question in 1820; 
the tariff question and South Carolina nullification in 1832, and die 
recent slavery agitation in 1850. 

When the constitution was framed and adopted, in 1787, 1788 and 
1789, we had a great statesman abroad, representing this country in 
France ; one who always wielded a vast influence on the measures, 
and I may say the destinies, of this republic. That statesman was 
Thomas Jefferson. Mr. Jefferson combined very remarkable and very 
antagonistic qualities. He possessed a most enthusiastic — ^perhaps it 
is not going too far to say visionary — temperament; and, at the same 
time, possessed the quality or faculty of always maintaining a calm 
and quiet exterior. His love of liberty was of the most ardent cast, 
and this love was in no degree abated by his intercourse with the new 
republican school of the country to which he was commissioned to 
represent us. Nor is there any doubt that he was ambitious. 

Mr. Jefferson early manifested a very decided dislike to the Consti- 
tution. In a letter written to a friend on the 13th of Nov. 1787, he 
uses this language : '^ There are very good qualities in it [the consti- 
tution] and very bad. I do not know which preponderate. What 
we have lately read in the history of Holland, in the chapter on the 
Stadtholder, would have sufficed to set me against a chief eligible for 
a long duration, if I had ever been disposed toward one : and what 
we have always read of the election of Polish kings, should have for- 
ever excluded the idea of one continuable for life. Wonderful is the 
effect of impudent and persevering lying. The British ministry have 
, 80 long hired their gazetteers to repeat, and model into every forrn^ 
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lias abont our being in anarchy^ that the world has at length beliered 
Ifaem, the English nation has believed them, the Ministers themselve* 
have come to believe them^ and what is more wonderful, we have 
believed them ourselves. Yet where does this anarchy exist, except 
in the single instanc)B of Massachusetts! and can history produce an 
instance of rebellian so honorably conducted 7 I say nothing of its 
motives. They were founded in ignorance, not wickedness* God 
forbid we should ever be twenty years without such a rebellion. The 
people cannot be all, and always well informed. The part which is 
wrong will be discontented in proportion to the facts they misconceive. 
If they remain in quiet under such mis-conceptions, it is a lethargy, 
the forerunner of death to public liberty. We have had thirteen States 
independent for eleven years. There has been one rebellion. That 
comes to one rebellion in a century and a half for each State. What 
country before ever existed a century and a half without a rebellion? 
and what country can preserve its liberties, if its rulers are not warned 
from time to time, that its people preserve the spirit of resistance t 
Let them take arms. The remedy is to set them right as to facts^ 
pardon and pacify them. What signify a few lives lost in a centur j 
or two ? The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time wiUi 
the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its natural manure !" 

In another letter dated the 11th of December, 1787, he says, " Our 
new Constitution is powerfully attacked in the American newspapers* 
The objections are, that its effect would be to form the thirteen States 
into one ; that proposing to melt all down into a' general governments 
they have fenced the people by no declaration of rights, &c., &o. 
"You will perceive that those objections are serious, and some of 
them not without foundation." 

In the subsequent course of Mr. Jefferson's political life, at least as 
long as he remained in opposition, it seemed to be his great object — 
since the form of the Constitution was fixed and could not readily be 
changed — to bring about such a construction of it, as would bend it to 
meet the particular platform of public policy to which he was attached, 
^uch seems to have been his object in the Cabinet contests which 
occurred between him and Hamilton, during the first administration 
of G^l Washington. — Jefferson, it will be recollected, was the Seo- 
retary of State, and Hamilton of the Treasury. 

And here I must be permitted to say that no young man who desires 

to understand the political and constitutional history of his country^ 

ought to omit the careful reading of the famous reports produced bj 

tbese respective champions of different syitons of politics. They are 

17 
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among the al^est State papers that have ever been produced in anj 
eoiintry. 

General Washington coincided with the vieir^ of HftmOton-^and' 
Jeflfbrsoii became alienated from the ftther ofhis countiy. He resigned* 
hid pl^^e ii^ the administration ; and retired to Montibdlo. Bat he was' 
not idle. His principles were industrionslj disseminated and took deep 
root in the minds of the American people. 

Two great and opposite principles of con^tructioh arose, as appUed 
to the Federal Constitution. The qne sought to strengthen the General 
Government at the expense of the State Governments ; the other sought 
to weaken the General Government, and to give the State Governments 
more powers. Perhaps, both parties carried their respective principle^ 
to extremes. M/. Jefferson and his adherents advocated the State- 
Rights' doctrine, and manifested the most bitter hostility to the admin- 
istration of Mr. Adams, which took the opposite extreme, and, no 
dotibt, carried on matters with a pretty lygh hand. At length an 
occasion occurred for drawing the lines, and defining the positions of 
the two great parties with something like distinctness and precision. 

In the summer of 1798, the difficulties with France had arisen to 
their greatest height. The Directory, incensed at the unbending neu- 
trality of the United States in the contest between France and Eng- 
land, had insulted the government, and appealed to the people of this 
country, confident in obtaining the support of the opposition, and 
hopeful of crushing the administration, by appeals to popular preju- 
dice. The partisans of the President, having the majority in both 
Hduses of Congress, took vigorous measures for sustaining the national 
dignity against France, and, at the same time, procured the passage of 
the Alien and Sedition laws.* The former of these laws had particu- 
lar respect to the emissaries of France, who, it was supposed, were 
endeavoring, in various ways, to promote the designs of the French 
government, by fomenting disturbances in the country, and opposition 
to the measures of government. The act authorized the President to 
order all such aliens as Tie shotdd judge dangerous to ^e peace and 
safety of the United States, or should have reasonable grounds to stis- 
peet were concerned in any treasonable or secret machinations against 
the government, to depart out of tbe territory of the United States 
witMn such tkne as should be expressed in the order; and, on failure 
to comply with the order, the party was to be imprisoned for a term 

*^*' An Act oonfeemiDf AlieM," mppioved June 25tb, 1796; and ** An Act in Addi- 
tion to the act, entitled ' An Act for the punishment of cetrain crinieB against the United 
BttM,'* approved July 14th, 1798.— 1 Story^sZawt, pp. 515, 543. 
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not exceeding thiiee yeiurs. Provision was made for the alien to prove 
himself innocent, and to give bond for his good behavior ! This viras 
nndonbtedly a pretty high stretch of power ; but it seems to me to have 
been rather a question of expediency than of constitutional power in 
Congress. For the Constitution undoubtedly gives Congress authority 
and imposes on it the duty of protecting and defending the liberties and 
independence of the country. The other law^ called the Sedition law^ 
made it a high misdemeanor to conspire to oppose any measure of the 
general government directed by proper authority, or to impede the 
operation of any law of the United States, or to write, print or publish 
any libel against the Government of the United States or either House 
of Congress, or the President of the United States, with intent iiO de- 
fame them, or to bring them into contempt or disrepute ; or to excite 
against them the haired of the people, or to stir up seditipn, or to excite 
unlawful combinations for opposing any law of the United States or 
any act of the President done in pursuance of such law, &;c. The 
penalty imposed was a fine not exceeding $2000 and imprisonment 
not exceeding two years ! An admirable law for an unpopular ad- 
ministration in a warm canvass ! 

Such were the Alien and Sedition laws. They were seized upon 
by the adherents of the opposition, and made the occasion of the 
greatest political whirlwind that our country has ever witnessed. 
They also presented a favorable opportunity to Mr, Jefferson, of 
bringing out and enforcing his peculiar principles of constitutional 
construction. Of coursQ he availed himself of the opportunity. 

He drew up a set of resolutions to be passed by the Legislature of 
Kentucky' — and which were passed by that body on the 10th of Nov., 
1798. By these resolutions the Alien and Sedition laws were declared 
to he flatly unconstitutional ; — the first, because no power to pass them 
was given to Congress; — the second, because they infringed that 
Amendment of the Constitution which prohibited Congress from pass- 
ing any laws to abridge the freedom of speech or of the press. All 
this, as a matter of opinion of that Legislature, would have done very 
well. But the resolutions went further. They proceeded to lay down 
the startling and tremendous doctrine — ^tremendous in its consequences 
from that day to this — and to all future time — that each State is to he 
its own judge of the constitvitomdUy or unconstitutionality of acts of 
Congress. '^This Government," say they — ^referring to the United 
States Government — " created by this compact, was not made the 
exclooive or final judge of the extent of the powers delegated to itself; 
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iince that would have made its disoretion, and not the Constitutiony 
tiie measure of its powers ; but, that as in all other cases of compact, 
among parties having no common judge, each party has an equal right 
to judge for itself; as well of infractions as of the mode and measure 
of redress" — thus in effect setting aside altogether and rendering null 
and void the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of some cases arising 
under the Constitution. 

In November of the year following the same Legislature, lay down 
the broad doctrine, in so many words, '^ that a nullification by those 
sovereignties'' (the States) " of all unauthorized acts done under color 
-of tiiat instrument (the Constitution) is the rightful remedy/' 

Virginia closely followed in the steps of her arrogant daughter, 
and by a series of resolution^, drawn up by Mr. Madison, and passed 
in December, 1798, the Legislature of that State declared it to be 
** tJteir duty to watch over and oppose every infraction of those princi- 
ples which constitute the only basis of the Union." 

These 'resolutions are not so fiery, as those of Kentucky, but they 
possessed more weight at the time, Mr. Jefferson not being then 
known as the author of those passed by the latter State. 

These are the principles ^on which every contumacious State, since 
that time, when she has found it convenient for effecting purposes in 
opposition to the measures of the General Government^ has placed 
herself; and from which she has drawn artillery to defend her position. 

It is wonderful, when we look back upon the past, that Mr. Madi- 
son, who had taken such a large ^hare in the formation of the Consti- 
tution, and who so well understood its principles, should have been so 
far drawn aside from the true theory of our Government as to pen the 
resolutions of Virginia above referred to. It is well known that he 
always entertained a great veneration for Mr. Jefferson, and although 
not agreeing with him, in his ultra notions on some matters of great 
political concern, yet, that he was greatly influenced by him in every 
thing that appertained to the measures of Government, viewed as 
questions of expediency ; and it must be supposed, that, on this occa- 
sion, he suffered himself to be so far virought upon, by Jefferson's 
specious logic, as to be -induced to couch the resolutions in question 
in the form in which they stand — moderated and softened, it is true, 
when compared with the Kentucky platform, sketched by the master's 
own hand, — ^but still obnoxious to such serious and all-important 
animadversions. 

When the fever of South Carolina nullification was raging in IS30, 
Mr. Madison, in a letter to Mr. Everett, dated in August of that year» 
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in ipdiich He eomes over the subject of these res6liitiODB» and their sop* 
posed bearing on the all-absorbing topic of the day, explained^ that 
they were never intended to have the construction which ' State Rights' 
men had put upon them ; that the opposition to the General Govern- 
ment which they indicated and enforced, was not a physical and 
forcible opposition, to be sanctioned by bayonets and cannon balls, but 
the opposition of a forcible and energetic remonstrance, strengthened 
by a moral concert of th€| several States ; and, as to the ultimate tribu- 
nal for. the decision of constitutional questions of jurisdiction, between 
the General and State Governments, he referred to a passage in one 
of the numbers of the Federalist, — ^probably written by himself — ^m 
which the Supreme Court is distinctly pointed to as the arbiter in 
such cases. 

It may be that Mr. Madison had been somewhat deceived, as to the 
use that was to be made of the Virginia resolutions, and the construc- 
tion that would be put upon them* They certainly were, and frequently 
since, have been, construed in a very different sense, from that which 
he supposes to have been their tnm import ; and they have been made 
the basis of a platform decidedly at war with the safety of our institu- 
tions. 

It is a happy circumstance, that the nullification ground taken by 
Kentucky and Virginia in 1798, did not meet with the general con- 
currence. Delaware, Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire and Vermont expressed themselves strongly opposed to 
the principles which the. Virginia and Kentucky resolutions were 
intended to establish ; and most of those States, in concurrence with 
the writers of the Federalist, expressly referred to the Supreme Court 
of the United Staes as the constitutional arbiter, of all questions arising 
under the Constitution and laws of the United States, and particularly 
of all questions of conflicting jurisdiction. 

Happily, the angry passions which had been aroused by the discus- 
sion, and the jealousy of Mr. Adams's administration, which had been 
created among the masses of the people, under the notion, indus- 
triously disseminated^ that it was inimical to their freedom, led to the 
election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency in 1800, and thus the 
occasion passed by for further lashing into fury the political elements 
of the country. The Alien and Sedition laws expired^ or were repealed, 
and the Virginia resolutions were, for the time being, happily forgotten, 
to be too well remembered, however, in subsequent exigencies of the 
country. 

I shall pass over, at this time, what I had intended to say on the 
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other perilous engencies in which the Union has been placed,— a to|Hio 
which ought to be so interesting to us all, — contenting myself with d(i« 
observation, that the position taken by the Convention at Hartford in 
1814, — notwithstanding all the apologies that have been made for the 
report of that body, and all the specious glosses that have been put 
upon it, — are precisely the same with those taken by the Legislatiuces 
of Kentucky and Virginia in 1798. The New England States com- 
plained that the General Government had sacrificed their commerce, 
had plunged the nation into a ruinous and unnecessary war, and had 
neglected to defend the East, with all its extensive and exposed sea- 
board ;-^and, hence, the Hartford Convention recommended those 
States to take care of themselves, and to oppose the unconstitutional 
measures of the General Government — of course assuming to the 
States the right to judge of the constitutionality of measures. 

The same position was taken by the Southern States in 1820, when 
the slavery question was agitated, and the Union was shaken to its 
centre, on the admission of Missouri as a State : the same position was 
taken in 1830, and '32, by South Carolina, when she conceived that 
)the tarifi* was drawing down destruction to the general interests of be 
South, in reference to the value of their staple— cotton : — and the 
same position has now again been taken, in 1850, by the same State, 
upon the renewed agitation of the slavery question arising on the 
admission of California, the settlement of the Texan boundary, and 
the adjustment of the various questions connected therewith. 

I need not say to those whom I have the honor of addressing, that 
this has never been the position of New Jersey. She has always 
maintained the warmest adherence to the Union, and to the' Constitu- 
tion as it stands. And [ may say this of all her citizens, of whatever 
class or party. She has always conceded, and she always will con- 
cede, to the General Government the full exercise of all its powers — 
and will ever be ready to refer it to the august tribunal created by the 
Constitution, to decide all questions of conflicting jurisdiction. 

She will do more. She will always faithfully live up to the terms 
of the compact, in good faith, so as to give no just occasion of com- 
plaint to any State, or to any section of the country; And such, I am 
rejoiced to believe, is the general sentiment of the American people. 
There may be engagements imposed by the instrument of govern- 
ment, which do not stand precisely with all our notions of expediency 
or propriety. From our education and habits, it may run counter 
to our sensibilities, to conform to some of the constitutional regula- 
tions to which we have subscribed. But what are these — to be put in 
the scale against the horrors of anarchy and disunion ! 
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What would we be — ^what could we do-— what woi^ be our con- 
sideration among the nations of the earth — ^what security would we 
have for the preservation of our liberties and our independence, if we 
should cease to be one nation, and one people*? Now, we are a great 
nation. Our name and our power are respected. It is our pride to 
call ourselves American citizens — members and citizens of the vast 
and powerful Republic of the western world. But if we should per- 
mit a mischievous sentimentality to dash the Union into elementary 
fragments, where would be our glory, our pride, our happiness and 
our safety, as a nation ? We would be like the petty states of Ger- 
many — without power — without consideration — ^and subject to be 
bought, and sold, and domineered over by our more powerful neigh- 
bors, or by the weight and arms of some foreign power. 

Let, then, th^ Union stand ! Let the Constitution, which is the 
paladium of that Union, stand ! Let every State, and every good 
citizen of every State, in the same spirit of compromise and concilia- 
tion in which that constitution was originally framed, be tender of the 
rights of other States and other citizens ; and let the compromises con- 
tained in the Constitution, be fairly, fully and faithfully observed ; 
and then we can, vnth a good conscience, join in the fervent prayer 
of every true patriot, esto perpettta. 
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LEHERS OF JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 

AGESfT FOR THE PROVINCE OF NEW JERSEY IN GREAT BRITAIN, 
FROM 1761 TO 1766. 



[%* These Letten were addressed to Samuel Smith, Treasurer of the Provinoe, 
(Author of the History of New Jersey), except when otherwise mentioned ; and were 
presented to the Society by Mr. Edmund Morris of Burlington. Many of the al* 
losioDS contained in the letters possess considerable interest for the student of oor 
history.] 



Esteemed Fb? 

I received a Letter from oar Friend Charles Read Informing 
me that your Assembly had Appointed me your Agent, for which I 
Apprehend myself Indebted to thy Friendship as well as the good 
Offices of some others, I desire tiierefore thou wilt accept my Grate- 
full Acknowledgements thyself and also tender them on my behalf to 
my oflier Friends Occasionally. 

I shall Endeavour to manifest the Sence I have of your Favours by 
an Assiduous and Diligent Application to 1;he Discharge of the Trust 
Reposed in me. 

I have received no advices from the Committee of Correspondence. 
The Friendship Capt? Falkner is taken by the enemy and as I Imagine 
my Power and Directions have been sent by her if Duplicates are not 
forwarded I may be long without the Necessary Instructions. 

6ome Steps were Proposed to be taken towards the Distribu^on of 
Ae Grant of £200,000 for 1759 General Amherst has made a return 
by which it appears your Assembly Voted 1,000 Troops that year I 
want some Information on diat matter. 

The Parliament will be Dissolved next Week and a New one Chosen 
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tt«ro ha8 been nothing moved this Session maleriallj Affecting die 
Colonys. 

Lord Banington Secretary at War is (or will be according to Cur- 
rent Report) Appointed CSiancelloar of the Ezdiequer in tbe Room of 
H. B. Legge. 

I am Thy RespectfiiU Ass^ Fr« 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
14ih, dd. Mo. 1761. Anstin-Fryeni. 



Rmp?Fb? 

The Foregoing is Duplicate of my last I am now come to 
20th» 3d. Mo. The Earl of Bate is Appointed one of the Principal 
Secretarys of State in the Room of the Earl of Holdemesse. Josiah 
Hardy, Esqr. is appointed Governor of the Province of New-Jersey. 
Yesterday the King went to the House and gave the Royal Assent to 
Sundry Bills. 

I am Thy respectfull Fr^ 

J. SHERWOOD. 



Rbsp? Fh? 

My last to thee was 14th, 3d. Mo. pr. the New- York Pac* 
quett and pr. the Philadelphia Pacquett. 

The Lords of the Treasury have allotted the sum of £9,328 as your 
Proportion of the Parliamentary Grant of 1759. 

When I received Advice of my Appointment to the Agency I Ex- 
pected it was 0art of my Business to receive this money the rest of 
the Agents in General receive it for their respective Provinces and so 
do I for Rhode-Island. 

When I received my Warrant for Rhode-Island from the Treasury 
(Apprehending my Power from you were Miscarryed) I desired that if 
any person came for your Warrant he might be asked for his Author- 
ity to receive it Lord Sterling came Accordingly and has taken 
some offence and has wrote me an Angry Letter about it I per- 
ceive he is not pleased with my Appointment to the Agency having 
periiaps some Particular Friend of his own to Introduce, these matters 
I mention to thee and have wrote to the like purpose to my Friend 
Charles Read that in Case any thing maybe working to my prejudice 
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joa (My Friend) may be aware (^ the motivee from whence ita - 
Springs. 

And now one Word more in regard to the money affair. We are 
to be paid half in Cash and the other half to have Government Secn- 
rify for payable at a fatnre day with Interest It Appears to me most 
Reasonable and Natural that the Agent for each Colony shonld re- 
ceive these moneys, for if it la/s in hand bat a few Months the Inter- 
est of it will exceed the Agents Salary many times over, and I think 
the Agent should Enjoy these Accidental Priviledges when they arise 
as it will be a greater Encouragement to him to Exert himself at other 
times when Perhaps the Salary may not be a Sufficient Compensation 
for his Trouble. 

I have wrote my Mind very fully to thee as above in great 
Confidence of thy Friendship towards me not doubting but thy 
prudence will suggest that the Contents of this ought to be kept 

Secret 

I am Thy respectfull Ass** Fr*- 

6th, 6th. Mo. 1761 JOSEPH SHERWOOD. 



Rbsp? Fb? 

The favour of the 6 Mo. 26th. I rece'dbut that menf to be 
wrote a week before is not come to hand, my last letter to thee was 
8th ult I also wrote thee the 4th & 11th, 7 Mo. 6c sev* other Letters 
since the Advice of my Appointment to the Agency reached me. 

With thyne I reced the Votes of Assembly up to 7th April & also 
your Militia and other Laws. My Appointment does not Appear by 
the Votes or otherwise. Indeed my Name is mentioned in the Act for 
Support of Government but neither that nor the Sundry private Letters 
I have rece'd will be sufficient to have my name properly Registered in 
the Office of the Lords of Trade & Plantation which ought to be done^ 
nor have I any Authentic Document to show my Power of Agency 
if eallmd on Iherefore it is necessary to send me a Copy of the 
Vote or Minute of Assembly (Appointing me) under the Seal of the 
Colony. 

I most cheerfully Embrace thy offer of Correspondence ds shall take 
great Pleasure in rendering thee^any services I am capable of either in 
a Public or Private Capacity. 

I have nothing new to Relate respecting American Affidrs the whde 
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Attention of our people being engaged abont the Coronation ipdiieh 
is fixed for the 2Sid instant 

I am Thj respectfiill Fr^ 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
16th Sepf 1761. ' Austin-Fiyem 



Risp^ Fh^ 

Robi Lawrence, John Wetherill, Charles Read, Jacob Spicer, 
Saml. Smith. 

Being Informed that you are the Present Committee of Correspond- 
ence I Address you with what Occurs relating to your Colony. 

Two of your Acts of Assembly to wit that relating to Francis Goelet 
and for the Continuation of the Assembly notwithstanding the Demise 
of the King Have been Reported by the Board of Trade as Improper 
for the Royal Approbation and they have sent their Reasons for the 
same to your Governor. 

The House of Commons have voted the sum of jS133,000 for the 
Northern Colonys to be Distributed according to the Vigour and Ac- 
tive Meritt of each, and nothing besides that has Occurred in either 
House relating to the Colonys. 

As for Publick News there is a Grand Expedition Fleet just ready 
to Sail from Portsmouth tiie Destination whereof is a great Secret 
The Death of the Empress of Russia has given a Favourable turn to 
our German Connections and our Public Funds are risen 5 pr. cent 
I am with great Regard 

Your Ass- Fr*- 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
27ih Feb. 1762. Austm-Fryers. 

[Addressed] To Robert Lawrence ds the rest of the Com'ee of Cor- 
respondence of the Assembly of New Jersey. 



RsBP? Fb^ 

My last was pr. the Brittonia Tillett. 
Bo& Houses of Parliament met Pursuant to their Prorogation dne 
material part of their Business has been to Approve of the Preliminary 
Artieles of Peace, on which Occasion both Houses have Addressed 
due Throne in a very florid manner, and Expressive of Ihe greatest 
Satisfaction ; Nothing has hitherto been moved Affiscting liie Colonys 
Ndr is there any thing Stiring at the Bostrd of Tra^ relatit^ to New- 
Jersey, No Person is Commissioned for Council in the Room o^ 
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Andraw JolmflOD deoeased their Lordships choosing to Wait tiU the 
Governor shall Recommend one in liie WlestfiHi Divisioii thoe being- 
now only two in that Division. 

I am Thy resiiectfall Fr 

JOSJ^PH SHERWOOD, 
11th Jan. 1763. Ausdfi-Fryers. 



RB8P» 

The Favour of 5th, 6th. Mo. I received with Bills^-Jacob 
Spicer Esq'* by his Letter to me dated 5th December 1760 wiites thaf 
the sam of J&287 6 1(H Currency was the money allowed by the 
Assembly to be due to us as Executors of R. P.* and we have rendred 
an Account in Chancery of the .sum of £152 9^. 2d, Sterling being 
due from Ihe Province to the Estate of R. P. and think that the As- 
sembly should have paid the money Neat in London; so great a 
deduction as £66 will Occasion much Trouble to us. We had rather 
have waited longer than be paid thus. 

The Ezecuior Promised what passed between us should be secret 
and I never mentioned thy name^ so that its Impossible to Affect Ihee. 

I Suppose there vnll be a New Law to Impower some Person to 
receive the money for 1761 and 1762. I should* be glad to be Au* 
ihorized for that purpose, not merely for the Advantage, but it lookd 
unaccountable to Employ an Agent to SoUicit the Payment and not 
Intrust him to receive it. 

I will Endeavour to oblige thee vnth Magazines and Pamphletts. 

I shall take the proper Care of the Address. 

Inclosed is my Acco* vdth the Province. I desire thou will fill up 
the Blanks and Strike the Ballance, and get the same passed and al. 
lowed ; the Article of Yearly Expences is What was Charged by and 
allowed to the former Agent, and is no more than a just and reason- 
able Charge. Therefore hope there will be no objection to it ; as to 
Specifying all the particulars it is Impossible from the nature of them. 

Our Queen is lately delivered of a Prince, to the great Joy of her , 
Loyal Subjects. 

Thy fespectfuU Ff*- 
17ih Augt 1762. JOSEPff SHERWOOD, 

Austinr-Fryers. 
Inclosed is Triplicate to Jaebb Spicer^ 

w*^ I send to thee for Information. 
* Richard Partridge, the previom A^eirt of the Province. 
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Rksp? Fk? 

I received. Qopy of thy favour of 16th, 1st Mo. 1763, and 
have been to the Plantation Office, but they have not yet received any 
Letters at all from your Governor. So soon as the Recommendation 
arrives I shzdl take the Necessary Care of the Mandamus. 

On the. 17th ult. the House of Commons Voted another sum of 
£133,000 as a Compensation to the American Provinces to be Dis- 
tributed as before. 

I have (with several other of the Agents) Exhibited a Memorial for 
your ^mre of the former Grant, but we do not expect it will be im- 
mediately IHstributed for the reason under mentioned. 

An Attempt has been lately made to Extend the Excise Laws, and 
particularly to Cyder. This was very DisgustfuU to the people in Gene- 
ral, and the Corporation of London opposed it with their Utmost 
Vigour. Notwithstanding which the Bill has passed, but has Occasion- 
ed great Clamours against the Earl of Bute, in so much that he has 
resigned his place of first Lord of the Treasury : two other Lords of 
that Board, and also their principal Secretary are Removed, so that 
these great Revolutions must unavoidably Occasion some delay to the 
Business at that Board. 

I am Thy respectfull Fr*? 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
^ Austin-Fryers. 

20th, 4th Mo. 1763. 



Esteehed Fb^ 

At the time of making the Distribution of the Parliamentary 
Grant for the Year 1760, General Amherst has sent no return of the 
Troops Levyed and raised by the respective Provinces for the Year, 
and several of us who thought our Colonied had Exerted ihemselyes 
beyond some of the others, Objected to a Distribution exactly Coa" 
formable to that made in the year 1759. Whereupon the Lords of the 
Treasury came to a Resolution that unless the Agents would agree 
among themsdves (in regard to such Distribution) the money diould 
remain in the Treasury till the Arrival of the General's Cerdfica^^ 
which they Determined to make the Rule of their Apportionment-— At 
19 
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length the Agents agreed that the Division should be as the proceed- 
ing year under a stipulation^ that in Case upon the Arrival of General 
Amherst's Certificate any Inequalitys should appear the same should 
be made good out of the Grant for 1761, — Thou will see by the 
Minutes that the Province of Pennsylvania received more than ifs 
due share of that Grant, and that it is Indebted to several of the 
Provinces, and among others to New Jersey in the sum of One Thou- 
sand seven Hundred & fifty seven pounds. 3s, but they having no 
money to receive have given Acknowledgements to the Parties Em- 
powered to receive the moneys to send to the respective Colonies for 
them to apply to Pennsylvania for the money. — I thought it might be 
proper to Inclose thee a Notarial Copy, an Original will be sent by 
Drummond & Co. I vrite in haste to save the pacquett, but there is 
a Vessell coming to Pennsylvania by whom I intend to write again, 
and am Thy respectfuU Fr"? 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD. 

20th, 5th Mo. 1763. 



Esteemed Fr^ 

On the 29th ult. I attended the Lords of the Treasury in 
Company with the rest of the Agents, when we Expected the Parlia- 
mentary Grant for 1761 would be taken into Consideration, but to 
our great Disappointment the Lords declined that, and only went upon 
the £10,000 which was kept back last year^ 

The iVIassachn setts Government claim this £10,000 for themselves, 
in Consideration of their having Garrisoned the Forts of Louisburgh 
and Nova Scotia in the Winter 1759 and Spring 1760, and to Support 
that (laim a Certificate was produced from General Amherst; but that 
Certificate not heiiig positive and clear as to the Number of Troops 
retained in that Service (altho' it does appear thereby that a Number 
of the Massachusetts Troops really were employed for that Service) 
the same was Vigorously Opposed by other Agents, when at length 
their Lordships declared that unless the Agents would agree about the 
Distribution, the money should lay till General Amherst arrived to Ex- 
plain his Certificate; and the money remains in the Treasury accord- 
ingly. 

i'heir LordsKipe promised to give us Audience as to the Grant for 
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1761 soon after the Recess, which may be perhaps in Six Weeks, but 
when or how the money will be paid is at present Uncertain. 

It is Rumoured here, and I beleive upon good Foundation, that the 
Government will expect a Number of Troops (some say 10,000) to 
be kept on foot by and at the sole Expence of the American Provinces 
for their own Preservation and Safeguard and in order to prevent In- 
croachments and Hostilities. 

It has been Whispered about as if the Spanish Court had shewn a 
Disposition to break thro' the late Treaty, and Publick Funds have 
fallen Considerably, which many think was the purpose for which that 
story was Fabricated. I am with great regard 

Thy respectful! Fr'J 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD. 
4th August, 1763. 

I was at the Plantation Office a few days ago, the Secretary Assur- 
ed me the Lords of Trade had received no Letter from the Governor 
respecting thee, and that they had received no Letter at all from the 
present Governor. 



Resp^ Fr? 

Thy favor of 3d, 7th Mo. came to band a few days ago. I 
have before Acknowledged the Receipt of the Bill of Exchange. 
Value j£30, on Account of thy Mandamus, which is now making out 
in the Office and which 1 shall send as soon as it is ready. 

I have received a Bill, Value £22 17s 2d, by this Conveyance from 
thy Son, and Acknowledge thy kindness therein, as also in respect to 
the Contingent Charges, but Admire there should be Difficulty in Al- 
lowing them, as it is Impossible to Transact the Provincial Business or 
Appear in Character of Agent at the Publick Offices without making 
large Gratuitys to the Secretarys, Clerks, &c ; and there is Considera- 
ble Unavoidable Expences incident to the frequent Attendances, (fee, 
all which was repeatedly Urged by your late Agent to Jacob Spicer 
and others. 

The Bill respecting Negroes was sent by Gov' Hardy and now 
lays befoi'e the Council to the Board of Trade, to whom Bills are re- 
ferred, but he has made no Report thereon yet 
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I liave not received your Letter on the two Acts to the Settlenient 
of the Line with New York ; when I do will carefully Transact the 
NeedfuU, but have often Wondered how it happened that I never be- 
fore received any Information or Instructions from the Province re- 
specting the Acts of Assembly which were sent hither for the Royal 
Assent. I am 

Thy respectful! Fr^ 

2l8t, 8th Ma 1763. JOSEPH SHERWOOD. 



Esteemed Fr^ 

On the other side is Copy of my last. 

I received your Letter of 6th, Mo. 10th, Inclosing the Minute of 
Assembly relating to the Partition Line, in which Business I shall 
readily rendel* any services I can, and that may be required of me by 
the parties agreeable to the said Minute. 

The Channell thro' which the above Business is Conveyed makes 
me fearfull that my Interest is Declining in the Province, which if so 
may perhaps be attributed to my not Solliciting or advising respecting 
the Acts of Assembly heretofore passed, and sent to the Board of 
Trade, and which was owing intirely to my not receiving any Instruc- 
tions respecting the same from the Province, which if I had I would 
have persued with Diligence and Alacrity. If my Friends will be.exact 
and particular in the Information what the Province requires and ex- 
pects of me I will always use my beat Endeavors for the Interest 
thereof, and to give satisfaction 

Inclosed is thy Mandamus, and also another for John Ladd, which 
please to deliver to him. 

Lhave Inclosed a Letter to thee and Jacob Spicer, which I submit 
to thy Discretion, either to deliver or onait if there is any thing <iierein 
Improper to be made publick. 

I hope thou will Continue to send the printed Votes of Assembly 
and Laws. 

Lord Egremont, one of the Principal Seeretarys of State, is deceas- 
ed^ which it is thought will Occasion a great Revolution in the Admin- 
istration; Pitt (it is Reported) has be^ agam offered the Se^retary- 
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ship, but Insists on very great Concession from the opposite party^ so 
tliat nothing is fixed as yet. I am 

Thy respectfull FV 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
TASeptemb^ 1763. Austin-Fryers. 



My Resp? Fr? 

The Assembly of Virginia having been Guilty of the great 
Sin of paper money m^ing to the prejudice of their Merchants, they 
and the American Merchants in general have been most strenuously 
Solliciting the Lords of Trade for a total Demolition of all paper 
Currency. And the said Lords have now lately given Audience seve* 
ral times to the Agents for their Colonys and the Merchants trading 
thither; Among the rest I stated to their Lordships that the paper 
' Currency of New Jersey was Emitted on Loans carrying an Interest^ 
and the repayment secured by Mortgages of real Estates ot double 
that Value, and such other particulars relating to that Subject as Oc- 
curred to me and appeared proper to be laid before them. And now 
their Lordships have come to a Resolution to propose to Parliament 
an Act to prohibit all future Emissions from bting made legal Tenders, 
and also to compell the calling in and Sinking of all paper money^ 
now Current, at such times as are fixed by the several Acts of Assem- 
bly Emitting such paper Currency, and that the legal Tender shall 
continue no longer then till such periods; Upon which 1, in behalf of 
New Jersey, requested this Representation to Parliaiflent might be 
postponed till I could write my Constituents and have their Answer 
and Instructions, which I cannot expect will be granted for several 
Reasons which that Board gave us. I don't apprehend (with Submis- 
sion.to better Judgement) that this Act can or will affect New Jersey 
Disadvantageously, but tliat it will promote if s Conunerce and Culti- 
vation. 

The Honourable Board of Trade, in my real Opinion, have athaaxt 
the Interest of the Provinces, and indeed throughout the before men* 
tioned Afiair have Acted with the greatest Candour^ Hiey have re* 
solved to Reconunend to Parliament the Gtantiiig a Bounty upoa 
Hemp raised in the IVovinces and imported into gcoat Bntain, aqd 
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that the said Bounty should continue for twenty-one years ; and that 
for the first seven Years £8 pr.^Ton should be given, £6 pr. Ton for 
the next seven Years, and four pounds pr. Ton for the last seven years. 
They have also under Consideration the promoting and Encouraging 
the Importation of Beaver Furrs Skin, Iron, and some other Commo- 
dities from the American Provinces, but this is not yet fully Digested. 
A Bill is forming and is daily expected to be brought into the House 
for lowering the Duty on Forreign Molasses Imported into the Colonys 
to about two pence pr. Gallon, And also (as is reported) to take off 
the Drawback on Irish Linnens exported from England to America, 
with sundry other Establishments and regulations. The money is in- 
tended to be apply ed for paying the Military in North America, and 
for other Incident charges for Governing there. This is a scheme 
much favoured by the Members. I have disco^irsed the Subject with 
several Intelligent people here, and particularly with a Member of 
Parliament, a native of New England, who is a very Sensible Man 
and knows the Colonys Interest as well as most, And he is of Opinion 
that the Efiects and Consequent of these new Regulations will be very 
Beneficial and profitable to the Provinces. As soon as the Bill appears 
in the House I shall send a Copy and pursue such Measures as my 
Discretion and the best Advice I can obtain shall Dictate, either in 
Conjunction^ with the rest of the Agents or otherwise. I have 
received the 'Copy of the Minutes mentioned in thine of 13th De- 
cern' . I am, with great regard. 

Thy respectfull Fr^ 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
4th Feb'" 1761. ^ Austin-Fryers 

Thy name is properly entred at the Plantation Office. 



Esteemed FbP 

Foregoing is Duplicates of my last, since which the Paper 
money aflTair has been unexpectedly revived in the House: — a Bill has 
been brought in and twice read. The substance of which is, that no 
paper money hereafter be Issued and made legal Tender, and that the 
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paper money now Outstanding in all the Colonys shall be redeemed 
and sunk at the respective times, and upon the Conditions on which 
these Bills were first Emitted. 

The House of Commons have also 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
that he will be Graciously pleased to give. Directions to the Commis- 
sioners of Trade and Plantations, to prepare, in Order to be laid before 
this House the next Session of Parliament, an Account ot the Tender 
and Amount of the Bills of Credit, which have been Created and Is- 
sued in the several British Colonies and Plantations in America, as 
well those under Proprietors and Charters, as under his Majestys im- 
mediate Commission <fe Government, since January 1749 ; Distin- 
guishing the Amount of the same in each Colony dc Plantation, & 
the respective times when such Bills were Issued, with the Amount of 
the said Bills in money of great Britain, both at the time when such 
Bills were Issued, and at the time of preparing the said Account ; and, 
also, the times fixed for the calling in, sinking and Discharging such 
Bills, and the Funds appropriated for that purpose. I am 
Thy very respectfuU Fr* 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
19th April, 1764. Wamford Court, Throgmorton-street 

P. S. The proportion of New Jersey of the Parliamentary Dona- 
tion for 1762, is £8251 7s. 6d. 

Sam"* Smith, Esa*" 



Esteemed Fr? 

I do not find that there is yet any Appointment to the oflice 
of Chief Justice of your Province. 

The paper money Bill passed into a Law last Session. 

I rece'd from thy Son a Bill for £34. 4. 9d, which I am Oblidged to 
thee for, & which with what I have receM before makes £103. 1. 4d. 
The 21st of last month there was due to me four years Salary & Ex- 
pences, w"'' I reckon Amounts to £290, or thereabouts, besides some 
other disl)ursments for the Province. The residue of the money, so 
soon as it can conveniently be obtained, will be acceptable to me ; & 
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I request thy notice of my former Observations respecting the Increase 
of the Salary, what I receive being far short of what the Businesa 
Meiits. I am, with great regard, 

Thy respectful! Fr* 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
7th June, 1764. . Warnford Court, Throgmorton street 



EsTBIBttED Fb? 

I have nothing to write thee of a Publick hature, this is only 
on my own private Business, and to Accompany the Magazines. 

I received thy favour of 1 1th of 4th Mo. and observe thou has pro- 
cured an Allowance of petty Expences, but by the Act I find it is only 
j£30 Currency, which used to be £30 Sterling to your former Agent, 
and a great deal too little then. I confess myself under Obligation to 
thee for what thou has done, but must be so plain as to tell thee I 
shall be Considerably out of Pockett in that Article, so that I am 
much discontented with that Allowance, as well as with my Salary. 
The Affairs of America have lately been, and are like to Continue, in 
such a State as to require great Watchfullness and Attention in an 
Agent. I request thou would Note my Observation on this Subject 
in my Letter of 24th March last, &; hold a Consultation witkmy 
Friend, Charles Read, for seriously I do not think it will be worth 
my while to continue under such Terms. 

I do Nevertheless Acknowledge thy kindness, and the kindness of 
my other Friends in the Province. I shall be Anxious to know thy 
mind on the Subject, and shall be glad to receive Bills for my Arrears 
of Salary. I am, with great respect. 

Thy Ass'* Fr"^ 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
16th Aug' 1764. Warnford Court, Throgmorton street. 

P. S. Deborah Weaver & Son are both now in Goal for Debt, and 
iu great want of Relief; pray get the Brother to send them some- 
thing. 
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Cha? Read^ Sam^. Smith, dc Jacob Spioer, EsqT* 

ESTEBMBD FrP* 

I Infonned your in my last of the passing of the American 
Stapo^p Duty Bill ; since which several other Bills have passed, which 
Affect America, particularly an Act for Punishing Mutiny and Deser- 
tion there, in which, upon its first bringing in, there stood a Clause, 
Enabling the Military Officers to Billett Soldiers in Private Familys* 
This greatly Alarmed every Friend to America, and by the Application 
and lufloQQce of the Meirchauts of London and the Agents, that Clause 
was totally left out, & the Act as now past is Inoffensive. There has 
also passed An Act for the Regulating the Post Office in America. 

There is a Bill passing the House Intitled An Act to regulate the 
Trade of America, in which are contained several Alterations relating 
to Commerce, most of them I think in favour of the Colonys ; as for 
Instance, The Restrictions respecting Lumber is taken off, the Duty 
on Coffee lowered, and a Bounty Granted on the Importation of 
American Timber. I shall send a more particular Account of this 
Bill by the next Vessell. 

The House have under Consideration a Regency Bill, to jirovide 
for the Goverement of the Nation in Case of the King's Death during 
the Minority of his Successor. I am, with great regard. 

Your Ass"* Fr** 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
13th May, 1765. Warnford Court, 

Throgmorton Street. 



Esteemed Fr* 

Thy Favour of and two Bills, Value 

£118.2.4d. & je49.3.6d., came to iiand, and I acknowledgd thy care 
and kindness therem. 

The Tumultuous Behaviour of the People in several of the Colonips 
gives great Offence ; and tho' the present Ministry are disposed to ease 
them, I fear their Opposition to Pariiamentary Jurisdiction will deprive 
them of at least apart of that Relief w<:** wo? in all Probability have 
been otherwise Granted them. 

Hie ParU meets the 17th Instant That Meeting was Intended for 
20 
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DO other purpose but to Issue Writts for the Vacancys^ and then Ad- 
journ till after the Holydays. It is now thought they will Immediate- 
ly proceed to Business, and that America will be the first object of 
their Animadversion. The Merch^ of London have Associated and 
Appointed a Committee to Render the Americans their good offices 
during the Ensuing Sessions. 

I have seen the Petitions Signed by the Committee Men at New 
York. I think upon the whole they are modestly worded. 

I am Thy respectfull Fr'- 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
Wamford Court, 
13th Dec. 1763. Throgmorton Street 

P. S. pray send me thy History of the Province. 



Esteemed Fr° 

Since my last the Parliament met and sat several days, and 
then Adjourned to the 14th Instant ; much was said in the Hous^ of 
Commons relating to America and the Disturbances there, but no 
Resolutions were come to, forasmuch as the present Ministry were 
then most of them out of the House. Having Vacated their Seats 
by Acceptance of their places they are now re-Elected, and it is 
Expected The Consideration of America will be brought on very 
early ; and that thro' the favourable disposition of the Ministry, and 
^ the Vigourous application and Interest of the London Merchants, 
many of your Burthens will be lightened. 

I am Thy Respectfull Fr^ 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
Wamford Court, 
11th Jan. 1766. Throgmorton Street 



Gent. 

Both Houses of Parliament have during the present Sessions 
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spent by much the greatest part of their Time in Considering the 
American Complaints. All the Papers relating to America which 
have been rece'd from thence, and also all the Letters, &c. which have 
been sent from the several Boards to America, have been read in both 
Houses ; the Petitions of the Merchants & Manufacturers of London, 
Leeds, Bristoll, Glasgow, &c. have been presented, and thej have 
been Examined in support of the same ; and at length the Grand Ques- 
tion of Repeal or no Repeal came on in a Committee of the whole 
House on the 21st Instant. After sitting all that night and till three 
o'clock next Morning the House Divided, and upon the Division 

The Ayes were 275 

Noes 167 

So that there was a majority of 108 for the Repeal. 

It is ftiUy Expected that there will also be a great Majority in the 
House of Lords. 

I rece'd your favour of DecT 9th, and also Copies of the Petitions, 
Votes, &c. & a Bill of Exchange, Value jSlOO sterling, but the 
Capt? is just now taking off his Letters, so that I cannot be more 
particular at present. I am, with great regard, to yourselves & the 
rest of the Gent of the General Assembly, 

Their & ybur respectful Fr? 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 

Warnford Court, 
25th Feb. 1766. Throgmorton Street. 

[Address] To the Gent of the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Assembly of New. Jersey. 



Esteemed Fr? 

" By the Friendship, Capt** Frost, via Maryland, I Inclosed 
thee a Letter to the Committee of Correspondence, f dated the 25th 
february, by which thou wast Informed of the then Scituation of 
America, since which th^ very Acceptable News of a Total Repeal 
of the Stamp Act has undoubtedly reached you. 

I received the Copy of the Act for Regulating the Practice of the 
Law with Remittance, and have retained Councel according to Direc- 
tions. It now lays before the Council for the Board of Trade. I 
shall forward it with as much Expedition as will be Pruijent 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



• 

The Kf9guUtioii8 a»d Reetrictiong upon tbe Trad^ oi Apiema axe 
i^m hefqm the Houses of Parliainent^ and they aeei» disposed to ti^e 
<^ aU uiwecessary Burthens. 

I am^ with great Esteem, 

Thy respeetfull Fr'* 
JOSEPH SHEBWOOD. 

Warnford Courfc, 
3d Afffil 1766. Throgmorton Street 



ESTEBMED Fr? 

The late famous Pitt has accepted a Peerage, which is mat- 
ter of great Animadversion here. He is appointed Privy Seal. The 
late Chancellor is Appointed President of the Council, and Lord Cam- 
den, Chancellor — in short allmost all the Political & Law Departments 
have undergone a Revolution ; the particulars whereof will be known 
by the Pubhck Prints. 

I have lalely received a Letter from your Speaker, inclosing a Copy 
of a Resolution of the House of Assembly, whereby a new Agent is 
appointed.* As I am not sensible of any Misconduct in my Office, 
I, shall be glad to know how the Revolution came about ; but if the 
Change shall turn out for the Benefit of the Province I will not regret 
it ; and notwithstanding I am out of Office in that respect, 1 shall 
cheerfully Embrace any future Oppurtunity of rendering any Services 
to the Province, but more especially to Manifest a Sence of regard to 
thee by any good offices here to thyself or Friends* 
. I am Thy respeetfull Fr^- 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD, 
Warnford Court, 
^Ist Aug. 1766. Throgmorton Stree^ 



The Secretary of the Proidnce of New Jersey is deceased^ 



* [Henry l^lnot, throu|[h the iDflueoce of Mrd Stirling.] 
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and one iVf orris Morgan, Esq? * is appointed in his Room. Offers 
have been Aaade to him by People here y/s^c^ng the Deputyship, but 
he has Declined Entering mto any Engagement, and will give Charles 
Read the Preference of Continuation, Provided his offers are any thing 
near what is offered by others. 

Both Houses of Parliament met the 11th Instant, and are Pursuing 
measures to reduce the Price of Corn and other Provisions, which are 
very Extravagant. It is thought the affair of the American Paper 
Currency will be Reconsidered this Sessions. 

I im Thy respectfull Fr^ 

JOSEPH SHERWOOD. 
18th Nov. 1766. 



[* Maurice Morgan.— A letter written at the time, now in the poeeeaiion of a gentle- 
man in Philadelphia, stiles him the " Duke of Newcastle's Cook." It is not known 
that he ever visited New Jersey, but he held the office until 1776, farming it out first to 
Charles Read, and subsequently to Charles Petit.] 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. V. 185L No. 4. 



Newark, May \Uh, 1851. 

This being the day prescribed in the by-laws for the meeting of the 
Society in this city, tiie members convened at 12 o'clock, in their room 
in the Library Building, in Market street The President, the Hon* 
Joseph C. Hornblower, LL.D., took the Chair, being assisted bj 
the Hon. James Parker, one of the Vice Presidents. A large num- 
ber of members were in attendance, together with several distinguish- 
ed gentlemen from New York. 

After the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved, the 
Corresponding Secretary reported the correspondence since January-— 
comprising, among others, letters from the American Phil. Society and 
Pennsylvania Historical Society ; — from Hon. Wm. Brown, M.P., of 
Liverpool, T. Russel Jencks, Esq., and Charles T. Jackson, M.D«y 
of Boston, and Asa Fitch, M.D., of Salem, New York, acknowledg- 
ing their election as honorary members ; — from J.M.Bernhisei., Agetil 
of Hie Territory of Utah, soliciting a donation of books for a Teni- 
torial Library, which request had been complied with ; — from Mr. Johx 
RoDGBRS, of Burlington, transmitting a copy of a letter from F. Bar- 
ber (afterward Colonel Barber,) to the Rev James Caldwell, giving an 
account of the reception by the troops, then in Western New York, of 
the news of the Declaration of Independence ; — ^from the Hon. Jahss 
.6. Kino, one of the Vice Presidents, regretting his inability to attend 
the meeting, from indisposition, dsc. 

In the absence of the Librarian, he also announced tbo donationfl!^ 
receiyed since January. 
21 
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The Treasurer reported the balance of cash in the Treaswj to be 
•601 71. 

Hon. Wm. a. Duer^ from the Committee on Pnblications^ reported 
that another number of the Society's periodical had been issued since 
- the last meeting, containing Hie proceedings up to the present time ; 
and that the volume of " Collections/' intended to embrace " the Mcnr- 
ris Papers/' from 1738 to 1746, was nearly ready for presentation to 
the Society, for its decision as to the time and mode of publication. 
It is expected that before the next meeting it will be fully completed. 

Mr. Giffobd, from the Committee on Biographies, in the absence 
of Mr. Fidd the Chairman, reported verbally^ that the committee had 
organized, and allotted to various individuals the preparation of 
biographical sketches of distinguished Jerseymen, from whose labors 
it was believed the Society would soon realize much interesting and 
valuable information. 

Mb. Dttryee, from the Committee charged with the management 
of the Colonial Document Fund, reported that they had nothing new 
to communicate to the Society in reference to the labors of Mr. Ste- 
vens, in England. It isi understood that the Analytical Index to the 
New Jersey Papers, upon which he has been engaged, is completed ; 
and the Chairman of ^e Executive Committee, the Rev. Dr. Murray, 
who is now in England, was requested to hasten its transmission to 
us — so that it may shortly be expected. 

Mr. Hayes, from the Committee on Nominations, reported favor- 
ably upon several names referred to them, and on balloting, the gen- 
tlemen were all duly elected members, and new nominations were 
taceived. 

Judge Dvbr offered the following Resolution : « 

Resolved, That the heirs or representatives of the late John Stevens, 
of Hoboken, be respectfully requested to place at the disposal of this 
Society such of their ancestor's papers as they may think proper, with 
41 view to the preparation of his biography. 

Judge D. observed, that he was induced to move this resolution in 
consequence of a conversation vritb Mr. Stevens, many years ago, at 
Albany, during a session of the legislature of New Tork> of wUch he , 
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(Mr. D.) was then a member. It was in the year 1816, while thr 
great Canal Bill was pending in the Assembly. That bill proposed 
ihe rente for the canal between Schenectady and Albany, which was 
sobseqnently adopted. But Mr. Stevens proposed that it should ter* 
minate attiie former place, and the transportation be continued thence 
by railroad, to terminate either at Albany, or Van Wie's^ Point, four . 
miles lower, on the Hudson, and belo^ the obstruction in the naviga* 
tion caused by the over slaugh between that point and the city. 
Full of this project, Mr. Stevens addressed himself, in the first instance,, 
to the canal commissioners, by whom it was received, not merely with 
discouragement, but ridicule. No other railroad had as yet been heard 
of, either in England or this country, than the double tram-roads from 
the coal mines, upon which the loaded vehicles, in their descent to a 
canal or river, were made to draw up the empty ones to the mine; and 
the idea which Mr. S. had suggested, of using a steam-engine as a 
motive-power upon land, was counted as impracticable. Besides this 
opposition, Mr. Stevens was met by another, full as powerful, in the 
local interests which his proposal seemed to affect The route pro- 
posed by the commissioners for the Erie Canal, followed the course of 
the Mohawk to its mouth, near Waterford, and above Lansingbuigh 
and Troy as well as Albany. The influence, therefore, of the in- 
habitants of these places, whose energy and perseverance, especially 
of those of Troy, were proverbial, was brought to bear with irresist- 
able force against the project of Mr. Stevens. In vam did he urge the 
advantages of avoiding the delay and inconvenience arising from the 
obstructions in the navigation of the river. The apprehension of a 
rival route to Albany, roused even the slumbering burghers of that 
ancient city to exertion. In vain did he urge the great saving of tune, 
and the expense of five-and-twenty locks between Schenectady and the 
Hudson — the bare suggestion of a shorter route, however generally 
beneficial, which would cut off the cities above Albany from the canal, ^ 
was sufficient to bring down an army of Trojans and thew auxiliaries, 
upon the legislature and overwhelm Mr. S., had he been a host him- 
self—much less could he contend single-handed against such a force. 
In this emergency he applied to Mr. D., from the circumstance of the 
friendship and rdationd^p existing between their families. Althougk 
he (Mr. D.) was well aware diat nothing could be done by any indi- 
vidual member in resistence to the combined force arranged in 8ttp« 
port of the plan of the canal commissioners, and not considering it 
necessary to form any opinion as to the relative merits of that plan 
and the projects 6f Mr. S., yet^ from curiodty as well as courtesy, he 
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was willing to hear whatever Mr. S. had to say in favor of the latter. 
Aceordingljy he explained himself to the effect that if the canal dioiild 
be made to terminate in a basin at Schenectady, an iron railwaj 
nug^t be easily constracted, in a direct line across the sandy plains 
between that place and Albany, at a much less expense, and much 
greater advantage to the public than if the canal should be carried along 
the Mohawk, passing the CoHbes Falls to the Hudson. Upon Ins 
(Mr. lys.) objecting the difficulty and expense which appeared to 
hhn incident to the transhipment and land transportation involved in 
this plan, Mr. S. replied, that no transhipment would be necessary, 
as the canal-boat might be set upon wheels and placed upon the rail- 
way ; and, in answer to a question as to the mode of traction and the 
number of horses requisite for each boat, he observed, that he proposed 
' drawing several boats together by means of a moveable steam-engine ; 
and proceeded to state whence he derived the idea. He said, that 
it was from the fact that OKver Evans having built a steamboat 
at Kensington, some distance from the bank of the Delaware, was at 
a loss as to the mode of launching her, owing, not only to the distance, 
but to the number of roads and streets intervening between the ^p- 
yard and the river. He was restricted by the municipal authorties 
to the night time for the attempt ; and in order to effect it, he lashed 
a couple of Philadelphia drays— one forward and the other aft — ^to 
serve as wheels, and then set his boat upon ways, and his engine in 
motion, and thus propelled her into the element for which she was 
destined. ** Now,'^ said Mr. S., " why may not a steam-engine be 
eoni^Tucted to move on wheels of its own, independent of a boat, and 
of power sufficient to draw several loaded boats or wagons on an iron 
railway ?" To this question Mr. D. said, he was unprepared to inter- 
pose a negative answer^ and not until ten years afterwards was 
it positively answered in England. Like many other men of genius, 
Mr. S. was the first to suggest the idea of an invention, which others 
bave perfected. But it is well known that he was among the first to 
lednce to practice the discovery of steam navigation. He, moreover, 
at a very early day, though vidlh less success, experimented in convert- 
ing inflanmiable gas to the purpose of illumination ; but, unfortunately, 
he bad not discovered any method of purifying his gas, consequendy 
its use was so offensive, if not to himself to his next neighbor, Mb 
9WB broiher-in-law Chancellor Livingston, that he direatened him 
Uridi an indictment unless tbe nuisance was instantly abated. 

Upon the i;diole, tfaerefoie, Mr. Stevens was undoubtedly a man of 
gefiioBi and if nothknself entire^ sucoessfid in the ezecntion of Uf 
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plans, be has, neTertheless, transmitted to t)as State, his coantrj, 
aod the world, a rieU legacy in the gemns he has left as an inheritance 
to his family, and the practical use they have made of it The bio- 
graphy of such a man oug^t» therefore, to be written, not only as a 
tribute due to science, but, as his merit casts a lustre upon this, hn 
native State, reflected as far beyond its borders as the locomotive 
travels or aerial light can penetrate. 

Mh. Gifford stated, that the Committee on Biographies had already 
informally applied to one of the sons of Mr. Stevens, for any doca« 
meaats in his possession respecting bis father's connection with seve* 
ral discoveries in the arts and modem enterprize, and had received a 
fevoraUe response from that gentleman. He also took occasion to 
remark diat, there was one fact of much interest to Jersejrmen, con- 
nected with the name of Mr. Stevens. By his influence a railroad 
charter was passed by the New Jersey legislature, in the year 1815, 
which contemplated a road four rods wide, eitber of wood or iron, from 
the river Delaware, near Trentoq, to the river Raritan, near New 
Brunswick, by which it would appear that New Jersey was the first of 
the United States to encourage the great work which so eminenUy 
distinguishes the age we live in. 

The President then rose and asked permission to say a few 
words in relation to a matter of more interest to himself, perhaps, 
than to any one else, but which had been brought to his mind by 
the remariis which had just been made by his friend. Judge Duer. He 
had list^ied with much interest and pleasure to the reminiscences of 
that gentleman— of the conversation between him and Col. John 
Stevens, in rdation to the successful application of steam to locomo- 
tion on land and water, as the introduction of that subject seemed to 
give him (the President) an opportunity to make the remarks he was 
about to submit, witbout feeling that he was intruding himself upon 
the attention of the Society. He said, he believed he might state, 
without the fear of contradiction, that he was the only person now 
living who could say, with truth, that kis father erected the first 
steam-engine ever bidlt in North America. His grandfather was an 
ei^lineer, in England, and his (the President's) father, Josiah Hcon- 
blower, had been brought up to the same business, and, at an eaiij 
period of his life, was engaged in erecting a powerful engine at 4e 
mines in Anglesea, in England. While so engaged, he entered into # 
contract with the agents in Lond<m for the owners of the Sch^ylspr 
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Copper Mine, situated within a few miles of this place, (in what was 
then the county of Bergen, but which is now the county of Hudsoii)^ 
to come to this country to erect a steam-engine at that mine. Accord- 
ingly, after finishing his engagement in Anglesea, in the year 1747, 
he came to this country in accordance widi his contract, bringing 
with him well-qualified artists and workmen, and all the necessary 
materials for an engine, with duplicates and triplicates of many parts 
of the machinery. The engine answered its purpose, and the mines 
were successfully worked. He intended to return to Europe, but was 
prevailed upon by Col. Schuyler, the principal owner of the mines, to 
remain here, and take an interest in the establishment He did so, 
and soon after married, and became a settled inhabitant of this colony. 
He purchased a place at Second River (now called Belleville), had a 
family of twelve children, of whom he (the President), now in the 
75th year of his age, was the youngest, and now the only survivor. 
His father prosecuted the mines successfully — shipping the ore, aft^ 
it had been stamped and cleansed, to England — of the results and 
profits of which, his well-kept books, yet in his (the President's) pos* 
session, furnished an accurate account. The mines were worked 
until the Revolutionary War, when the engine-house and works con* 
nected with it, were destroyed by fire, and his father having attached 
himself to the cause of his adopted and, by him, beloved country, and 
then in its service as a legislator, never resumed the mining business, 
but devoted himself to his farm. In 1794, or about that time, he 
superintended the erection of another steam-engine at those mines, 
partly out of the old materials, for a company who had taken a lease 
of the mines, but whose operations were unsuccessful, and soon ter- 
minated. After this the engine became useless ; part of it remains to 
the present day on the grounds, and a part he had seen pass through 
Newark, on its way to Philadelphia, where it wasTused in the first 
waterworks established there. He died in. January, 1806, at the age 
of 80 years,- and, the President added, that his principal object in 
what he had stated, was to introduce the fact, that almost as far back 
as his memory reached, he had heard his father say, and say it re- 
peatedly, that he had no doubt but some of his children would live to 
see the power of steam successfoUy applied — not only to navigation, 
bat to locomotion on land, as well as to manufacturing, and even 
domestic purposes ; and it gave him pleasure to say that his father 
Umself had not only lived to see the boat built by Chancellor Living* 
•tton, which, though it was moved by steam, proved a failure, but the 
itaore successful efiTorts of the Jamented Fulton, in the first steam 
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fery-boat that was used for years at Powles Hook, now Jersey oitjr^ 
Ferry. 

The resolution of Judge Duer was adopted, and on his motion it 
was also— 

Resolved, That the President be requested to reduce to writing the 
statement made by him verbally, referring to the introduction of the 
first steam-engine, to be placed, together with the documents alluded 
to by him, at the disposal of the Society. 

On motion of Rev. R. K. Rodoebs — 

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Society be held at Somer- 
ville, in the County of Somerset, on such day in September as the 
Executive Committee may deem most expedient ; and that the Rev 
Dr. Messier, Messrs. Thos. A. Hartwell and S. S. Hartwell be a com- 
mittee to make the arrangements for the meeting. 

Mr. Whitehead presented and read a copy of a letter from Joseph 
Shippen, Jun., written while pursuing his studies at Newark, in 176% 
in the College of New Jersey ; describing the marriage of President 
Burr — received from the Hon. J. C. G. Kennedy, of the Census 
Bureau ; and also some notices of the early life of David JamisoD, 
Chief Justice of New York and New Jersey, under Governor Hunter 
— ^received from the Rev. Richard Webster, of Mauch Chunk — ^whieh 
were referred to the Committee on Biographies. 

Mr. Bradley presented, in behalf of Samuel H. Congar, a vala« 
able manuscript map of Newark, as allotted off to the first settlerSy 
with sketches of the first meeting-house and court-house ( exhibiting 
great research, and conveying much useful information respe<5ting the 
the early settlers of the town. 

From Mr. Adrien Scharff was received an interesting collection 
of Dutch copper and silver coins of various dates, properly arranged 
and catalogued. 

The Corresponding Secretary laid before the Society the followii^ 
document : — 
To the Secretary of the New Jersey Historical Society : — 

Sir — I take pleasure in communicating to the Society, through you, 
the following resolution, passed by the Chassis of New Brunswick, 
at its stated session, held April 5th, 1851. 
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Resolved, That this Classis r^ard with approbation and interesl^ 
the labors of the New Jersey Historical Society, and recommend to 
Ihdr pastors and members, to aid its researches in every practicable 
fbnn. 

(A trae copy.) David D. Demarest, Stated Clerk. 

New Brunswick, May 15, 1851. 
^— 'Which was ordered to be inserted on the minutes. 

A paper was then read by Joseph P. Bradley, Esq., on ^Ameri- 
can Coins and Currency, before and since the Revolution f for wUdi 
tfianks were returned to Mr. Bradley, and a copy of it requested for 
the archives of the Society. 

The Hon. George Bancroft followed, with a paper upon the 
^ Origin of the American Union," in which the various projects, wbteh 
from time to time were suggested, prior to 1765, for the joint coopera- 
tion and mutual support of the Colonies, were presented and reviewed* 

On motion of Judge Duee it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are due to the Hon. Mr. 
Bancroft for the able and highly interesting paper with which he has 
fiivored it, and that a copy be respectfully requested for publication. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at Somerville in September. 



SELECTIONS PROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS, 

Laid before the Society, May \bih, 1851. 

FROM ASA FITCH, M.D. 

Salem, New York, Feb. 18th, 1851. 
Sis, 

Your note, informing me of my election as an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the New Jersey Historical Society, together with the Society's 
constitution and circulaf, and more recently its diploma of member- 
ship, have been duly received. I feel that something more tiian a 
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^ expression otmy gratefiil aeknowledgments is dae to the Soei* 
ety for tins mark of respeet-^and have thought that some partionhurs 
which I have gathered with regard to one of the former clergymen of 
New Jersey, and his children, would be as acceptable as anything I 
am at present prepared to communicate. 

In ^of. Hodge's History of the Presbyterian chnrdi, vol. 1, p. 2X7, 
note, the name of the Rev. Jambs McCrea occors, as a miniiler 
received into the Presbyterian church, in the year 1789, and settled at 
*' Lamberton,'' in New Jersey. 

The family of this divine, I am informed, was originally from the 
Highlands of Scotland, and had been settled during some generations 
in North Ireland. From thence, James McGrea, contrary to the 
wishes of his parents, came to this country, when seventeen years of 
age. His classical education, which had been commenced in be- 
land was here completed, and he studied theology under the Rev. 
William Tennent, sen. He was settled in the ministry at'^Lam- 
nangton " (as the name is written in a MS. before me), where he mar- 
ried Mary Graham, a native of that place, of Scotch descent By 
that marriage he had five sons and two daughters. He died in the 
year 1769. 

His oldest son, John McCrea, became a resident of Albany, N. Y., 
about the year 1760, where, it is probable, he studied and commenc- 
ed the practice of law, and where he married his first wife. Two of 
the other sons, James and Samuel, a few years afterwards, came to 
this vicinity, also, and located at Ballston, N. Y., where they con- 
tinued to reside, and where they died. They were among the first 
settlers of Ballston. Upon their newly cleared lands there fine 
crops of wheat were readily grown ; but there was no mill for grind- 
ing it within thirty miles of them, and for a time most of their bread 
was made by boiling the grain until it was sufiiciently soft to be 
kneaded and moulded into cakes for baking. 

The two remaining sons. Dr. Stephen and William, resided and died 
in the city of New York. Stephen (as appears from the Correspond- 
ence of the New York Provincial Congress, p. 62) had just completed 
his medical education as the Revolutionary War was commencing, 
and entered the American service, receiving the appointment of sur- 
geon in one of the New York regiments, that was then raised for the 
expedition to Canada. 

Of one of the daughters I have no information. The other, Jane 
McCrea, upon the death of her father, came to reside with her brother 
John, in Albany. Soon after tiiis, John removed from Albany with his 
22 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



166 

fanulj and siatoTy to the present town of Northumberland, in 8§jmi^§k 
eonnty, — his residence being upon the west side of the Hudson riFer, 
direcdy opposite to the mouth of the Moses-kill, and five miles soi^ 
of Fort Edward. In 1773, tiie courts in the newly erected county of 
Chariotte (now Washington), commenced their sessions; that able 
jurist and legislator, William Duer, and Philip Schuyler, afterwards 
major-general, being the presiding judges. In these courts, Jolm 
McCrea is shown by the records to have been a leading attorney and 
counsellor. Early in 1775, when our country commenced girding 
itself for its arduous struggle for independence, Messrs. Schuyler 
and McCrea were placed at the head of the Committee of Safety, for 
Saratoga district ; and a few months afterwards, when the militia was 
organized, the latter was chosen colonel of the Saratoga regiment 
During that memorable contest into which he thus eaiiy and zealously 
entered, it was his destiny to experience tisials and losses that were 
truly severe. The community were he resided, was much divided in 
sentiment upon the subject of the war. Above him, on the river, just 
below Fort Edward, resided the widow Jones, who also came hither 
from New Jersey, with a number of sons, now grown to manhood. 
Between one of these, David Jones, and Jane McCrea, an intimacy 
was subsisting, which probably made it the earnest desire of Col. 
McCrea to attach his family to the American cause ; for, according to 
traditionary reports, it was through his influence that Jonathan Jones 
was, ere long, elected an additional member of the Committee of Safety, 
and that David Jones was chosen a lieutenant in the militia. Neither 
of them, however, accepted these stations, and the following year they 
took the decided step of going over to Canada and enlisting in the 
British service — Jonathan receiving a captain's commission, and David 
that of a lieutenant In this capacity they accompanied the army of 
Burgoyne the next year, when it invaded this section of the State. 
And when by the evacuation of Ticonderoga, it was rendered certain 
that the hostile force would penetrate the country, at least to Fort 
Edward, Miss McCrea left her brother's house and became domiciled at 
Mrs. Jones's. From hence, the efforts of her brothers, John and Samuel^ 
amounting in one'instance almost to personal violence, failed to with- 
draw her. At length the royal army advanced to within five miles of 
Fort Edward — the whig families had all removed from the neighbor- 
hood — and, on the morning of Sunday, July 27th, clothed in a dress so 
nice that it attracted the particular notice of the ferryman who set her 
Qver the river. Miss McCrea passed from Mrs. Jones's to Mrs. Camp- 
beU's, above the Fort, in which a small body of American troops still 
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remainecL Her tragic end, a few hours afterwards, as she was being 
eondaeted from Mrs. Campbell's to the British camp by a party of In- 
dians, is well known. Variously as the story has been told, and much 
as the truth of portions of it have been called in question, the facts that 
I have been able to gatiier, clearly indicate that the original accounts 
of this transaction, were more correct than most of those that have 
since appeared. 

The surrender of Burgoyne so dispirited several of the loyalists 
around Fort Edward that ihey disposed of their possessions and re« 
moved to Canada. A number of these accompanied the force of Cad- 
ton, in 1780, when, October 10th and 11th, he made his descent upon 
and captured Fort Ann and Fort George. Upon the intervening night, 
occurred ^' The Great Burning," as it is locally designated. Parties, 
guided by these tory refugees, who were well acquainted with the 
neighborhood, sallied from the enemies camp and fired the houses and 
bams of every whig in the town of Kingsbury, and along the west side 
of the Hudson, as far down as Fort Miller — the inhabitants getting 
the alarm merely in time to escape. Upon this appalling night, CoL 
McCrea was absent, upon a visit to Albany, whither he had taken two 
of his three children — their mother having recently died. With his 
buildings in ashes and his cattle slaughtered in their yards, he was 
constrained to abandon a neighborhood where he had suffered so much, 
for a place of greater security, and he now became a resident of Sa- 
leip, Washington county. He was here immediately appointed Clerk 
of the County, which office he continued to hold until 1797. In 1806 
he removed hence to Lisbon, in St Lawrence county, where he died. 

Most of the facts in the preceding statement, when not otherwise 
indicated, have been derived from the verbal recitals of a black woman 
named Dinah, who died in Salem a few years since, who was origin- 
ally a slave of Lord Stirling's, afterwards of Judge Oner's, and was the 
property of CoL McCrea during the Revolutionary War, and from a 
letter from the Hon. James McCrea (son of Col. John), of Ballston. 

I forward herewith, a few pamphlets — ^and when my Historical and 
Agricultural Survey of Washington County, N. Y., which I am now 
engaged in completing, is through the press, shall with pleasure trans^ 
mit a copy to the Society. 

Very respectfully yours, 

ASA FITCH. 

Wm. A. Whitbhead, Esq., Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist Soc. 
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CCMPY OF A LETTER FROM MAJOR F, BARBBR, 

To Rev. Jamu Caldwill, Chaplain, &c. 
Received from Mr. John Rodgert of BurUngUm, 

Fort Stanwix;, July 17, 1776^ 
Db.Sir, 

The joyful news *of Independepce being declaredi reached this 
fort yesterday, about 4 o'clock. Pleasing approbation sat on every 
countenance ; some were expressive of a joy not to be contained. 
Col. Dayton, shortly aflter, ordered the soldiers from work, that they 
might drink success to the Free and Independent States of America. 
The Declaration of Congress was read, and succeeded by the fire of 
three cannons from the fort, three huzzas, and this sentence, — " God 
bless the United States of America." 

Three barrels of grog were brought, immediately after this, into the 
centre (the batl" having formed a circle within the fort), the colonel took 
tho cup and drank, as a toasl^ the above sentence, which instantly pro- 
duced three huzzas ; in turn, CoL White and I drank our separate toasts^ 
which were succeed by the same signals of approbation. The rest of 
the officers drank round : afterwards the battalion. When the whole 
had finished, the regt was formed into a square ; the preparation for 
marching slow step being given, this sentence was proclaimed — " God 
Uess the United States of America," and three huzzas were given. 
The battalion marched ; they halted twice ; the sentence was twice 
repeated, with the like acclamations. 

I am this moment called away to work ; I intended to have written 
more particularly. All's well ; the alertness and activity of our men 
at their work, keeps ^Eneas's description of Dido's rising city con- 
stantly in my mind, t 

Give my best respects to Mr. Edwards, 

Yours sincerely, 

F. BARBER. 

P.S. — Mr. Caldwell will excuse my being in too much haste, only to 
acknowledge the receipt of his favor, and may rest assured that I shall 
not trouUe the camp with licensed sutlers — hope you will remeo^r 
[me] pardcttlady to the General. If I have luck in getting salmon m 
two or three days, intend to come to you in a boat with some. Tell Mr. 
Edwards I bave not forgot him, although he seems to have forgot me, 
(Addressed)— "The Rev. Mr. CaldweD, 

Chaplain of Jersey Troops, 

German Flats. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
JOSEPH SHIPPEN, JUN., OF PHILADELPHIA, 

TO HIS FATHER. 

WmiTTKN WHILI PUB8CINO Ht3 STUDIES AT TUB COLLKOK AT NSWA&K. 

Received from the Hon. J. C. G, Kennedy, of the U, S, Department of ike Inierwr, 

Newark, 6th July, 1752. 
Db. and Hon" Sir, 

♦ ♦ ♦ The best piece of news I have now to furnish you with, 
is the marriage of our President ; as this must come very unexpected 
to you, I shall give you an acco' of his proceedings as brief as they were 
themselves. In the latter end of May, he took a journey into N. Eng* 
land, and during his absence he made a visit of but three days to the 
Rev. Mr. Edward's daughter, at Stockbridge, in which short time, tho'he 
had no acquaintance with nor, indeed, even seen the lady these six years, 
I suppose he accomplished his whole d^ign ; for it was not above a 
fortnight after his return here before he sent a young fellow (who came 
out of coUege last fall) into N. Engl** to conduct her and her mother 
down here. 

They came to town on Saturday evening, the 27th ulto., and on the 
Monday evening follow^ the nuptial ceremonies were celebrated be- 
tween Mr. Burr and the young lady. As I have yet no manner of 
acquaintance with her, I cannot describe to you her qualifications 
and properties; however, they say she is a very valuable lady. I 
think her a person of great beauty, tho' I must say that, in my opinion, 
she is rather too young (being 21 years of age) for the President. 

This account you will doubtless communicate to mammy, as I know 
she has Mr. Burr's happiness much at heart. 

Sir, your very dutiful and afiectionate son, 

J. SHIPPEN, Jun. 

A week later (July 13th), writing to a young companion, he says, 
** Oar President and his lady seem to enjoy with one another the great- 
est happiness this life can afford.'' And on the 1st August, a letter to 
Mrs. Shippen (his step-mothei') ^' Mammy," as he calls her, contains 
the following : — 

''I can't omit acquainting you that our President enjoys all the hap- 
piness the married state can afford. I am sure when he was in the 
condition of celibaoyi the pleasure of his life bore no comparison to 
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that he now possesses. From the little acquaintance I have with bis 
ladj^ I think her a woman of very good sense^ of a genteel and virtu- 
cos education^ amiable in her person, of great affability and agreeable- 
ness in conversation, and a very excellent (Economist These qualifi- 
cations may help you to form some idea of the person who lives in the 
sincerest mutual affection with Mr. Burr.'^ 



MEMBERS ELECTED. 

MAY 15th, 1851. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 

David Bishop, iVeto Brunsmidi. 

Rev. James K. Campbell, North Bran(A, 

Rev. Robert S. Finley, Metucktn. 

Thomas A. Hartwell, Esq., SomerviUe, 
^ S. Swan HartweU, Esq., SomeniUe. 
' Robert J. livingston. New Brunswick. 

Rev. George J. Van Neste, Bound Brook. 
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DONATIONS. 

ANNOUNCED MAY 16th, 1851. 



From the Hon. James G. King : 
Congressional Globe, vol. 21, part I. 

President's Message, with accompanying documents, 1850^1. 
Finance Report of Secretary of Treasury, 1850-^51. 
Report of Commissioner of Patents on Agricultore, part II, 1849. 
Report of Secretary of Treasury, transmitting a Report of Register 

on Commerce and Navigation, 1850. 
Extra Gloibe, containing replies of J. C. Rives to attacks by Thos. 

Ritchie. 
Speech of W. H. Seward, on French Spoliations. 
Speech of Mr. Felch, on Public Lands. 
Patent Office Report (Mechanical), 1850. 
Report of Naval Committee, on Mail Steamships to the Western 

Coast of Africa. 
Obituary Addresses, on the Death of President Tayler, with Funeral 

Sermon, by the Rev. Smith Pyne. 
Map of New York Harbor, by the United States Coast Survey, 

(Mounted). 
Letter from Secretary of Treasury, transmitting Report of Super- 
intendent of Coast Survey. 
From Samuel H, Pennington, M.D. : 
History of Salem, New Jersey, by Col. C. 6. Johnson. 
History of Rutland, Mass., by J. Reed. 
New Jersey Register, 1837. 
Melville Home, on Christian Missions, with other letters OH the 

same subject 
Monthly Advocate of Education, by E. C. Wines. 
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Lectare of B. F. Butler^ on Diffusion of Knowledge. 

Lecture of E. Y. Higbee, D.D., on Relation of Revealed Truth to 

the nature of Man. 
Lecture on American History, by A. Davis. 
Fifth Annual Report of Worcester Insane Asylum. 
Report of New York City Inspector, 1843. 
Com. Stockton's Appeal, in relation to Contracts between the State 

of New Jersey and the United Canal and Railroad Companies. 
Address of Daniel Ullman, Esq., delivered in Broadway Tabernacle^ 

February 22nd, 1841. 
Ajnerican Scholar's Magazine, voL i. No. I. 
Sanitary Survey of Massachusetts, 1849. 
Report on the Medical Literature of the United States, read before 

the American Medical Association, 1850. 
The Good Republican ; a Discourse delivered in the First Presby* 

terian Church, Newark, on Thanksgiving Day, 1850, by the 

Rev. J. F. Steams, D.D. 
Address before the Medical Society of the County of New York, 

by J. R. Manly, M.D., 1836. 
Trial of Professor Webster. 
Constitution and By-laws and Standing Rules of the Newarik 

Young Men's Society, &c.,<1833. 
America and Great Britain ; Bishop Doane's Address to the Students 

of Burlington College, July 4th, 1849. 
The Men to make a State ; an Address, by Bishop Doane, July 4th, 

1849. 
Several Pamphlets on Education. 
Several Pamphlets'of Benevolent Institutions. 
Catalogue of Princeton Theological Seminary, 1850-51. 
Catalogue of the College of New Jersey, for 1846-47, 1849-50, 

and 1850-^1. 
Sundry Catalogues of Medical and other Colleges. 
JProm Mr. Dean, of Blawenburg, N. J. : 

An Inaugural Oration on the Progress and Importance of the 

Mathematical Sciences, delivered by Pro. Walter Minto, LLJ)., 

at Princeton, 1778. 
From the New Jersey State Librarian : 

Gordon's History and Gazetteer of New Jersey. 
From Asa FUch, M.D., Salem, N. F. .- 
The American Currant Moth, by A. Fitch, M.D. 
Winter Insects of Eastern Hm Yotk, by A. fSt#b| M JO.^ 
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The Hessian Fly ; its Hfetory, &c., by A. fitch, M.D. 
'Plroceedings of Washington County Bible Society^ &c. 
tVam Lieui. M. F. Maury, TJ. S. Navy : 
Notice to Mariners, by Lieut Maury, U. S. N., of the NationaF 

Observatory, Washington, second edition. 
Wind and Current Charts of the North and South Atlantic. 
From Adrien ScJiarff, Newark : 
A Case of Coins, containing — 
No. 1. Tilveren Ryder, value $1 26c. 

2. Drie Gulden (Republic) $1 20c. 

3. Ryksdaalder (Republic) 91 • 

4. Gulden (Holland upholding Lib^y) 40c. 

5. Ryksdaalder (French King Louis) 91 10c. 

6. Halven Gulden, 20c. 

7. Kivart Gulden, lOo. 

8. DubCeltze, 4c. 

9. Stuiver, 2c. 

10. Scheepje's Schelling, 12c. 

11. Drie Gulden (Willem I) 91 20c. 

12. Ryksdaalder (WiUem II.) 91. 

13. Ditta, ditto $1. 

14. Gulden (20 Stuivers or 100 Dutch cents) 40c. 

15. Halve Gulden, 2()c. 

16. Kirart Gulden, 10c. 

17. Ditto, (for East India Colonies) 10c. » 

18. DubCeltze (10 Dutch cents) 4c. 

19. Stuivertze (5 Dutch cents) 2c. 

20. Kivart Gulden (Willem U.) 10c. 

21. Duiter of the different provinces. 

22. Oost Indishe Companie Duit 

23. Belgian Cent 

24. English Medal of the Prince of Orange^ 1615. 

25. Copper Coin (Millions for Defenee, not one cent for TVi-^ 

bute. 
2a Copper Coin (Exchange in Wall street^ N. T., buih 1827^ 

bum 1835.) 
27. Canadian Copper Coin. 
2a Medal, struck in Europe on tiie delBat of Bbode Idand^ 

1775. 

Message of Oorenor of N. Jersey, wiA aecOBspMy^ Doeonmli^ 
98 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



in 

Aimnal KepoK of t^HSlm of N. T. State lAfwy, 1^ 
1851. 
JFVtMi Ibvc Z>; F. Jf eLesfi, Z>. P. : 
Address before Alomni^ dso*, of OUo Uniirendly'y bj Rer, 0; ¥« 
McLean, D.IX 
IVofii CAar2e« T. Jackson, M. D., Boitan, Mau. : 

Address before the Pljmeuih Agricultoral Society, Sept, 1650, bj 
O. T. Jackson, M. D. 
From Afihur B. NoU, New Crermankmn, N. J. : 

Two Nos. of the New Jersey Journal, 1797 and 1803. 
From A. B. HoweU, TrerUm, N. J. : 
A short acconnt of the Malignant Fever, lately prevalent in Philip- 
delphia, &;c., 1794, by Matthew Carey, 4th edition. 
From C DiUs, Hunterdon County, N. J. : 

Edwards' Materials toward a History of the Baptists in New Jersey. 
From T%eo. Russell Jencks, Boston, Mass, : 

Report of Sanitary Committee of Mass., 1850. 
From E. B. Campbell, Cor. Sec. Ohio Hist* Society : 
The Cincinnati Liberty Hall Gazette, containing Report of His- 
torical and Philosophical Society of Ohio for 1850. 
From Rev. Ravaud K* Rodgers, Boundbrook, N. J. ; 
A Lower Canada Coin, 1837. 
A Nova Scotia Half-Penny, 1852. 
Two Connecticut Copper Coins. 
A Copper Coin ojf'the French Republic. 
A British Half-Penny, 1806. 
A French Copper Coin (Ludov. XV.), 1774. 
A British Half-Penny, 1732. 
Do. do. 1831. 

A Lower Canada Copper Coin, (un sou). 
A New Jersey Copper Coin, 1787. 
From At Banning ^.Norton, Ohio : 

11th Annual Report, Ohio Lunatic Asylum, 1849. 
1301 and 14th Annu^ Reports, Ohio Institation for Blind, 1849-^. 
24th Annual Report, Ohio Deaf and Dumb Asylum, 1850. 
Annual Report of Cojmmissioners of Ohio Canal Fund, 1850. 
Ammal Report of Aiufitor of the State of Ohio^ 1851.' 
Catalogue of Ohio State Library, 1849. 

A Lecture on the present relations of Free Labor to Slave Labor, b^ 
D. Christy/ 1^ 
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Walkefi and Hr. CMgaWrejoinderi 1851. 
49pedal Report of Waiden ofOIiio Stote Prison, lt951. 
jAWial Report of Secretary of State of OUo on tihe condition of 

Common Schools. 
I6ih Annual Report of Directors of tfce Tonng Mens' Mercantile 

Librarjr Association of Cindnnafi, 1851. 
Abstract of Population of Ohio for 1850. 
14th Annual Report of Board of Public Works of Ohio 18^. 
Cincimiati Liberty Hall €razette, containbg Report of Historical 

and Piulosophioal Sociefy of Ohio for 1850. 
Ihm the SmiAsonian InkUution : 
Krections for Meteorological Obserrations^ intended for first class 
• of Observers. 
Pamphlet, containing Tables 8 and 9, giving the correction to be 

applied to Barometers, widi brass scales, dec, di^c. 
An Engraving, representing the building of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion at Washington. 
Two Plates, illustrating the nomenclature of Clouds. 
From Hon. Silas Candit, Netoark : 
A Time to Die ; a Discourse delivered at the funeral of John S. Con* 

dit, M. D., in the 2nd P^sbjterian Church, by J. B. Condit, D.D. 
History of the 2d. Pres. Church in Newark, N. J. : a Discourse, de- 
livered Jan. 5th, 1851, by J. B. Condit, D. D., Senior Pastor, dee. 
From John Smith, No, 1 Commerce-st., Newark : 
The Other Side; or some Reasons against removing an ancient 

Landmark, by a Member of the Newark Presbytery. 
The Right Side; being a brief review of the Other Side. 
The Other Side, No. II; or the Right Side shovm to be the wrong 

one, by a Member of the Newark Presbytery. 
The Plain Truth ; being a correction of several misstatements made 

by " the Other Side" respecting the Third Presbyterian Church, 

(Newark.) 
jFVont James Ross, Netoark : 
The New York Magazine (1792), vol. 8. 
Report of Superintendent of Public Schools in the township ot 

Pequannock, N. J., 1850. 
By-laws, rules and regulations for the government of Essex Ce. 

Jail (Newiark.) 
Documents relative to the Electro-chironograp&i invented by John 

Locke, M. D. 
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fisBport'of survey of proposed extension of Morris and £s90X Rail- 
road from Dover to Delaware Water-Gap. 

A Pennsylvania ten shillings (paper). ^ 

' Catalogue of Bloomfield Gynmasiuni. 
From Creorge Ackerman, Newark : 

An Introduction to the History of the Principle Kingdoms and 
States of Europe; by Samud.Puffendorf/ Counsellor of State 
to the late king of Sweden^ made English from the ori^al 
High Dutch. London, 1719. 
fhMn Crto. A. Hahey, Newark : 

Oath of ownership of boat, made by David Morehouse of Eliza- 
beihtown, before Hon. P. Schuyler, Pres't of His Majesty's Coun- 
cel and Commander-in-Chief of New York, and Thos. Byeily, 
Collector, dsc, of the port of New York ; signed by P. Schuy- 
ler and Thos. Byerly, Col., and certified by Thos. TeU, naval 
officer—- gilt frame. 
jFVom H. A. Byttdph, MJ}., Superintendent ofN. J. Lunatic Asylum : 

Historical and discriptive account of N. J. Lunatic Asylum, by H. 
A. Buttolph, M. D., Superintendent 

By-laws adopted by the managers of N. J. Lunatic Asylum. 

Aimual reports of the same for 1848-49--50. 
From Joseph B. Jackson, M, D., Newark : 

Sermon and Charges delivered at the Installation of Rev. Geo. L. 
Prentiss, as Associate Pastor of the 2d. Pres. Church, Newark, 
N. J., Nov. 6th, 1850. 

History of 2d. Pres. Church, Newark, N. J. ; a Discourse delivered 
Jan. 5th, 1851, by J. B. Condit, D. D., Senior Pastor, dec. 

The obligations of American patriotism ; a Discourse delivered in 
ihe 2d Pres. Church Newark, N. J., on the occasion of the An- 
nual Thanksgiving, Dec. 12, 1850, by Geo. L. Prentiss, Asso- 
ciate Pastor, dec. 
JFVom Ahner Campbed, Newark : 

Our Country ; its security, under God, in Constitutional Law ; a 
IXscourse delivered in Park Church, Newark, N. J., Dec. 12, 
1850, by A. D. Eddy, D. D. 
JFVofli W. A. Whitehead, Newark: 

M^ and Profile of New Jersey Railroad. 
From Maryland Historical Society: 

Memorials of Columbus; read to the Maryland Historical Soeiety^ 
1)7 Robt Dodge. April 3, 1851. 
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SELECTIONS 

FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER, EARL OP 
STIRLING, 

MAJOR-GENERAL DURING THE REVOLUTION. 
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%• The origii^ds frmyrUch the fiollowii] 
111 ine possesion of the New York Histoi 



ersa^liel^CjMiare 
itistoncal Society ; uie copies 
having been made and presented by the Hon. William A. Dner. 
Further portions of the Corres|M)ndence will be given in succeeding 
numbers of this publication. 
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COBRESPONBENCE. 



Rpy. mCHARD PJETEES* TO WIUJAM ALEXANDER. 

Cbanbi^t, March ^M, 1754. 
BsAs Sib, 

f * • * I am on my road to Amboy, and tdionld have aeot yoa 
i^ fispriBSS the letter to Colonel Johnsonf had not Mr. Hicks been io 
kind as to take care of it It is wrote by the Governor to that gentle- 
man, on the plan recommended by you. The Govemorl desires you 
will send a special messenger with it, or hire a boat on purpose, as you 
shall think will be most expeditions. 

The Governor has not received an answer ; to supply which defect 
be pleased to desire an acknowledgment of the receipt of the letter, or 
an answer, if he pleases, as that you are advised will be the most 
agreeable*— or say it out of your own head. 

I shall see your faih^ to-morrow and talk the matter over with him, 
an,d a<ee tp dp the best I can. 

Dr. DougIass§ has convinced me that the Connecticut charter is in 
lfj6ff, and that the books shewn you have copied from one another, 
the ixn^i having made the mistake, which is a common tbin^ ampi^ 

^^^"^' Iam,&c. 

* The Eev. Richard Peters, Secretary of the Province of Pennsylvania, was one of )be 
ddegatei from Pennsylvania to tiie Congress hdd at Albany, in 17M, and a Comtnii- 
Mftov |o tKeat with the Indians at Ton Stanwii,in 1755. AUhongh a clertyHowJbe 
^ot only iield these secnlar offices, but was so remarkable for his hilarity and cqn;rfr- 
sation, that he received from the Indians the soubriquet of " the Paroquet" ' 

t Afterwards Major General Sir Wm. Johnson, Bart., the able and efficient Superid- 
landent of Indian Affiuis ; and celebrated for his infloenoe ever Ihe IftdlaM dnd hii 
victory over the f^nch at Lake George. He was created a Bironel, «&A>ese to fcd 
a Major-Geiieral i& the British Army. H& «ied In 17T4, and wai wantinM % liisaon. 
Sir John, who acquired a diflerent kind of necoriety in «lie Ameiioaii Rc^tttien. 

t J^MDirfiai^tOD, Lleot«-Ooir. of Pennsylvania. 

^ Anthor of '* A Summary, Historical and Political, of the British Settlentnlv In 
North American-published in WW. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

AnBOY, March 23(2, 1754. 

DiAR SlE, 

The Goternor laid his conunands on me to make his compli- 
ments to you and Mr. Livingston,* and express his concern for being 
«o much indisposed as not to have been able to pay you the civilities 
lie would have been inclined otherwise to have done, in part of a return 
for numerous obligations he is under to Mr. Alexanderf and his family. 

The subject of the letter Mr. Hicks gives you along with this, you 
will of yourself judge to be of a private nature ; nor may it be proper 
to mention at whose instance the express is sent to Colonel Johnson. 
Perhaps, if a boat be going, and any one in it by whom you can safely 
irust the expeditious delivery of the letter, it may, on account of privacy, 
be as well; but I do not mention this to save expense, because I 
imagme it cannot be too soon delivered, as I hear -the New England 
gentry are expected to go to Albany as soon as Armstrong wae re- 
turned. 

Excuse haste, not being willing to detain Mr. Hicks. 

I am, &c. 



THE SAME TO THE SABIE. 

Amboy, March 28rA, 1754. 
Dear Sie, 

I forgot to desire you would be pleased to engage for the four 
Pennsylvania Commissioners, some commodious house or lodgings at 
Albany ; and, as I suppose, each set of Commissioners will chuse to 
keep their own table, I should be glad we could do the same. The 
Governor has not yet appointed them ; but has told me that he would 
appomt Mr. John Penn \ and myself of the Council, and Mr. Morris § 
and Mr. Franklin || of the Assembly. I know not how to be more 



* Peter Vaa Bragh LivingtioD, a brother of Robert and William, and brother-in-law 
of William Alexander. 

t Jamee Alexander, th6 ikther of William^ . 

t Son of one of the Proprietariei of Pennsylvania. 

% Robert Hunter Morrii, afterwards Lieat. Governor of PeoniylTania, from Oet. |72H 
401756. 

U Afterward! the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 
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ptfttoular^ as the city of Albany is-qmto ttaknoi^ to taam, or the ton* 
TNuences to be had there. 

A line from y6a with respect to my former letters, whioh yov vodd 
find on your retom, wonld be very agreeable to the Governor and 
myself— together with any farther news on that most subject 

I write at a ude table among my brethren of the Council of IVo- 
prietorsy with a refuse pen and common paper, in^iich please to excuse. 

I am, dz;c. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Philadelphia, April llth, 1754. 
Dear Sib, 

I have shewed your favour to my colleagues — who join with 
me in making our hearty acknowledgments for bestirring yourself with 
so much zeal for our accommodation at Albany. 

We all find ourselves obliged to Mr. Stevenson ;* but more particu* 
larly it is incumbent on me to return him thanks for the invitation 
intended me by his son. Is it right that the Commissioners should 
disturb the repose of a private family ? Are there not four of us ? 
Wm not these be too many ? To think of giving so much trouble puts 
me under a good deal of concern. But then, shall we [do] better if we 
decline so friendly an ofier, and Mr. Stevenson take it amiss. What 
right have we to put him to pain ? In short, we are in a dilemma, aild 
you must answer for us. We cheerfully embrace the invitation, and 
desire he may be acquainted with this in that genteel manner which 
distinguishes your way of speaking for your friends. 

Are we not to have a boat to ourselves, agreeable to what you was 
so kind as to write in a former letter ? And have you engaged one for 
the Pennsylvania service ? Pray do, by all means, and you will much 
oblige us. 

I received your father's and your letters by Mr. Pownal,t who is 
truly a sensible and well accomplished gentleman, and may, I think. 



* The penoni here referred to both bore the christian name of Jaroei—which if also 
borne by the grandson of the l|itter~-la^e Afayor of Albany. 

t Governor of Massachusetts in 1757, and afterwards a member of the British House 
•f Cooimoos, where he took a distlnguislied pari in favor of the colodes. 

24 
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li|^ and obtaining a knowledge oftlie eIumcii^ni^4lie^^eoiAe>itt^iie 
mmal^fioiim. lihave not b%Mi mooh.widiUm. i^kyi, eleetAeitjr, 
aiMlaiseiidJly lia^re hitheiio ^NwQUmjfiiU e^ 

gTiiave gifenMr. Franklin oim ofdie piinted {M^Mrtilfr. Aliiiaotifc 
was aQikind as to enelote to me. I Jiave wrote to Jf r. Mm ^Reading 
;loget a iDM^a^ot the owners of lands within West Jersey, eompilii^ 
in the old Nev^k^)!!!, that we may employ some able connsd, and 
pnt in a proper answer. If Mr. Alexander has any thing to recom- 
mend to me to say at this meeting, I wonld follow his intimations and 
advice. 

Let me know the chaiges of the express, and I will send the money. 
As you did not mention the £500 sterling in your letter by Mr. PownaL 
I take it there was none to be bought on fit terms, so gave £ 170 here. 

Colonel Johnson compares the lambs of New England to the wisdom 
of the serpent, and the lambs of Pennsylvania to the innocence of the 
dove, and declares for the last very handsomely. 

Who is to be nppn the tQp of the wheel upon the demise of Mr. Pel- 
bam? The things that are 43een are temporary ; the things that are 
eternal are not seen at all. Was one to be at the levee of a dead 
JKinister, what company, think you, ^e should find ^there? What 
siJl^Mnes should we hear broached ? The successor here, however, 
would say '' What foolish and absurd questions are ithese-ncBd :he not 
die Prime Minister! What have we to dp to conceip ourselves w&h 
.wi^ he is doing in the shades r And so the scramble for power will 
go.on to the remotest ages. 

Our Assembly have not done any thing as yet ; but I hope in the 
approacdiing session, they will repair all past fianlts. 

Idiould be wanting to the grateful sentiments of my mind if I djjd 
not express tiie highest satisfaction in your obliging correspondence. 

I am, dz;c. 



thje: sa^js to tae saw, 

Philadelphia, May 2Sd, 1754. 
Dbas Snt, 

PW ^ npt fl^gry if l^m^ ^f^ ?^ >^y i9f ?^ * l^fi^^ 
oldest and be^li Ma^ira mm to ^gw^ Mtd ;fitikki»fiimfMfmfir^ 
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jpow aball.we 4oior tbeep, 4E6.,>b6.;! fti* pnvj^ as ^cm lyMra ^ 
y<imdf in a JMa»{»e»let meJknow wlial^t^ other .toaitf lay io>.dMit/ire 
M^ tot be Jnlaod the best of jii«m; addi^ to it m^Ai we caa;get 
jpiilh joa» aiid ^H^t we miist brii:^ with oaf 

.We ]Hropose to aet oat thd idOth instant .Your Gorenior^ wa he^r, 
wis fifit ont tbe.fitb of Jnne ; but, if oHierwiae, let db Jkncm. 

I bope thealoop you have engaged is a very (KunmocUoiis one, and 
a good-natured steersman. Fray, does he find bedding and tea<ltiiu- 
toref 

I should have answered that part of your Cither's letter wherein he 
mentions Mr. Clunse ; but as we shall see him ourselves, I will supply 
him with money at Albany. I am, dee. 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO JOHN EWING, Jdn'*. 

New York, May 2d, 1756. 
Sib, 

I shall, by Captain Shirley, who sets out from hence to-morrow 
with his father, send you copies of orders and instructions of Governor 
Shirleyf to yourself, Lewis Morris,| and me jointly, for furnishing the 
necessaries for the expedition which is to be carried on under Governor 
£Riirley^s immediate command, and for supplying his, and Sir William 
Pepperell's§ regiments with provisions. Among the other parts thereof 
winch you will have the trouble of executing, will be that of providing 
vessels to transport Governor Shirley's regiment hither on their way to 



* It would seem from this that ai much provision aod preparation were in those days 
thooi^ht necessary for a voyage to Albany as is now required for one to the West Indies, 
^t, we most remember, that it frequently required as mueh time for the one as tot tHe 
otbBir.' The pipe of wine, &C; however, must have been intended to regale the delegates 
iS^t they landed, as well as upon both passages. 

f Governor of Massachusetto from 1741 to 1749; and again from 1753 to 1756, durii^ 
which jwriad he was also Commander-in-Chief of the forces in America. 
' t' AlkeVwards a idelegate fr6m New York to the Continental Congress, and a signer of 
tha Declaration of Independence. 

i^ Aliaay«<tf if^e,whorosetobea l^ut General iia the 9ris|ih an^y. Redis- 
tingsiriMd himself by the capture of Louisbuirf soil ^d in ITSi^ 
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AHumy; tbdi^hthe wwieii and most certain way i8 4;o embark tbem at 
Prcnrictouce. llie bearer, Captain WSliam Richards, has applMtsr 
me/ and offers to contract to provide vessels ta carry the whole regi- 
mentfiom Providence to Albany. He says he can afford to do it on 
bettMT terms than anybody else can, as he has proper vessels and pilots ; 
he wjuts on you with Ms for that purpose. I can recommend him to 
you as an honest man, and one who will well ezecnte what he under- 
takes. If it be necessary that the regiment have their provuuons on 
their passage, from hence, please to let me know it, and I will take 
care to have them in time at Providence. I am, 6^c* 



THE SAME TO JOHN BRADSTREET.* 

New York, May bth, 1755. 
Sis, 

Mr. John Ewing, Mr. Lewis Morris and myself being directed 
to supply sundry necessaries for the defence of the Fort at Oswego* 
and also rigging sails and other necessaries for a Schooner-boats to be 
built there, I have accordingly shipped the same on board of the Sloop 

, Tenbroeck, Master, to be delivered at Albany, as per the 

inclosed receipt, and list of particulars. We also now send by said 
Tenbroeck, eight ship-carpenters, three sawyers, one wheelwright, ^nd 
two blacksmiths, with their tools. I must request the favour of you 
to take the above tradesmen, and. the articles aforesaid, into your 
charge at Albany, and provide open carriages and batteaux for trans- 
porting them to Oswego ; and furnish them with necessary provisions, 
of which, be pleased to keep a separate account ; the amount of which 
we will reimburse you. You will employ such, and so many of the 
ship-carpenters and sawyers that now go, on the building of the 
8chooner«boats as you shall think proper ; the rest to be placed to 
keep at providing proper timber for two vessels of — feet keel, eigh- 
teen and a half feet beam, and six and a half in the hold, and the saw- 
yers at sawing proper plank for that purpose. As to the wheelwright, 
the first work he goes at, should be to make one,— or, if you think 
need be two, large timber wheel carriages for bringing the large tim- 



* AfterwArdi Lieat. Goveraor of Newfoundland, and a Major Oenieral He tetk 
Of wego and Frontinac, and died in 1774. 
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ber oat of the woods. The wheels of these carriages aip generally 
about seven feet in diameter; and the felloes at least seven inches. For 
this purpose I have two setts of screws and bands, and two setts of 
seasoned spokes. When that is done, he should get at making field 
carriages for five cannon — 12 pounders, and one eighteen pounder. 
The dimensions of the cannon he has, and I shall be glad that you 
assist him with your directions as to the form of these carrioges* As 
ihere will be a number of wheel, and hand-barrows wanting, he^ and 
as many, others as possible, should be employed at that work. The 
two blacksmiths you will employ at such work as you think first 
necessary ; in this, and, indeed, in all the rest, yopr'own good judg- 
ment must be depended upon. The sawyers will want pitmen, which^ 
be pleased to provide them out of the garrison, and, if possible, let the 
same pitmen work with the same sawyer. I, every moment, expect 
three more sawyers from Philadelphia, whom I shall send iomiediately 
to you. There will doubtless be many other artificers in your garri* 
son ; all, who can be useful in forwarding the aforesaid works, I shall 
be glad you would employ. Governor Shirley has, I believe, informed 
you that they are to be allowed sixpence sterling extraordinary for that 
service. If that encouragement is not sufiicient to engage them, you 
may allow them one shilling currency per day more. 

I beg leave fur^er to remind you that if you should be retarded any 
time at Schenectady, it will be best to employ the carpenters during 
your stay there, in forwarding the building of the batteaux necessary 
to carry the detachment up. I have directions from Governor Shirley 
to erect a strong storehouse on the great carrying place from Mohawks' 
river to Wood creek. I should be glad when you come there you 
would mark out the place you think most convenient for that purpose, 
and let me have your thoughts on that» or any thing else for ihe good 
of the service. You may direct your despatches to me at Schenectady^ 
where I shall meet them soon. But if you find it absolutely necessary 
for the security of your men and stores there, to inclose any ground 
with intrenchments or stockadoes, you may do it, allowing the men 
employed in that service, sixpence per day ; for whidi, and any other 
e;itraordinary charges accruing on any service hereinmentioned, you 
mky draw on me, and your bills shall be honoured 

As I have not been able to procure a surgeon to attend the garrison 
of Oswego, I must beg of you to find out at Albany, the person thalD^ 
Shucksbnrgh left there as his mate, and agree with him, or any ottrnr^ 
to go with you, on the best terms you can. 

I am, &c. 
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THlt SAME to THE SAMB. 

Nbw Tobk, May Itk, ITSSk 

• • • • The bearer is Elisha Tudor, a youog surgeon, who is 
going to Albanj, and is williog to go with you to Oswego. If jfixk 
hxv& not already engaged, or are not likely to engage the person left 
ia Shuckburg'a roocn at Albany, yon will agree with this gentleman on 
the best terms you can, and the engagements you make on &is score 
shall be paid by me. I am, dec. 



THE SAME TO ROBERT DINWIDDIE.* 

New York, May lOth, 1755. 
Sir, 

On my return to this place from Virginia, I acquainted the 
Governor, Council, and Assembly of New Jersey, that your Excel- 
lency had been so kind as to spare the five hundred arms, dec, for their 
forces, on the conditions mentioned in the memorandum I left with 
yon ; on which they immediately ordered their Commissioner to pay 
me the amount of them, and the necessary cbarges for replacing a like 
number at Williamsburgh. Your Excellency will therefore be pleased 
to order how I shall dispose of the money when it comes to my hands, — 
whether it shall be sent to you in specie, or bills of exchange, — whether 
it shall be remitted to your agents in London to send out the arms, or 
whether I shall direct a like number of arms of the same quality to be 
sent from London to Williamsburgh ; — ^whatever you direct shall be 
punctually obeyed. 

As I have not yet heard of the arrival here of the naval stores which 
Commodore Eeppelf was to send for one of the vessels to be built^ on 
Lake Ontario, I suppose they and the arms will come together, 

lam, dec. 

* Governor of Viisinia ftom 1752 to 1757. 

t Afierwudi AdminaLDid K0piiel,and FIntJiOrd of tha Admlnltr* 
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Nbw Tobx, Map ICM; 1T5&. 

In otiNMUMie^ tor yotu' Eko«tlenoy's comttamcb/ 1 dikU tftto' 
eveiy oi^itanity of writiiig to ycfu. 

Ci^iyii BriddtiBdt y^& tbe two companies imd^ hit comniattd^ 
eadArkdd last Taesday n^ioniiiigy and sailed on MTedneaday. Th^ 
wind he had must have carried him to Albany before Tliursday night I 
am' afriM he will be kept there some time for want of batteanx. He 
his wi& him everything you ordered me to supply him with. 

I hare also seiit with him eight ship carpenters, four sawyers, one 
wheelwright, and two blacksmiths, and shall this afternoon send up 
six sawyers more ; so that I am in hopes materials sufficient will be 
ready at Oswego, when the master builder, and other carpenters from 
Boston, arrive there, to enable them to go immediately to work on tiie 
vessels. 

One vessel arrived here yesterday from Philadelphia with provisions, 
(in part of the Pennsylvania ten thousand pounds), which I have sent 
up to Albany consigned to Moses Emerson, and in his absence to 
Robert Saunders, agreeably to the directions sent by the committee at 
Boston to that at Philadelphia. 

The articles to be provided here for J;he Niagara expedition are in 
great forwardness ; and I hope to have them all at Schenectady in less 
tiian a fortnight. 

On Wednesday last, I waited on Governor De Lanceyf for his leave 
to try the six brass cannon you ordered us to get proved, wrhen he told 
me that the Council had agreed to spare only four twelve pounders. 
I told him I believed you had depended upon having six at least, and 
that in viewing the cannon, I had found one brass eighteen pounder 
that weighs but 25 hundred pounds nett, and begged at least to have 
that added to the four twelve pounders. He said he could not consent 
to part with any eighteen pounders as they wanted them for the defence 
of this place. I told him if that were the only objection, it could be 



* Upon the death of General Braddock, the chief command of the forces in America 
devoWedon Glovernor Shirley, as the Sonior Major Ganaral and Colonel ia tho Provineaa; 
and ft was confirmed to him afterwards by aCotnnilsiion from tbe Crowttt dated Atigi^t 
28d, 1755. He continue^ in the cliief command until the 25th or JanCj 1755^ when be 
wiu relieved at Alban^ by^neral Aberciombi^, who coutiooed CommaQder*ia-Clliaf 
only until the arrival of Lord Loudoaa atKenr Yorkja^houl a nianib aftervrardB. 

t James DeLancey, Lieat. QoveiBDr of New Yorh, from 1753 to iT^T^^f which, 
Ptofince he was a native. 
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got over by your refdacing it widi a twenty*four pounder ; and then 
proposed to him that I should have his leave to try all the brass cannon 
that are light enough for your purpose, and that you might hereafter 
setde the number that are to go ; to which he consented, and I hare 
since pidied out seven, — six of them twelve pounders; and one eigh- 
teen pounder, which are to be tried this afternoon ; and I believe if 
your Excellency sends two or three twenty-four pounders from Castle 
TVilliam. to be left here, there will be no difficulty in obtaining those 
seven ; indeed there vnVL be no room for objections left. 

' The eight hundred men of this Province, I bdieve, will be raised in 
time. Tlie command of them is not yet fzed. One hundred and 
fifty batteaux are ordered to be built for their use ; but there is not 
yet one building for the forces of your government, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, or Codnecticut If they are to be built, it is high tioie 
orders should be given for that purpose : Nor is there any one thing 
preparing here for the Crown-point expedition, beyond the fitting out 
of tibe eight hundred men. 

I have not yet heard of the things Commodore Keppel was to send. 

I shall inclose the minutes of the Assembly here, which your Excel* 
lency desired me to get for you. Also, a copy of the list and estimates 
of the provi8ioniS^ clothing, &c., of the Jersey forces, by which you 
will see what they are provided with. The providons which we pur- 
chased here for your and Sir William Pepperell's regiments, are 
bread, pork, beef, and peas, and some rum. K there should be any 
articles necessary, we, should be glad to have directions as soon as 
possible. 

I intend to set out for Albany to-morrow, and ^all put everything 
there as forward as possible. I am, dec. 



WIIfUAM ALEXAia>ER TO THE SAME. 

Albany, Jfb^ 18t&, 1755. 
SzB, 

I had the honour of writing your Excellency the lOlh instant 
from New York. I set out from thence the 13th, imd oane here yes- 
terday evoiing. I find that Captahi King, with his eompany^ left 
Sdbeneetadylast IViesdayi and CaptamBradstieetwithhiSyOiiTbQis- 
day. 
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There have been several French Indians in this town lately, par- 
ticularly one Tom Wildman, who, as he speaks both Dutch and Eng- 
lish is very fit to get intelligence, and on Captain Bradstreet's arrival 
went away in haste last Sunday morning. More are expected here, 
to-day or to-morrow 

It is said that the garrison at Crown-point is four hundred men ; 
and that the French in Canada have no apprehension of any attack 
from the English this summer. But of these matters, I suppose Colonel 
Johnson gives your Excellency a more particular aqcount, by this 
conveyance, than can be collected in this town, as I hear there is a 
French gentleman just arrived at his house from Montreal, 

The people of Burnetsfield, whom I engaged to go and clear the 
upper part of the Mohawk river and Wood creek, are, I hear, already 
at work. Wood creek is what most wants mending, and as it is a 
narrow, winding creek with great numbers of large trees hanging over 
it, it is in the power of a few Indians to fell as many trees into it, in 
two or tiiree days, as would require a month to clear oiit again ; where- 
fore I believe it would be of great use that one company of Pepperell's 
reginient encamp at the further end of the great carrying place ; 
and it would be still better if a company be encamped at each^end ; 
it would not only secure the Wood creek and carrying place, but, 
as they might guard the batteaux at each end, it would save the 
trouble and expense of transporting a great number of batteaux 
over ; besides, some of those men might be employed in making the 
road over,^ and the passage down Wood creek still better. It will also 
render it much more safe for, the troops to go to Oswego in small par- 
ties, which I must beg leave to advise, for besides the many incon- 
veniences that will attend their going in large bodies, and losing time 
in passing the carrying places, a great deal more time will be saved if 
they immediately begin to march off in companies, as ^ey can get 
ready — ^at a (CatiBJice of a day or two from each other. If your Excel- 
lency approves of this, it will be proper that Colonel Mercer has your 
orders to begin to send up the men of Sir William' PeppeVell's regiment 
in that manner, as soon as possible, and that they take a proportion of 
provision, and such o&er things as from time to time may be ready to 
go under their protection. 

I find it' absolutely necessary to have two, or at least one man in a 
battean^ thai understands the management of them. ' Captains King and 
Bradstreet are botib provided in that manner, an<i there are very few 
now lef)^ either here or at Schenectady who are fit for the purpose ; so 
ihat it iirill be impossible to get enough of these people if the troops go 

25 J 
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altogether ; but if they go in parties, the 8ame perBons may return and 
go two or three trips. 

In my letter of tie 10th, I mentioned to your Excellency, th^t I ba4: 
picked out Beven pieces of brass cannon, which Governor Delapcey 
had gi^en me leave to try. They were tried that afternoon, and stood 
the proof extremely well I should be very glad if your Excellency 
eonld prevail on Governor Delancey to let you have idl seven, and tbat 
we could have his leave to send Uiem up here directlyi for I wpnld 
wiUingly have every thing ready at Schenectady to embark when you 
arrive there, 

1 have not yet seen Colonel Johnson ; but it i^pears to me absolutely 
necessary to build two or three strong storehouses between this and 
the great carrying place to Crown-point before the provisions and 
stores are sent up. I can't help acquainting your Excellencj that I 
think it will be very proper that such of the forces designed for the 
enterprise against Crown-point, as are ready, do, as soon us possible, 
march to cover the execution of that work. What renders their com* 
ing here soon the more neceeaary is, that by some unaccountable paup 
get Into the people to the northward of tins town, they have all left 
the plantations on that side to within three or four miles of the town,, 
and there ie na getting any body to do any thing that way but under 
strong guards. | am, &e. 



TBE BAWSiTO CAPT. JOHN BRADSTREET. 
'■/\ 1 Aui4Jnr, Jlftiy 96tt, 1355r 

The foregoing is a copy of what I wrote by the five batteMx 
that set out from Schenectady the ^Ivt instant* This I expect ycm 
will receive with twelve or fourteait batteau ii»ore» ^ld6k I dei^nMl 
MeBsrs. Van Eps and Vijsscher at Schenectady to send with provisions 
to yon for the use of the two American r^oientfl^ M toon as thsjr 
I^TOcnre steer emen suMcient. 

Herevn& 1 8en4 ^ bundle of garden seeds^ mnA htm danrsdMr. 
ffetrii of |furaetiirit(eld V> sen^ JOxl m qoantitj oi turnip seed. I ne^ 
90ti«^Qf«l|oiiM» i|^^^ QT4^ibwi 10 be imniediatfify MTind 
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and planted^ — the produce being agreeable to your friends, I know will 
be a sufficient inducement. 

I have also desired Mr. Petrie to send yoti six or eight good strong 
working horses, which you will order to be employed in drawing tim- 
ber; and I have contracted for a number of working oxen in New 
England to be sent to Oswego ; I expect them here soon. 

Sir William Pepperell I hear is at New York. The Captains and 
Lieutenants for the two Schooners to be built at Oswego are there 
also ; — ^the latter, I expect, will be with you soon. I shall start for 
New York to-morrow — where I expect to see Governor Shirley soon, 
and I don't suppose it will be long after that, when we shall begin our 
march to Oswego. With ray compliments to Captain King, 

I am, <&;c. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Albany, May 26/A, 1755. 

Sib, _,^n 

Since writing the letter herewith of yesterday, Joseph GItSden, 
master* builder, and five more sjiipcarpentcrs, arrivetl h<?ro from Boa- 
libn. They have Governor ^hirley*s instructions as to the size and 
^pe of the vessels. Your assistance will be much wanted in pro- 
ving the nei^essary timber, and I am sure, you will do all in your 
power to forward the work. There are, no doubt, among the mett 
iiiader your command, many who can serve for borers, rou^jhThewerf, 
&c. As many as possible if thes« should be employed. , ^ \^^ 

I just now hear that a Ship has arrived at New York in iwenty. 
^ight days from London ; an(jl that there is no likelihood of an accom- 
iriodation about American affairs yet. 

Cburtlandt Schuyler h^s this morning received an Ensign's com- 
mission iti your regiment. I am, dec. 
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THE SAME TO WILLIAM SHIRLEY. 

Albany, May ^Ith, 1755. 

Sib, 

Your Fxcellency's letter of the 20th by Joseph Glidden I re- 
ceived yesterday afternoon. He and the other five ship carpenters set 
out this morning for Schenectady, where they are to embark to-morrow 
morning for Oswego, in company with twelve batteaux which I send 
there with provisions. Each of these batteaux have two men in them, 
who in general are provided with firearms. This is all the guard it is 
possible to get for the carpenters, — for there are no troops left here — 
and I am in hopes it will be sufiicient, for the people of this country 
are daily passing between this and Oswego, without any apprehension 
of danger that way. 

The stores sent by Commodore Keppel, and most of the other 
necessaries for the two vessels are already in proper storehouses at 
Schenectady ; also the greater part of the provisions which your 
Excellency or<^ered to be provided for your own and Sir William's 
regiments; and stores are there provided to receive all the other 
necessaries which shall be sent there as fast as they arrive here. 

I have viewed all the grounds about Schenectady fit for encamp- 
ments, and three places which I think most convenient I shall have 
plans of ready to lay before your Excellency at New York : Colonel 
Glese's house, which is the most convenient about Schenectady, will 
be proposed for your Excellency's own quarters. I have also engaged 
for you a convenient house in this town, A number -of people are at 
work in Wood creek, and on the carrying place to mend the pa88ag^ 
there, wliicli was the most needful, to Oswego. Others are em^pyed 
in makiDg passages in the most shallow rifts in the Mohawl^ river. I 
have directed two storebousea to be built, — one on eack Qnd of the 
carrying place— of strong logs aovered and floored witl^ bark^ thuiy- 
five feet long, and twenty feet broad. , These will be sufficientan^ the 
cost of them trlfiing ; hut it will be of great use that some men eticamp 
at each of these houses, until aQ the stores are' carried ovor^..; 7 

The batteaux are in great forwardness ; the whole number of them 
that your Excellency ordered will be ready at Scenectady within 
twenty days from this time; and everything else which you have 
ordered, I think may be there before that time, and I must take the 
liberty of saying that I heartily wish your Excellency with the troops 
could be there about that time, as many things make it necessary that 
no time should be lost. The water in the Mohawk river and Wood 
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oreek ffrowfi shallow about the middle and latter end of the summer^ 
which makes the passage tedious. 

Hie French in Canada are not 'm the least apprized or apprehen- 
me of any attack from the English, but on the Ohio, and to Iho East- 
ward. The troops going to Oewego ib looked upon only aa a rein- 
forcement of that garrison ; and Colonel Johnson's eaterprize will bo 
looked upon only as a design of buildiag a strong fort on the carrying 
place» — a report of which they have had for some time. The Governor 
of Canada has acquainted the Caghnawagas, that he has nothiDg 
against it, if they do not come over the noiddle of the carrying place ; 
so far he allows the English to have right, but if they do, he is deter- 
mined to oppose with force. This ia what all the Caghnawagai lately 
here, and the French gentleman mentioned in my last> agree in. 

I have obtained an actual survey of Oswego and the fort there ; 
also an actual survey of the greatest part of the way between that 
place and this, the maps and plans of which I shall have ready at New 
York. Several of the principal India traders have promised me that 
if your Excellency chooses it they will attend you to Oswego, or 
wherever else you please ; — some of them may be of great use. 

There are no sailors to be had here, and I believe but few lat New 
York. If yOu can get about twenty good ones at Boston, we mp-y I be- 
lieve make up the remainder at about fifty shillings sterling per month. 

By a sloop Just arrived frotn New York I hav? an account of the 
arrival of a. Vessel^ there in twenty -eight days fron^ Lonjlon, wiiieh 
brmgk advice ibaVwBr is speedily expected^ J "."''' ^^'* ♦'^^'***^^'^ ^''' ^ 

'- - • if tfie wirfd** fafr I ahalivset out for New Ydrit ffiis ^ft^%6fe* 

L:.:c:;:c I;::^ i-!) •:.::; . ' ' j ^^ ^^ ': ' v il 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, June 6th, 1755. 
Sib, 

The last letter I wrote to your Exodlency was of the 27th of 

May from Albany. That day I left Albany, and came here last 

/SUday. Since that time I have been employed in despatching from 

hence the stores and provisions for the Niagara expedition; vl^iiope 

^ -'fhe^wbble of tltose will be froinvkeiice hf tfie^i^dl^f ^ii 5teek. 

G'ioLcr:::::/.j 'io \.'. \J i^ '. il < -^' ^-'1 t':c^:i s./:) i.cv.O 
c::T //:.:^c :..•..; L Viol --...r i ' :<),X/:i l ::■::' lo) J:,r-:i 
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Yesterday I received the duplicate of jour Excellenc/s favour of 
the 24th of May, with the addition thereto, and copy of your letter to 
Governor Delance/. It is likely the original of the latter will not be 
produced to the Council or to the world here, and that some luud of 
excuse will be made to your Excellency for Olwer^^ assertions in the 
presence of Mr. Fiteh — wherefore^ I shall not let them know that I 
have a copy of that letter, till it is probable they have wrote you in 
aaswer thereto ; for Oliver has often^ince his return fropi Ponneeticut, 
made the same assertions liere, with other things unbecoming him ; 
aad I doubt not but by bis answer ^ will iring some contradiction on 
himself* In the meantime the matter shall be truly represented to the 
proper persons here. , . 

jj In my last lettefj I acquainted your Excellency that I had directed 
two storehouses to be built on the carrying place ; but on talking to 
Colonel Johnson about it, ho told me he thought it would displease 
the Indians to do it without their consent, and promised me that he 
would use his eudea^'ours to obtain that at the meeting of the six 
nations at liis houge, which is to be about this time ; wherefore I di- 
rected the matter to bo Euspeuded till tben, and shall now write to 
Colonel Johnson that it may go on. ;..;.. 

We are now fitting out with provisions and necessaries tl^etwo hun- 
dred men for Sir William Pepperell's regiment, which your Excellency 
has ordered to encamp on tlie carrying place j which shall all be ready 
to-morrow. But I do not expect Uiey will move &pm hence till Mon- 
day or Tuesday next, as some of the officers for that service are still 
out recruiting. By Saturday, I hope to dispatch Captains Breadley 
and Laforey, with all the remainder of the stores for the vessels, and 
that they will be so forward as to be at Schenectady ready to embaik 
when the two hundred men are there. I am, dec. 



THE SAME TO TEt SAME. 

New YoaK^: Jtme 9th, 1755. 

The fpri^oing is a.popy of my Js^st, which went by Captain 
Owen {via Rhode Island) who is going by order of Commodore 
Keppel to Funda bay, to take command of the Vulture Sloop. The 
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▼acanoy thereby made of the Oswego and Ontario is fiUed by Captain 
Laforey, who is arrived here from the Conmiodore for that purpose. 

Your Excellency's favour of the 2d I have received^ and shall imme- 
diately write to Mr. Stevenson of Albany to have materials ready In 
i^ase you should order a hundred batteaux more ; and if you do deter- 
mine to have ihem^ it w91 be best to let Mr. Stevenson know of it 
direct from Boston, as it will save a good deal of time. 

The CounoU here on Friday last agreed to spare your Excellency 
seven oi the eight brass cannon here — six twelve pounders, and one 
eighteen pounder. » * • ♦ ♦ * • 

Those seven hrass cannon were yesterday put on board of a Sloop 
for Albafiy; also, seven iron nine pounders, to be oxchatiged at 
Albany fer six pounders (for Ihe defence of Oswego) there being no 
dx pounders here ; the carriages for the latter, we had made here^ are 
also going up. 

Mr. Morris and I now write to the Conunittee at Philadelphia, to 
proceed as you direct with regard to the provisions. About 120 bar- 
rels of beef, which came frotn thence lately, we took into store to wait 
your further orders ; but we shall now send them to Mr. Emerson. 

What articles we have yet paid for (of those your Excellency ordered) 
we have taken receipts for on the accounts; but, for the foture, we 
shall pay all accounts in the presence of one or two witnesses, who 
may swear to the honafde payment of them, and your Excellency 
may depend that we shall endeavour to have all our accounts as clear 
and as well vouched as the nature of the business will admit of. 

We^have enlisted fourteen good seamen at j&8 10 00 this currency 
. per monA; besides two riggers at six potmds; and a gunner at 
j^ 10 for the Oswego and Ontario ; and hope to get some more in 
the morning, and to send them all away, with the officers, to-morrow. 
Since writing the above, I have received your Excellency's favour 
by Thorp, with a copy of your letter of the 1st to Governor DeLancey— 
and shall do therevritfa as you have directed. I am, 6cc. 



THE SAME TO ROBERT HUNTER MORRIS. 

Niw Tons, June M, 17S6. 
Snt^ 

I do ahnost deserve your diqdeaanie, but have hopes mX yoa 

iviQ foigire me for not writing you^ from time to time^ what is doing 
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lierei and di*t you will attribute it to my being necessarily out of town 
and in a great hmry of bnsinees.— which word the real canses^and 
on promising very fairly to write yon hereafter as oflen as I can. 
The best way now of lettipg you Imow what is done here by yoor 
nephew Lewis and me towards the Niagara expedition^ is to send you 
copies of our letters to Governor Shiriey, in which we have^ from 
time to time^ acquamted him with what we were doing. Of mine, 
you have copies herewith ; and, as it \^ Sonday/ 1 can't at present send 
you Lewis's ; but you shall have them by next coiiveyance. I know 
it will give you pleasure to hear that Governor Shirley expresses great 
satisfaction at what is done— which he does very politely in all his 
letters to us. 

By letters which we have from Boston by this post, and by express, 
I find Governor Shirley's regiment begins to move from thence to- 
morrow for Providence, where vessels are ready to take them in. 
Captain Kiuner is appointed aid-de-camp. * * * * * 

I am, &c. 
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PROSPECTUS. 

Tt is m tended to continue this publication Qtmrterly, EacTi number 
will contjiin about fifty pages, ocUvo, formin*; a volume each year of 
two huiidj'cd pages, with p.iper cover, title pag-Q and iadex ; and it 
hriffg the object of the Sock/y to wiake the puUtcation the means of 
tlijftmng infere^img and vahmble informatmnt Qnd not a muTce of 
profit t ii ts intended that the qnanthy of muHer shall inereme with the 
increase of jiatronage, itilhmt tmy addilion ia tJte price, 

Teums. — ^One dollar per anniitn in advnuce ; and a Copy will be 
sent gratis to any intlivMual procuring six suliscriberg, and forwarding 
the money therefor* Single numbers wi!l be supplied at tlifrtyse^ea 
and a half cents each. Subscriptioite will be received by any of the 
otficers of tlie Society, or they can be forwarded through the post 
oiBx^e (post paid) to eith»?r of the SecretarieSj or to Mr. James Ross, 
Treasurer, at the office of the Newark Daily Advflrtiser. 

Stibscribora for the ensuing year, and those already indebted, are 
earnestly recjuested to forward their Bubscriptions witliout delay. 



Of Mr, Ross can also be obtained the Society's '^ Colleettons,'* 

YoL L contains *' East Jersey under the Proprietary Govern men ts* 
a Narrative of Events connected with the settlement and progress of 
the Province, until the surrender of the Govei nment to the Crown in 
1702» Drawn principally tVoin original sources J by Wiluah Ai 
Whitehead* With ati appendix, containing the model of tbe Cjot^- 
ern merit of East New Jersey In America, by George Scotti of Pitlo- 
cliie, now firet reprinted from the original edition of i085/' pp» 353 — 
pi ice ^3,0(1 

VoJ.iL contains "Tlie Life of Williana Alexander, Earl of St ©r- 
Jing; Major General in tlie army of the United States, during the Re* 
volution^ with selections from his Correspondence, by his Grandson, 
\VTLLiA3f Alexander Duer, LL.D.," pp.284 — price 91»00. 

Vol I JL contains " The Provincial Courts of New Jersey^ with 
Sketches of the Bench and Bar, by Richard S. Fleld/' pp» 324 — 
price §1,50* 
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PEOCEEDINGS 



OV THX 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. VI. 1851. No. I. 

SoMERviLLE, Sept 11th. 1851. 
This being the day designated by the Executive Committee for the 
meeting at this place, the Society convened in the Court House at 12 
o'clock ; the President, Hon. Joseph C. Hornblower, LL. D., being 
in the Chair, and the Hon. James G. Kino, one of the Vice Presi* 
dents, also in attendance. 

Mr. Hayes being absent, Mr. Jacob Van Arsdale was appointed 
Recording Secretary pro tern., and read the minutes of the last meeting. 

The Corresponding Secretary submitted the correspondence 
since May, and laid upon the table letters from Cteorge Green, Esq. 
of Dayton, Ohio, and David Bishop, Esq., of New Brunswick, in 
acknowledgement of their election as members ;^-frog[i Hon. Georob 
FoLSOM, Charge d' Affaires at the Hague ; Charles T. Jackson, M.D* 
of Boston, and Prof. Joseph Henry, Secretary 6f the Smithsonian 
Institution, transmitting dofaations for the library ; — from G. M. Wil- 
KINS, Esq., and L. G. Morris, Esq., of Westchester, New York, in 
relation to matters connected with the publication by the Society of 
the papers of Governor Lewis Morris ; — from the Historical Societies 
of Pennsylvania and Connecticut, and the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety, and from various individuals in relation to the Society's opera- 
tions. 

He also stated that he had received within a few days a package 
of valuable pi^mj[Jilet8, transmitted, unsolicited, by the Royal Society 
of Northern Antiquaries at Copenhagen, as a donation to the Society 
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from that distinguished body. From one of these pamphlets he read 
some passages relating to the Ante-Colambian discoveries in America 
— a subject in which the Copenhagen Society has taken great interest 

The letter of Hon. Geo. Folsom, accompanied a copy of Lambrecht- 
sen's History of Nieuw Nederland, with an Eulogy on the author, 
.delivered at Middleburg, in the province of Zealand in 1824. Only 
a few copies of these works remained unsold at Middleburg, and Mr. 
Folsom very considerately purchased them for distribution among the 
public libraries in the United States. 

Besides these, other donations were announced in the report of the 
Librarian. 

The Treasurers' report exhibited a balance in the Treasury of $532 
76, with a large amount of arrearages due. 

The Committee on Publications reported that since the last 
meeting, another number of the Society's periodical had been issued ; 
completing the 5th volume of the " Proceedings," which, as a whole, 
would be found to contain much valuable information for both the 
■ local and general Historian. They regretted that they had still to no- 
tice the remissness of members receiving the Periodical, in not for* 
warding their subscriptions promptly to the Treasurer. 

The Committee also reported that the papers of Governor Lewis 
Morris were ready for publication, should the Society think proper to 
direct them to publish another volume of CoUectiona The papers 
are accompanied by an introductory memoir, giving a sketch of the 
life of Governor Morris, prior to his entering upon his duties in 
New Jersey in that capacity— the papers furnishing all needful in* 
formation of his- subsequent career, — and explanatory notes are ap* 
pended to the different documents, rendering the volume, to a consid- 
erable extent, a documentary history of the political events of New 
Jersey, from 1738 to 1746. During that period, a constant struggle 
was kept up between the Executive and General Assembly, and the 
volume will throw much light upon the relations of the governed and 
their governors, not only then, but during the whole of the Provincial 
Era. There are occasional references to the public men of the day 
and to various topics of interest, which add materially to the value of 
tl^ papers, and the Committee were assured that their publication 
would prove creditable to the Society, and be in accordance with one 
of the main objects of its organization — the dissemination of authen* 
lie materials illustrating the history of the State* 
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It was recommended to embellish the vohime with an engraved 
pory-ait of Governor Morris, the use of an original likeness, in the 
possession of L. G. Morris, Esq., of Westchester, N. Y., having been 
tendered the Society for that purpose. 

The Committee submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That another volume of Collections, comprising the pa- 
pers of Governor Lewis Morris, be published, under the direction of 
the Committee on Publications, so soon as the condition of the Socio* 
tj^s funds from subscriptions to the volume, or other sources, may 
in their estimation warrant the procedure. 

On motion of Mr. Fibld, the report was accepted and the resolu* 
tion adopted, 

Mr. Whitehead, from the Committee on Purchases, reported that 
the additions made to the Library in that way had been few since the 
last meeting ; that some exertions had been made towards perfecting 
the Society's collection of tile public documents o# the State, as well 
as its files of early newspapers, but with little success. The coope- 
ration of all the members, in obtaining volumes of the pamphlet laws 
and of the Minutes of the Legislature in past years, was earnestly so* 
licited. , 

Reports from Committees on Monumental Inscriptions being call* 
ed for. Rev. Dr. Mbssler submitted copies of those in the Lutheran 
Burying Ground at Pluckamin, prepared for the Society by Rev. R. I. 
Blair, with some notices of the Church and place. It was in this 
ground that the British Captain Leslie was interred who was mortally 
wounded in the Battle of Princeton. 

Mb. Congab urged the members residing in the old towns of the 
State to comply with the wishes of the Society, and prepare similar 
returns ; remariLbg upon their value to those engaged in genealogi- 
cal researches, 

Hon. James G. Kiko, f^om the Committee charged with the man- 
agement of the Colonial Document Fond, submitted the following re- 
port: 

The Committee would refer to the several Reports made to the 
Society in 1848, 1850 and 1851, and have now to state that, since 
the last meeting of the Society, tiiere have been received from Mr. 
Henry Stevens nine volumes of a Historical Index of New Jersey 
Colonial Documents— embracing the period from 12th March, 1664, 
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to ?3d December, 1175, more than one hundred years— each volume 
containing two hundred manuscript cards, or 1800 in all. • 

As a part of their Report, the Committee desire to include extracts 
from Mr. Steven's letter of 20th July, 1851, as follows: 

" By the last steamer 1 sent you, through Mr. Putnam, the result of 
my investigations into the early history of New Jersey. The work 
fills nine volumes in quarto cases, covered with blue morocco, and 
having locks and keys. The entire work consists of eighteen hun- 
dred separate cards, each containing an abstract of some paper rela- 
ting to New Jersey, found in the Queen's State Paper Office. A refer- 
ence to the particular place where each document may be found is 
given, together with the date, and its length in the number of folios. 
A folio as estimated in the State Paper Office consists of 72 words, 
afid the official price of having copies made, being regulated by law 
at four pence per folio, the price of copying each document may read- 
ily be estimated. <rhe cards are arranged chronologically, two hun- 
dred in each case, and each case has the first and last date lettered on 
the back. 

The work has been much more laborious than I at first anticipated, 
and even now is not so complete as I would like to make it. As far 
as we have gone, however, nothing has been omitted ; but as we are 
groping our way, as it were blindfolded, through huge folios of manu- 
scripts badly arranged, it is impossible to tell what may yet turn up. 
The whole field for the regular search in the State Paper Office has 
been gone over ; but still there are other miscellaneous volumes, and 
recent additions, which have not yet been examined thoroughly, though 
I know that some forty or fifty documents are among those papers* 
and perhaps more may yet be found, though probably not many. 

From these calendars I have wholly omitted three very important 
series of papers, which exist in the State Paper Office, from the great 
difficulty of making intelligible abstracts. These are — 

1. Journals of the House of Representatives of New Jersey, toler- 
ably complete, from 1703 to 1775 ; the most of which prior to 1728 
being in manuscript, and the rest printed. 

2. Minutes of Council in Assembly of the Province of New Jersey, 
from 1734 to 1775, nearly complete, in manuscript 

3. Minutes of Council of the Province of New Jersey, from 1768 
to 1775. These are all in manuscript, and are of the greatest im- 
portance. 

On the 15th Nov. 1849, 1 wrote you fully about these three series of 
of papers, and sent you full lists of them chronologically arranged. 
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The work has already cost me considerably more than the snm I 
mentioned ; but as the work is still incomplete^ I should like to go* on 
with it, and receive payment in proportion to the number of details 
found. Should the Society resolve to print the calendar in their tran- 
sactions, I should like to add a preface of 20 or 30 pages, and also a 
list of all the printed books, and parts of books, illustrative of New 
Jersey history. I will only add, that I have added to the calendar 
abstracts of a few documents that I knew were printed, but I thought 
it best to tell where the originals were.'' 

In regard to the three series of papers enumerated ^in the preceding 
letter, the Society will remember that their attention was called to 
them, as appears in their printed proceedings of May, 1850, and the 
matter seems then to have been finally disposed of. 

In reference to the completion of the work entrusted to Mr. Stevens, 
which he desires to go on with, and at an expense of not more than 
£25, your Committee have instructed him to proceed with the same, 
not doubting that the requisite sum will be forthcoming from individual 
subscription, if the Society do not make an appropriation for that 
object 

Supposing that the calendars would be printed by the Society, your 
Committee have also requested Mr. Stevens to prepare and forward 
the preface to be written by him, together with the list of printed 
books and parts of books, illustrative of New Jersey history. 

Your Committee, in conclusion, present for adoption the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, ** That the thanks of the New Jersey Historical Society 
be presented to Henry Stevens, Esq., now in London, for his dlscrim^ 
ination, good judgment and fidelity in the selection and arrangemeQ,t 
of his Index of the Colonial Documents of New Jersey, and that a 
copy of this resolution, duly authenticated, be transmitted to him by 
the Secretary." 

On motion of Dr. L. A. Smith, this resolution was adopted. 

One of the cases received from Mr. Stevens was presented for the 
inspection of the Members, and received the attention to which the 
value of its contents and the extreme neatness — ^not to say beauty, of 
the manuscript entitled it 

Some conversation ensued as <o the propriety of renewing the ap- 
plication to the Legislature for the adoption of measures looking to 
the procuren)ent of the Minutes of the Council and Assembly, which 
are wanting, but it was thought useless to do so, so decidedly adverse 
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to the views of the Soeiety had the representathreB oi the people 
shown themselves heretofore. 

[Subscriptions for the further prosecution of the work will be re- 
ceived by either of the Committee — Messrs. J, G. King, W. A. Whiter 
head, and P. S. Daryee.] 

Mr. D0RYEE, in behalf of the Committee on Nominations, reported 
favorably upon the names of several gentlemen which had been re- 
ferred to them — who were all duly elected members, and new nomi- 
nations were recdved 

From Mr. F, B. Chetwood was received a small MS Book con- 
taining beads of sermons preached by the Rev. Timothy Edwards (fa- 
ther of President Edwards) in 1707 — ^written in such small characters 
.as almost to baffle an attempt at decyphering without the use of mag- 
nifiers. 

Rev. Geosob G. Schbnck presented an original letter from Robert 
Morris, the able Financier during the Revolution, dated October 19th, 
1781, detailing the political and financial condition of the States at 
that time. 

Mr. Sam'l H. Congah presented fac-similes of many of the first 
settlers of Newaric. 

Rev. A. B. Paterson presented a copy of an Original Diary in his 
possession, kept by a gentleman of Sir Henry Clinton's suite, while 
inarching through the State witii the British Array, prior to the Bat- 
tle df M(5nmouth ; and stating many circumstances connected with 
that conflict. 

While a motion to adjourn for dinner was pending, an informal but 
interesting discussion arose, relative to the religious habits of General 
Washington ; prompted hy the relation of an anecdote by the Rev. 
Dr. Provdfit, which he was disposed to credit, and desired to see in 
print, to the efiect that the General on one occasion called for a Bible 
at a tavern in Princeton, and, after stating that it was his invariable 
custom to commence the day with religious exercises, read a chapter 
aloud in the presence of Mrs. Washington, and the ofiicers of an 
escort which accompanied him from New Brunswick, and then made 
an extemporaneous prayer of much beauty, and highly appropriate to 
the circumstances of the times. 

Mr. Field, in view of all that has been written by Sparks and 
others of the character and disposition of Washington, as well as of 
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his moral and religions sentiments^ freely canvassed the probabilities of 
the story ; and the President, Rev. Dr. Davidson, Dr. Messler, M r» 
Bradley and Rev. Mr. Sherman, joined in the conversation, which 
elicited many illustrative details of Washington's habits, drawn from 
various sources, and which were liB.tened to with much interest The 
result, apparently, was a sincere conviction in the minds of all, that 
the high moral and religious character of Washington was too firmly 
established, to call for confirmation at this late day from any single 
circumstance of doubtful import, resting for credence upon the memo- 
ry of individuals or traditionary statements. 
The Society then adjourned for dinner. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Society re-assembled at three o'clock, when the Rev. G. C. 
ScHANCK, of Pompton, read a short paper intended to identify what 
is known as the ** Round Valley " in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon 
County — with the seat of the Raritan King — mentioned in Beau^ 
champ Plantagenefs account of the Palatinate of New Albion. 

President King, of Columbia College, on rising to move tho 
thanks of the Society to the author, alluded to the mystery which en« 
shrouded the proceedings of Lord Ployden, and said that any researchea 
calculated to establish positions or circumstances mentioned by Planta* 
genet could not be otherwise than advantageous to the Society. 

A paper was then read by Mr. Whitehead, ^ On the Facilities for 
Traveling, and the Transportation of Mails and Merchandize before 
the Revolution" — which was followed by one " On the Trial <^ the 
Rev. Wm. Tennent for Perjury, in 1742," by Richard S. Field, Esq.,. 
of Princeton, in which the alleged supernatural circumstances attend- 
ing it were shown to be capable of easy explanation ; and furnishing 
some information respecting the notorious " Tom Bell " who was the 
cause of Mr. T.'s prosecution. 

Thanks were voted for these papers, and copies requested for the 
Archives of the Society, and it then adjourned to meet at Trenton on 
the third Thursday of January next 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORBESFONDENCE AND PAPERS. 

Laid htfon (he Soddy, Sept. \\(k, 1851. 

FROM THE HON. GEORGE FOLSOSl 

Leoation of the U. S. to the Netherlands, > 
The Hague, May 6/A, 1851. \ 
Sra : — ^^I beg leave to present to the Library of the New Jersey His- 
torical Society a copy of Lambrichtsen's History of Nieuw Neder- 
land, comprising the State of New Jersey as well as New York, under 
the Dutch government. A translation of this work appeared a few 
years since in a volume of the Collections of the New York Histori- 
cal Society. I also send a E'llogy on Lambrichtsen, delivered at Mid« 
dleburg, in the Province of Zealand, in 1824. 

Only a few copies of these books remained unsold at Middleburg, 
and I have purchased them for distribution to public libraries at home, 
that they might be preserved. I shall be glad to learn that they are 
acceptable to your Society. 

Very truly and respectfully. 

Your obed't ser*t, &c. 

GEO. FOLSOM. 
To the Corresp'g Sec'y of the N. Jersey Historical Society, 



FROM GEORGE GREEN, ESQ. 

Dayton, O., My Zd, 1851. 

I had the honor some time since of receiving your letter, together 
with the official evidence of my election to a " Corresponding mem- 
bership of the New Jersey Historical Society,*' for which you will be 
pleased to accept my thanks, with the assurance to the Society that I 
shall always be proud of every mark of confidence or respect from 
my native State, and that I shall not forget her interests whenever it 
shall be in my power to promote or favor them. 

I venture to send a paper, found in an pld trunk of my father's, who 
was an old resident of Sussex. It may throw some light upon the 
^arly modes of transacting business in the Colonies. 
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I win state one ikct, of whioh I have often heard my &tiher speak* 
He was a Quaker^ and therefore a non-combatant — but singular as it 
may appear, he always voted and acted on the Whig side as far as 
possible. You aro probably already aware of the fact, of which I 
have often heard him speak, that Sussex in olden times was full of 
Tories. He then resided on the Peaquest, about two miles, or there- 
abouts> south of Greensville. He dealt in Leather, and formed a plan 
when Washington retired to Morristown with his suffering barefooted 
army, to do what he could for their comfort He managed to procure 
a load of shoes and took them down to the army, but was actually 
obliged to transact the whole matter with the greatest secrecy, and 
cover his operations with another more ostensible design, to prevent 
his Tory neighbors from attacking him and frustrating his purpose. 
He succeeded, however, in putting the shoes in the possession of the 
Army, and I have often heard him dwell with great satisfaction upon 
the fact, and felicitate himself that he had been enabled to do some- 
thing for those brave men, although he could not join them in action 
for conscience sake. 

With great respect, I remain with great 

Respect truly yours, 

GEO. GREEN. 

W. A. Whitbhbad, Esq., Sec^y, &c. 



• FROM CHARLES C. RAFN, ESQ., SECT, &c. 

Copenhagen, June 4, 1851. 

The accompanying " Guide to Northern Archeology '* is sent to 
your Institution as a gift from tiie Earl of Ellesmere, who has inserted 
in it some observations concerning the Ante-Columbian History of 
America. 

By the same opportunity, the Royal Society of Northern Antiqua* 
ries sends some copies of an abstract of its last published Report for 
your Library, and for the President and other Members of your So- 
ciety. 

It is not expected on account of the enormous expense of postage 
that you will give yourself the trouble of acknowledging the receipt 
of tlds, unless at the same time you may have something of especial 
interest to communicate to the Society, which will in that case be 
gladly received. 

CHAS. C. RAFN, Sec'y R. S. N. A. 

The Historical Society of New Jersey. 
2 
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LETTER FROM HON. ROBERT MORRIS, 
FretaUed by Rbt. George Schen ok« 

Office of Finance, OctoftV 19/A, 1781. 
Sir : — I am now to address yon on a subject of great importanca 
I am to detail some facts, which will demand the most serious Atten- 
tion from every Legislature, and from every Public Officer in the 
United States ; it is my Determination to administer the Affairs in- 
trusted to my care] According to Plans which are founded on sinceri- 
ty and Truth. Convinced of the folly of our Enemy in supposing any 
considerable Body of Men in the United States, are opposed to the 
revolution, I am persuaded that in order to remove the greater part 
of our Difficulties the first proper Step is to state them fully to the 
People thro' their Representatives ; It shall therefore be a part of my 
study to prepare every Transaction for the Public Eye, so that the 
meanest Individual, may be in due time informed of those affairs in 
which as a free Citizen he is interested. The various reports which 
have been circulated, the Publications in the several Gazettes, and 
even Letters, from some who ought to have known better, all these 
things have conspired to infuse an Opinion that every Power in Eu- 
rope is favorable to us, that great sums of money are already ad- 
vanced to us, and that still greater may be obtained. Whatever may 
be the fate of my Administration, I never will be subjected to the re* 
proach of falsehood, or Insincerity, I therefore take the earliest moment 
in which I am permitted to make those Communications, which will 
give an insight into our real situation. With respect to the situation and 
Politics of Europe, it is neither.my business to detail them, nor am I 
in a capacity to do it with certainty, but this at least is certain, that 
the disposition of the European Powers however friendly, has been 
too much relied on. As a proof, I need only observe that not a single 
state has acknowledged our Independence except France, altho' our 
alliance with that respectable Monarchy has subsisted near four Years, 
and that Monarchy is certainly the first in the World. It is in the 
closest connexion with Spain, Spain has long been engaged in the 
war, and still longer solicited to form an Union upon the basis of the 
Treaty with France, the armed Neutrality which gave such splendid 
hopes to many has not yet produced the benefits expected. I will not 
proceed on the Ground of Conjecture, nor is it necessary for me to 
dwell longer on our Political State with respect to Foreign Powers ; 
but as there is little reason to expect, so I hope there is no American 
who would wish, an Alliance with any Empire on Earth untill they 
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shall be 80 eensible of our Importance as to treat on Principles of 
Equality ; the Public opinion as to the conduct of other Princes, and 
States, has greatly injured us by relaxing our exertions, but the opinion 
as to pecuniary aid has been still more pernicious. People have flat* 
tered themselves with a visionary Idea that nothing more was necessary 
than for Congress to send a Minister abroad, and that immediately he 
would obtain as much as he chose to ask for ; that when he opened a 
Loan hundreds would run to see who should have the honor of sub- 
scribing to it, and the like*; but surely a moment's reflection should 
have convinced every reasonable Man, that without clear prospect of 
repayment People will not part with their property. Have the Efibrts 
to borrow in this Country been so successful as to ground any hopes 
from abroad, or is it to be supposed that Foreigners will interest them* 
selves more in our prosperity, or safety, than our Citizens ? — or can it 
be believed that Credit shall be given abroad before solid Funds are 
provided at home ? — or could it be imagined that the disorders necessar- 
ily incident to a great revolution would be considered as a better 
source of Trust, and Confidence, than the regularity and consistency 
of antient Establishments? The Congress, conformably to the public 
wish, have appointed ministers, requested Grants, and opened Loans, 
in Holland they have got nothing, and in Spain but very little. Loans 
were expected from Individuals in Holland, but nothing of that sort 
has been nor probably will be obtained. Loans were not expected in 
Spain unless from the King, and from him they have been solicited 
with but little success. The distressed situation of Public Afiairs 
forced Congress to draw bills of exchange on their ministers; some 
were drawn on France, some on Spain, and some on Holland ; the 
first were honored and paid, the others were accepted, but the recourse 
was finally had to the Court of France for payment of those also. 
They were drawn at long sight, the sales were slow, they were re- 
mitted from time to time, and every opportunity aflTorded the United 
States to obtain the money's for discharging them, but in vain. Of 
consequence these Bills have been regularly referred to the Court of 
France for payment, and this has done us injury by anticipating the 
aid which France has been disposed to afibrd us ; and at the same 
time has justly alarmed, and greatly embarrassed, the French Ministry. 
These things it appears necessary that you should know and your Le- 
gislature will undoubtedly draw the proper Inferences ; they will see 
how much has been suffered by delaying to draw forth the resources 
of our Country, and relying on the empty bubbles of hope, instead of 
the solid Foundations of Revenue. They will I trust clearly see that 
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all dieir hopes & expectations are narrowed down to wbat Franoe 
may give or lend : but here, as in other cases, delusion takes place of 
reality ; we flatter ourselves with ideal prospects and are convinced of 
our folly by the fatal crisis of national distress. In order that yon may 
clearly understand the succor afforded by France, I enclose you an 
account lately extracted from a statement furnished to Congress, by the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of his most Christian Majesty. You wiU 
observe that his Majesty granted to the United States, a subsidy for 
the current Year of six Millions Livres, and on a representation of 
our distresses he was pleased to become security for a Loan to be 
opened on our account in Holland ; and when it appeared that there 
was little probability of obtaining any money there in season, he furth^ 
agreed that the sum to be borrowed, should be advanced for us in the 
first Instance from the Royal Treasury. Thus the gift, and the loan, 
together, amount to sixteen Millions of Livres, which would, if in this 
Country, be equal only to two Millions nine hundred and sixty two 
thousand nine hundred and sixty two Dollars ; altho' at the rate of 
estimating Dollars in France it is there equal to three Millions five 
hundred and sixty thousand Dollars. I have been thus particular 
with respect to the amount of this sum because the difierence oi 
Currencies very often tends to deceive those to whom their real value 
is not a familiar subject of their Attention. The enclosed account is in 
Livres, and the two first Articles, contain the total of the grant and 
loan, amounting to sixteen millions Livres, the remainder contains the 
deductions to be made ; the two first articles whereof amounting to 
two millions three hundred thousand Livres, is for the payment of 
the bills drawn on France, Spain and Holland, which I have already 
mentioned, the produce of the ^ales whereof had been applied to the 
public service long before my appointment ; the next article, being two 
millions of Livres, is appropriated to the payment of Interest bills, 
wherefore no part of it can be applied to other purposes ; the fourth 
article I need say nothing of here as it has long been in the mouths 
of every body, ike fifth and sixth articles, are for those Stores which 
were laden on board of four transports by order of CoL Laurens, 
three of which have safely arrived and the other put back in distress. 
The seventh article, is in consequence of the loss of that valuable 
ship the Marquis De la Fayette ; which contained a great number of 
public Stores, the replacing of which is necessary for the army ^ its 
operations and which will amount to that sum. The last article con* 
tains the amount of monies deposited to answer my drafts, which 
have been made from time to time, and the produce appropriated to 
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■the services of the current year: on the whole there remains a balance 
of three millions sixteen thousand, four hundred and ninety-nine 
Livres: this, with the sum brought by Col. Laurens, may be con- 
sidered as of the value of about One Million Dollars, which is the 
utmost ; for it would exceed that only by twenty one thousand five 
hundred , and seventy four Dollars, if it were in this country. Thus 
then you see the extent of that pecuniary succor, which has filled the 
minds of all with such teeming Expectations, narrow'd down to one 
million of Dollars ; but by the best accounts and estimates I have 
been able to procure, this War has hitherto cost about twenty millions 
annually. I do indeed expect that the future Expenditures, will be 
greatly curtailed but it must be rem'bered, that the most rigid econo- 
my has its bounds, and that it cannot exist without the punctual per- 
formance of those engagements on which the first steps towards it 
must depend. As soon as the proper Estimates for the next year can 
be made out, the Demands founded on them will be stated, and I 
shall shortly advertise for Contracts, as the most effectual mode of 
husbanding our resources : I feel it my duty however to observe that 
a note this day sent to Congress, of some of my principal engage- 
ments for money, amounts to upwards of two hundred thousand 
Dollars ; yet the calls for it from every Quarter are incessant I 
would gladly quit the subject of Foreign Supplies, and Expectations 
here, but it is necessary that the States should know all, and I should 
not answer the views of Congress, if 1^ did not add that the Court of 
France place the aid now afibrded us, among the number of those 
extraordinary efforts which cannot be repeated. That declaration 
that no more pecuniary Assistance can be afibrded to us, is as plain 
as language will admit of ; and altho' applications on the subject 
may and probably will be made by our Ministers to the Court of 
Versailles, yet surely no prudent Man would form any reliance on such 
applications in the face of such a pointed and expressed assurance 
to the contrary : and especially when to every request a short answer 
can be made by askii^ what we have done for ourselves. Sir I must 
speak to you most plainly, while we do nothing for ourselves we can- 
not expect the assistance of others. This is a very painful subject to 
dwell upon, but a consideration of great magnitude remains behind 
and sooner or later must come forward : prudence therefore bids us 
examine it now, and provide for it in season. The neglect of funding 
the Public Debt has introduced a practice of issuing Loan Office 
Certificates for the Interest due on other Loan Ofiice Certificates ; this 
I have absolutely forbidden, nor will I ever consent to it ; such accu* 
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tnulatlon of Debt whQe It distresses the Public and destroys its credit 
by no means relieves the unhappy Individual who is a public Creditor ; 
for if revenue is not provided, increasing the Certificates would only 
lessen their Value, this would be such a fraud as would stamp our Na- 
tional Character with indelible marks of Infamy, and render us th^ 
reproach and Contempt of all Mankind. It is high time to relieve 
ourselves from the Ignominy we have already sustained, and to rescue 
and restore the National Credit — this can only be done by solid reve- 
nue. Disdaining therefore those little timid artifices which, while they 
postpone the moment of diflSculty, only increase the danger and 
confirm the ruin ; I prefer the open declaration to all, of what is to be 
expected and whence it is to be drawn to the Public Creditors ; there- 
fore I say that until the States provide revenue for Liquidating the 
Principal and Interest of the public debt, they cannot be paid. And to 
the States I say, that they are bound by every Principle which is held 
sacred, among Men to make the Provision. I have gone thro' the 
Task which I proposed to myself, in writing your Excellency this 
Letter, which I pray you to communicate to the Legislature of your 
State ; I hope the Congress will soon be enabled to transmit their 
Requisitions and I shall endeavour that these be as moderate as possi- 
ble, but I must pray that every Man whether in public, or private Life, 
will seriously consider the necessity of complying with those requisi- 
tions. It is not by the brilliant successes of War, the splendor of con« 
quest, or the shouts of victory, thfft a wise ministry are to be af- 
fected ; the superiority of National Resources, is the secure Ground 
on which to hope for success, and the superior Resource steadily and 
perseveringly applied, must eventually obtain its objects. It is for 
these Reasons that the Enemy have hoped every thing from the De- 
rangements of our Finances, and on the other hand, as I am well in- 
formed, it is from the Establishments of a National Bank, and the 
forming of Contracts, to supply our Armies, that they have the great- 
est apprehensions. By the bounty of the Almighty, we are placed in 
the situation where our future fate depends on our present Conduct ; 
we may be happy or miserable as we please. If we do our duty now, 
this War will soon be brought to a close. If not, it may last for many 
Years ; and what will then be its termination, is not in human wisdom 
to foresee. Thoroughly convinced that the Enemy must ask-Peace 
when we are in a Condition vigorously to prosecute the War, and 
that we shall be in that condition whenever our AfiTairs are reduced 
to order, and our Credit restored ; and that for these purposes, nothing 
more is necessaryi than a proper system of Taxation^ I cannot avoid 
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e:xpre8Siiigmy eenttments on fhe subject, la all the warmth with which 
they flow from my Heart ; I hope and pray the facts I have stated may 
meet with that calm attention which is due to their Importance, and 
that such measures may be taken as shall redound to the Union ^ 
Interest of the United States. 

I am Yr's &c. ROBT, MORRIS. 



COPY OF A JOURNAL, 
By Andeew Bill, Esq., 

At one time Confidential Secretary of General Sir Henry Clinton. Kept doling tlie 
march of the British Army through New-Jeney, in 1778. 

Preiented by Ret. A. Bell Pateeson^ 

June Vtth, 1778, W, — At night, about 9, crossed at Cooper's feny, 
where was all the baggage of the army. The movement from Phil- 
adelphia was sooner by several days than was expected, the whole of 
the baggage being on Jersey side, the Grenadiers and Light Infantry 
were marched to the lines, where they lay on their arms till next 
morning. 

T., ISth. — Sir Henry Clinton, with the army from the lines, crossed 
at Gloucester, having marched on the back of the town. Early this 
morning, Gen. Leslie marched from Coopers with the Rangers and 
Yagers in the van of the baggage, to Haddonfield, where we arrived 
about 9 o'clock, and were soon after joined by Gen. Clinton with the 
whole army^from Gloucester. Gen. Knyphausen having already arriv* 
ed at this place. 

P., 19(A. — Gen. Clinton ^loved with 3 Brigades of British, — leaving 
Gen. Knyphausen with the Hessians and two British Brigades at 
Haddonfield, — ^to Evesham, about 8 miles, and encamped. Gen. Les- 
lie, with the advance guard as before, fell in with a small party of the 
Rebels, who only kept a running fire in a scattered manner, but the 
Yagem Hid the business with the Captain who commanded, (Beasly) 
who was buried this evening. 

5., 30/A, — Marched from this place at 4, and met with no interrup- 
tion from the Rebels the whole day. Saw a man sitting by the road 
side who belonged to the forementioned party, and had been wounded 
by the Yagers with swords, in a dangerous way. He proved a de- 
serter from the 28th regiment — (executed.) A light "horseman of 
theirs was found in the wood, wounded, yesterday, but was so obstin- 
ate as not to tell the route his comrades had taken. We arrived at 
Mount Holly at 11, and halted. The Rebels, to the number of 1300^ 
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ttndef Maxwell, had been here 16 days, and inarched wi<h precipitant 
tion yesterday morning, having received information from a Yager 
who deserted to them. Major Joe Bloomfield was among them.— 
The inhabitants had sent all their effects ont of this place, but were 
sorry for it yhen they met with such civility from the army. At a 
small distance from this town a bridge was broken down by the Reb- 
els, which when our people were repairing, were fired upon by those 
villains from a house, two of whom were taken, three killed, and other 
two ran into the cellar, and fastened it, so that were obliged to bum 
the house and consume them in it 
I June 21, S, — Remained here all day. At 9 o'clock A. M., Gen. 
Knyphusen arrived with his Division from Haddonfield by way of 
Moorestown : he had no kind of interruption. 

June 22, M, — The whole army moved from Holly, and halted at 
Black Horse, 7 miles, which place the Rebels left this morning. Max- 
well and Dickerson, with 2 or 3,000 men, were informed here that 
Washington was crossing the Delaware to oppose us. The rebels ap- 
pear to be throwing up works at a little distance from us on the road 
to Crosswicks. 'Tis said Stirling and Wayne are there. Their for- 
ces cannot be great, and therefore can give us very little trouble. — 
The people have all left their houses here except the women, who 
expec^ that by the regard commonly shown to their sex, to^ave the 
property oTtKose who, from their conscious guilt, have fled from the 
hand of justice. Sir Henry Clinton took the utmost care on the 
march to preserve the peaceable inhabitants by placing a light horse- 
man to protect them till that wing had passed. Gen. Leslie, with his 
brigade, flanked the army at 17 miles distant, and joined us here at 
three o'clock. 

June 23, T. — Gen. Clinton, with Lord Comwallis' Colunm, con- 
sisting of 1st and 2d Battalions Grenadiers and 1st and 2d Light In- 
fantry, with Hessian Grenadiers 2 Battalions, and 1st, 2d and 3d 
Brigade British, moved on at 5 o'clock A. M. to Crosswicks. Gen, 
Knyphausen with the Hessians, and Gen. Grant with 2d British 
Brigade followed in another column. Brig. Gen. Leslie with 6th 
Brigade British and Yagers took the Bordentown road. About a 
mile before we reached Crosswicks, information was received that 
the rebels were making a show of resistance there. The 16th Dra- 
goons flew to the place and received the fire of about 600 musketry, 
witliout loss. The rebels had retu-ed over the bridge and destroyed 
it, which gave them an opportunity of getting off* with safety, and 
prevented us pursuing them. During the firing across the bridge and 
along the creek, the Rangers behaved with their usual spirit Capt 
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Stevenson, of their light company, unfortanately had a wound through 
his left breast, which it is thought will prove mortal. He was the 
only one we had hurt There were three rebels killed by our cannon, 
which came up in good time to cover our workmen at the bridge, 
over which, when repaired, the Light Horse Rangers and Ist Battalion, 
Light Infantry instantly crossed and pursued them two ' miles — ^bnt a 
creek being in the way, and the rebels having taken up the bridge, 
were obliged to return with seven prisoners. This place is eight 
miles from where we started this morning ; we halted here all night 

JuTie 24, W. — The army marched in the before mentioned order to 
AUentown, four miles — the rebi4s had been here in the morning and 
torn up the bridge, which retarded us a short time. The Light Horse 
and Infantry pursued them four miles, but could not come up with 
any number, and brought in a few stragglers prisoners. Gen. Knyp* 
hausen's column encamped this night in and about Emlaystown, 
three miles distant Gen. Leslie's Brigade joined us here. 

June 25, T. — Gen. Clinton marched at 5. with his division, and met 
Gen. Knyphausen's column, having their ground on the road to 
Freehold, which was the route of the whole army. The rebels had 
taken post near Brunswick and Amboy, expecting us that way, but 
were outwitted by the march to a different quarter. Gen. Knyphaa- 
sen moved and encamped on the borders of Freehold township, 13 
miles in the van. Gen. Leslie followed, and Gen. Clinton, with the 
rear division, halted at the Rising Sun, seven miles from AUentown. 

June 26, F. — Gen Knyphausen's column moved to Freeholdtown, 
4 miles, where the remainder of the army arrived at 10 A. M ., 19 miles 
from Rising Sun — a very warm day — very tired. 

June 27, ;S>. — ^The whole army halted here this day. A deserter from 
Washington's army informs that the rebels are extended along our 
left flank and are very numerous. A Light Horseman came in soon 
after and confirmed the other's story, with the addition that they ara 
determined to attack our rear and aim at the baggage. 

June 28, S. — The Rangers went at 1 this morning to take post in 
the wood back of the Court House, where they were attacked by a 
lai^e body of the enemy, and defended themselves with astonishing 
bravery. The two flank companies and the mounted, being detached 
from the regiment with Col. Simcoe, and were principally beset, suf* 
fered most The horse charged a great force coming against them in 
three columns, and when instant destruction threatened the corps, as 
the rebels had got between them and our army, they got clear of the 
wood by a finesse of the Colonel's. 'There were none of them lulled^ 
3 
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and about 6 or 8 woun&ed, some dangerously. Col. Simcoe received 
a wound in the arm. During this time Gen. Clinton was advanced 
up the lane behind the town, with four regiments drawn up across 
the field. Gen. Knyphausen marched at 7 with all the baggage of 
the army in the rear of his column. Gen. Clinton's Division then 
followed, and as the Grenadiers and* light infantry were quitting the 
town, they were attacked by Fayette's Division, which pressed down 
the lane above mentioned, but were repulsed the same road, and pur- 
sued by these 2 corps and the 42d and Guards — a very smart action 
now ensued, which lasted with great obstinacy half an hour. The 
rebels stood much better than ever they did, but were finally obliged 
to give way, though at least four to one. The other part of the ar- 
my in this division were advanced on their march about 6 miles, 
when the rebels first attacked, and the heat of the day prevented 
their coming up in time to join in the action. Col. M onckton and Li 
Vaughn, of Artillery, were killed. Major Gardiner, Capt. Powell, 
Capt fiellow, Capt. Deig^iton, and Lieuts. Gilchrist and Willis wound- 
ed — about 200 killed and wounded. The weather destroyed more 
than the action, ^is generally thought the rebels have lost 2500, as 
Geir*CBnTon"was master of the field, and had an opportunity of ob- 
■serving. 'Tis said Lee is killed, and a French General. We took 
60 prisoners ; from them we learn the rebels had 25,000 men in the 
field this day, and Gen. Washington was there. The army remained 
in the field till 12 at night, when the General withdrew them and 
parsued his march to Middletown. About 50 of our wounded were 
obliged to be left at Freehold for want of Wagons, and all the Reb< 
els, wounded, giving their parole as prisoners. Gen. Knyphausen en- 
camped within 3 miles of Middletown. 

June 29^^, 3f. — Gen. Clinton came up to Knyphausen's encamp« 
ment at 6 in the morning, about 13 miles from Freehold. At 10 the 
whole army was in motion, and marched to Middletown, 3 miles, 
and encamped on the heights about it. Espied Lord Howe's Fleet 
off the Hook. 

June 30, T. — At 1 1 in the night the army marched towards the 
Hook about three or four miles, and halted on the Never Sink, near 
the Ba/. 

July 1, W. — Remained here all the day. No firing of consequence 
«ince the action on Sunday. 

July % T. — Received with infinite joy permission to go to New- 
York, which makes this by far the happiest day of any in the march, 
• as I ehall embrace diose who possess my truest love ; the hope of 
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which alone has supported me through the fatigues attencling a cam- 
paign. Heaven grant that they may be as truly rejoiced to see me as 
I shall be to see them. I have no reason to be apprehensive, but the 
effect of absence is doubtful. I thank God that the sacred flame of 
friendship is as ardent in my breast as when I left them, and that nei- 
ther time nor absence has produced any abatement 



MEMBERS ELECTED. 

SEPTEMBER 11th, 1851. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 
Theodore Runyon, Newark, George M. Robeson, Newark, 

George B. Halsted, Newark. 

Rev. GuttavuB Abeel, D. D., Newark, 
William Taylor, M. D., Newark, Abraham O. Zabriikie, Jertey Citjfs 

HONORARY MEMBER. 
Rev. William Allen, D. D., Northampton, Moms, 

CORRESPONDING MEMBER. 
Rev. Edwin Hall, D. D., Norwdlk, Conn. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 11th, 1851. 

From the United States, — Thirty-seven Vols, of Public Documents of 

1st Session 31st Congress. 
From the Regents of the Utiiver^y of iV. York, — ^The 64£h Annual 

Report of the Board of Regents. 

The 4th Annual Report of the Regents on the condition of Natural 

History — 3 copies. 

The 3d vol. of the Documentary History of New York, by Dr. 

O'Callaghan. 
From Thos, S. Allison, Secretary of State N, Jersey, — Acts of 75th 

Legislature of N. J. 

Halsted's Chancery Reports. Vol. 2. 
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Report of State SuperiGtendent of Public Schools for 1847> '48^ 
•40/50 and '61. 

Report of Trustees of School Fund for 1829, 1842 and 1846. 
Treasurer's Report for 1850 and 185 L 

Report of Committee on Block of Stone for National Monument. 
Population of several counties of N» Jersey by Census of 1850. 
Report of Committee of Ways and Means on Finances of the State 
for 1861. 

Report of Committee on House of Refuge for 1851. 
Report of Joint Committee on Apportignment of Members of As 
sembly under the Census of 1850. 
Supplement to the Tax and School Laws. 

Report of Joint Committee of the Legislature on the Lunatic Asy* 
lum, for 1851. 

Rules of the Senate of New Jersey for 1851. 
Joint Rules of the Senate and Assembly for 1851. 
Rules of House of Assembly for 185L 
Gov. Fort's Inaugural Address for 1851. 

Message of the Governor of N« J. and accompanying Document 
for 1851. 

Report of State Directors of Delaware & Raritan Canal and Cam* 
den & Amboy Railh)ad Companies for 1851 • 
Annual Bank Statements for 1851. 
N. J. State Prison Report for 1851. 

Fourth Annual Report of Officers of the N. Jersey Lunatic Ayslum 
for 1851. 
,From the Smithsonian Institution. — Smithsonian Contributions to 
Knowledge. Vol. IL 

Notices of Public Libraries in the tJ; States. 
From the N. England Historical and Genealogical Society, — The 

N. E. Historical and Genealogical Register. Vol. 4, and No. 1, 2 

and 3 of vol. 5. 
From the U. S% Bureau of Indian 4^at»'«.^-Ethnological Researches 

respecting the Red Men of America. 
From the Hon, Geo. Folsom, Charge d* Affaires at the Hague. — Eorte 

Beschrijving van de Ontdekking, en de verdere Lotgevallen, van 

Nieuw Nederland, &c. dec. don Mr. N. C. Lambrechtsen, Van 

Ritthem, &c. dz;c. 

Lofrede op den edel wel geboren Heer Nicolaas Comelis Lam* 

brichtsen^ dsc. ^c. don A. C. Van Citters. 

Lettre de Dr. 6. D. J. Schotel, Ministri Evangelique de Tilbouig k 
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M. T. De Wj»e, Professenr de rUnivenit^ de ]>ydd> Sar Lei 

Archives du Royaume a La Haye. 

The same in the Dutch language. 
JPitmt the Rev. Lewis Bond, Plainfield. — A Quarter Century Sermon, 

preached in the 1st Presbyterian Church of Plainfield, N. J., Jan. 5, 

1815, by Rev. Lewis Bond, Pastor. 
JViant Hon. James G. King, M. C. — Report on the Geology and Topo« 

graphy of a portion of Lake Superior Land District in the State of 

Michigan, by J. W. Foster and J. D. Whiting, U. S. Geologists, in 

two parts. Part I. Copper Lands. 
From Gideon Ross, Esq., WestJield.-^A Writ in Chancery, directed 

to Josej^ Marsh, Sen'r, Joseph Marsh, Jun'r, and Jonathan Crain, 

on complaint of John Earl, of Stair, John Penn, Thos. Penn* 

Richard Penn, and others, dated Aug. 5, 1754 ; signed Thos. Bar. 

tow, crk. 

From George Green, Esq., Dayton, OAto.-^Bond of John Cougle to 
Eph. Green, of Sussex Co., N. J., dated Aug. 11, 1775> 
A Judgment on the same, issued by Isaac Martin and Timothy 
Symmes, Judges of Sussex Common Pleas, dated May 8, 1782. 

From AUx. B. Thompson, ZV. York. — The Institution of the Society 
of Cincinnati, &c. <&c. 

From Robert Nichols, Newark. — Examination taken June 27, 1776, 
of James Mason before Phil. Livingston and Gov. Morris, concern- 
ing a supposed Spy, dsc. &;c. A copy certified by Elisha Boudinot, 
Return of men enlisted in tlie N. Jersey Brigade, by Lt Nathan 
Wilkinson, during the present War (Revolution). 
. List of Articles delivered by Nathan Wilkinson, Br. Q. M. to Gen. 
Maxwell's Brigade, Dec. 1, 1778. 

From William A. Whitehead, Newark. — Spirit of Missions. Vol 15, 
for the year 1850. 

Appeal of Com. Stockton to the people of N. Jersey in relation to 
Railroad and Canal Contracts. 

Address of Southern and Western Liberty Convention held in Cin- 
cinnati. June, 1845. 

Address and Proceedings of the Democratic Convention held at 
Rome. Aug. 183a 

Speech of Mr. Brown, of Burlington, in favor of Camden and Key 
Port Railroad Co. in Legislature of N. J. 
Manual of Common Council of N. York. 1845-6. 
Report of Committee on Judiciary of Legislature of N« Jersey on 
ceding State Lands to Jersey City 
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Report of Joipt Special Committee of the N. Y. Common Comicil 

relative to the Albany and N. York Railroad. 

Navy Register of the United States for 1847. 

Report of Directors of the N, Y. and Erie Railroad Co. for 1844. 

Report of Directors of the Del. & Raritan Canal and Camden & 

Amboy Raih-oad Co/s for 1844. 

Charter, By-Laws, &c. of N. Y. Chamber of Commerce for 1844. 

Eighth Annual Report of Managers of the N, Y, Institution for the 

BHnd. 1844. 

Correspondence on the Importance and Practicability of a Railroad 

from N. York to N. Orleans, by De Witt Clinton, Esq., Engineer. 

The unconstitutionality of the Law of Congress prohibiting private 

mails. 

Hunf s Merchant's Magazine for Jan. 1845. 

The Naval Magazine for March, Sept and Nov. 1837. 

The Report of the Treasurer of N. Jersey for 1847 and 1849. 
From C. iV. Buck, of Jersey City. — The Pennsylvania Gazette for 

1812. • 
From haac iV. Tucker, Newark. — ^The Prisoner's Memoirs, or Dart- 
moor Prison. 

A Century Sermon, preached by Rev. Dr. Macwhorter. Jan. 1, 1801. 

A Funeral Sersom on the death of Gen. Washington, by the same. 

Monumental Inscriptions of persons executed by the orders of Gen. 

Jackson in 1815. • 

Defence of a Liberal Construction of the Powers of Congress as 

regards Internal Improvenfents, dec, by Hon. Geo. McDuffie, with 

preface by Maj. (now Gen.) Hamilton. 
From James W. Wall, Esq,, Trenton, — Pioceedingsof the Bench and 

Bar of N. Jersey on the death of Gen. Garret D. Wall, and the 

Eulogium pronounced by Hon, L. Q. C. Elmer, at Trenton, April 

2, 1851. 
From Charles T, Jackson, M, 2>., Boston, Mass, — Report on the Geo- 
logical Survey of Mineral Lands in the U. States, by C. T. Jack* 

son, M. D. 
JFVow Rev. Jonathan F, Steams, D. D,, Newark. — Eulogy on the Life 

and Character of Gen. Zachary Taylor, President, &c., by Rev. 

Geo. L. Prentiss. New Bedfonl, 1850. 

A Historical Discourse commemorative of the organization of the 

1st Pros. Church in Newbury port, Mass., by Rev. J. F. Stearns, 

Pastor, drc. 1846. 
From Rt. Rev. Geo. W. Doane, D. D,, LL. D., Bishop of the Diocese 
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of New Jersey. — The Christian Minister, dec. Bishop Doane's 7th 

Charge. 

Bishop Doane's Address at the funeral of Rev. Dr. Ogilby. 

Bishop Doane's Jubilee Sermon. 1851. 

Bishop Doane's Fourth of July Oration. 1851, 
From Wm, J, Allison, of Burlingfon, N, J, — ^Memoir of Quamino 

Buccan, a pious Methodist, by W. J. Allison. 

Abridgement of Supreme Court Proceedings, by Chas. Kinsey, Esq* 

Decision in Chancery of the case of Hendrickson and Shotwell. 

An Appeal to the Legislative Council and General Assembly of N. 

Jersey in behalf of the religious Society of Friends, <&c. 

A short sketch of the evidence in favor of the Abolition of the 

Slave Trade, delivered before the House of Commons. London, 

1792. 

The Constitution of the N. J. Society for promoting the Abolition 

of Slavery, &c. 1793. 

Cases adjudged in the Supreme Court of N. Jersey, relative to the 

Manumission of Negroes and others held in bondage. ' 1793. 

Minutes of the 2d, 3d, 5th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th Conventions of 

Delegates from Abolition Societies in the U. States. 1796 to 1805 

An Act of the State of New Jersey respecting Slaves. 1798. 

Address, of the President of the N. Jersey Society for promoting 

the Abolition of Slavery. 

A blank certificate of Membership of the N. Jersey Society for the 

Abolition of Slavery. 

An Engraved Miniature of Capt. Paul Cuffee. 

An Engraved Portrait of Nath'l Cole, M. D., late of Burlington, 

N. Jersey. 
From S. H. Pennington, M, D., Newark — A Copper Centime Coin 

(Regno Lombardo Veneto). 1812. 
From Rev. Andrew Bell Paterson, Princeton.— The Port Folio (Den« 

ny's). 8 volumes. 
From the Earl of Ellesmere, — Guide to Northern Archeology, by the 

Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of Copenhagen, edited for 

the use of English readers by the Earl of Ellesmere. 
from Chai. C, Rafn, Secretary of the Royal Society of Northern An* 

tiquaries. — Sundry copies of an Abstract of the Proceedings of 

that Society. Feb. 15,1851. 

Sundry copies of " Extract des Statuts Constitutiffs de la Societe 

Royale des Antiquaures du Nord avec la liste de sesMembres Fond 

a tears. 
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AN IXaUIRY INTO THE LOCATION OF 

MOUNT PLOTDEN. 

THE SKAT OF THE BABITAN KING: ^ 

A FAFEB9 

Rmd h^9n iks New Jertejf Wttmal Soekisf, Sq^mitr lltft, ia51» 

BT 

REV. GEORGE C. 8CHANCX. 



Fkox the highest points of land bordering on the Raritan Bay, 
the prominent features in the distant landscape, when looking to the 
West, are, as first meets the eye, the mountain range in the vicinity 
of Boundbrook, inclining to the North: or, inclining to the South near* 
ly opposite, the Rock mountain, terminating at Nashanie ; while fur« 
tiier still, and looking up, the great central valley of New-Jersey— 
the valley of the Raritan — we see appearing with more irregular and 
bolder features than either of the former, the Round Mountains ia 
the vicinity of the White House ; called in former timed by the Indi- 
ans, Kushitunk. This mountain we suppose to have been the one 
designated by the English as " Mount Ployden," mentioned in the 
pamphlet entitled " Description of New Albion/' published by 
Beauchamp Plantagenet, Esq., in 1648. 

The description of this mount, as the singular and romantic seat of 
the King of the " Raritans," in the days of their prosperity, before 
encroached on by the white man, is quoted in a note on page 24 of 
the work by Mr. Whitehead— " East Jersey, under the Proprietors :"— 
^the quotation is as follows : " Twenty miles from Sand bay Sea, and 
ninety from the ocean, next to Amara hill, the retired paradise of the 
children of the Ethiopian Emperor ; a wonder, for it is a square rock, 
two miles compass, 150 feet high, a wall like precipice, a strait en- 
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trance easily made inyincible, where he keeps two hondred (or his 
guards, and under is a flat valley, all plain to plant and sow." 

This deecription in correspondence with the general character of 
those in the pamphlet in which it is found, is doubtless vague and ro* 
mantic, and yet embracing statements founded on facts. Those of a 
prominent character are likely to be correct, as it is somewhere rela- 
ted ot the author, or of the one for whotn he wrote, that he spent 
some months among the Indians, and in all probability was at the 
place he describes. 

Presuming, then, there is a locality answering the statements we 
speak of, and that, at the time referred to, the name of Ployden was 
applied to some prominent feature in the assumed possessions of Sir 
Edmund. It seems most probable, for the purpose of honoring and 
perpetuating his name, it would be given to such mountain as present- 
ed the most single and boldest feature in the country around ; and, 
therefore, more likely to be the single and higher Round Mountain 
than the one near Boundbrook, as represented by a respected author 
in a handsomely written and affecting tale of Indian love, published 
some time since in the Somerset Messenger, the scenes of which was 
laid in the mountain gorge at that place. Again, for Mount Ployden, 
as the seat of Indian royalty, we must look not to the first prominent 
eminence that occurs in passing upward, but to a second, as ^' Mount 
Ployden is next to Amara hill.^ 

. The location of the Raritan Indians, ^ho appear to be the same 
jLS those some times spoken of as the Naraticongs, was along and in 
the vicinity of the Raritan, particularly on the north side of the river; 
and were probably so called by the whites, as other tribes were, from 
the stream along which they resided, while the Indians used their own 
peculiar names by which they designated among themselves their sev- 
eral tribes. 

At the earlier periods within the range of authentic history, they 
resided higher up on the river, and more in the vicinity of the moun- 
tains. In the " History of New Netherlands," it is related that this 
tribe occupied a rich and fertile valley, situated between two high 
mountdns, some distance the one from the other, through which flow- 
ed a fresh-water river that disembogued in the Navesink bay, lying 
between Sandy Hook and Staten Island. The account of Planta- 
genet, wTitten about the same time with that of the original from 
which O'Callaghan derives his statement, must refer to a former lo- 
cation of the Raritan Indians, for O'Callaghan further states that 
some 30 years after this (that is, alter they were first known to Enro- 
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peiuii,) the J were *' forced to migrate from their former eonntry, by 
the spring freshets which destroyed their provisisions, and by the re* 
peated attacks of the Minsi and Delaware Indians, whom the Dutch 
distinuished by the name of Sankhicans.'' It appears they moved 
fiirther down on the Raritan, nearer the whites, for about 1641 they 
entered into a treaty of peace with the Durch, and which they for« 
ever after preserved unbroken, even when all the neighboring tribes 
raised the hatchet against the inhabitants of New Netherlands,^ In 
these subsequent times of their history, they fixed their principal seat 
at Piscataway, and here their kings, or two principal chiefs, Ca-nack* 
a-wack and Thingorawis resided, when in 1677, itiej conveyed awaj 
their lands in that vicinity. 

But to recur to the account of their former seat : it is stated to have 
been twenty miles from Sand bay Sea. The distance to our supposed 
site from Raritan Bay, somewhat exceeds this ; but yet in a descrip- 
tion somewhat vague, corresponding sufficiently near. But it is fur* 
ther represented as ninety miles from the ocean. This distance 
should be considered as that part of the shore of the ocean to which 
this tribe was in the habit of resorting. The shore of the ocean near- 
er, to them being frequented by another tribe, the Navesincks. The 
Raritans, it is stated, " came down to the ocean about Little Egg Bay 
and Sandy Barnegate,'' or what is now the southern part of Ocean 
county. The distance from this point somewhat exceeds, yet still 
corresponds sufficiently near to the situation we assign to Mount 
Hoyden. 

It is spoken of as a " Retired Paradise.'' No other spot within 
our knowledge so well answers this representation as the Round Val* 
ley, enclosed by this mountain. It is about two miles in diameter, 
and its general form is that of an immense bowl. Excepting one or 
two narrow entrances, it is entirely surrounded by a narrow ridge of 
mountains, ridng to varying heights from about 150 to 500 feet above 
the surrounding country, with a very steep ascent on both sides; so 
as properly to be represented as a " wall-like, precipice." The valley 
has a fertile soil and gently varying surface, and presenting from the 
elevated points overlooking it, a romantic and beautiful aspect It 
was here, as if in keeping with the character of the place, given it by 
Plantagenet more than a century before, that Mr. Walter Rutherford 
and Mr. John Stevens, the forefathers of the' respected families of 
that name in this State, and who at that time, in connection with Mr. 
James Parker, owned the entire valley, retired with their families for 
iafety from the dangers and tormpili of the war of the Revolution. 
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The ondet for the small stream widi yuAdth the vafiey is Wfttefed, b 
a narrow gorge on the sonth-west, leading down to the south branch 
of the Raritan, and can only be seen when looking in the line of its 
direction. It may be here, or at the other point of access^ two hnn« 
dred guards were kept to defend the abode of the Rarltan King. 
That this valley was the former abode of Indians is evident, from die 
fact that to the present generation of inhabitants the tradition has beeii 
handed down, that the Indians living there were formerly natoerons. 

Below on die highly fertile bottoms of the South B«*anch, or in the 
plain country of the smaller streams leading into it, may be found the 
*^ flat valley all plain to plant and sow/' The Indians as well as 
whites knew where to select the choicest lands for such agricultural 
purposes as they needed, and there are some traditions still preserved 
of Indian planung lands along the branches of the Raritan, and in the 
vicinity of the Mounts where we attempt to fix the former seat of 
Indian Royalty. 
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REVIEW OF TRIAL. 



It was in the year 1742, and while Robert Hunter Morris was 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, that a trial took place at Tren- 
ton, which created no little interest at the time, and of which the most 
marvelous accounts have been handed down to us. I allude to the 
well knowy trial of the Reverend William Tennent for Perjury. 

Mr. Tennent was certainly a most extraordinary man, and some of 
the incidents of his life were so strange and unaccountable, that man j 
have not hesitated to ascribe them to supernatural agency. More es- 
pecially has this been thought to be the case with ragard to his trial 
for perjury. The Rev. Dr. Alexander, in his interesting Biographical 
Sketches of the founder and principal alumni of the ** Log College," 
inclines to the belief that all the wonderful events which are recorded 
of Mr. Tennent, may have been the result of natural causes, with the 
slight exception of what happened in connection with his triaL 

The only printed account of this memorable trial of which I have 
ever heard, is to be found in a memoir of William Tennent, originally 
published in ^ The Assembly Missionary Magazine," in the year 1808. 
This memoir is understood to be prepared for the press by the late 
Dr. Bondinot, of fiurlington, but from materials furnished him by 
others. That Dr. Bondinot took pains to inform himself with regard 
to this trial, and with that view consulted the records of the court, I 
happen to know, for in looking over the old minutes of the Supreme 
Court, not a great while since, I found a note in his hand writing, 
kddressed to tlie clerk, and requesting copies of all the entries in the 
ease of Mr. Tennent This note or memorandum was found between 
two sf the leaves of the book concerning some of the entries, and had 
no doubt been laying there for nearly half a century, 'i'hat a portfon 
of the entries, however, escaped the eye of the Clerk, and were never 
subjected to the inspection of Dr. Bondinot, I think probable. 

The indictment upon which Mr. Tennent was tried, was one of a 
series of indictments, all growing out of the same transaction — the 
alleged stealing of a horse by the Rev. Mr. Rowland. And the indi* 
vidual who was the cause of all the woes and perils which befel the 
unfortunate gentlemen who were supposed to be implicated, was the 
notorioui Tom BelL It is impossiUeto read the accounts which are 
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gtven of di0 oool impadenoe and villaioy of this man withoat feeling 
some cariosity to know something more about him, or at least to as* 
certain what became of him, and whether he was at last overtaken 
by that jastice which he so long eldded* 

Which of the Colonies had the honor of giving birth to this distin- 
guished personage, I have not been able to discover, nor by what 
course' of previous training he became fitted to enter upon that career 
of successful villany by which he so signalized himself* It is not un« 
likely that the early years of one so accomplished in his way had 
been passed abroad^ and that he was but practising here the arts 
which he had learned in a foreign school. Be this as it may, he cer* 
tainly filled a very large space in the public eye at the time of which 
we are speaking. His exploits would not suffer by a comparison with 
those of a Jonathan Wild or a Jack Sheppard ; and in this age of 
novel writing, when there is so great a demand for heroes such as he, 
the only wonder is that he has not beon made to adorn the pages of 
some romance founded upon our early history. The most fertile fan- 
cy could hardly picture a more perfect villain. He was an adept in 
all the arts of fraud, of theil, of robbery, and of forgery. But his 
chief amusement seems to have consisted in travelling from one part 
of the country to the other, personating difierent individuals, and as« 
suming esery variety of character. By turns he was a sailor, a mer- 
chant, a lawyer, a doctor, a preacher ; and sustained each character 
in such a way as for a time to impose upon the public. He had re- 
sisted every colony on the continent, and parts of the West Indies ; 
knew every body of any note, and talked of them familiarly, as if 
they were his particular friends. We hear of him in Barbadoes under 
the name of lliomas Burnet. In Virginia and the Caroliuas he figur- 
ed for some time as the Honorable Fairfax Wentworth. Now he is 
the son of Col. Floyd, a gentleman of fortune from Long Island ; 
and then we find him passing himself off as the son of a Mr. Living- 
ston of New York. Now we hear of him on board of a vessel at 
New Castle as a merchant, robbing the captain's wardrobe, and steals 
ing his red breeches ; and then as one of a gang of caunterfeiters of 
provincial bills at their log house in New Jersey. He was repeatedly 
worsted, but always contrived to slip through the fingers of the law. 
Although indicted in almost every one of the middle colonies, in some 
way or other he always escaped punishment It is really amusing 
to see the notices which are taken of him in the newspapers of that 
day. You can scarcely open one of them, without the name of TiM» 
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'fdl ttariag you ia tko &c«r Thus in the Prahsj^ftnia Gazel^ of. 
Febniarj lOthi 1142, we find the following annoiiaeement : 

^' Thursday night last, the notorious Tom Bell arrived in this city 
from IVf aryiand. He pretended to be the son of a Mr. Livingston in 
New York. But being suspected he was sent for by the Mayor. At 
first he denied himself to be Bell, but the Mayor happening to re- 
member him, having some years since commiUed him to Sussex Jail 
for Forgery, he at length acknowledged himself to be the person, and 
was committed to prison for want of security. He has, it seems, made 
it his business for several years to travel from colony to colony, per- 
sonating difierent people, forging bills, letters of credit, dec. • • • 
In Barbadoes, he was the Thomas Burnet that raised the per. 
secution against the Jews. In the Jerseys, he was the Rowland that 
occasioned so many prosecutions, which, ('tis said) he now owns. In 
Virginia, Maryland, the Caroliaas, New York and New England, he 
has b^en Fairfax Wentworth, &c. &c. We hear that a very exact 
description of his person, dec, is intended to be published and dis- 
persed thro' all the plantations to prevent further impositions." 

Again, in the same paper of June 16, 1743, we find the following : 

*' The notorious Tom Bell freed himself from confinement last 
Saturday night, and is now taking a tour thro' the Colonies apfmrelled 
completely. *'Tis not doubted but he will take to his old practices ctf 
assuming gendemeri's names, pretending intimacy with those of note, 
distress by loss of vessel and cargo, d^c. dec, and thereby impose on 
the compassionate and credulous." 

In the same paper of July 14, 1743, we find a letter from New 
York under date of July 11 : 

** Yesterday was sevennight, the notorious Tom Bell, who latelj 
made his escape from Philadelphia, was at the ferry opposite this cky. 
He crossed over from this side early in the morning in a Pettyauger, 
without either coat or waistcoat, and went to a public house there, 
when having breakfasted, he called for pen, ink and paper, and pre« 
tended he was going to write to some of the most conmderable gen- 
tlemen of this city with whom he was well acquainted, but could uo\ 
aee them until he was provided with clothes to appear in. He said he 
had lately come from sea, where he bad met with misfortunes, and 
had lost upwards of 600 pounds, and insinuated he was the son of a 
gentleman of fortune at the east end of Long Island ; but being soon 
known and challenged, he denied that he ever heard of such a man as 
Tom Bell ; y^t he said that whoever Tom Bell was, he was a man: 
that deserved compassion^ and taking bia ha^ he thought fit to make 
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i\A t>Mt of lilt way CritI at tti^ baek do6i*» ah^ ii h6 doiiU gone to 

plaj his prank I where he is not in so tnoeh danger of being known.** 

Fromihe Pmntt/lmnkL Qatette qf July 81, 1743. 

" We hear from Lotig I&land that the notorious Tom Bell has been 
playing his pranks there, and last week he was pursued and taken by 
a person whom he had defVauded ont of some money, under pretence 
of being a son of Col. Floyd's, and brought as far as the ferry, where 
he found means to make his eseape, and is not yet re^takeh. He has 
been since seen in this city ; he is a slim fellow, of thin visage, and 
pale complexion, and as the public has had such frequent notice^ it is 
hoped they will take of him/' 

The notices of him towards the last become more frequent and 
earnest, and the public were evidenlly getting excited upon the sub* 
ject The capital letters of his name grow larger and larger, nntily 
in a paragraph in the Penn' (>asette of July 12> 1744, they assume a 
most portentous magnitude. The paragraph is as follows : 

^The famous sharper, TOM BELL, being again in this city, was 
apprehended a few days ago, and committed to prison for an old mis* 
demeanor.'' But> I take it for granted^ he soon <* freed himself from 
confinement " again. 

His last appearance, so far as I have been able to trace him, is in 
the character of an informer against some eounterfeitefs yrho carried 
on their operations in New Jersey. These were doubtless the gang 
who were engaged in forging the bills of credit of this Colony, and 
which the Legislature and the Courts had so much trouble in ferreting 
out In consequence of the information he gave, his accomplices 
were apprehended and punished^ but he, as usuidy was suffered to 
Escape* 

But by far the most brilliant of all Tom Bell'i achievement wai 
unquestionably that, ont of which grew the indictment against Mr» 
Tennent It so happened that Bell bore a striking resemblance to 
die Rev. Mr. Rowland, a popular preacher of the day, the friend and 
associate t^ Whitfield and the Tennents. One evening Bell made his 
appearance at a tavern in FnneeUm, dressed in a darii ^y frock 
eoat He then met Bff. John Stockton of thaft place, liie fotfaer of 
Richard Stockton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independ* 
ence, who, coming up to him, at once accosted him as the Rev. Mr. 
Rowland, and invited him to his house. Bell assured him tiiat he was 
mistaken^ and that his name was not Rowland. Mr. Stockton ac« 
knowlec^ed his error, and told Um it proceeded fh>m the very close 
(•semblance wUeh. h» bore t» that gentleman. This huit was enoogii 
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for Tom BelL It at ooce occurred to him, that here was a chance 
for playing one of his best tricks. The very next day he went into 
what was then the County of Hunterdon, and stopped at a place 
where Mr. Rowland had occasionally preached, but where he was not 
well known. Here he introduced himself as Mr. Rowland, was in- 
vited to the house of a gentleman in the neighborhood, and asked to 
preach on the following Sabbath. He consented to do so, and notice 
to that effect was accordingly given. When the day arrived he ac* 
companied the ladies to church in the family wagon, while the master 
of the hoi^ rode along side on a very fine horse. As they approach* 
ed the church. Bell suddenly discovered that he had led his notes 
behind him, and proposed riding back after them on the fine horse. 
This was at once agreed to, and Bell mounted the horse, rode back 
to the house, rifled the desk of his host, and took his departure, leav- 
ing the assembled congregation to wonder what had become of the 
|lev. Mr. Rowland. 

We may imagine the satisfaction which Bell must have derived 
from this exploit. Mr. Rowland was a noted preacher of great pun- 
gency and power, and thundered the terrors of the law against all 
impenitent sinners. He was called by the professed wits of the day, 
** Hdl Fire Rowland.'' He was literally a terror to evil doers, and» 
therefore, it may be presumed, an object of peculiar aversioQ to Tom 
BelL The idea then of bringing such a man into disgrace, and at the 
same time of pursuing his favorite occupation, must have been doubly 
pleasing to him. ^ 

Mr. Rowland was at this time absent from the Colony. He had 
gone into Pennsylvania or Maryland, in company with Mr. Tennent, 
and two pious laymen of the County of Hunterdon, by the names of 
Anderson and Stevens, for the purpose of preaching. As soon as 
they returned, Mr. Rowland was charged witn the robbery of the 
horse. At the next Term of the Oyer and Terminer for the County 
of Hunterdon, an indictment was preferred against him. Great was 
the excitement produced by this event, owing in part to the peculiar 
state of the Colony at this time. Through the labors of Mr. Whit- 
field and his associates, among whom were Mr. Tennent and Mr. Row- 
land, a great revival of religion had taken place in the Provinces. 
Put there was a party in tiie Colony who were very hostile to this 
religious movement, who denounced its authors as fanatics and en- 
thusiasts, and some of whom did not hesitate to brand them as hypo- 
crites and imposters. Conspicuous in the ranks of this party was, I 
•ip sprry to sayi our Chief Justice Robert Hunter Morris, who what^ 
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ever other claims he may have had to respect, was certainly not dis- 
tinguished either for his reh'gion or his morality. To such men, this 
charge against Mr. Rowland, one of these very preachers who were 
turning every* thing upside down, was, of course, an occasion of great 
triumph and rejoicing, and the most strenuous efforts were made to 
procure his conviction. The grand jury at first refused to find a bill 
against him, but they were reproved by the Court in an angry manner 
and sent out again. They again returned without an indictment; 
but the Court sent them out a second time, with threats of punishment 
if they persisted in their refusal ; and then they consented to find a 
true bill. Thus Mr. Rowland was subjected to the ignominy of a 
trial. A clear case was made out on the part of the prosecution. A 
large number of witnesses swore positively that he was the identical 
person who had committed the robbery. On the other hand, the de- 
fendant called as witnesses Messrs. Tennent, Stevens and Anderson^ 
who all testified, that on the very day on which the robbery was com- 
mitted, they were in company with Mr. Rowland, at some place in 
Pennsylvania or Maryland, and heard him preach. An alibi being 
thus clearly proved, the jury without hesitation acquitted him. 

But still the public inind was not satisfied. The person whose horse 
had been stolen, and whose house had been robbed, was so convinced 
that Mr. Rowland was the robber, and so many individuals had, as 
they supposed, seen him in possession of the horse, that it was re- 
solved not to let the matter drop. Tennent, Anderson and Stevens 
were therefore arraigned before the Court of Quarter Sessions of 
Hunterdon, upon a charge of having sworn falsely upon the trial of 
Rowland, and indictments were found against each ot them for per- 
jury. These indictments were all removed into the Supreme Court. 
Anderson, conscious of his innocence, and unwilling to be under the 
imputation of such a crime, demanded his trial at the next Term of 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer for the County of Hunterdon. What 
evidence he ofiTered in his defence does not appear, but he was con- 
victed, and was condemned to stand one hour on the Court House 
steps, with a paper on his breast, whereon was written in large letters, 
«f This is for wilful and corrupt perjury .'* The trials of Tennent and 
Stevens were postponed. 

And now we come to a portion of the narrative, which, if true, was 
certainly the most extraordinary part of the whole aflfair, but about 
which, I confess, I am not a little sceptical. Tennent, we are told, 
being entirely unversed in legal matters, and knowing of no person 
by whom he could prove his innocence^ had no other resource than to 
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sabmit himself to the divine will, and thinking it not unlikely that he 
might be convicted, had prepared a sermon to preach from the pillory. 
* Tme, he had employed Mr, John Coxe, an eminent lawyer of the 
Province, to assist him ; and upon his arrival at Trenton, he found 
there Mr. William Smith, one of the most distingaished members of 
the New York bar, who had voluntarily attended on his behalf; and 
his brother Gilbert Tennent, who was then the pastor of a church in 
Philadelphia, had brought with him Mr. John Kinsey, an eminent 
counsellor of that city, to aid in the d^ence. But what could they do 
for him without evidence ? When Mr. Tennent was desired by his 
counsel to call in his witnesses, that they might examine them before 
going into Court, he declared that he knew of no witnesses except 
God and his own conscience. His counsel assured him, that however 
well founded this confidence might be, and however important before 
a heavenly tribunal, it would not avail him in an earthly Court ; and 
they therefore urged that an application should be made to put off the 
trial. But to this he would by no means consent. They then inform- 
ed him that they had discovered a flaw in the indictment, and propos- 
ed that advantage should be taken of it But this he also resisted 
with great vehemence, saying that it was another snare of the devil, 
and before he could consent to it he would suffer death. In the 
mean time the bell summoned them to Court While on his way to 
the Court House, Mr. Tennent is said to have met a man and his 
wife, who stopped and asked him if his name was Tennent He said 
it was, and begged to know if they had any business with him« They 
replied, *' You know best'' They then informed him that they re. 
sided at a certain place in Pennsylvania or Maryland ; and that upon 
one occasion he, in con^any with Rowland, Anderson and Stevens 
had lodged at their house ; that on the following day they had heard 
him and Rowland preach ; that some nights before they left home 
they had each of them dreamed that he, Mr. Tennent, was at Tren- 
ton in the greatest possible distress, and that it was in their power, 
and in their's alone to relieve him ; that this dream was twice repeat* 
ed, and in precisely the same manner, to each of them ; and that it 
made so deep an impression upon their minds, that they had at once 
let off upon a journey to Trenton, and were there to know of him 
what they were to do. Mr. Tennent handed them over to his counsel, 
who, to their astonishment, found that their testimony was entirely 
satisfactory. Soon after Mr. John Stockton, of Princeton, also ap- 
peared, and was examined as a witness for Mr. Tennent In short 
the evidence for the defence was so clear and conclusive, that, not* 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



^thstanding the most strenncms exertions of the Attorney General 
to procure a conviction, the Jnry, without hesitation, rendered a ver- 
dict of acquittal ; and so Mr. Tennent had no opportunity of preach* 
ing his sermon from his pillory. 

This is substantially the account which is given of this remarkable 
trial, ir. the memoir of Mr. Tennent, to which I have alluded. It may 
seem an ungracious task to attempt to strip it of those features of the 
marvellous, to which it is indebted for its chief interest ; nor have we, 
perhaps, at this distance of the time, the means of forming a very 
accurate judgment in relation to it Still, there are circumstances 
calculated to cast a shade of doubt over our position of the narrative, 
to which I propose, in conclusion, very briefly to advert . 

In the first place, it may be remarked, that the evidence on which 
it rests is not of the very highest character. Although the memoir 
from which it is taken was compiled by Dr. Boudinot, yet the greater 
part of it was in fact written by Dr. Henderson, of Freehold,* who, 
although a man of undoubted veracity, yet is admitted to have derived 
all the knowledge he possessed of Mr. Tennent's trial from his father, 
who was an elder of the church in Freehold of which Mr. Tennent 
was pastor. We all know with how many grains of allowance these 
traditionary stories are to be received. 

That Mr. Tennent himself believed every word of it to be true, if 
more than probable. For although a most excellent man, and one 
who frequently displayed great strength and sagacity of mind, yet 
upon thig, as upon many other occasions in his life, he never doubted 
that he was the subject of a direct supernatural interposition. But 
something more is necessary to produce conviction in the minds of 
others. 

The account, it will be seen, is in many respects remarkably vagne. 
It is wholly silent as to the time when the trial took place. In a note 
to one of the editions of this memoir, which I have recently met 
with, it is stated to have been not far from 1774. It was in fact more 
than thirty years before. Nor are the names of the remarkable wit- 
nesses given, nor the place where they resided. We are only told 
^ey came from some place in Pennsylvania or Maryland. 

In some particulars, too, the account is certainly inaccnrate. Mr. 
Tennent is represented as having at the time of his trial unexpectedly 
found Mr. Smith, of New York, at Trenton, who had voluntarily at- 
tended to aid in his defence ; and the idea is conveyed, that his ap- 

* The original Communication of the Rer. Mr.Hondenon to Dr. Boudinoli ii In tbepoMoa* 
•loo of the aoelotf. 
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pBMOkee there wa« ProtidentiaL Whereas, it appears from the 
rdcordsy tfuit from the begioniDg Mr. Smith had acted as the coan&el 
for Mr. Tennent, and that at the previous term of the Supreme Court 
he had on his behalf applied for and obtained a rule for a struck jury* 
This is an important fact in another point of view ; it shews that 
every precaution had been taken by the ablest counsel which the 
country afforded to secure for Mr. Tennent a fai^ and impartial trials 

Then as to the two witnesses and their remarkable dream. That 
they had dreamed about Mr. Tennent, and that it was mainly through 
their testimony that he was acquitted, may be admitted. But the 
question is, whether it was their dreams alone that brought them to 
Trenton ; whether they had not in fact previously heard that Mr. 
Tennent was to be tried, and been applied to, to attend as witnesses 
on his behalf. Upon this supposition every thing is natural and prob- 
able. They felt, no doubt, a deep interest in Mr, Tennent; they had 
probably been touched by his preaching ; and hearing that he was to 
be tried for perjury, and that their testimony was essential to his de- 
fence, nothing was more likely than that he should have been the sub- 
ject of their dreams, and that they should have repaired to Trenton to 
testify in his favor. That Mr. Tennent himself should have taken no 
pains to find them out, or to procure their attendance, is not improba- 
ble. It would have been altogether in character with him. Con- 
scious of his innocence, and trusting habitually in Providence, he 
seems to have cared very little what men said about him, or what 
they did to him. He would not consent, we are told, to have his trial 
postponed. He refused to take advantage of a flaw in the indictment. 
He appeared to want a conviction. He had in fact the true spirit of 
a martyr. When acquitted, he may have felt a little disappointment 
in not being permitted to preach from the pUlary. 

But what he would not do for himself, he may have had friends 
who were willing to do for him. His brother Gilbert resided in Phil- 
adelphia, and had procured the services of Mr. Kinsey, afterwards 
Chief Justice of that Province. Mr. Smith, of New York, had prob- 
ably been retained through the instrumentality of other friends. The 
great object, of course, was to prove that Rowland was with Mr. 
Tennent in Pennsylvania or Maryland on the day when the horse was 
stolen. And to do this, it would be necessary to procure witnesses 
from the place where they had been preaching. Thus, inquiries 
would naturuUy be made in that neighborhood, and thus the attend- 
ance of the witnesses in question may have been secured without any 
Bupematural agency. Nay, it seems almost incredible, that Stevens 
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■konld not, more etpeeiaUy after the convictioii of Andersoti, have at 
once set off for the place after witaesses, for there mast have been 
many there who had heard Rowland and Tennent preach. 

On the whole, I am strongly inclined to believe, notwithstanding 
the affair from beginning to end was not a little singular and eztraor* 
dinary, yet that there was nothing in it which may not be readily 
accoanted for upon «iataral principles. We believe that the age of 
miracles has long since passed, but a century ago this was not so 
generally admitted. Mr. Tennent, we are informed, was firmly per- 
suaded both of the malice and the power of the Prince of Darkness, 
and was wont to ascribe to his infernal agency all the evils which 
befel him. -^ And certainly it must be conceded that if upon this occa* 
sion, as of old, the evil one had been permitted to vex their faithful ser- 
vants of the Lord, he could not have selected a fitter instrument for his 
purpose than Tom BelL 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 
or 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

EARL or STIRLING, 
Major General during the Revolution. 

(CONTXNUXO FBOK VOL. V, PaOX IM.) 



TKOM WILLIAM ALBXANDXR TO WnJJAM SHIBLEY. 

„ New York, June 10th, 1756, 
Snt: 

I have just now received the enclosed letter from Robert Liv- 
ingston^ and think the contents of it of so great importance that I 
send this express to your Excellency with it ; for I don't know of any 
furnace in America at present in blast, where we can or could have 
the ball cast so as to be at Albany in time ; and I shall immediately 
write to Mr. Livingston to use all the means in his power to finish 
them. 

I have just now seen Captains Broadley and Luferey under sail 
with a fair wind to Albany, in two sloops, with everything belonging 
to the vessels, and twenty-three seamen, two riggers and two carpen- 
ters men, and am in hopes the two hundred men of Sir William Pep- 
psrell's regiment will be ready to embark to-morrow ; they are fur* 
nished with everything necessary. Three hundred Jersey troops are 
just arrived here, the rest are to be here this evening with CoL Schuy- 
ler,* who intends to proceed immediately to Schenectady. 

I am, dec. 

* PxTXB ScHVYLXB, of BeUeTiUe, who gained great celebrltj for hia bravery and good eon • 
dnetia thiawar. 
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THE SAME TO JOHN SHIRLEY. 

New York, June 12th, 1756. 
Dear Sir: 

I have yours by Bourbin, with the extracts from Governors 
Wentworth and Hopkins, containing their approbation of your fath- 
er's taking the fiv§ hundred Jerseynien with him, which I shall for- 
ward to Philadelphia with the packet for Governor Morris. I am in 
hopes this, and the letters your father has lately wrote- to Governor 
De Lancey, will prevent any more stumbling blocks being thrown in 
the way. Most people do their duty better when they see triding 
won't do. 

Sir William Pepperell and Colonel Mercer tell me they have no or- 
ders to send any Guard with Captain Broadley and the Naval stores, 
from the carrying place to Oswego ; and as I supposed that was in- 
tended by your father, I ventured to ask for them a guard, if it was 
only a Serjeant's, down Wood Creek to Lake Oneida. I am not as- 
sured yet that they will do that, and and am much afraid that Cap- 
tain Broadley will not move on without one ; and I really think his 
being speedily at Oswego a matter of importance. I shall press this 
to Col. Mercer again, and if possible shall let you know the result by 
this conveyance. 

Be pleased to make my compliments to your father, and acquaint 
him with the above. I am, &c. 



william alexander to peter v. b. livingston. 

From on board Massachusetts Sloop, > 
In the Middle of the Highlands, July 6th, 1755. ] 
Sir: 

I wrote you yesterday afltemoon, but as we have not yet had 
an opportunity of sending it, it goes herewith. 

I have mentioned to the General the two brass padderoons belong- 
ing to Mr. Lewis, and he is by all means for having them ; but as Mr. 
Lewis is some miles astern, I can't now get his order for them ; yet 
if yon can get them from his wife, be pleased to send them after us 
by the first opportunity, and when I see them again I will 'get his ac- 
count of them, that yon may charge them. I have also mentioned to 
him the wampum I took along from Mr. Hansen, which he approves 
of; you will, therefore, charge them to him in his private account, or 
account Current 
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We were roused out of bed about half an hour ago by our cabia 
roof leaking, which is the cause of my writing at this early hour, 
Renaember'me to all friends, and believe me, dec. 

P. S. — Beware of O. Delancey ; I suspect he has some design of 
quarelling with you. The sum the General is to pay to General 
Johnson, mentioned in my last, is £1654 13s. 7d. New York money. 
Send it to Mr. Stevenson to be paid to me or my order, and charge it 
also to General Shirley's own account. I shall have his bill for it> 
which I will send you. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

(MentioDed and enclosed in the above.) 

M assachusett's Sloop, Hudson's River. 
Dear Sir : 

General Shirley has engaged to pay for the Province of the 
Massachusetts £1600, New York money, in part of the sum which is 
still wanting to complete the train for Crown-point expedition, and 
now writes to Governor Delancey that he will on his arrival at Al- 
bany pay that sum to General Johnson, and has desired me to supply- 
him with money for that purpose ; wherefore you must by the first 
opportunity send me that sum in paper or silver, and charge the Gen- 
eraFs account with us for it. 

I desired the favor of William Smith to endeavor to persuade his 
father-in-law, James Livingston, to let me have his quadrant I pro- 
posed that when I returned, he might choose either to take it back 
or the money it cost him, yet I could not get it before I came aw^y. 
I must beg the favor of you to get it of him at any rate. If he in- 
sists upon being paid for it now, you must do it, for I cannot do with- 
out it. I beg Mr. Smith will use all his influence to get it The 
opportunity of its going and being used on the Lakes, may not offer 
again, perhaps, for fifty years, and surely Mr, Livingston would not 
willingly deprive the world so long of the knowledge of the true situ- 
ation of that country. In short, you must send it to me by the first 
opportunity, well packed in a box. I am, d^c. 
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THS SAttB TO BOBBBT HUNTBB H0BBI8. 

Fbom cv boabd Massachusetts, 

In Hadson's River, July 6th, 1755. 
Deab Sib : 

My last letter to you was of the 22d of June. Nothing 
should have prevented my writing to you since, hu\ want of time. 

General Shirley arrived at New York last Wednesday evening, and 
embarked again for Albany on Friday in the evening. Yesterday was 
a week since he left Boston ; his stay at that place so long was ab- 
solutely necessary ; indeed, if he had not stayed, the Crown point 
expedition must have been given up ; for it has been with the utmost 
difficulty that he has got a train of artillery for that service. That 
matter he has at last got settled, and it is in such forwardness that 
the whole of it will be in Albany in a few days. New York provides 
£4000 of it, and the Massachusetts £6000, and they trust to the 
other Colonies reimbursing them in their quotas. Of the last sum 
General Shirley has now, at New York, been obliged to engage 
£1650 at his own risk, or the matter would not have been settled. 

I am in hopes our stay in Albany and Schenectady together will 
not be above six days. The stores of all kind for our expedition 
have gone forward. Colonel Schuyler, with his regiment, is by this 
time, I suppose, gone from Schenectad^ii and Colonel Ellison about 
setting out from thence ; for he arrived there with the whole of the 
regiment last Monday. Colonel Mercer with the remaining six com- 
panies, (which are about fifty each,) of Sir William PepperelFs regi- 
ment, is about three miles ahead of us on his way to Albany. Sir 
William we leil in New York ; he intends to return home as soon as 
his health will admit of his travelling. I mention this for fear of 
mistakes, but say nothing of it 

We left New York in high spirits, as we had just received confirma- 
tion of the news of Admiral Boscawen. A war now seems really 
unavoidable ; and it is like to be new fashioned one — an army and a 
prodigious fleet in North America, and the English nation behaving 
with spirit enough to terrify all Europe. I am, dec. 



FETBB V. B. LIVINGSTON TO WH. ALEXANDBR.' 

New York, July 17th, 1755. 
Dear Sir : 

Since my last to you of the 12th, I received your packet by 
Captain William Richards. The letters for Governor Morris and Mr. 
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Pownall, I sent this morning. I hear Governor Morris is gone to 
General Braddock's army. . 

• • • • • •^^ • 

The French at St. John's, I hear, spiked their guns, destroyed their 
powder, <kc., set all on fire, and ran away upon the appearance of 
Captain Rouse and his ship. The Mars, one of Admiral Ilolbome's 
squadron, is lost in Halifax harbor. A 

Captain J. B.* I hear, has wrote a letter from Oswego to O . D.f 
complaining that the person employed by the General don't take care 
to send him necessaries he wants ; that he has no pitch nor oakum ; 
that the vessels suffer for want of those articles ; had they been sent 
in time he might have stopt the French from going to Ohio, d^c. I 
know full well that he took from here as much of those articles as he 
demanded for one of Xhe schooners, and suppose he left them behind, 
and so lays the blame on other people. Capt. Broadley carried with 
him 4 bbls. pitch, 4 bbls. tar, 4 of turpentine, and 10 cwt oakum, 
which he thought would be sufficient for the large vessels. You may 
depend no good use is made of that letter. A friend of yours told it 
me, and desired me to write to you about it. My best wishes attend 
you. Make my compliments where they are due. I am, <Sz;c. 



FETEB VAIV fiHUOH LIVINGSTON TO WM. ALBXANDBB. 

New Yobk, July 9th, 1755. 
Deab Sib : 

I am now despatching Best. Mr. Ewing went this morning 
with Captain Amy in company with Sir Wm. Pepperell and Mr. Mor- 
tier. I have only time to write you that I now send by Bogardus 
£1654 13s. 7id. for Governor Shirley ; six ten gallon kegs with vin 
de grave, 10 cwt good junk, the quadrant of James Livingston in a 
box, in which you will find a pair of callopers for Mr. Winder of the 
train. The other small articles will come tomorrow with William 
Winnie. ••••••• 

Bogardus has the two brass padderoons of Mr. Lewis. I knew 
the intention of Mr. O. D. and shall be on my guard. He has given 
several threats, as I hear, he will make L. and A. jump mast high. 
By what I can find, his wrath proceeds from the letter you shewed to 
Bome ol your friends. •••••• 

Your afieatioDate friend, 

P. V. B. LIVINGSTON. 

* J«hii BradttTMt. f OliT«r Delaacy. 
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO P. V. B. LIVINGSTON. 

Albany, July 22d, 1755, 
Dbab Sir : 

I njust steal a few moments to acknowledge the receipt of 
your several favors of July 9th, 10th and 11 th, with the several ar- 
ticles therein mentioned; a^ the £1654 13s. 7Jd. for General Shir- 
ley, which I have paid for mn to General Johnson, and have his re- 
ceipt for it. The way we are to be paid that sum will be thus :— 
There will still be wanting a very great quantity of provisions for the 
Niagara expedition, and the troops that are to winter on Lake Onta- 
rio, which must be immediately begun to be purchased, and I have 
just delivered the General a computation of what will be necessary, 
and expect in my next to send you his order with an account of the 
quantity still wanting. But the Connecticut people, as they have 
victualled their own troops, have no occasion for their part of the 
Pennsylvania provisions ; wherefore they must transfer them to Gen- 
eral Shirley to pay for their part of the Crown-point train, and they 
shall be delivered, to Mr. Stevenson for the Niagara expedition, and 
must be charged with u& in the same manner as if bought of any 
other person. • • ♦ • *»* ^ ^°^> ^®* 



PETER V. B. LIVINGSTON TO %ILLtAM ALEXANDER. 

New York, July 25th, 1755. 
Dear Sir : 

I long to have a letter from you, having received none since 
you got up to Albany. Pray let me hear from you at least once a 
week, if you have an opportunity. The accounts we have here from 
General Braddock are so bad that I don't care to write you any of 
the many melancholy particulars we have heard. The reports have 
been so various, that I can't say I am able to write yon what may be 
depended upon ; only in general, that our army has met with a repulse, 
if not routed and defeated. Shall be glad to know what resolutions 
may be taken when that fatal affair is notified to the General, by 

proper persons in authority. 

• • • •• • • • 

Pray let me hear from you as often as you can. May the Almighty 
be your protector. I am, dec. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



D^AR Sib: 



47 

THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, July 29th. 1755. 



By a vessel this day from Halifax, we hear that our fletet is very 
sickly. Several of the line are in that harbour, and have landed a 
great number of sick. It is supposed that most of the French ships 
have got up to Quebec. I shall be extremely glad to hear that you 
have recovered your health. 

Captain Sutliff arrived here yesterday in his Majesty's Slo6p Balti- 
more from Virginia. I hear Commodore Keppel is gone to England 
in a twenty gun ship. 

Tn^sed you have a copy of a list of the killed and wounded in 
the action of the 9th, at Monongahela, sent by Mr. Orme to Gov. 
Mercer, a melancholy one, indeed,! I am, (fee 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO PETER VAN BURGH LIVINGSTON. 

At Kastler's, within 4 miles of Burnetsfield, > 
L August 4th, 1755. \ 

Dear Sir : W 

Since I left Schenectady, it was impossible for me to write to 
you or any of my friends in New York, for not a moment of my 
time has passed without the greatest hurry and fatigue. As to the 
particular incidents that have happened to us on the way hither, the 
General's reception and treatment at two castles of the Mohawks* I 
must defer giving you an. account till a time of more leisure. But I 
believe we shall have about twenty Indians from those castles to join 
us to-morrow. We came here yesterday afternoon; a great part of 
our baggage and stores are already over the carrying place, and the 
whole would be over to day if it did not rain. We find that we shall 
very soon be in want of a further supply of provisions ; wherefore the 
General has ordered me to write for 300 barrels of pork to be immedi- 
ately sent up after us, which I am in hopes you will be able to effect 
very soon, as we secured above 200 barrels before I left New York. 
* * * * You are also immediately to send 100 barrels of rum, 
and two hundred bushels of salt, put up in strong barrels well hooped 
and nailed. You cannot conceive how things are racked to pieces by 
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this carriage, and how manj things perish for want of being put up in 
the most secure manner. • • ♦ • I am, &c. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

In Camp, 2 miles above Casco, 
August 7th, 1755.— 6 o'clk, A. M. 
Deak Sir: 

I have but a moment's time to enclose you a copy of General 
Shiriey's orders to Colonel Dunbar, by which ^ou will see we are to 
supply vessels, provisions, &c. for the two regiments from Amboy to 
Albany, which' I make no doubt you will see done in time on notice 
from Colonel Dunbar. If those regiments come as directed, which 
I make no doubt they will, a large quantity of provisions should be 
laid in for them at Albany ; and the General desires you will^ake 
such preparations, that, on notice of their coming, you may be enabled 
to lajr in there, at least, three month's provisions. The vessels that 
go down to take the troops in at Amboy, should have at least one 
month's provision put on board of them, and the vessels comfortably 
prepared with platforms, and every thing necessary before they go 
down, that no time may be lost by stopping at New York. 

I am, d^c. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. VL 1862. No: n, 

Trenton, January 15th, 1852. 
The Society met at this place to-day, in accordance with the by- 
laws, the Pbesident in the Chair ; Stacy G. Potts, Esq., and Hon. 
James G. King, two of the Vice Presidents, being likewise in attend- 
ance. 

The Recording Secretary being absent, the Corresponding Seft-e- 
tary read the minutes of the last meeting, and then laid before the 
Society the correspondence since September, comprising letters from 
Rev. Wm. Allen, D. D, of Northampton, Mass., Rev. Edwin Hall, 
D, D., of Norwalk, Conn., and the Rev. G. Abeel, D. D., in acknowl- 
edgment of their election as members — from Secretary of Board of 
Regent!^ of the University of the State of New York ; New York His- 
torical Society ; American Philosophical Society ; Librarian of Phila- 
delphia Library, &c., relating to the Society's g-ffairs. ^ 

Rev. Dr. Murray, Chairman of the Executive Committee, made a 
verbal report of the progress of the Society during the past year. 
There have bejen added 25 Resident Members ; 9 have resigned, and 
the present number on the books is 369, of whom 26 are Life mem- 
bers. There are 62 Corresponding members, and 38 Honorary 
members, fiothing was wanted to insure the continued prosperity of 
the Society, and to increase its usefulness, than to have a larger num- 
ber of the members engage actively in furthering its objects. 
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The Librarian reported the donations received since the previous 
meeting, and also, that during the year 70 volumes and 221 pamphlets 
had been added to the Library by donation, and there were now in 
the collection 1415 volumes, and 1534 pamphlets. The catalogue haa 
been completed, and arrangements have been made to have the Library 
open during the winter every week day evening, and on two afternoons 
of each week, for the accommoiiation of members, and others properly 
introduced. 

The Treasurer reported a balance on hand of $523 78 in cash ; 
and the sum of 81987 due the Society in arrearages. In relation to 
this sum, he stated that much of it may be considered as standing 
charged against gentlemen who have changed their residences un- 
known to him, and therefore cannot be reached, or who may have 
died, or — as is the case of a number — having been elected members 
without their previously expressed concurrence, do not consider 
themselves as belonging to the Society, yet are not disposed to notify 
him of that fact It would relieve him from much trouble, were they 
to do so. 

In the absence of Judge Dubr, the Chairman, Mr. Field, from the 
Committee on Publications, reported that, in pursuance of the order 
of the Society at the last meeting, they had placed in the hands of the 
pri»ter, the fourth volume of " Collections," containing the papers of 
Governor Lewis Morris, first, in accordance with the wishes of tl^e 
Society, having obtained a sufficient number of subscribers to furnish, 
with the funds on hand, the amount required to meet the expense of 
publication. The work would be completed in the course of three or 
four weeks. It would be embellished by a handsomely engraved por- 
tr^t of Gov. Morris, from a sketch in the possession of one of the 
Committee, painted by John Watson, the first artist known as residing 
in America ; the portrait placed at the disposal of the Committee by 
Mr. Morris of Westchester Co., N. Y., having been ascertained not to 
be of the Governor as was supposed. 

. The Committee submitted some of the sheets and an impression of 
the engraving as specimens of the work. They had nothing new to 
state in relation to the periodical. When it should be in their power, 
it would afibrd them pleasure to report that the condition of the 
Treasury admitted of its being furnished gratuitously to all the mem- 
bers, and it is understood such might be the case were a reasonable 
promptness observed in the payment of the annual dues. 
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Hon. Jas. G. Kixg^ from the Committee charged with the dis- 
bursement of the Colonial Document Fund, reported that no farther 
intelligence had been received from Mr. Stevens respecting the 
Analytical Index to the Papers since the September meeting. The 
Committee again submitted for the examination of those members 
who had not previously seen them, one of the volumes or cases 
already received, containing the abstracts of titles and contents. 
This excited much attention, and received that approval which the 
perfectness and utility of the work must ever ensure to it 

Mr. Field, from the Committee on Biographies, said, that from 
various causes they could only report progress. Some disappoint- 
ment has been felt from the little success which had attended applica- 
tions made in various quarters to gentlemen descended from Jerseymen 
distinguished in other days, for such sketches of their lives as papers 
in their possession, or their own acquaintance with circumstances 
might enable them to furnish. 

The subject was subsequently referred to, and Rev. Dr. MuERAr 
appealed to sftreral of the members, whose connection with the dis- 
tinguished dead warranted the Society in expecting from them some 
written memorials of their ancestors, to aid the Committee in the 
prosecution of their labors. 

Hon. Wh. L. Dayton in a few remarks alluded to the importance 
to the State of thus securing authentic information of those whose 
names and whose deeds were indissolubly connected with her history. 
No people could expect to have their history written impartially and 
well by strangers, and not until Jerseymen exerted themselves more, 
could they expect to be relieved from the injurious effects of such 
authorship. Applications had frequently been made to him by per- 
sons out of the State, engaged in the preparation of biographical or 
historical works, for information of the kind referred to, but such was 
the paucity of materials that such applications could not be effectually 
responded to. 

The President stated, that perhaps he had for a longer period of 
time than any other gentleman present, been familiar with the actions 
of the distinguished men of the state and nation. That acquaintance 
extended back to when he was permitted to occupy a low seat at the 
feet of his father in the old Confederation Congress, of which he was 
a member — and he retained a vivid recollection of the appearance and 
the sayings of many of the sages of that body. From that time to 
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the present his observations had convinced him that New Jersey was 
behind no other State in the namber of distinguished men who by 
their valor, virtae^ prudence^ and wisdom had contributed to advance 
their country's renown. At the bar^ in the pulpit^ in the field, and on 
the ocean^ the sons of New Jersey had ever reflected honor upon 
their native soil^ and it was a shame — a burning shame, that so little 
should have been done to preserve their memory from oblivion. 

The Nominating Committee presented a favorable report as to the 
names of several gentlemen which had been referred to them, and they 
were duly elected members. Other nominations were then received. 

Rev. Dr. Messler presented on behalf of Mr. J. B. Thompson, 
some interesting Manuscript Extracts from various papers of the time, 
detailing the circumstances attending the capture of Louisburg, in 
1758. 

Rev. Dr. Davidson read an interesting letter from Robert D. Mor- 
ris, of Kentucky, giving some information respectfflg the Morris 
Family in New Jersey. 

The Chair appointed Dr. Davidson, Prof. Maclean, and Dr. Messier 
a Committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, and announced 
the following as the Standing Committees : 

Committee on Publications — Messrs. W. A. Duer, James G. King, 
Dr. Murray, R. S. Field, W. A. Whitehead and Dr. Pennington. 

Committee on Purchases — Messrs. W. A. Whitehead, R. S. Field, 
Rev. Dr. Davidson, Isaac W. Mickle and J. Alofsen. 

Committee on Statistics — Messrs. J. P. Bradley, Dr. Congar, Rev. 
S. Starr, Abm. Browning and John Rodgers. • 

Committee on Nominations — Messrs. D. A. Hayes, Dr. Murray and 
Prof. Maclean. 

The Committee appointed for the purpose submitted the following 
list of officers for the ensuing year, who were all duly elected : 

President — Hon. Joseph C. Hornblower, LL. D. 

Vice Presidents — Hon. James Parker, Stacy G. Potts, Esq., Hon. 
James G. King. 

Corresponding Secretary — Wm. A. Whitehead, Newark. 

Recording Secretary — David A. Hayes, Newark. 

Librarian — Samuel H. Congar, Newark. 

Treasurer — James Ross, Newark. 
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Executive Committee — Rev. Nicholas Murray, D. D., Elizabeth- 
town ; Hon. William L. Dayton, Trenton ; Archer GifFord, Newark ; 
Hon. Daniel Haines, Hamburgh; Hon. H. W. Green, Trenton; 
Richard S. Field, Princeton; Rt. Rev. George W. Doane, D. D,, 
LL. D., Burlington ; Hon. Elias B. D. Ogden, Paterson ; Rev. R. K. 
Rodgers, Bound Brook. 

The Society then adjourned for dinner. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

On reassembling, the Rev. James Carnahan, D. D., President of 
Princeton College, read to the Society a highly interesting and in- 
structive paper upon " The causes of, and circumstances attending, 
the Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania in 1794." The subject not 
being exhausted in a single paper, on motion of Rev. R. K. Rodgers 
the thanks of the Society were returned to Rev. Dr. Carnahan and he 
was requested to continue it at the next meeting. 

Rev. Mr. Sherman, referring to the circumstances detailed in the 
Treasurer's report, drew the attention of the Society to the provisions 
of the sixth article of the constitution, which provided for the omission 
from the register of the names of such members as declined to pay 
their annual dues, and offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to revise the list of the 
members of the Society in accordance with the 6th article of the Con- 
stitution. * 

The Chair appointed as the Committee the Treasurer and the 
two Secretaries. 

Hon. Wm. L. Dayton, after some remarks upon the important 
services the Society was rendering to the State in preserving the frag- 
ments of her history, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, authorized to draw the 
attention of the Legislature to the value of the Society's publications, 
and the propriety of securing a number of copies for the use of the 
State, to be distributed as that body may deem advisable. 

A desultory" discussion ensued as to the propriety of the measure at 
the present time, in which Messrs. Dayton, Field, King, Whitehead 
and Murray participated, after which the resolution was adopted. 

Messrs. Dayton, Potts, Starr, King and Whitehead were appointed 
the Committee. 
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The Society then adjourned to meet at Newabk, on the third 
Thursday of May next. 



MEMBERS ELECTED. 

JANUARY 15th, 1862. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 
Isaac R. ComeU, WesUm, K J. Rev. Wm. H. Campbell, D. D., New Brunswick. 

Rey. Henry Dater, SomermUe, C. C. Hoagland, M. D., Harl'mgen, N. J, 

S. K. Martin, MariimiUe, N, J, Ellas Molleson, New York. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 
James J. McCarter, Esq., Churlestouy S, C. 
Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, New York. Caleb 0. Halsted, New Yo7'k. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED JANUARY 15th, 18^2. 

From Regents of University of State of New ForA;.— -Catalogue of 
Maps and Surveys in the offices of the Secretary of State, of the 
State Engineer and Surveyor, and in the New York State library. 

Report of Canal Commissioners in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of New York. , 

Report of Minority of Committee on Literature, to the Senate of 
New York, in reference to the purchase of Webster's Dictionary, 

Report of Comptroller in relation to the State Finances, (N. Y.) 

Report of Committee on Medical Sciences and Colleges, on petition 
of Dr. Wm. Turner for penal enactments against bleeding, 

From the Philadelphia Library Company. — Catalogue of Books be- 
longing to the Library Company of Philadelphia, to which is pre- 
fixed a short account of the Institution, with the charter laws atid 
regulations. 
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-Catalogue of Books added to the Library of the same, since the large 

Catalogue of 1835, to January, 1844. 
Seren Serial Catalogues of imported Books. 
From Trustees of Loganian Library, Philadelphia, — Catalogue of 

Books belonging to the Loganian Library, to which is prefixed a 

short account of the Institution, with the law for annexing the said 

Library to that belonging to the Library Company of Philadelphia* 
From William A. Whitehead, — Observations upon the Florida's, by 

Charles Vignoles, Civil and Topographical Engineer. 
From Samuel G. Drake, Boston. — The October Number of the New 

England Historical and Genealogical Register. 
From Rt. Rev, George W. Doane, D, D. — Bishop Doane's second 

Baccalaureate Address to the Graduates of Burlington College, 

1851. 
From E, W, Nichols, Clinton, Essex Co. — M. S. Letter from David 

Brearley to Capt Jedediah Swann, dated Mount Washington, Oct. 

3d, 1776, relating to pay account of Revolutionary Army. 
From Rev. Henry V. Rankin, Singpo, China. — Two Chinese orna- 
mented shells. 
From John R. Burnet, Livingston, Essex Co, — Proceedings of tlie 

second Convention of American Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb, 

Hartford, Conn., 1851. 
From Samuel H. Congar, Newark. — The Christian's, Scholar's, and 

Farmer's Magazine, from April, 1789, to May, 1790. 
Files of Newark Newspapers, of various dates, consisting of the 

Newark Messenger, New Jersey Eagle, and the Modem Spectatoi:. 
Frmn H. H. Goodman, Cincinnati, Ohio, — Cist's Cincinnati in 1851. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

EARL OP STIRLING, 

MAJOB GENERAL DURIKG THE REVOLUTION. 

( Contirmedfrom Vol. yi, p. 48.) 



FETEB VAN BBU6H LIVINGSTON TO WILLIAM ALEXANDEB. 

New York, August 5th, 1755. 
Deab Sir: 

Siuce I last wrote, I received a letter from Mr. Lewis, dated 31st 
July, at Schenectady, in which he says there has been a great waste 
in the bread by the viUainy of the batteaux-men, and great damage by 
the leakine^ of the batteaux ; and he thinks more provisions will 
soon be wanted, especially bread. As I know not what quantity you 
are to have from the colony of Connecticut, which came from Phila- 
delphia, nor what species, I am at a loss how to act, since I have no 
directions from authority. However, I have bought a small parcel of 
bread — about ten thousand weight — which is now baking. I shall 
send it up next week, to Albany, in bags ; but as there is a great 
scarcity of steersmen, I dont know how it will be got to Schenectady, 
after it gets there. I wish you would please first write me the par- 
ticular quantity of each kind of provisions I am to send from hence. 
There is hardly any beef in the city ; wherefore it will be necessary 
to procure the greater quantity of pork. Bread is very difficult lo be 
had ; the demand for Halifax is very large. Most of our bakers stand 
still for want of stuff, so that I ought to have some time to get it in. 
I should think wheat ground on the Mohawk river, and only the bran 
taken out, and sent to Oswego in bags and*casks, and baked there^ 
would be better and cheaper than to send bread from hence. 
I long to have a long letter from you with particular directions^ 
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The Jersey Assembly, I hear, yesterday, voted thirty thousand poands to 
reinforce Colonel Schuyler. Your father is gone to Jersey. Mr. Pow- 
nall is returned from Philadelphia ; I have not yet seen him. Governor 
Lawrence, I hear, writes that the French are in great distress at 
Loaisburgh for want of provisions ; that if the embargo continues any 
time longer, they will be obliged to deliver up the keys. We are all 
well here. I am, &c. 



T^E SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, August 6th, 1755. 
Dear Sir: 

I wrote you yesterday that New Jersey had voted thirty thou- 
sand pounds, which i3 confirmed by a letter from your father to your . 
mother of the 5th. His words are : " The Apembly yesterday after- 
noon voted thirty thousand pounds for the support of the New Jersey 
troops with General Shirley ; which be pleased to acquaint Mr. Liv- 
ingston with, that he may write Billy." Our Assembly yesterday 
voted thirty thousand pounds ; a copy of which vote, I am told, is 
already sent to Connecticut. It is said we are immediately to raise 
four hundred men to reinforce Colonel Johnson. Inclosed is a copy 
of a return which I am told Mr. Glazier brought from the army. It 
came to town this morning. I am, &c. 



the same to the same. ^ 

New York, August 21 st, 1755. 
Dear Sir: 

On Sunday last, the l7th instant, about ten o'clock in the 
morning, I received your letter of the 11th by express sent by Mr. 
Stevenson, with the General's packet for Governor Dinwiddie, Sharpe, 
and Colonel Dunbar. Half an hour after, I despatched William 
Wood, express to Governor Morris, with the packets, who engaged to 
go to Colonel Dunbar, wherever he is, and bring his letters for the 
General to Albany, where Mr. Stevenson is to get another man to 
bring them to the General. Wood would not engage to go to 
Oswego. 

Mr. Franklin writes Mr.XIJolden, of the 18.h, that he hears Colonel 
Dunbar is near Lancaster, but the troops in a very bad condition, the 
men dispirited, some sick, most of them without shoes, stockings, or 
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breeches ; their clothes torn in rags. I have spoke to jour friends 
and desired them to write you, which some do by this opportunity. 

It is reported in town that Colonel Dunbar is not coming here ; 
that the General has wrote our Governor that he had given him other 
orders, of which he would send him a copy the next day. I have, 
however, bought some provisions for him ; and the moment I hear of 
his coming shall Jay in three months provisions for 1400 men, which 
will certainly require large sums of money. * * * ♦ 

I must depend on you to keep me supplied with money ; without 
that the service will suffer. I shall not apply one shilling of it but for 
that use, and eve^ contribute as much of my own as I can spare to 
forward the service. ****** 

If Colonel Dunbar does not come, what must be done with the 
thirty thousand weight of bread, pork, &c., which I have bought for 
that use ? You say in your letter, notwithstanding anything I may 
hear of his not coming to Albany, I am to go on providing the pro- 
visions therein before directed. * ♦ * • The moment I hear he 
is to come here, I shall lay in three months provisions for him. Our 
Governor says he will let me know, as soon as he hears that Colonel 
Dunbar is coming, what part our Province will take in transporting 
the troops to Albany, and where they will receive them. As to news 
about town, it will not be agreeable to you to write you what 1 hear. 
You know my neighbor John used to say that envy is an ill-natured 
vice. ,It is very difficult to form measures that will please everybody. 
The puffs you mention are industriously propagated. We are all 
well. I shall long to hear from you at Oswego, and hope to write 
you again very soon I am, &c. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, August 26th„ 1755. 
Deab Sir : 

William Wood, who I sent express the 17th instant, with the 
General's packets for Governors Morris, Dinwiddle and Sharpe, and 
Colonel Dunbar, is just returned. He met with the Colonel near 
Harris's Ferry, and stayed with them tw^ days, while they marched 
towards Lancaster — near which place he left the troops. He has 
brought me no letter; nor can I anyways learn whether they are 
coming here or not. He met Abeel, express from Albany, at Phila- 
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delphia^ to whom Governor Morris gave Colonel Dunbar's packet for 
the Genera], and told Wood he might return home. He parted with 
Abeel this morning at Elizabethtown, who was going to Albany, from 
whence I suppose Mr. Stevenson will send an express before this can 
reach you. ******* 

Philadelphia is likely to do nothing but quarrel ; the disputes be- 
tween the Governor and Assembly run very high. Pray let me know 
what is doing \iith you. Your father has returned from Jersey. The 
last York act about the line is damned at home. A commission is 
likely to be obtained to have the line settled. The new Governor is 
to have an instruction to recommend to the Assembly to provide for 
half the charge. We are all well here. I am, &c. 



Deab Sir: 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, August 29th, 1755. 



Mr. Lewis Morris is at Philadelphia for the second time since you 
went away. I think it would be better if he was at Schenectady to 
forward matters there, and take some share in the trouble, since he 
has some share in the profits — if there be any. I send you a para- 
graph of the last act of Assembly, by which you will perceive that 
New York will only receive the forces with Colonel Dunbar (in case 
they come) at this city ; so that I shall be under a necessity of send- 
ing sloops to Amboy when I hear from him. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Our 
Assembly will meet on Tuesday. I am, &c. 



THE SAME TO THfe SA3IE. 

New York, Sept. 3d, 1755. 
Deak Sir: 

Yesterday, in the afternoon. Sir Charles Hardy, our Governor, 
arrived here. He is to land this morning about 10 o'clock ; the militia 
is to be under arms to receive him. All the news I hear is that thirty 
sail of the line lay ready at Spithead full manned ; Lord Anson with 
the Commissioners of the Admiralty were at Portsmouth. Mr. Bayard 
tells me the man-of-war has brought twenty thousand pounds sterling 
for Boston, and ten thousand for Virginia; that he believes Mr. Oliver 
DeLancey will receive the J£ 10,000 for Colonel Hunter. I hope you 
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will procure a new warrant before this money is sent to Boston, if it 
is to go there. 

I now send to Mr. Stevenson's care a cask with limes for you, 
which I hope you will receive sound. Our Governor, I hear, has 
brought with him his sister and her husband ; Dr. Shucksberry and 
Isaac Levy, Mr. Frank's brother, are come in the ship. Mr. Pownall's 
commission as Lieut. Governor of New Jersey I hear is come. 

Colonel Dunbar, with the troops, is got to Philadelphia ; but I cant 
learn with any certainty the place of his destination, though 1 imagine, 
if he has no new orders sent him lately from the General, that he will 
come here as soon as the men are a little recruited and clothed. I 
hear they are in want of almost every necessary. You will find by 
the last Gazette what measures some persons take to make mischief; 
reflections of various sorts industriously propagated. Things of that 
nature 1 will not commit to paper, but shall defer them till I see you 
returned with the General, crowned with success — then let malice 
and envy be dumb. I am, &c. 



Dear Sir: 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, Sept. 8th, 1755. 



Everything you have ordered for the Niagara expedition I have 
sent from hence, as beef, pork, flour, rum, salt-bags, pitchy dec. All 
I have to do now is to set my wits at work to procure money, and 
provide for Colonel Dunbar, which I shall do ^s soon as I hear, with 
any certainty, that he is coming here. Mr. Lewis Morris returned 
from Philadelphia last night He has seen Colonel Dunbar, but does 
not know when he will come, or whether he will come here at all. 
He says he waits for orders from the General. We are all well 
except your father, who has a touch of the gout, I am, &c. 



THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

New York, Sept. 13th, 1755. 
Dear Sir: 

* ♦ # ♦ ♦'*'• • 

Governor Hardy goes to-morrow morning to Albany, with three 
of the Council, occasioned by advices from the carrying place, which 
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you will hear from Albany more particularly than I can write from 
hence. I usan learn nothing as yet, with any certainty, about the 
destination of Colonel Dunbar. I am, &c. 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO FETER V, B. LIVI?IGSTON, 

Oswego, Sept. 17th, 1755. 

Dear Sir: 

* * * * * ^ :^ 

I wonder that Colonel Dunbar should be in any doubt whether he 
was to go to Albany or not. His orders were plain, and I am sorry 
that you have hesitated in sending the provisions to Albany for him, 
which I first directed ; but I hope you will have time still to complete 
the whole. 

I heartily congratulate you and all my countrymen on the arrival . 
of your new Governor. I need not say that my sincere wishes are 
that it may make both the Governor and people happy. I also heartily 
congratulate you all on the good news we received last night of 
General Johnson's defeating the French on the 9th inst., near Lake 
George. It has put our camp in high spirits ; and on that occasion — 
this evening — for we dont care to lose time in the day — we are to 
have a general discharge of cannon, both on board and ashore, and a 
grand /ew de joie of musketry. In this vein of high spirits I hope we 
shall, about two days hence, embark, and soon give you something 
more to rejoice about. ***** 

The various characters I am obliged to act in, and the hurry I am 
necessarily in, wont allow me fo write you often ; but whenever busi- 
ness requires it, you may depend I shall write, and as much oftener 
as I possibly can. Give my love to all my relations and friends. 
Remember me particularly to my neighbor John ; I hope he is in a 
fair way to Marryland, and tell him that envy is a low, mean vice, 
and that while I know I do my best, it shall never give me the least 
uneasiness. I am, <&;c. 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO PETER V. B. LIVINGSTON. 

OswEGO, Oct. 4th, 1755. 

Dear Sir: 

* ******* 

This campaign has given us full proot that batteaux are not 
the vessels to pat soldiers in on Lake Ontario, and that whale boats 
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are the only small craft to be used there ; wherefore the General 
intends to have 200 good whale boats built at Schenectady this win- 
ter ; for which part)ose you are to send to that place 50 barrels of 
turpentine, 30 cwt of oakum, 6 casks lOd. and 25 casks 4d. nails. 
These articles must be sent up to Schenectady before the winter sets 
in, and distinguished, that they may be left there for that purpose. 
There must also be a tun of bar iron sent there for this use. ♦ • • 

The General has wrote to Boston for twenty whale boat builders to 
come to Schenectady this winter, and I should be glad if you would 
engage Walter Quackenbush with fifteen or twenty good carpen- 
ters to go there from New York immediately. 

A vast ^deal of work is cut out for this winter and next spring, the 
particulars of which I must defer till I see you ; but as the season 
advances which is the best for purchasing provisions, I must tell you 
that I think it will be of great use to ourselves and the public service, 
to engage at least 1000 barrels of pork, if you can, on our own 
account, and 1000 more of flour, to be paid for next spring. As to 
what we have been doing since we have been here, and the news of 
this place, I must refer you to William Smith, junV, to whom I have 
and shall send what will sufficiently let you into the political state of 
aflairs; and I must desire that you will take an opportunity of show- 
ing the papers I send him to my father. Be pleased to give my duty 
and love to my father and mother and all friends. I am, <kc. 

P. S. — Perhaps you have at New York heard that I was sick. I 
was so, and very ill for several days, occasioned, I believe, by over 
fatigue ; but I am now, thank God, perfectly well again, with a deter- 
mination to keep so if I can. 

PETER V. B. LIVINGSTON TO WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

New York, Oct. 25th, 1755. 
Dear Sir: 

Walter Quackenboss goes up now with twenty carpenters to 
Schenectady. I am sorry to see by the papers you sent William 

Smith that there is a difference between* . I fear it will, in 

the end, prove a detriment to your very good friend. Somebody, you 
know who, will do all he can to ruin his interest. I hope you will 
steer clear. Be cautious of J. B. If 1 dont greatly mistake he is on 
the other side of the question. Inclosed you have the opinion of the 
Committee of Council about hiring transports. I fear I shall meet 
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with a great deal of difficulty in settling that account ; for, by what I 
can find, New York will pay no dtourrage; but only the passage 
from hence to Albany at 3s. per head. The sloops I expect down 
every day — what to do on their return I know not. I am, &c. 

• 

At a meeting of a Committee, of His Majesty's Council, at the 
Secretary's office in the City of New York, on Wednesday, the 24th 
of September, 1755 — 

Present — Mr. Alexander, Mr. Murray, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Holland. 

Mr. Alexander produced a letter from His Excellency Sir Charles 
Hardy, Knight, Captain-General and Governor- in-Chief in and over 
this Province, dated " Hudson's River, eight miles from Albany, Sept. 
19th, 1755," directed to him and the other gentlemen of His Majesty's . 
Council at New York, which he laid before the Committee, in which 
His Excellency says that he had that moment received a letter from 
General Shirley, by which he found that General Shirley had ordered 
Colonel Dunbar to proceed with the troops under his command to 
Albany, and to save an expense to the Crown, Mr. Shirley desires 
that the vessels to be provided by this Province may take them on 
board at Amboy ; that His Excellency is sensible the act of Assembly 
telates only to the provisions and transportation from New York to 
Albany, and therefore he can say nothing on that head ; but if vessels 
are sent by Mr. P. V. B. Livingston to take them on board alt Amboy, 
in order to prevent their disembarking. His Excellency desires that 
the. same vessels may proceed with them without delay, and that the 
Committee would give the necessary orders to apply the moneys 
granted by this Prorince for thai purpose, and do everything in their 
power that might expedite their, passage to Albany; and that Mr. 
Oliver DeLancey, who is named in the act, writes to Mr. Beverley 
Robinson to take the necessary steps on his part, to whom His Excel- 
lency desires the Committee would send their directions. 

The Committee having duly considered the said letter, are of opinion 
that pilots will be wanting to carry the vessels to be sent for the re- 
ception of the troops, from New York to Amboy, and from Amboy 
back again to New York; that the said pilots, and all demurrage of 
the said vessels at Amboy, after forty-eight hour's, be at the expense 
of the Crown. 

The Committee, considering the distance from New York to Amboy, 
and from Amboy back again to New York, and from New York to 
Albany, are.of opinion that one-fourth part of the charge in transport. 
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ing the said troops from Amboj to Albany be borne by the Crown, 
and the other three-fourth parts by this Province, which said one- 
fourth part of the said charges to be paid by the Crown the Commit- 
tee esteem a just proportion in transporting th^ said troops from 
Amboy to Albai^. 

Mr. Beverley Robinson and Mr. Peter V. B. Livingston attending 
the Committee, they were desired to procure vessels to transport the 
said troops from Amboy to Albany in the cheapest manner they could. 

Ordered, that the Clerk of this Committee do deliver to Messrs. 
Robinson and Livingston a copy of this minute. 
A true copy, examined and compared by 

LAMB'T MOORE, D. C. Com. 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER TO FETES V. B. LIVINGSTON. 

Albany, Nov. 10th, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 

* Hf . * # * # * 

Captain Gatesf is now going to New York with his own and 
Captain RutherfurdJ's companies; General Shirley's company of 
grenadiers are also going there. You are to supply them with pro- 
visions according to the usual allowance, except rum ; they are to 
have none of that. I am, <kc. 



* Probably between General Shirley and Sir C. Hardy. 

t The General, Horatio Gates, of the Revolution. 

X Afterwards married to a sister of Mr. Alexander, and settled in America. 
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Newark, May, 20^ft, 1852. 
Thb Societ7 met in its room in this city this day, in accordance 
with the by-laws. The President, the Hon. Joseph C. Hosnblower, 
LL. D., presided daring the sittings — the Hon. James Parker and 
the Hon. James G. Kino, two of the Vice-Presidents being present 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, the Corres« 
ponding Secretary presented letters from Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, 
Mid Caleb O. Halsted, Esq., of New York ; James K. McCarter, 
Esq., of Charleston ; C. C. Hoagland, M. D., and Mr. S. K. Martin, 
in acknowledgement of their election as corresponding or resident 
members ; from Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, Rev. Ste- 
phen Dodd, of Connecticut, and Stacy G. Potfe, Esq., of Trenton, 
transmitting donations; from T. Russell Jencks, Esq., of Boston, and 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, in relation to the papers of Gov. 
Belcher, in the Library of that Society ; from the Historical Societies 
of Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
Vermont and Maryland, acknowledging the receipt of the Society's 
recent publications ; from the Regents of the University of New 
York, American Antiquarian, and American Philosophical Societies, 
Smithsonian Institution, Librarian Philadelphia Library, and several • 
individuals, referring to the Society's operations. He also read a let- 
ter from President Carnahan, regretting that certain engagements at 
Princeton, connected with his official duties in the College, would 
prevent his being present and reading his promised paper. 

The Librarian reported the donations received — Uie total additions . 
since January being 30 bound volumes of newspapers, 79 volumes of 
historical works, and more than a hundred pamphlets. 
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The donation of the Rev. Mr. Dodd^ of East Haven^ Conn , a na- 
tive of Bloomfield, consisted of* a namber of valnable historical vol- 
umes and pamphlets, and a complete file (with the exception of a few 
papers) of the Newark Sentinel — now the weekly paper of the DaUj 
Advertiser — ^from the commencement, in 1796, to the present time \ 
no less a period than ffty-five and a half years, bound in volumes, 
and in excellent preservation. This valuable addition to the library 
of the Society — ^in itself a local history — ^attracted much attention. 

Donations from various other individuals were interesting and val- 
uable. 

The Treasurer reported a balance in the Treasury of $132 68. 

Mr. Whitbhead, in the absence of Hon. Wm. Dayton, Chairman 
of the Committee appointed to apply to the Legislature for aid in 
publishing the Analytical Index to the Colonial Documents, reported 
that at the last session an appropriation of $500 was made to pur- 
chase such a number of copies as, at the subscription price, would 
amount to that sum ; and it was hoped that, as the resolution passed 
the Legislature unanimously, it might be considered the precursor of 
further liberal and approbatory measures tending to foster the inter- 
ests of the Society. 

Hon. James G. King, from the Committee charged with the man- 
agement of the Colonial Document Fund, reported that the -whole 
amount to be paid Mr. Henry Stevens, for procuring the Analytical 
Index, had been remitted to him in London, and it was expected that 
the supplementary matter, and the preface to be prepared by Mr. Ste- 
vens, would be completed by the middle of June. So ooon as re- 
ceived, and when the Committee on Publications might be authorized 
to print the whole work should it meet their approval, the cost of pub- 
lication could be ascertained, a subscription price fixed upon, and the. 
requisite number of volumes covered by the appropriation by the 
Legislature be set aside, subject to the order of the proper officer. In 
connection with the report, the Committee submitted the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That authority be conferred on the Committee on Pub- 
lications to carry into effect the suggestions of this report in regard to 
the publication of the Index to the Colonial Documents and Preface. 

Mr. King moved that the Committee be discharged, as no further 
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duties seemed to be require<i of thein ; bat^ at Ibe request of several^ 
wiUidrew the motion. 

Hon. Wm. a. Dueb, Chairman of the Committee on Publications^ 
reported that, since the last meeting of the Society, they had, as di- 
rected, published the fourth volume of " Collections/' containing the 
*' Papers of Lewis Morris, Governor of the Province of New Jersey 
from 1738 to 1746," with an introductory Memoir and illustrative 
notes ; and had been gratified to find that the estimate formed of the 
value and interest of the papers, as historical materials, by those wl^o 
examined them in manuscript, had been fully sustained by the criti- 
cisms which the published volumes had elicited. Members and others 
wishing copies might obtain them of the Treasurer or Librarian. 

Believing ^at it is a valuable auxiliary in sustaining and promoting 
the interests of the Society, the Commfttee again recommended the 
Periodical to the more general support of the members. 

Mr. Hayes, from the Committee appointed at the last meeting to 
revise the list of resident members, reported that they had attended 
to the duties assigned to them, and corrected the list to some extent, 
omitting the names of such members as were known to have declined, 
resigned or removed ; and by circulars to others whose wishes were 
not definitely understood, had endeavored to secure the information 
which would enable them at the next meeting to submit a perfect list 
to the Society. At present the roll contains the names of 300 resident 
members, besides 29 hfe members. 

R. S. Field, Esq., from the Committee on Biographies reported 
verbally that no progress had been made, in consequence of the want 
of co-operation on the part of those who alone possessed the requisite 
information. The publication of the recent volume of " Collections" 
had also in some measure rendered immediate action less necessary, 
as the primary object in the formation of the Committee was the ob- 
taining materials for that publication, which the Morris papers had 
supplied. He suggested, moreover, the propriety of devoting the 
funds of the Society to the publication of such of the documents to 
which the recently obtained Index gave a clue as might be deemed 
proper by the Committee on Publications ; enforcing his suggestion 
by remarks upon the value of original historical matter. 

Judge DuER, coinciding with Mr. Field, submitted a resolution to 
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the effect that the Committee on Biographies be discharged^ and that 
the suggestions of Mr. F. be carried out. , 

Dr. MuRBAT objected to the discharge of the Committee, as it was 
important that the Biogiaphies soaght should be obtained if possible, 
and its existence need not interfere with the other objects alladed to. 

Mr. Lucius D. Baldwin suggested that the Society should husband 
its resources, for it was manifest from the constantly increasing value 
of the library, manuscripts, and other property, a fire proof buildiug 
should be secured at as early a day as possible. 

The subject was postponed, to receive the report of the Committee 
on Nominations. Several new members were elected, in relation to 
whom a favorable report was made^ and new nominations were re- 
ceived. 

Judge Duer's resolution was then taken up, and after modification, 
passed as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publications, after examination 
of the Index to the Colonial Documents when complete, report what 
papers in the public ofiices in England they deem it expedient for this 
Society to prepare for publication. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Davidson, it was 

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Society be held at New 
Brunswick on Thursday, the 2d day of September next. 

Rev. Drs. Davidson, Proudfit and Cogswell, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to make the necessary arrangements. 

Referring to the letters which had been read from Mr. Jencks and 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, conveying information of the 
Belcher papers in the library of that institution, Mr. Whitehead said 
that it seemed incumbent on the Society to avail themselves of the 
privilege so freely accorded to them, and procure copies of such of the 
documents as referred to New Jersey. The State possessed so little 
original, authentic information respecting the men who administered 
the government during the provincial era of its history, that no oppor- 
tunity of the kind should be allowed to escape unimproved. He 
therefore moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to have the 
papers of Governor Belcher, and other documents in the Library of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, examined by some competent 
and duly authorized person, with a view to the selection of such por- 
tions referring to New Jersey as may be of suflicient interest to war- 
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rant their being transcribed ; and^n receiving his report, should the 
Committee deem it advisable t<fproceed, that they cause copies to be 
made in such a manner as may be most for the interest of the Society. 

Mr. Field warmly advocated the resolution, and congratulated the 
Society on the existence of such a collection, and that the Society 
could have access to it. Mr. F, referred at length to the recent pub- 
lication of the papers of Governor Morris, which he regarded as be- 
ing by far the most valuable contribution to the history of the State 
yet made by the Society ; it had shed a flood of light upon points in 
the history of that period hitherto obscure. Governor Belcher was 
the successor of Gov. Morris, and one of the most popular governors 
New Jersey ever had — and we might confidently expect, from a col- 
lection of his letters much new and valuable information respecting 
his administration, and also of the condition of this and neighboring 
colonies at that time. In the absence of such accurate and original 
materials, much injustice has sometimes been done to Colonial Gov- 
ernors, it being impossible without them to understand the true rela- 
tions existing between them and the people. 

Mr. Whitehead's resolution was then adopted. 

Rev. R. K. RoDOERs made some remarks in relation to the liberal 
donations received from the Rev. Mr. Dodd, and was followed by 
Rev. Dr. Murray, who closed with offering the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted ; 

Whereas, The Rev. Stephen Dodd, of East Haven, Connecticut, a 
native of Bloomfield in this State, has signally evinced his interest in 
this Society, by a donation of many valuable historical works and 
pamphlets, and especially by the gift of a complete set of the Newark 
"Sentinel of Freedom," from the year 1796 to the present time, be it 
therefore 

Resolved, That the liberal donation of books to the library by the 
Rev. Stephen Dodd, of East Haven, Connecticut, calls for special ac- 
knowledgement from the Society, and that the Corresponding Secre- 
tary be requested to transmit to Mr. Dodd their thanks for his valuable 
gift. 

Mr. Hayes submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publications be authorized to 
apply to the Common Council of the City of Newark for permission 
to publish such of the early manuscript Records and other docn- 
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ments in their possession, illustrating the history of the City and State, 
which may be of interest ; and should the request be granted, that 
they proceed to publish the same as one of the volumes of the Soci* 
ety's Collections, whenever placed in funds for the purpose, by private 
subscription or otherwise. 

Mr. Hayes stated that these records were of great value, and that 
measures should be taken to preserve them from destruction. They 
were already to some extent defaced, and as only one copy existed, 
some accident might forever destroy the sources of most of our knowl- 
edge respecting the settlement and early history of this portion of the 
State. He felt authorized to say that there were individuals ready to 
relieve the Society of the expense of publishing the work. 

After some remarks by Dr. Pennington, Mr. King and others, the 
resolution was adopted. 

The attention of the Society was drawn to a Genealogical Table 
of the Baldwin family, arranged upon an entirely original plan by 
Mr. CoNGAR, the Librarian of the Society ; the first progenitor occu- 
pying the center of a series of circles, each of which is appropriated 
to a generation, the constantly enlarging circles affording that space 
for the ever increasing number of descendants, which no other mode 
of arrangement affords. 

Aflera recess to allow the members to examine the library and col- 
lections, the Society adjourned for dinner. 

During the repast appropriate and interesting speeches were made 
by the Hon. Wm. Beacj^ Lawrence, of Rhode Island ; Presi dent 
King, of Columbia College ; R. S. Field, Esq.; Hon. Jasies G. 
King ; Hon. Dudley S. Gregory ; Rev. Dr. Murray, and others. 

EVENING SESSION. 

At 71-2 o'clock the Society again convened in Library Hall. 
Hon. James G. King, — referring to the suggestion made by Mr. 
Baldwin during the morning session — relative to a fire-proof struc- 
ture for the Society, offered the following resolution : ' 

Resolved, That a Special Committee be appointed to enquire into 
the expediency, and the cost of erecting a suitable fire-proof edifice 
for the reception of the library and other property of the Society, 
and that they be authorized to confer with the municipal authorities 
on the subject 
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Mr. King, alluding to the value of the historical works collected 
by the Society, said, in substance, that although the productions 
of individual minds, their influence was not circumscribed by the 
duration of single lives, but through all time the facts they con- 
tained would have weight and importance. History depended for its 
value upon its accuracy — in history as in man and all things else, 
truth was the source of excellence — and only from original sources 
of information could that truth be secured. It was therefore the duty 
of the Society to take care that the diamond sparks which emanated 
from these historical memorials should not have their lustre dimmed, 
nay, annihilated by any untoward event. Were the alarm bell to an- 
nounce to the citizens of Newark that a fire was devouring the accu- 
mulated treasures of the Society, was there one who would not be 
impelled to the scene in the hope that something might be rescued ? 
and should they have to stand before a heap of blackened ashes, their 
only remains, would not their consciences upbraid them for neglecting 
to provide in season a suitable receptacle ? He thought the matter 
«hould not be postponed, and he stood ready to perform whatever might 
be his duty in the premises. 

Chief Justice Green in a few remarks seconded the resolution. 

President King, of Columbia College, referred to the exertions 
made by the New- York Historical Society, to place their very large 
and valuable library in a safe edifice like that proposed by the reso- 
lution. Very recently that invaluble collection was in danger of de- 
struction from fire. A historical library stood more in need of such 
a protection than an ordinary one, for the most valuable portions 
were either manuscripts or rare works which once destroyed were de- 
stroyed forever ; no money could replace them. Not so with an ordi- 
nary library that could be insured, and if destroyed by fire could be 
replaced. The Historical Society of New Jersey had found a home 
— an agreeable home, in Newark, and such a building as that propo* 
sed would render its sojourn here still pleasanter and more produc- 
tive of beneficial results. It could not be doubted that a city so re- 
nowned for its intelligence and enterprise would promptly cooperate 
with the members of the Society in rearing an edifice that would re- 
dound to its honor. 

After remarks from Mr. Field and the President, the resolution was 
adopted, and Messrs. L. D Baldwin, Peter S. Duryee, and John P. 
Jackson were appointed the Committee. 
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The Hon. Theodobb FBBLiNOHVTBEii, President of Ratgers Col- 
lege> then delivered an address before the Society — ^for which thanka 
were returned and a copy desired for publication. 

The Society then adjourned to meet in New Bbumswick on Thurs- 
day the 2nd day of September next. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid %efore the Society, May 20th, 1852. 
Fbok James J. McCabteb, Esq. 

Chableston^ January 28th, 1852. 

Deab Sib : Your letter^ communicating the fact that I had been 
elected a Corresponding Member of the New Jersey Historical So-^ 
ciety, was received this morning* 

Although a citizen of South Carolina, yet New Jersey is my native 
State, and I feel a deep interest in every thing connected with her 
history, her honor, or her prosperity. 

I accept the membership which you have tendered me, and shall be 
glad to promote the views of the Society in every way that lies in my 
power. With great respect, 

JAMES J. McCARTER. 

W, A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec, dec. 



Fbom Caleb O. Halsted, Esq. 

JS[ew Yobk, January 25th, 1852. 

Sib : Your esteemed favor of 2 1st inst. is received, advising that I 
have been elected a Corresponding Member of the New Jersey His- 
torical Society. 

Feeling, as every Jerseyman should, a deep interest in the history 
of my native State, it is highly gratifying to be thus associated with 
those gentlemen who are engaged in the too long neglected duty of 
collectbg facts connected with the history of that State ; whose sons 
ever delight to honor her. 
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Herewith please accept my check for Fifty Dollars^ in aid of the 
fands of the Society. 

Very respectfully, your obed't serv't, 

CALEB O. HALSTED. 
W, A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec, dec. 



Fkom Rev. Edwin J. Hatfield. 

New York, January 23d, 1852. 
Deab Sib r I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours 
of the 21st, conveying the information of my election as *' a Corres- 
ponding Member of the New Jersey Historical Society.'' 

Be kind enough, dear Sir, to convey to the Society my high appre- 
ciation of this favor, and to assure them of my deep interest in every- 
thing pertaining to the history and welfare of the State within whose 
territory myself and my ancestors for five generations first drew the 
breath of life. 

Fully sympathizing with the New Jersey Historical Society in their 
noble plan and pursuits, it will always afiEbrd me peculiar pleasure to 
co-operate with them in the promotion of these objects as t have op- 
portunity. 

With sentiments of high respect. 

Yours, very truly, 

EDWIN F. HATFIELD. 
W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. 



From T. Russell Jencks, Esq. 

BosTon, Mass., April 5, 1852. 

Dear Sir : Yours of the 23d ult, enquiring of Gov. Belcher's let- 
ters in the Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society here, came 
duly to hand. 

I have cursorily examined the letters, and find them quite a mine* 
TTie collection referring to New Jersey commences Sept. 1747, on his 
arrival " after a tedious passage of 10 weeks in the Scarboro', man- 
of-war,** at his new Government, (N. J.) 

The letters are interesting : they are to his kinsfolk and friends — to 
his patrons and his clients. They give his impressions of the country 
and climate in their earlier pages, and further on they treat of his af- 
fairs with the Assembly, the raising of troops, and the allowance by 
the Lords Proprietors to the Province of expenses for defense, dec. 
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There are also found copies of his messages to the Assembly, and 
remarks on persons and events of private and public concernment. 

The style and matter of the letters are versatile and striking, show- 
ing the man, as well as the politician and ruler; conducting the agri- 
culture, draining and grazing of the landed proprietor, or the civil 
polity of national finance^and the husbanding of currency, and con- 
sulting with Franklin and Morris on connecting themselves with Brit- 
ish resistance to " French encroachments," with Braddock's expedi- 
tion, dec. dec. ; thus proving a collection biographically and nationally 
interesting. 

There are in all some six or seven volumes, foolscap size. These 
are all that the Massachusetts Society possesses, though only 3^ years 
out of the 10 of his New Jersey Governorship. They have come 
through different families to the Society, and I am not aware that the 
missing ones are to be found elsewhere. 

I have of course made only a slight examination of the collection, 
but will make it more in detail, should you desire it, and if you will 
indicate any particular points of research. 

If I can do anything else in the premises, 1 hope you will without 
hesitation *give me the pleasure of doing it. 
I am, very respectfully. 

Your obd't friend and serv't, 

T. RUSSELL JENCKS. 

W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. 



From Rev. Alexander Young, 
Corresponding Secretary Massachusetts Historical Society, 

Massachusetts Historical Society, ) 

Historical Rooms, Boston, April 19di, 1852. ) 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that at a meeting of 
the Historical Society of Massachusetts, held on the 15th inst., your 
letter of the 8th was presented, requesting, in behalf of the New Jer- 
sey Historical Society, " that some duly authorized person may be 
permitted to make copies of such of the papers of Governor Belcher, 
in the Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society, as may refer to 
his administration of the Government of New Jersey." 

Whereupon, it was voted, that the request of the New Jersey His. 
torical Society be granted. 

I have also the honor to inform you that the fourth volume of the 
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Collections of your Society has been received, and is deposited in the 
Library. 

Very respectfully, your obd't serv't, 

ALEXANDER YOUNG. 
W; A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. 



From Rev. Stephen Dodd. 

East Haven, 26th April, 1852. 

Sib : Though I am almost blind, yet I write you a few lines respect- 
ing the object of Mr. S. H. Congar's friendly visit. He arrived here 
last Thursday evening. On Friday we commenced packing the Sen- 
tinel of Freedom and other books in the boxes which I had previously 
prepared. This collection I had concluded to deposit in your Library 
when your Society voted to establish it at Newark. Hence Mr. Con- 
gar's arrival was both opportune and acceptable. The Sentinel con- 
tains a regular series from October, 1796, to the present time, (1852,) 
being about 55^ years — abating some imperfections — and all bound 
in 21 volumes, except the last 4^ years. To these I added 38 volumes 
on various subjects, chiefly of a historical character ; for which Mr. 
Congar gave me his receipt as Librarian of the Historical Society of 
New Jersey. 

These books I give to that Library so long as it remains in the city 
of Newark, out of regard to that Ancient Totonship (that part of it 
now Bloomfield) in which I was born, and in which I spent my child-, , 
hood and most of my youthful days. But should the Society think it 
expedient to riemove their Library to some other part of the State, it 
is my desire that in that case, my books should be left in trust with the 
Newark Library Company, in the same building, as it may be of some 
benefit to some of my family connections in that County. 

I have made this donation for an encouragement of the noble enter- 
prize in which your Society is engaged, and the satisfaction I have en- 
joyed in the perusal of the publications of the Society. I once read 
a remark made by King George the Hid. in an earnest conversation 
with one of his Lords about a state affair — " We must do as Wash- 
ington and Franklin did ; we must persevere !" Yes, persevere ! 

It may be acceptable and also useful to the younger members of 
your Society to notice the manner in which I have succeeded in gath- 
ering and preserving the Sentinel through so long a period. I began 
with this maxim : * If this paper, or any other, is worth to the reader 
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$2 per annum, it is also worth saving for future reading and reference. 
I may save the 92 as easily as it was earned and paid for the paper/ 
The publication of the Sentinel began in October, 1796, about the 
time I left home and entered College. In 1799 I became a regular 
subscriber, and all my papers were carefully filed and preserved. I 
also went to the Sentinel office and purchased from the beginning all 
the files, and thus I commenced the binding of the Sentinel — the first 
volume containing about three years. And thus I became, by regular 
payment, the patron of the Sentinel, from the Jirst paper issued by 
Pennington and Dodge, through all its changes of size, proprietors 
and editors and prices, 56]years ; and the fruits are now in your Li- 
brary. 

In July, 1803, 1 removed into Dutchess County Highlands, New 
York, and ordered the Sentinel to be sent after me, the nearest Post 
Office being 12 miles distant. For seven years I had to get my paper 
by such agencies as I could ; there being no regular post of any kind 
between me and the Post Office. 

In October, 1810, 1 removed into the town of Waterbury, Conn. ; 
Post Office distant 5 miles, which I occupied the next 7 years. The 
same year (1817) I removed into the town of East Haven, where I 
yet reside. For several years. Post Office, New Haven, 4 miles, but 
for more than 20 years we have had a daily mail. But through the 
whole series of 49 years, papers would miscarry, through the care- 
lessness of postmasters. This evil I endeavored to correct whenever 
I visited New Jersey, by inquiries among relatives, and by application 
to the files of the Sentinel office ; but this last resource failed me 
twice, when fires consumed the office and all its contents. Hence, 
under all these difficulties, it should not be thought strange that some 
papers should be wanting in the files of more than 55 years; but 
rather that any person could afiTord so much expense, care and patience 
as to preserve so much of the Sentinel of Freedom to its present age. 
And that though some of the papers are wanting, yet it is rather 
matter of surprise that I have succeeded in saving so much of that 
interesting old Sentinel. May he^still live to watch faithfully for the 
city of Newark and the State of New Jersey another half century. 

During 56 years I have paid annually 92, $1, $1 50 ; and for 49 
years, 52 cents postage per year. 

But, Sir, I feel a great satisfaction in the results of my care and 
labors, which find such an honorable, acceptable and useful a deposit 
as in the Library of the Historical Society of New Jersey. For after 
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el a sti 



a non-residence of 49 years, I still feel a strong attachment to that 
beloved State still remaining. Jersey, 

"With all thy faults, I love thee still." 

Mr. Congar will of coarse report the catalogue of books he received 
here and carried with him on his way home. 

I feel a strong desire to attend your next meeting in Newark, but 
my infirmities admonish me not to expect ever to set foot again on the 
soil of New Jersey. 1 began my 76th year the 8th day of March. 
The rheumatism has almost taken away my legs, and my blindness is 
such that I have not been able to read any book or periodical what- 
ever since July, 1851. I have some hope of the gradual return of 
vision. Very respectfully yours, 

STEPHEN DODD. 

P. S. Please excuse any omissions or blunders, for I am so old I 
carcely know what I write. 

W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. 



Obituary Notice of the Death of Robert Lawrence, Esq. ; from 
a newspaper of 1781. Received from Mr. James Lawrence. 

"At Upper Freehold, on Tuesday, the 31st of October ult., departed 
this life, in the 90th year of his age, Robert Lawrence, Esq, ; and 
the next day his remains, attended by a numerous concourse of his 
friends and acquaintances, were decently interred in the Friends' bu- 
rying ground there. He was bred to the profession of the law, which 
he practiced in his younger life ; was a member of General Assembly 
of this State, and Speaker of the House for upward of twenty years ; 
and highly and universally respected for his integrity, abilities and 
steady attachment to the interest of his country. The present revolu- 
tion found him beyond the age of business and activity ; but the hoary 
patriot, even in the last ebbings of life, would rejoice in the success of 
his countrymen, and pray that he might see Liberty and Independence 
established before he was called to his long home." * 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED MAY 20th, 1852.* 

From the Associaiion. — Seventeenth Annual Report of the Board of 
Directors of the Young Men's Association of Cincinnati. Jan. 
8, 1852. 

From Alexander VaUemare. — Rapport snr les onvrages ofierts par M. 
Vattemare au nom des differents Etats de 1 Americaine a la Society 
Centrale d Horticulture de France par M. le Dr. de Bonis. 

Appendix to Mr. Vattemare's report on International Exchan* 
ges, Nov. 16th, 1851. ^ 

From B. F, French, Esq, — Correspondence relative to the New Or- 
leans Free Li))rary. 

From Beach Vanderpool, Esq, — Report of the Registry and return of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in the State of New Jersey. 1852. 

From Mr. W. W. Kendall— A Brief History of the early Settlement 
of Fairfield County, being the substance of a Lecture delivered be- 
fore the Lancaster Literary Institute, with additional facts. By 
George Sanderson, Esq. 

From the Regents of the University of the State of New- York — 
Catalogue of Maps and Surveys in the Offices of the Secretary of 
State, of the State Engineer and Surveyor, and in the New -York 
State Library. 

Annual Report of the Canal Commissioners of the State of 
New-York. 1852. 

Report of the Select Committee of the Assembly of 1851, ap- 
pointed to examine into the affairs and condition of the State Pris- 
ons of the State of New- York. 1852. 

Annual Reports of the State Engineer and Surveyor — of the 
Comptroller — the Commissioners for embodying in a single act a 
Common School Code — the Commissioners of the Canal Fund, 
and the Auditors of that department — the Executive Committee of 
the State Normal School — of the Superintendent of the Banking 
Department — of the Trustees of the Astor Library — of the Com- 
missary General — the Treasurer — the Inspector General — and of 
the Adjutant General of the State of N. Y. 

Report of the Commissioners appointed to superintend the Com- 
pletion of the publication of the Natural History of N. York. 
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Annual Message of the Governor of the State of N. York. 

The Documentary History of the State of New- York. By E. 
B. O'Callaghan, M. D., Vol. 2, Quarto. 

Laws of the State of New- York, passed at the 74th Session of 
the Legislature. 

Journal of the Senate and Assembly of the State of N. York, at 
their 74th Session. 3 Vols. 

Documents of the Senate and Assembly of the State of New- 
York. 74th Session. 8 Vols. 
From the Navy Department — Navy Register of the United States for 

the year 1852. 
From Joseph C, G, Kennedy, Esq. — History and Statistics of the 
State of Maryland, according to the returns of the 7th Census of 
the U. States, 1850. Prepared under the direction of the Sec'y of 
the Interior, by J. C. G. Kennedy. 
From the United States. — Executive Documents — Senate and House 

Journal and Miscellanies of 2nd Session, 31st Congress. 21 vols. 
From the Rev. Stephen Dodd. — Campaign of General Buonaparte in 
Italy, during the 4th and 5th years of the French Republic. By a 
General Officer. 1798. 

Narrative of the Arctic Land Expedition to the mouth of the 
Great Fish River, and along the shores of the Arctic Ocean in the 
years 1833, 1834 and 1835. By Captain Back, R. N. Comman- 
der of the Expedition. 

Narrative of an Expedition to the Source of St. Peter's River, 
Lake Winnepeg, Lake of the Woods, dec, &;c., under the com- 
mand of Stephen H. Long, Major U. S. T. E. 2 vols., 8vo. 

An account of Expeditions to the Sources of the Mississippi, and 
through the Western Parts of Louisiania, &c. By Major Z. M. 
Pike. 

The History of the French Revolution. M. A. Thiers. 2 vols'* 

A Report to the Secretary of War of the United States on In- 
dian Affairs. By the Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. 

The History of Printing in America, with a Biography of Print- 
ers, &;c. By Isaiah Thomas. 2 vols. 8vo. 

A voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean, and Round 
the World, under the Command of Capt. George Vancouver. 6 
vols. 12mo. 

A Memoir of the life of William Livingston. By Theodore 
Sedgwick, Jun, • 
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American Annals, or a Chronological History of America. By 
Abiel Holmes, D. D. 2 vols. 8vo. 

A History of the District of Maine. « By James Sullivan. 

A History of the Original Settlement of the Delaware. By Ben- 
jamin Ferris. ^ 

The History of America. By William Robertson, D. D. 2 vols. 

The History of Pennsylvania. By Robert Proud. 2 vols. 8vo. 

An Historical Review of Pennsylvania from its origin. By Benj. 
Franklin, L. L. D. 

The History of Virginia from its First Settlement By John 
Burk. 2 vols. 

The History of North Carolina. By Hugh Williamson, M. D., 
L. L. D. 2 vols. 8vo. 

The History of South Carolina from its first settlement, in 1670, 
to thejear 1808. By David Ramsay, M. D. 2 vols. 8vo. 

The History of Kentucky, its Discovery, Settlement, dec. By 
H.Marshall. 2 vols. 

The Federalist, on the New Constitution. By Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Madison. 

Trial of Levi Weeks on an indictment for the Murder of Guliel- 
ma Sands. A. Hamilon, B. Livingston, A. Burr, Esqs., counsel 
for the prisoner. 

The Rights of Great Britain asserted against the Claims of 
America, being an Answer to the Declaration of the General Con- 
gress; said to be written by Lord George Germain. 1776. 

Revolutionary Memorials, embracing Poems by the Rev. Whee- 
ler Case. Edited by the Rev. Stephen Dodd. 

The East^Haven Register, containing a History of the Totvn of 
East-Haven — an account of the names, marriages, and births of 
the families which first settled, or have resided in East-Haven, and 
an account of the deaths from 1647 to 1823. Compiled by Rev. 
Stephen Dodd. 

Reports. — Of the Am. Education Society for the years 1828- 
29-34-39 and 42: 

Of the Mass. S. School Society for 1838-39 and 45: 

Of the Foreign Evangelical Society for 1842 and 43 : 

Of the Am. Tract Society, Boston, for 1826-27 and 28: 

Of the Domestic Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 1826* 
27-28-29-39 and 40: 

Of the Am. Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 
1845: 
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Of the Prison Discipline Society, Boston, 1830-^ and 36. 

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. for 1826--27-28-dl and 39, and of the General 
Association of New Hampshire. 1833. 

Proceedings of the Rhode Island Evangelical Consociation. 
1838. 

Catalogues of Yale College for 1835-36-37-39-40-42 and 43. 

Reports to the Legislature of Connecticut — from the Officers 
of the Retreat for the Insane, and the Asylum for the Deaf and 
Dumb— from the Superintendant of Common Schools — Commb- 
sioner of School Fund — Adjutant General — Quarter Master Gene« 
ral — the Secretary of State, on Births, Marriages, and Deaths — 
Directors of State Prison — Comptroller of Public Accounts — and 
on the Number of Divorces for five years previous to 1849, with 
Resolutions and private Acts of the General Assembly of the State 
of Connecticut. 1849. 

Statement of the number of Representatives frocn the Counties 
and Towns in Connecticut, the Taxes, dec, for 1846. 

Thomas Paine's Dissertation on First Principles of Governmenti 
including his Speech as delivered in Convention. July 7, 1795. 
Paris Edition. 

Gov. Wolcott's Message to the Legislature of Connecticut. 
1823. 

Speech of Gov. Trumbull to the Legislature of Connecticut, 
1849. 

Addresses of Messrs. Hopkins, E. Beecher, Bacon, and L. 
Beecher, on Education at the West 1845. 

Copy of Treaty with the Mexican Republic, and correspondence 
in relation thereto. July 6, 1848. 

Reports of the Commissioners of Patents for 1844-5-^of the 
Navy Department on American Coals, 1844, and Executive Docu- 
ments, No. 1, 2d Session, 30th Congress. 1848. 

The Sentinel of Freedom, published at Newark, New Jersey, 
from Oct. 5, 1796, to March 30, 1852 inclusive, in 21 bound vol- 
umes. 
From the Librarian of Yale College, — ^A Historical Discourse pro- 
nounced before the Graduates of Tale College, by Theodore D. 
Woolsey, Aug. 14, 1850. 

President Woolsey's Sermon on the Death of Albert Hebard 
185L 
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From the Author, — A Reply to the Strictures of Lord Mahon, and 
others on the mode of editing the Writings of Washington. By 
Jared Sparks. 
Frotr* the Author, — A Farewell Sermon, Preached in the First Pres- 
byterian Church at Princeton, N. J., AprU 4th, 1852. By Wm. E. 
Schenck. 
From the Author, — ^Progress of the City of New- York, during the 
last Fifty Years ; with notices of the principal Changes and Im- 
portant Events. By Charles King, L. L. D. 
From the Author, — ^Romanism at Home. By Nicholas Murray, I). D. 
From the Author, — Historical Collections of Louisiana, embracing 
translations of many rare and valuable documents, with Historical 
and Biographical Notes, and an Introduction. By Benj. F. 
French. Part IIL 
From Dr. L, A. Smith, — The Duty of Public Usefulness.. A Ser- 
mon by Robert Little, Preached in the Capitol of the U. States, 
Feb. 16, 1823. 

The Wonderful Works of God are to be Remembered. A 
Thanksgiving Sermon, by David Osgood, A. M. Nov. 20, 1794. 
Bishop BrownelFs Election Sermon. May 1st, 1822. 
The Simplicity of the Gospel Defended in a Discourse delivered 
in London in the year MDCXLI. By Samuel How. 

The Good Land We Live In. A Sermon delivered July 7th 1802. 
By the Rev. Stanley Griswold. 

A Discourse delivered at Hartford, Feb. 22, 1800, on the day set 
apart by Congress, to pay a tribute of respect to the memory of 
Washington. By Abel Flint, Pastor of South Church, Hartford. 

Oration in commemoration of the nativity of Washington. By 
Isaac C. Bates. 1812. 

The Sacred Origin of the Jewish and Christian Religions, in three 
Sermons, by Robert Little. 1823. 

A Reply to Andrews's Strictures on Brooks's Essay in favor of 
Christian Communion. By Charles Brooks. 

Letter to a Unitarian Clergyman of Boston, by a Gentleman of 
that City. 1828. 

Address of the Associated Ministers of the Southern District of 
the County of Hampshire. 1810. 

The Doctrine of Salvation for all Men put out of all Dispute 
1783. 
Allen's Sale Catalogue of Books for 1792. 
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From President King of Columbia College. — ^Speech of Lient Gov. 
Lawrence ia the Senate of Rhode Islaud^ on the Maine Law. 
Feb. 10, 1852. 

Docametits tending to prove the superior Advantages of Rail- 
Ways and Steam Carriages over Canal Navigation. By John 
Stevens. 1812-.re-printed 1 852. 
From Rev, R, K, Rodgers, — ^An Oration delivered before the Am. 
Phil. Society, in Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 1786, containing an enquiry 
into the Influence of Physical Causes upon the Moral Faculty. 
By Benjamin Rush, M. D. 
From Mr. J. W. Tucker. — ^A History of the Guards, Grays, and 
Blues of New Haven. By Offin G. Wilson.' 1846. 
Senate Journal of State of New-York, for Feb. 28th, 1845, M. S. 
From David A, Hapes, Esq. — ^Tickets in the Elizabethtown and 
New-Brunswick Church Lottery, and Newark Academy Lottery. 
1793. 
The New Jersey Journal, April 2, 1794. 
From Rev. N. Murray, D. 2>.— The Weekly Museum, from Feb. 16, 
1793 to Feb. 22, 1794. 

Tlie Philadelphia Minerva of 1797, and Weekly Museum of the 
same year. 

The Rural Magazine from Feb. 1798 to Feb. 1799— complete. 
The New- York Weekly Magazine from Nov. 1795 to Aug. 1797. 
The New- York Gazetteer and the Country Journal — semi-weekly 
—by Shepard KoUock, from Dec. 1784 to Aug. 1786. 

The New- York Gazetteer, or Daily Evening Post, from August 
to December 1786 — and the New Jersey Journal and Political In- 
telligencer, from Nov. 1786 to July 1787. 

The American Farmer and Duchess County Advertiser from 
June 8, 1798 to July 1800. 
From Mr. Robert Crowell. — The Orange County Patriot, or Spirit 
of '76, from 1808 to 1828, in nine bound volumes. 
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MEMBERS ELECTED. 

MAT20TH, 1852. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 
BcT.OhM. W. H&ma, D. D., Lawrmoit>iU€,y.J., 
** G. S. Heniy, D. D. Oahoood, near BeUeville, ^ /. 

OOBBESPONDING MEMBEB. 
Wm. C. BiiMiibeiy, Muh Tori, 

HONORABT MEMBERS. 
Beiyunin Franklin French, Mw- TorJc. 

Hon. Wm. B. Lftwrence, Newport, B, L 
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THE 

USES AND BENEFITS OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. 

A Paper read before the New- Jersey Historical Society. 
Mar 20tli, 1852. 

BY HON. THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D., 



History presents some of its most useM results iii the lessens it 
furnishes on the coarse of Divine Providence^ and in the light which it 
sheds on tiie character of nations and of men. It has been called 
philosophy teaching by experience ; and such^ in many respects^ is 
the relation which it maintains. 

Resting on a great moral truth, that hnman nature, under all the di- 
versities of condition and cultivation, is radically the same, there can 
be no period in the whole range of historical memorial that may not 
be of useful application. Whatever differences may exist, they are 
traceable to divers influences, and the study of these becomes as in- 
teresting as the primitive types of character. The leading facts con- 
cerning any particular age, are the materials out of which ar^ drawn 
some ruling principles of prudence or policy. And here we perceive 
the injustice of a disposition to undervalue the agency of a Historical 
Society. As it deals so much with dust and cobwebs in its researches 
after neglected and forgotten materials, a superficial thought is apt to 
regard it all as of little value. But sober reflection will correct this 
prejudice. 

History, to be useful^ must be not only strictly true, but extensively 
and even minutely faithful. Circumstances often so modify the char- 
acter and bearings of important events, that all of them should be re* 
garded, especially in the first records that form the basis of a regular 
history. The proTince and scope of history, it should be remem- 
bered, are with matters offacty not what might or should be, but what 
has been. She deals with realities, and therefore no care or pains, n^ 
toils among dusty folios, and down into the deeps of worm-eaten and 
weather-beaten loads of garret lumber and cobwebbed bundles, should 
be held unbefitting or misdirected. For the Past lives among Ikem 
forbidding masses of pamphlets and coireBpondenee ; and if we had 
no patient, long-tded virtuoso, content and ever leased with sveh in^ 
▼estigatioiiB, we should never have a volume to preserve tiie treatoref^ 
that wait to reward the toil-worn student of the last hundred years* 
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The sacred history of tiie Bible forms the best model after which a 
Historical Society should construct its system of operations in collect- 
ing materials and collating facts. 

Here we have in the first place a general account of the origin of 
th^ world, of men and of nations; and, then in the order of events, 
the calling and separation of a peculiar people, their laws and customs, 
and the providences of God towards them through a long cycle of 
1500 years to the captivity. On looking into the sacred records, two 
matters are of striking notice : the brevity, and the fulness of the ac- 
count The volume of a spelling book will contain the whole history ; 
and yet what wonderful fullness — what and how many strong and in- 
structive points in the habits, arts, commerce and institutions of this 
peculiar people. 

The distinctive character of their rulers, judges and kings are given, 
with frequent and occasional episodes, bright by the development of 
some exalted individual excellence ; as Joseph's unshaken purity, Ju- 
dah's inimitable plea and generous purpose, David's sin and his peni- 
tence ; Abraham's faith, in its strength and its infirmity, and Job in 
his patience and despondency. 

The comprehensive brevity of the Bible may be readily seen and 
admired in the 2d chapter of Genesis. Here (and it is only one col- 
umn and a part,) are to be found the institution of the Sabbath, and 
the reasons for it, its law and objects ; the garden planted, its locality 
and its occupants ; and we may pause on the suggestive fruitfulness 
of thought, that is quickened by the great law of marriage : ** Man is 
to leave his father and mother and cleave unto his wife, and they 
twain to be one flesh." We perceive the basis of the family relation, 
and tiie 'spirit of the sacred bond that forms it. A man is to cleave 
unto his wife, before his father's house — before the home of his child- 
hood, that dear spot of tender memories — all to be left for her ; " and 
they twain to be one ;" the union to be sacred, intimate and perpetual ; 
in sympathies, sorrows, tears and joys, one ; a communion in cares 
and perplexities, in sunshine and storm, abroad and at home, around 
the hearth-stone and the altar. And all this is clearly indicated by a 
single short line, in which the Family rises in its incalculable import- 
ance on the social and civil interests and hopes of men. Some pro- 
found observer once said : " Give me the popular ballads of a pastoral 
people and I will control the public sentiment ; let me thus participate 
in forming the minds of the women, and I'll rule the men." He might 
have added| with increased emphasis, " let me reach the households 0/ 
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-a nation, let the influences which I may bring, have a clear and un« 
obstracted way to the family circle, in its early and impressible rela- 
tions, and I will wield the laws, and under Heaven, the final destinies 
of that community." The marked lines of history are formed by the 
individual and social condition and character of men. You may often 
learn the neighborhood through the men who have dwelt there, and 
the opinions held and cherished, as you tell tiie man from the company 
he keeps. Thus history phifosophizes safely and instinctively ; the 
foundation is reliable, and the deductions just and wise. Nor can any 
fact or incident, however seemingly unimportant or even trifling, be 
despised ; for such often link themselves with large and long-reaching 
"influences. 

To illustrate my meaning, in the Bible history the name of the 
mother of a King is given without comment. This often occurs. To 
many it may seem a trifling memorial ; yet when you look more near- 
ly into the character of the King, you are often constrained to recog- 
nize the law of a mother's sway ovei childhood, in mind and morals; 
and a little nearer observation will often detect a wicked woman in 
the mother of a wicked King. Sacred history has by design placed 
them in such close connections, for profitable reflection and study. 
Another view of the subject more vividly confirms the proposition 
that nothing in the regular out-goings of events should be disregarded. 
Other times or other researches may and usually do evince some im- 
portant relation and bearing of that which may be contemned or ridi- 
culed to-day. We have shuddered in the recital as Robespierre, the 
iype of all that is fiendish in purpose or ferocious in crime, comes up, 
•like a blazing comet, to aggravate the horrors of the French revolution. 
And yet, take his name along in your researches, and you will find 
the origin of the monster in the elements that wrought up that tempest 
of blood and fire. A people that can shut up the Bible and the tem. 
pies of God ; that can blot out the Sabbath, and strive to believe that 
virtue is a delusion, and death an eternal sleep, will produce monsters 
like Robespierre, at all times and in all places ; the progeny is as con- 
genial as the spawn of the viper. Robespierre thus becomes a his- 
-torical problem ; and the existence and influence of such a monster 
are the lights furnished to prepare a chapter teeming with moral in- 
struction, and that leads to the solution of many interesting questions. 
The laws of truth and virtue take a firmer hold of our convictions, 
-when such inevitable results follow the violation of their claims. 
* Turning to more pleasant aspects of the subject, the relations of 
the father of his country, in his political and private character and 
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Tirtile^ to the people that honored and revered bfan while living, an<t 
h^d among their BHcred treasures as dead, are all instructive. Mr. 
Galiatin once sagely remarked, that the American people should not 
mdy tolerate but glory in such a pure, bright name as Washington, 
was their best witness ; and Washington, be it considered, grew into 
the maturity of his exalted character under the encouragement of 
kindred sympathies and high thoughts around him. The crowning 
virtue of Washington was the purity of his patriotism. He denied 
and forgot himself because he had given himself to his country. He 
had staked all on her destiny. Yet his compatriots, with hearts glow- 
ing with tiie same immortal fires, had also devoted themselves, life, 
fortune and sacred honors, on the same altar ; and the people — three 
millions of people — men, mothers and daughters, had come into the 
pledge, and bound it round their hearts. He threw before them a no- 
ble purpose, sublime in virtue ; it fell on congenial spirits, and as it 
was reacted, brought with it an increase of vigor and steadfastness. 

Allow me, on this feature of o^r eventful history, to glance at two 
affecting incidents that belong 16 the Revolution. After the British 
troops took possession of Boston, the purpose came up before the old 
Congress to bum and destroy the city, and thus drive out the enemy, 
and Uius also give a demonstration to Great Britain of the character 
of the people that she deemed to be of such easy subjection. When 
the scheme (afterwards relinquished) came up for deliberation, John 
Hancock rose in his place and said : " It is true, as has been deli- 
cately intimated, the most of my worldly substance lies in Boston, but 
if the interest of my country calls for the sacrifice, pass the vole to 
htm it," I have often thought you could almost perceive this noble, 
iugh-souled patriotism of the man, in that bold, broad hand which he 
set to the Declaration of Independence, as if he said, ' There is my 
name, and that is my purpose ; no man can mistake them.' 

Another incident : at the darkest period of our struggle, while Ben- 
jamin Franklin was in Paris, anxiously laboring for his country, an 
Englii^ friend of his wrote a private, confidential letter, Idndly ad-^ 
iridnishing him of tiie perils that seemed to thicken around him, and 
Innting to him the prudence of a timely concern for his own safety.- 
The Doctor, with consummate address, and in his frank way sent him 
a brief note, characteristic of the man, as the following extract will 
diow : " I thank you for your kind caution, but havhig nearly finished 
a long life, I set but little value on what remains of it. Perhaps the 
best vse such an oM ftUmo can be put to is <o HMhe a martyr <fhim"* 
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(3 Diplom. Cor., pp. 40, 41.) From these occasional sparks we caa 
form a just sense of the temper that animated, directed and sustained 
the American mind in all that long, patient and never-flinching con- 
test with the motiier country. 

Here are facts, few, strong and unmistakeable, and out of them his- 
tory may form many fruitful chapters. And so, too, the Declaration 
of Independence is a material which volumes would not exhaust, in 
the inquiries to which it prompts. T^e signers, their localities, their 
education, who trained them, and how ; how they stood with their 
respective communities. All such details are important, as they make 
up a mirror by which the men are learned, in their early trainings and 
in the circumstantial influences that clustered around them and 
helped to shape the issues of life for them. 

Historical memorials, should they hot, as to matter, reach beyond 
Qur own State, may be indeflnitely extended. It may and should be 
pushed into her neighborhood history, and bring to light the men of 
influence that have given the tone to opinion, and the complexion to 
manners and character. It would form a most interesting record thus 
to map out even the villages and towns of our State ; who dwelt in 
them, their professional and political relations, what principles guided 
their conduct, and the measures, if any, that grew up under their fos- 
tering care. Thus would the sound philosophy of morals be best il- 
lustrated, and its great laws confirmed and enforced. Hereby, too, 
we should be the better able to trace up our own to other times, and 
to the men who stood the nearest. The manners and spirit of our 
people can be in large measure explained by the lights of our history. 
And the exposition becomes clearer by bringing into the account the 
diversified and yet healthful influences of our primitive elements — the 
Butch, the Friends, and the Old and New Englander. The first, slow 
but steadfast ; the second, kind and calm ; the third, earnest, onward, 
active, and calculating to suffer and to die. While the one may in ita 
tendencies urge too fast, the other may pause too long, and the other 
come to an absolute stand ; yet we shall perceive that by a benignant 
combination, a considerate, enterprising and prosperous activity has 
been the happy product of them all. 

This onward propensity of tiie New Englander has been fruitful of 
immeasurable benefit, and that the Great West was the range of his 
purposes, as undefined as the practical meaning of the terms. • Once 
these words found their interpretation in the Lakes of New York, then 
tht Mianus of Ohio, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Indiana, Illinois^ Missouri^ 
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Oregon and California ; and now as far as steam and compass can 
guide and bear the restless adventurer. And when he comes round 
from the rising sun in his circumnavigation, if he does not tempt an- 
other planet, it will be simply because no bark can carry him. We 
cannot give time to mix these elements to-day ; but it certainly seems 
that in their combination we might satisfactorily furnish the chief out- 
lines and the ruling features that go to form a regular and proper Jer- 
seyman. New Jersey, and all west of us, stood in need of just such 
impulses as the east sent over. They woke us up, and roused to en- 
ergy and industry and emigration, enterprise at home, and hardy 
courage to face difficulties, to build log cabins and live in them 
abroad. 

We could not well name a more apposite or seasonable illustration 
of the truth of many of these suggestions than is furnished by the place 
where we are now convened. The character, early habits and ruling 
principles of the emigrants who first peopled this and the surrounding 
towns and villages, should all of them be carefully gathered up and 
faithfully preserved if we would learn ourselves and be qualified to 
instruct others concerning the nature of man, as an individual and in 
his social and political relations, and concerning also those unchanging 
moral laws which God has ordained should run on in their issues from 
generation to generation ; the harvest known often to be foretold by 
the seed sown — they who sow the wind reaping the whirlwind, with 
fixed, unalterable and everlasting certainty. And by this local scru- 
tiny we should learn many of the causes that have contributed to dis- 
tinguish this whole district for its intelligence, love of order, reverence 
for authority; and sound and fervent piety. 

The existence of so many religious denominations in our State, 
dwelling together in fraternal unity ; their origin and numbers ; the 
condition of our Colleges ; the numbers brought together from the 
several States, of great divei-sity in temperament and tendencies, 
their mutual and common influence exerted while together, and borne 
back to their homes. In truth, time would fail to refer, however has- 
tily, to the thousand aspects in which the subject rises to considera- 
tion. A little industrious carefulness now bestowed, will preserve 
these masses of historical materials for future and profitable uses ; 
while a few more years of neglect and time will have doomed them 
all, and leave to posterity nothing but an unavailing regret. 

Perhaps at no period of time has there been an era of more fruitfal 
and stirring events than the last fifty years. To look back upon tfa^m 
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as they rise to astonish oflen, even now, tasks our sober faith. So 
many of them crowded into so short a space. The steamer on land 
outstripping the steamer on the water ; and the Telegraph casting 
beth far into the distance. To paint with the light, and to send news 
by the lightning, can hardly yet be held within the grave compass of 
reality. We were — many, I mean — at first strongly tempted to refer 
it to some witchery behind the curtain. The mind is prone to such 
weaknesses. We love the marvellous ; we would, if we could, make 
a wonder or a token out of the crowing of a cock or the howling of 
a dog. We love to, or did in other days, and not far behind, (it be- 
longs to history,) to invest a poor old woman, withered by age, in- 
firmities and sorrows, with some potent charm, and charge all the ills 
of a neighborhood upon her magic power. And nothing has so much 
corrected these illusions as the progress of science. So true it is that 
knowledge always expels the false lights of superstition that hang on 
the borders of ignorance. 

Looking out into broader relations of the subject, we can very 
clearly perceive in the history of the early settlement of this country 
what wonderful connections seemingly unimportant facts hold with 
lasting and far-reaching consequences. A reference to a few of them 
will afl^ord abundant proof. The times in which the Puritan pilgrims 
left the old and reached this new world, was then probably deemed to 
be of little moment ; and yet these dates open to us the character of 
the British nation, the spirit of the people and of the emigrants. We 
turn to the chapter of their politics, pursuits and habits, their struggles 
with power and their thirst for civil and religious liberty. 

So again as we look through the 17th century to the beginning of 
the 16th, the Reformation rewards our researches with its rich and 
fruitful memorials. And a little farther back, we come to the Maru 
ner^s Compass as an intrepid agent to track the Ocean, and be the 
guide of the sailor when the stars go out And next, the Printing 
Press, to penetrate the depths of time and shed the light of the Past 
upon the generations to come. What thrilling events, what influen- 
tial moral causes, connect themselves with the great aims of history^ 
as a faithful chronicle. The Reformation, the Compass, and the Press 
— these mighty agencies of Divine Providence were prepared at the 
times and in the order of succession best adapted to fulfil the counsels 
of Infinite wisdom. 

That this Puritan colony, thus instructed and trained at home for 
ho|^fal enterprise, should have stopped for a season at Holland, would 
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hsre raised a smOe to name it to a superficial observer. ' What of 
it/' he might say ; ' it lay in their way ; why should we stop the story 
for any Dutch port V History^ more considerate^ looks out from the 
deck of the Mayfllower, at that eventful period, and rejoices to find 
there a kindred spirit of enlightened freedom, full and strong — a spirit 
that was to fight its way and nobly resolve to die in the last ditch, on 
its purposes. Holland was tiie fit resting place where the pilgrim 
might drink at the fountains, recruit his powers and refit his armor for 
the trials that awaited him. And time has instructive relations to the 
American side of the picture. Here, at that period, lay a continent 
where none but savage men and prowling beasts had a dwelling-place. 
There was no pre- occupation of this vast territory that could seriously 
thwart or disturb the freest experiment. It might truly be said of the 
Pilgrims that they had the world before them, where to choose, and 
Providence their gpide. And lastly, the place where they landed, is of 
rich historical interest The rock of Plymouth, on an iron-beund 
coast—^a dreary wilderness — a cold, forbidding winter— the war-whoop 
and threatening tomahawk of the savage — it is true that all 
these are mere circumstances ; and incidents of such character 
always or generally attend immigration. No change of place can 
well be without them, or some of them. Very true ; and no change 
of place, of a people or a colony, can be unimportant in some of its 
bearings. Had they landed at Virginia or Georgia, or even at Cape 
May, the whole character of the people would have been modified. 
The stem northern winter, the surrounding savages, the unfriendly 
soil, all combined to train up a hardy, self-disciplined, self-denied 
race of men, of the right mould for difficult enterpise and daring ex- 
ploit in the great scheme of Christian civilization ; just such men as 
should people New England, dnd send out their children all over the 
West, to mix in and prepare a nation of freemen, fearing God and 
loving liberty. 

This very brief and imperfect sketch will evince the importance of 
such simple matters as dates and seasons, climate and soils, and how 
much diey may contribute to enlighten us in the causes that lead on to 
the broadest and most lasting consequences. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE O*" 

tVILLIAM ALEXANDER, 

EARL OF STIRLING, 
MAJOR (S^ENEEAIi DURING THE REVOLUTION, 

( Conivrmedfrcm Vol, yi, p* 64.) 



PETBR V. B. LITINGSTOX TO WILLIAH ALEXANDER. > 

New York, Nov. 17th, 1755. 
Dear Sir: *• 

Your letter of the 10th instant. Captain Gates did not deliver 
before yesterday at 12 o'clock, though he arrived here on Saturday. I 
have been all this day looking out for the articles you order to be sent 
immediately. The blankets are not to be had in town. I have bought 
a few rugs, and shall buy as many more as I can get. There is not 
one hogshead of New England rum or New York rum in town ; I 
shall be oUiged to buy West India, if to be had, and send it up in 
hogsheads, for I can't get barrels made in three weeks. I can't find 
any quantity of pork in town, and must stay till it comes to market I 
have bought eighty barrels of powder, and shall buy the other twenty 
if I can ; but how to pay for these or the other things I have bought, 
I know not Mr. Johnston has paid me more than ten thousand 
ounces in marked silver, which I can't {ftit off; and the other warrant 
is paid in Boston, and not a shilling of the money here. There is now, 
I judge, ten thousand pounds sterling in gold in the military chest in mj 
house, chiefly Portugal money ; but I can get none of it. I am, dec. 



THE SAHE TO THE SAME. 

New York, Nov. 19th„ 1754. 
Dear Sir: 

I have very little money left, and shall be out in a few days. 

« m « ## # # *. 

If possible, send me a warrant for at least five thousand pounds ster- 
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ling, 'without deduction^ on Mr. Johnston, He has above ten thou- 
sand pounds in gold in the military chest in my house. Captain Shhr- 
ley is extremely ilL If no speedy alteration, I fear we shall lose him^ 
which I do assure you will i^ect me very much. I am, dec. 



HENRT VAN SCHAACK TO WILLIAM ALEXANDEB. 

New York, February 10th, 1756; 
Sir: 

My former acquaintance with you I hope will apologize for the 
freedom of tiiis letter. The last summer's campaign has given me 
some inclination for military life» so tiiat I am now determined to enter 
into his Majesty's service the ensuing campaign, provided I can get 
such an employment as will answer ; wherefore I must beg the favor 
of you, that if anything should offer that you think.wiU do, to men- 
tion mo to General Shirley, to whom I hope my behaviour in the en- 
gagement with Captain McGinnis last summer, with your interest, 
will serve as a recommendation to get me something for my advan- 
tage. Should nothing offer in the army, I should be very glad of 
having the transaction of some business in Albany, for the faithful 
performance of which I could give you undoubted security, if required. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your j)romotion. 
With my best wishes for tiie continuation of your health, I am, &c. 

P. S. If you direct to me, I reside at present at Kinderhook. 



WILLAM ALEXANDER TO %VILLIAM SMITH, JR., AND WM. LIVINGSTON.* 

Boston, March 1st, 1756. 
Gbntlbmbn : 

General Shirley having received information from several of 
His Majesty's officers recruiting at New York, and in tiie more west- 
em governments, that they have been arrested and imprisoned for en- 
listing and entertaining indented servants and apprentices, and that 
others of them are threatened with the same treatment, has therefore 

* These gentlemen, who seem to have been associated in their professional bosi- 
ness, were separated by their political principles at the Revolation ; after which, the 
one became Chief Justice of the Province of Canada, and the other the first Qovemor 
of the State of New Jersej. The j had both studied law with James Alexander. 
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ordered me to write to joa and to desire jour acceptance of a proper 
fee in behalf of the Crown^ to defend all such officers as shall, in the 
Province of New York, be sued on that account ; and in case any of 
them are proceeded against so far as to be imprisoned, to put in 
proper bail to release them, (but not before they have been imprisoned 
twelve hours at least,) and that you will take such other steps as are 
necessary for obtaining a final determination of the matter before the 
King in Council. 

I have wrote to Mr. Peter V. B. Livingston to provide bail when- 
ever you shall let him know that it is necessary, and to wait on you 
with the fee the General has ordered. I shall inclose to a copy of a 
letter which the General wrote to the Governor of Pennsylvania, on 
this subject, by which you will see his sentiments about this matter. 

I am, dec* 



THE SAME TO COLONEL OTIS. 

Boston, March 2d, 1856. 
Sik: 

I received your letter of the 15th ult. last Wednesday, and 
have unavoidably been so hurried that I have not had a moment al- 
lowed me to answer it, till now. 

I am glad to find that both Captain White and Captain Allen were 
in so great forwardness with their batteaux-men, and hope they will 
make no delay in embarking for NiBw York, as I shall now fully an- 
swer the objection they met with from their men, and explain what 
they seem to misapprehend in the General's proclamation. 

As to whale-boats, if you judge more are wanted than what we 
agreed upon, you will be pleased to supply as many as you esteem 
necessary to transport them and iheir baggage. *By the General's 
proclamation, it is plain that the batteaux-men were to enter into pay 
from the time t}iey embark or set out for Albany, and consequently 
are not entitled to the allowance of provisions, dec, usual in the ar- 
my, until they do set out. It is also plain by the proclamation, that 
they were to receive, upon being mustered at Albany, twenty days' 
allowance ; that is, twenty days of their pay from the time of their 
setting out, and not bounty money, as they seem to misapprehend it 
But to make the matter easier to the men, I enabled you to pay their 
advance money before they set out On these terms, all the compa- 
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niet fliat have been completed here and at New York are engaged^ 
and are very well satisfied therewith. The allowing them pov isions 
and mm sufficient to cany them to NewTork^ is what they certainly 
are entitled to^ and is what I imagine I gare you sufficient authority to 
supply them with ; wherefore you will also be pleased to do that 

How the Captains came to understand that the advance money was 
intended to them as levy money^ or that they are entitled to a dollar a 
inan for that service^ I can't tell ; but there is no such thing in the pro- 
clamation^ nor was it intended. They may depend they shall fare as 
well as the rest of the companies ; and they may also depend that 
whatever is reasonably their own/ they will have ; and I doubt not, as 
the pay in this service is so much superior to any other, it vrill be 
quite agreeable to them. As to their receiving their pay from you, I 
toid you I think before, that if any of them will give orders on their 
Captain to pay you their wages, and on such orders being produced 
to me, I will order the money to be paid you at Boston by JVf r. Erving. 
This is a thing that provides new trouble to me, but anything of that 
kind I will do, to make it convenient to the men. Whatever you ad- 
yance agreeably to the above, shall be repaid to you by Mr. Erving, 
and this shall be a. sufficient draft on him for that purpose. 

I am very much obliged to you for the trouble you have and are 
taking in this affair. Such public spiritedness I hope will be reward- 
ed by suitable public benefits. I am, dec. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Vol. VI. 1852. No. in. 

Nbw-Brun8wick, September 8th, 1852. 

The Society convened to-day in this city, in the 2d Presbyterian 
Church, at 12 M., the Executive Committee having postponed the 
meeting from the 2d, the day originally designated, in consequence of 
that having been selected for another public meeting, interfering with 
the attendance of the members. 

The Chair was taken in the absence of the President by the Hon. 
James G. King, one of the Vice-Presidents, who, subsequently, re- 
linquished it to another — the Hon. Stacy G. Potts. 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, the Corbes* 
PONDING Secretary submitted the correspondence since May, com- 
prising letters from Hon. Wm. Beach Lawrence, of Rhode Island, 
and Benjamin F. French, Esq., of New York, acknowledging their 
election as honorary members ; from John Chbtwood, Esq., of Cal- 
ifornia, Rev. J. B. CoNDiT, D. D., of Lane Seminary, Ohio, and Wm. 
F. Clemsen, Esq., of Chilicothe, recognizing their transfer from the 
list of resident to that of corresponding members in consequence of 
removal from the State; from the Missouri Historical Society^ 
American Antiquarian Society, and Regents of the University of the 
State of New York, acknowledging donations ; from A. D. Bache, 
Esq., Superintendent of Coast Survey ; Miss Catharine Veghte, of 
Raritan, and the Historical Societies of Connecticut and New York^ 
transmitting donations for the Library; from Edward Armstrong, 
Esq., of Philadelphia; Librarian Historical Society of Massachusetts, 
and various gentlemen on matters connected with the operations of 
the Society. 
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The Librarian reported the donations received since May, the total 
amount of additions being 157 pamphlets, 26 volumes of newspapers, 
and 19 bound historical works. 

Several of these donations are of much value to the historian and 
antiquarian. Miss Catharine Veghte's gift was the New York Ob- 
server from its commencement twenty-two years ago, there being but 
few papers missing. From Mr. Farlee was received a copy of the 
third edition of Samuel Newman's Concordance of the Bilbe — ^the 
tiiird Conoordance compiled in the English language, and far superior 
to its predecessors — printed in 1658 ; Mr. Newman was pastor of the 
church in Rdioboth from 164i to 1663. 

The Treaaurer reported a balance in the Treasury of $260 42. 

Dr. MuRKAY, from the Executive Committee, reported that the Cor- 
rei^nding Secretary had consented, at the request of the Committee, 
to make the examination of the Belcher Papers in the Massachusetts 
Historical Society's library, which was directed at the last meeting ; 
and that a report thereon might be expected at the January meeting. 

In the absetice of Judge Duer the Chairman, Mr. Whitehead, 
from the Committee on Publications^ reported that, since the last 
meeting, another number of the Periodical had been issued, bringing 
down the proceedings to the present time. 

Also that, acting under advice that such a course would most con« 
duce to the success of the application, they had postponed applying 
to the Authorities of the city of Newark for permission io publish the 
early records in their possession, as they were authorized to do at the 
last meeting ; but they proposed at an early day carrying out the 
wishes of the Society in relation thereto. 

Mr. GiFFORD and Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Biogra- 
phies, made verbal statements of the progress made in inducing those 
having in their possession the requisite materials, to prepare memoirs 
of the distinguished dead. Dr. M. said that a sketch of the ciml life 
of one of the most eminent divines New Jersey had produced, (Dr. 
Ashbel Green,) was nearly completed, and would probably be pre- 
isented at the next meeting ; that a memoir of Dr. Witherspoon, writ- 
ten by Dr. Green, and yet in manuscript, he thought might be obtained 
for the Society, and adverted to some other names, which he thought 
would ere long be rescued from the oblivion which had threatened 
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tbem- Mr. GiSbrd stated that there were hopes entertained by the 
Committee^ that the biographies of Chancellor Williamson and John 
Stevens would shortly be written. 

No reports having been received from the Committees on Monu- 
mental Inscriptions, Mr. Giffobd, in some interesting remarks, drew 
the attention of the members to the importance of preserving these 
fleeting memorials of past generations. 

Mr. Whitehead reminded the members that no special authority 
was required ; that the resolution under which the Committee for New- 
ark had acted, and under which he had secured the inscriptions in 
Perth Amboy, Woodbridge and Piscataway, was all sufHcient It was 
expected that the members in all the towns of the State would consti- 
tute themselves into committees, and procure for the Society the 
names, dates and ages on all monuments erected prior to the present 
century, giving in full such inscriptions as in their judgment demanded 
it. 

The Committee appointed to revise tiie lists of members, reported 
the work complete. After making the necessary deductions and alter- 
ations, there were 330 Resident, 70 Corresponding, and 42 Honorary 
members. 

Mr. L. D. Baldwin, from the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the expediency and cost of erecting a fire-proof building for the ac- 
commodation of the Society's library and property, reported in sub- 
stance that the requisite inquiries had been made, and that a suitable 
lot and edifice could be secured for about 98,000. In relation to the 
expediency, of the measure, the Committee thought they could not too 
earnestly press upon the Society the importance to its interests of the 
erection of this building. It is essential to its prosperity ; for if a ^e 
were to destroy to any extent the collections already made, it would 
materially dampen the ardor aRd discourage the hopes of those en- 
gaged in furthering its objects ; while the possibility of such an event 
deters some from makmg deposits with the Society themselves, or 
urging such a course upon others. They entertained no doubts that 
the erection of a suitable building would at once place the Society on 
a permanent basis, and enlist in its service a more ardent and active 
sympathy than could be expected under dther cii:cumstance8. 

Mr. Hayes, from the Committee on Nominations, reported favora- 
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bly upon several gentleinen whose names were referred to them at the 
last meeting, and they were all unanimously elected, and other nomin- 
ations were made* * 

Mr. Whitehead referred to a letter received from Mr. Armstrong, 
Recording Secretary of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, in rela- 
tion to the site of old Fort Nassau, and offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That Messrs. I. S. Mulford and Isaac Mickle of Cam- 
den, and S. H. Congar (the Librarian) of Newark, with such other 
gentlemen as they may associate with them, be a committee to co- 
operate with a similar committee of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, in making such explorations and researches as they may 
^em advisable to determine the location of Fort Nassau, on the Del. 
aware river, constructed in 1623. 

The report of the Committee on a Fire Proof Building, was called 
up— and after some remarks from Messrs. Dnryee, Giffordi Dr. Murray 
and others, the following resolution, offered by Dr. Mubsay, was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the President of the Society, and Mr. John R. 
Weeks, be added to the Committee on the proposed Fire-proof Build- 
ing : that the Committee be authorized to procure subscriptions to- 
wards the purchase of a site, and the erection of a suitable edifice : 
and that, should a sufficient sum be raised before the next meeting of 
the Society to purchase a site, they be authorized so to do, if they 
think it advisable, and report the fact, with the plan of the proposed 
building, at the next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Murray, it was 

Resolved, That the special thanks of the Society be presented to 
Miss Catharine Veghte for the valuable donation received from her, of 
a continuous file of the New York Observer for twenty«two years. 

A gentleman present sent up a copy of the Thanksgiving Sermon 
of Rev- Dr. Rockers, preached in New York in 1783. 

From the Hon. James S. Nevius, was received a copy of the Court 
Martial convened for the trial of General Lee for his misconduct at 
Monmouth. 
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Messrs. Daryee and Weeks were appointed the Committee to andit 
the accounts of the Treasurer preparatory to the annual meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Casnahan then finished the reading of a paper, (com- 
menced at the meeting in January,) on " the Whiskey Insurrection in 
Pennsylvania in 1794." 

On the conclusion of the paper, approbatory remarks were made 
by the Hon. James G. King, Rev. Drs. Proudfit and Murray, Dr. 
Lewis Condict, Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Duryee, and on motion of the 
first named gentleman, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the Rev. 
Dr. Carnahan for the highly interesting, valuable and instructive'^pa* 
per which he has just read, and that he be requested to place a copy 
at the disposal of the Society. 

The Rev. Dr. Davidson read a " History of the First Presbyterian 
Church in New Brunswick, from its organization in 1726, to the pres- 
ent time." 

On motion of Mr. Hates, the thanks of the Society were voted to 
Dr. Davidson, and a copy of the paper requested. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Trenton, in conformity with 
the by-laws, on the third Thursday in January next. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

aid before the Society, September Sth, 1652. 

Fkom Hon. Wm, B. Lawrence. 

OcHBE Point, Newpobt, June llth, 1852. 
Dear Sir — On my return home yesterday, after an absence of 
some weeks, I found your note of the 22d ultimo, as well as jour 
communication of the 28th of the same month, accompanying a cer- 
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tifioate of mj election as a membmr of die Historical Society of New 
Jersey. 

Connected with your State by reminiscences, going back to earliest 
in£uicy, and acquainted as I am with those incidents of yonr coloniza- 
tion, which render the records of New Jersey a memorable portion of 
oar American annak, I cannot but feel gratified with being associated 
with a Society, nidiose object is the preservation of the history of that 
fitate, among the original thirteen, which was emphatically the battle 
ground of the Revolution. 

I need scarcely add, that the obligation conferred on me, by my 
election, was not a little enhanced by the pleasure I derived from par- 
'^cipating in the proceedings of your last meeting. 
I am, dear sir, very respectfully. 

Your ob% faithful servant, 

Wm, B. Lawbence. 
Wm. a. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec, &c. 



Fbom Rev. J. B. Condit, D. D. 

Walnut Hills, Lane Seminary, O., July 20th, 1852. 
Deab Sir — ^I have just received your communication informing me 
that I have become a corresponding member of the New Jersey His- 
torical Society of New Jersey — ^with a certificate of membership. 
P I rejoice that by a removal from my native State J am not to be sep- 
arated from the Society. As I shall cherish an undiminished afiTection 
for the State that gave me birth — where are the sepulchres of my fa- 
thers — so I shall feel an unchanging interest in the Historical Society 
of New Jersey, and earnestly hope it may be in my power to serve it 
Gratefully acknowledging the honor of this membership, 

I remain, dear sir. Yours respectfully, 

J. B. Condit. 
Wm. a. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec, dec 



From Edward Arxstrono, Eso., Recording Secretary Pennsylvania 
Historical Society, 

Philadelphia, No. 108 South 4th street, ) 
Jidy I4th, 1852. ) 

Dear Sir — Upon making some inquiries of a friend in New Jersey 
as to the site of Fort Nassau, and expressing the apprehension it 
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would never be discovered, he informed me that Mr. John Redfield, 
who resided near Gloucester, (about three miles below Philadelphia,) 
thought he had found it. Mr. Hazard, myself, and some other mem- 
bers of our Historical Society, on Thursday last visited the place ia 
company with Mr. Redfield, and certainly did find some vestiges that 
looked very much like the remains of a Fort. It appears that for 
many years Mr. Redfield has felt a desire to discover this interesting 
spot, and that one of his children having found a rare plant in the vi- 
cinity which they supposed was not indigenous, Mr. R. was led to a, 
more active search, and discovered at the junction of Big and 
Little timber Creeks the ruins to which I shall presently more particu- 
larly refer. 

Having reached the ground and secured the assistance of a couple 
of men, we found three logs in the position as described in the en- 
closed plan, and at the distance of 12 ft. 5 inches from the logs, the 
remains of a stone wall. The figures "a" and " b" appear to have 
lost their ties ; that of "c" remained perfect The wall was level 
with the surface, and extended to about the depth of 8 inches beneath 
the surface. No mortar had been used in its construction, and it was 
composed of unquarried stone — the common sand stone of New Jer- 
sey. Immediately in the rear we dug up a few brick, which adhered 
by mortar. In size they were precisely of the dimension of our mod- 
ern brick. We regret we did not push our explorations further at this 
point in order, whether these bricks were actually a portion of a wall 
and rested at the level of waU E. upon a stone foundation, or whether 
they had, without being separated, been thrown together in a mass for 
the purpose of protecting the bank and then covered with earth. 
These bricks, if they are any portion of the building itself, do present 
a difficulty. As within the immediate vicinity is a brick yard, they 
were doubtless burnt upon the spot, and are rough enough ; but if 
made up at that early day would they not have been made after the 
manner of the Dutch ? 

The house within the Fort was built by Van.TwiUer. The fact of 
its having been of brick would not have been an unusual circumstance 
— for the house built by De Vries at the Horekill, in 1630, was of 
brick. The logs were very slightly exposed at low tide. At high tide 
the whole site was covered. I believe wood will last an almost illim- 
itable period under water. . The remains of the structure are imme- 
diately on the creek, which at low tide shrinks to a small stream. The 
Bhore is of an alluvial character, and is said to have much altered. 
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The wall, I imagine, was originally beyond the reach of the water and 
the wear of the stream, has gradaally washed it away until the first layer 
of stones are now exposed. Oar reasons for believing these are the 
remains of Fort Nassau are these : It is the only spot (this site) on 
which they could judiciously eiect a Fort You will recollect, built 
in 1623, and avowedly as a trading post, they would not build it on 
the shore of the river with the view of defending themselves against 
an European foe. They would build so as to command the only 
anenue of trade with the Indians — the streams. And, building on a 
stream, they would naturally select the confluence, if fortunately an- 
other stream was near. I, of course, argue on the supposition 
(although there is a slight contradiction in some of the authorities) 
^t it was built at Timber XJreek. Log A is out of its jog, but re- 
tains its general position. Log D is firmly dovetailed or fixed. Other 
logs lie about, and are evidently a portion of the structure. If, as 
some may suppose, the remains are those of an old storehouse and 
\(^harf, I would sa/ that the most industrious inquiry has failed in even 
the tradition of a house having ever stood on this spot. It has occur* 
red to me that an examination of the records at Trenton, with refer- 
ence to the title of tuti prc^^^ty, might throw some light on the matter. 
This I propose to do, if I have ^ime, on Friday or Saturday. If you 
happen to know the Secretary of btate, and would write him to afford 
me facilities, it might aid my object; or you might, if disposed, write 
to some one of your members, living in Trenton, to aid me in my ex- 
amination, or to speak to the Secretary of State. 

On reflection, I fear the whole matter properly belongs to your 
Society ; though as Fort Nassau was the first point of settlement on 
the Delaware, our Society feels a deep interest in the subject 

The members have generally expressed the wish that your Society 
should take early action and make a thorough exploration. We should 
indeed be truly happy to go with yon to the spot and aid you all in our 
power. Proper caution should be exercised in asserting a historical 
fact ; but as far as I could learn, the general impression on the minds 
of the gentlemen who have visited the spot, is, that these are the re- 
mains of Fort Nassau. We shall, however, be better able to pro- 
nounce a judgment after your Society has made its examinations. I 
do not know whether it will ever be in our power to establish this as 
the site ; but if further investigations should make the supposition that 
it is a yet more reasonable one than in the ipinds of the most san- 
guine it is at present, the spot will certainly demand something to 
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commeinorate it When we remember that it was destroyed bjr the 
Dutch themselves^ in 1650 or 1651, it is not surprising that all tradi* 
tion of it should have perished, when perhaps twenty-five years elapsed 
before the vicinity was settled. 

- On Monday last I read a paper to our Society containing a brief 
history of the Fort and a description of its supposed site. A resolu- 
tion was passed requesting me to communicate a copy to your Society. 
This I shall hesitate to do, without a thorough revision of the article, 
and in view of this intention I would be glad if you would inform me 
where your Society next meets. 

It has occurred to me that there must be much in the collections of 
the New York Historical Society. I trust, should your leisure per* 
mit, that you may be induced to give their papers an examination. The 
interest felt by our Society in the matter is such that they will do all 
in their power to throw light on the inquiry. The dunensions of the 
Fort marked on the margin of the plan are from the map in the Ist 
volume of O'Callaghan's History of New Netherlands. It will be 
recollected that the Fort was once or twice repaired and probably re- 
built. Hoping to hear from yon, 

I am, respectfully and truly, yours, 

Edw. Armstbono, Rec. See. of H, S. Penn'a. 



Width of Wall, 1 foot 6 inches. 

O. Fragment of wall. 

From summit ^to outside of logs, 48 feet. 

A, B. a D. Logs. , 

Extreme breadth of the works 86 feet. 

0. Cross Tie. 

The whole surface from O, overflow- 
ed at hieh water. 

The summit i^ is about 7 feet above low 
water mark. 

— — Low water mark. 



DIMUTSIONI OF rOBT NAMAU. 

Jhwi OfCdaagan'a Majf, 1 VdLofKNeth. 

Fort Nassau is 58 feet wide within the 
walls, and of a square form (saj 55 Dutch.) 
The Moat 18 gsay 17) wide. The house 
in the Fort is 86 (sar Zi) feet long and 26 
(iBj 25-6) feet wide. 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED SKPTEMBEB 8th, 1852. 

Ftwn the U, S. Treasury Department. — Charts of Hart and City Is- 
land, Sachem's Head Harbor, and Richmond's Island Harbor, call- 
ed Harbors of Refuge ; with Charts of the entrance to Mobile 
Bay, of Hell Gate and its approaches, and of the western part of 
the sonthern coast of Long Island. 

From John R, Burnet, — Thirty-third Annual Report, and Documents 
of the New York Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb, to the Legislature of the State of New York, for the year 
1851. 

From the Regents of the University of the State of New York, — An- 
nual Report of the Trustees of the State Library, to the Legisla- 
ture, March 9th, 1851. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the State of 
N. Y. on the condition of the State Cabinet of Natural History, and 
the Historical and^ Antiquarian Collection annexed thereto. Trans- 
mitted to the Assembly, Feb. 2d, 1852. 2 copies. 
The Documentary History of the State of New York, arranged un- 
der the direction of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Secretary of 
State. By E. B. O'Callaghan, M. D. Vol. IV. 

JPfom tJie Virginia Historical Society, — ^The Virginia Historical Reg- 
ister and Literary Advertiser. Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 4, for the years 
1848, '49, '50 and '51. 

From General Anthony Lamb, — Memoir of the Life and Times of 
General John Lamb, an officer of the Revolution, who commanded 
the Post at West Point at the time of Arnold's defection ; and his 
corre^ondence with Washington, Clinton, Patrick Henry, and other 
distinguished men of his time. By Isaac A. Leake. 

From Joseph P, Bradley, Esq, — ^Journal of the Proceedings of the 
Legislative CouncU of the State of New Jersey, for the Sessions of 
1803, '4, '5, '6, '7, '8, '9, '11, '12, '16, '16 and '20. 
Votes and Proceedings of the General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey, at the Sessions of 1803, '4, '6, '7, '8, '9, '10, '11, 
'13, 14, '15, '17, '19, '20, '22, '23, '24, '25 and '26. 
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Acts of the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey^ passed 
at the Sessions of 1785, '86, W, 'QO, '91, 92, '93, 1800, 1801, % 
'3 and '4. 

Minutes and Proceedings of the Council and General Assemlily of 
the State of New Jersey, in Joint Meeting, from August 30, 1776, 
to November 18, 1806, inclusive. 

From the American PhUosaphical Society, — Transactions of the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society held at Philadelphia, for promoting useful 
knowledge. Vol. X. — New series — Part 2. 

From the New York Historical Society. — Collections of the New 
York Historical Society, Second series ; Vol 1 : part 1 and 2 . 

From the Wisconsin Historical Society, — Third Annual Address be- 
fore the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, March 16, 1852 ; 
by Lewis N. Wood, M. D», member of the Assembly. 

From the Mercantile Library Association of Cincinnati, — The On- 
ward Age, an anniversary poem, recited be tore the Young Men's 
Mercantile Library Association of Cincinnati, in honor of its 
eighteenth anniversary ; by T. Buchanan Read. 

^From George S, Houghton, Esq. — Address of Henry Stevens, deliv- 
ered before the members of the State Agricultural Society at Mid- 
dlebury, Vermont, Sept. 11, 1851. 

From the American Antiquarian Society, — Proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society, in Boston, April 30, 1851 ; in Worces- 
ter, October 23, 1851, and in Boston, April 28, 1852. 

From Miss Catharine Veghte, — The New York Observer from its 
commencement in 1823 to the year 1850, inclusive, (some papers 
wanting.) 

From Col, James D, Graham, U. S, N, — Documents on the Mexican 
Boundary Question. 

From Smith Baldwin, — Winterbotham's View of the United States, 
and of the European Settlements in America and West Indies. 
Vol. 1. 

Church Manual, and a Brief History of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Newark, N. J. By Wm. T. Hamilton, pastor ; 1827. 

Prom H, H. Goodman, — Sketches and Statistics of Cincinnati in 
1851. By Charies Cist. 

From Rev. George Hale, — A MS. Sermon of the Rev. John Guild, 
pastor of Presbyterian Church of Hopewell, Hunterdon county, 
from 1741 to 1785. 
A MS. Sermon of the Rev. David Cowell, the first pastor of the 
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Presbyterian Church, Trenton. 

No. 1360 of the Pennsylvania Gazette for January 14, 1755, 
The New Jersey Gazette, No. 331, for September 13, 1784. 
The Federal Post, No. 72, for September 23d, 1788. 
From Dr. Lyndon A, Smith, — The American Quarterly Journal of 
Agriculture and Science. By Drs. £. Emmons and A. I. Prime, 
Vols. 1, 2 and 4. 

A Geological and Agricultural Survey of Rensselaer county in the 
State of New York. Taken under the direction of the Hon. Ste* 
phen Van Rensselaer, 1822. 

Second Report of the Geology of the State of Maine. By Charles 
T. Jackson, M. D. 

Obituary Addresses on the occasion of the death of the Hon. John 
C. Calhoun, in the Senate of the United States, April 1, 1860. 
Report of the Committee on Slavery, to the Convention of Congre« 
gational Ministers of Massachusetts, May 30, 1849. 
" The Higher La V— its application to tiie Fugitive Slave Bill A 
Sermon on the Duties men dwe to Q od and to Governments. De- 
livered at the Central Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day : by John G. Lord, D. D., pastor, dz;c. 
History, By-Laws and Charter of the New York Hospital — 1811. 
The Claims of Religion upon Medical Men. A Discourse delivered 
in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Nov. 24, 1844 ; by 
H. A. Boardman, pastor. 

The By-Laws of the Adams Patriotic and Economical Society ; 
and an Address delivered before said Society at Adams, (North Vil- 
lage,) July 4th, 1821 ; by Robert C. Robinson. 
An Oration delivered at the request of the Selectmen of the Town 
of Boston, on the Anniversary of American Independence, in the 
year 1820 ; by Theodore Lyman, Jr. 

An Address delivered befom King Solomon's Lodge, Charlestown, 
on the Anniversary of St John the Baptist, June 24th, A. L. 5811. 
By John Lathrop, A. M. 
Census of the United States, of the year 1820. 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Northern Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and first Annual Report of the Curators — 1842. 
Notice of a Scientific Expedition ; by Prof. E. Emmons, of Wil- 
liams College. 

First Annual Report, with the Constitution; By Laws and Standing 
Rules of the New York Young Men's Society, instituted in the 
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city of New York, May, 1831. 

An Answer to a Pamphlet, recently addressed to the Episcopalians 
of Pennsylvania, nnder the signature of Plain Truth ; 1827. 
The Apostacy of Mr. Newman, and some traces of Newmania on 
New Jersey SoiL By a Presbyterian : 1845. 
Address of the Pastor of the Third Church, Newark, (Rev. Joshua 
T. Russell,) to the People of his Charge, on announcing to them 
his decision fo apply for a dismission ; read to the Congregation, 
June 7, 1829. 

A Brief History of an Existing Controversy on the subject of As- 
similated Rank in the Navy of the United States. By W. S. W . 
R.; 1850. 

A Lecture on some Parts of the Natural History of New Jersey, 
delivered before the Newark Mechanics' Association for Mutual 
Improvement in the Arts and Sciences, June 3, 1828 ; by S. L. 
Mitchell, M. D., LL. D., dec. 

An Oration delivered before the Society of the Alumni of Williams 
College, Sept 7, 1825 ; by the Rev. Ezra Fisk, D. D. 
Opinions of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the cases of ** Smith vs. Turner," and " Norris vs. The City of 
Boston," delivered at December term, 1848. 
Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the 
Prison Discipline Society, Boston, May, 1849. 
First Annual Report of the New Jersey Prison Reform Associa* 
tion, together with the Proceedings of the first Annual Meeting, 
1850. 

Historical and Descriptive Account of the New Jersey State Lu- 
natic Asylum, at Trenton, by H. A. Buttolph, M. D., Superintend- 
ent 

Annual Report of the Managers of the New York State Lunatic 
Asylum, January 18th, 1844. 

Answer to Marcius Willson's Reply, or Second Appeal to the Pub- 
lie. By Emma Willard. 

The Complaint and Petition of Thomas Jefferson Boyce, for twen- 
ty years a sail maker in the United States Navy : 1852. 
Report of the trial. The People vs. Dr. Horatio N. Loomis, for 
libel ; tried at the Erie County Oyer and Terminer, June 24th, 
1850. 

Bibliotheca Americana, a Catalogue of a choice Collection of 
Books, relating to North and South America, and the West Indies, 
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inclading YoyageSy Maps, EDgravings and Medals. Paris, 1840. 
Common School Assistant, a monthly paper for the Improvement 
of Primary School Education, for the years 1838 and 1839, (im- 
perfect) 

Proceedings of the National Republican Convention of Toung Men, 
which assembled at the city of Washington, May 7, 1832. 
Annual Circular of the Massachusetts Medical College, with a His- 
tory of the Medical Department of Harvard University, a Cata- 
logue of Graduates, dz;c. 1846. 

Address of the Trustees of the Massachusetts General Hospital, to 
the subscribers and to the puUic. March, 1822. 
Annual Reports of the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, for the years 1834, '35, ^36, '37 and '45. 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the National Medical Convention, 
held in the city of New York, in the month of May, 1846. 
Proceedings of the President and Fellows of the Connecticut Med- 
ical Society, in Convention, May, 1837, with a list of the members 
of the Society, 

Report of the Standing Conomittee on Medical Literature, presented 
to the American Medical Association, at its third annual meeting, 
held in Cincinnati, May, 1850. 

Report of the Medical Department of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, for the year 1849 : to the Alumni of the School. By the 
Medical Faculty. 

The Act of Incorporation, together with ike Medical Police, By- 
Laws and Rules of the Rhode Island Medical Society. 
Regulations and« System of Ethics of the Medical Association of 
Newark, N.J. 1835. 

Acts of Incorporation and Acts regulating the Practice of Physic 
and Surgery, with the By-Laws and orders of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 

The Organization of the American Medical Association. Read be- 
fore the Philadelphia County Medical Society, February, 1852. By 
the President, Samuel Jackson, M. D. , 

Quarterly Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physi- 
cians of Philadel|^ia ; November and December, 1841, and Jan. 
1842. 
From the Author, — An Address delivered by the Rev. D. V. McLean, 
D. D., at his Inauguration as President of La Fayette College, Eas- 
ton^ Pennsylvaniay July .23, 1851 ; with an Introductory Address 
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by the Hon. James M. Porter, LL. D., President of the Board of 
Trustees. 

From a Member* — Proceedings of the First Session of the American 
Association for the advancement of Education, held at Cleveland^ 
Ohio, August, 1851. 

From "A Jerseyman'* — Report of the Special Committee appointed 
by die Common Council of the city of New York, relative to the 
Catastrophe in Hague street, on Monday, Feb. 4, 1850. 
Report of the Special Committee appointed to make suitable ar- 
rangements for bringing on from Mexico the bodies of the Officers 
of the New York Regiment of Volunteers ; and to prepare and 
present Medals to the New York Regiment of Volunteers. Also to 
make the necessary arrangements for the Reception of the First 
Regiment of New York Volunteers, on their return from Mexico. 
Reports of the Committee on Arts and Sciences, on the subject of 
reprinting the Report of the Paulding Monument Committee, of 
December 4, 1826. 

Report of the Committee of Arrangements of the Common Coun- 
cil of the city of New York for the Funeral Obsequies in memory 
of Gen.Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States ; with 
an Oration by David Graham, Esq. 

Report of the Proceedings of the Sanitory Committee of the Board 
of Health, in relation to the Cholera, in 1849. 
Report of the Joint Special Committe appointed to make suitable 
arrangements for the reception of Major General Scott, on his re* 
turn from Mexico. 

Frmn the Author. — An Address delivered at Chester, ^before the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylania, on the 8th of November, 1851 ; by 
Edward Armstrong, Recording Secretary of the Society ; in cele- 
bration of the One Hundred and Sixty-Ninth Anniversary of the 
landing of William Penn at that place. 

From Isaac G, Farlee, Esq. — A Treatise of Grace and Assurance ', 
being CXX. Sermons. 

A Concordance of the Bible : by Samuel Newman, pastor of Re- 
hoboth Church, from 1644 to 1663. 3d edition; London, 1658: 
folio. 
Supplement to the New Jersey Gazette, No. 31, for July 8, 1778. 

From the Young Men's Committee, of Newark. — Sermon, on the Life 
and Death of Henry Clay, before the Young Men of Newark, N. J. 
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Preached at their request, in "The House of Prayer/' July 

25th, 1852. By Rev. Samuel L. Southard, A. M. 
From the Author. — Gifford's Statutory Constructions and Index. 
From Hen. J. W, JIftZZer.'— Exploration and Survey of the Valley of 

the Great Salt Lake of Utah. By Howard Stansbury, Captain 

Corps Top. Bug's, U. S. A. 
From the Connecticvt Historical Society. — Tribute, to Gallaudet. A 

Discourse in commemoration of the Life, Character and Services 

of the Rev. Thomas H. Gallaudet, LL. D. ; delivered before the 

citizens of Hartford, January 7th, 1852; with an Appendix, con- 

taing History of Deaf Mute Instruction and Institutions, and other 

documents. By Henry Barnard. 

The Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, from 1665 to 

1678; with the Journal of the Council of War, 1675 to 1678. 

Transcribed and Edited, with Notes and Appendix, by J. Hammond 

Trumbull, A. M., Cor. SeCi Conn. Hist Soc, &c. 
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THE PEMSTIVANIA IlfSlJEEECTION. 



The Insurrection in Western Pennsylvania^ usually called the 
Whiskey Insurrection^ is almost entirely forgotten, or if remembered 
and spoken of^ it is only to be sneered at as having arisen from the ^ 
love of whiskey, and carried on by men under the influence of that 
exciting stimulant 

The causes which led to this outbreak were very imperfectly under- 
stood at the time by men residing in other parts of the United States ; 
and even after it was quelled, and peace and order restored, the same 
erroneous views of the motives and conduct of the leading men in 
Western Pennsylvania still prevailed. 

A very full account of the whole transaction was written imme- 
diately after, and published the year following, by Wm. Finley and 
Hugh Henry Brackenridge. But as these men were suspected and 
cTargei with being instigators and leaders in the whole affair, their 
statements were not generally believed. Yet from personal observa- 
tions and from the testimony of those who were eye-witnesses, I am 
satisfied that the facts stated by both these men are substantially cor- 
rect ; although the inferences deduced from them may frequently be 
erroneous. Indeed it is scarcely conceivable that men who had any 
regard to their own reputation, would, in the face of hundreds of liv- 
ing witnesses, dare to publish facts varying essentially from the truth. 
Great injustice has been done to Wm. Finley, H. H. Breckenridge, 
Albert Gallatin and others, who from their intelligence and position 
in public life, were supposed to have had a controlling influence in the 
whole movement llie character of the great body of the people of 
the four western counties of Pennsylvania has also been greatly mis-* 
conceived. It has been supposed that they were an ignorant, law- ^ 
less, setni-barbarian people, destitute of moral and religious principle^ ^ 
ready to do any act, however outrageous, at the bidding of a few de- 
signing and ambitious leaders. Such was not the fact That there 
were some restless, lawless spirits in that region^ as there are in every 
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other community^ is not to be denied. Bat that there was as much 
intelligence and moral principle among the great body of the people 
as were to be fonnd in any part of the country at that time^ similarly 
situated, we most confidently affirm. 

They were a bold, hardy race of men, inured to hardships and dan- 
gers, arising from their local situation and from the incursions of the 
Indians on their borders during the Revolutionary war, and afterwards, 
until the insurrection occurred. The peculiar circumstances of these 
people will account for the outbreak, without supposing they set all 
law and order at defiance, and that they were habitually under the in- 
fluence of intoxicating drink. With the solitary exception of what 
took place in their resistance of the excise law, they were as orderly 
and observant of social duties as the people in any part of the United 
States. Very few robberies, murders and other high crimes occurred ; 
and when they did occur, the culprits were regularly arraigned before 
courts of justice, and when found guilty, were punished according to 
law. Lynch law was entirely unknown. Controversies respecting 
property were also decided in a formal and legal manner, and when 
the decision of the court was announced, the parties submitted with- 
out a murmur or complaint. Alexander Addison was president of the 
courts in the four counties, and I venture to say that a more intelli- 
gent, learned, upright and fearless Judge was not to be found in the 
State. The members of the Bar were also highly respectable. Among 
them were James Ross, then Senator of the U. S. ; Hugh H. Brack- 
enridge, afterwards one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Pa. ; 
John Wood, Armstrong Semple, Young, and others. Considering the 
circumstances of the people of the four western counties of Pennsyl- 
vania, although we cannot justify their violent resistance to the laws, 
yet we shall find abundant cause to palliate in some measure the enor- 
mity of the acts committed. 

Western Pennsylvania was partially settled some fifteen or twenty 
years before the Revolutionary wan During that war the people west 
of the mountains had to defend themselves against the murderous at- 
tacks of the Indians on their borders. The savage foe often made in- 
cursions into the settlements, murdered men, women and children, 
burnt their cabins and destroyed their grain and cattle. On one oc- 
casion they penetrated into the centre of Westmoreland CQunty, burnt 
the county town, killed several of the inhabitants and carried off as 
prisoners the daughters of Hannah, the original proprietor of the j^ace. 
In the summer season, for several years, the men placed their wives 
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and children ia block-houses, guarded by the old men, while the joung 
and active hoed their corn and harvested their crops in parties, some 
keeping watch and others performing the work. They were also 
called on for their quota of men to fight the British on the Atlantic 
coast. When a boy, I have heard from the lips of western men of the 
battles of Brandy wine, Germantown and Monmouth, and also of the 
horrors and sufferings of the Jersey prison-ships. For several years 
after the peace of 1783 there was nothing but a horse path over the 
mountains ; so that salt, iron, powder, lead and other necessary arti- 
cles had to be carried on pack-horses from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. 
As late as 1794, the year of the insurrection, so bad were the roads 
that freight in wagons cost from $5 to $10 per hundred pounds. Salt 
sold for five dollars a bushel ; iron and steel from fifteen to twenty 
cents per pound in Pittsburg, I need not say that now all these arti- 
cles are cheaper in Pittsburg than in Philadelphia or New York. 
Western Pennsylvania is a hilly but remarkably healthy and fertile re- 
gion, and in its virgin state the soil produced wheat, rye, com and 
other grains in abundance, with very little culture. But there was no 
market. While the farmers east of the mountains were growing rich 
by means of the French revolution and the general war in Europe, 
those west of the mountains could find no outlet for their abundant 
harvests. The freight of a barrel of flour from Pittsburg to Philadelphia 
would cost nearly as much as it would bring in that market. The 
mouth of the Mississippi was then in the hands of the Spanish, and 
there were no houses of established character in New Orleans to 
which produce could be consigned. Merchants in Pittsburg and else- 
where would not purchase wheat or flour and run the risk of sending 
it down the river in boats, which were liable to be fired on by the In- 
dians from the banks of the Ohio, the boatmen murdered and their 
cargoes destroyed. 

Trade down the river was carried on in this way : ' A farmer of more 
enterprise than his neighbors would build a boat or ark of rough 
plank, load it with his own produce and that of his neighbors who 
were willing to send a venture, and he would float down the Ohio and 
Mississippi and sell at New Orleans for what he could get, and make 
his way back in a vessel to New York ; or what was more common, he 
would come through Louisiana, Miisissippi, Tennessee, Kentucky and 
Virginia, over the mountains and through cane-brakes, wearing a gir- 
die of Spanish dollars round his body, which might serve as a corslet 
in case an Indian, as was very likely^ should shoot at him. 
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Wheat in that country was so abundant and of so little value that 
It was a common practice to grind that of the best quality and to feed 
it to horses and hogs. Rye, corn and barley would bring no price as 
food for man or beast. The only way left for these people to obtain a 
little money to purchase salt, iron and other articles necessary in car- 
rying on their farming operations was by distilling their grain and re- 
ducing it into a more portable form, and sending the whiskey over the 
mountains or down the Ohio to Kentucky, then rapidly filling up and 
affording a market for that article. The lawfulness or morality of 
making and drinking whiskey was not in that day called in question. 
When Western Pennsylvania was in the condition described, the Fed- 
eral Constitution was adopted, and a most difficult problem was pre- 
sented, viz : how to provide ways and means to support the Govern- 
ment, to pay just and pressing revolutionary claims, and sustain an 
army to' subdue the Indians still harrassing the frontiers. The duties 
on goods imported, were very far from adequate to the wants of the 
new Government. Taxes were laid on articles supposed to be the least 
necessary, and among other things on distilled liquors or on the stills 
with which they were manufactured. The Constitution of the U. S. 
i provided that ''all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform through- 
out the United States."— Sec. 8th. But it is manifest that the same 
article may be taxed alike in all the States, and yet the tax may be very 
unequal and oppressive in particular parts of the country. Excise on 
stills and whiskey operated in this way : Little or no whiskey was 
manufactured in some of the States, and in different parts of the same 
State. The western people saw and felt that the excise pressed on 
them, who were the least able to bear the burden,- more heavily than 
on any other part of the Union. They had more stills and made 
more whiskey than an equal population in any part of the country. 
There were very few or no large manufactories where grain was 
bought and cash paid. There was not capital in the country for that 
purpose. In some neighborhoods every fifth or sixth farmer was a 
distiller, who, during the winter season, manufactured his own grain 
and that of his neighbors into a portable and saleable article. They 
foresaw that what little money was brought into the country by the 
.sale of whiskey would be carried away in the form of excise duties. 
In these circumstances it is not surprising that the people generally 
dreaded the burdens about to be imposed upon them — that they re- 
monstrated through their Representatives in Congress against the 
enactment of the excise law; and after the law was passed, that they 
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petitioned for its repeal^ and that they were slow in registering their 
stills according to law. 

The origin of these people ought also to be remembered. 
A large majority, especially in Washington county, were either 
from the north of Ireland or they were descendants of Scotch 
Irish. They remembered, or their fathers had told them, of the 
exactions and oppression in the old country under the excise laws 
— that their domiciles were entered by excise officers — their most pri- 
vate apartments were examined, and that confiscations and imprison- 
ment followed if the smallest quantity of whiskey was discovered not 
marked with the official brand. When the back woods people (for so 
they were called) saw the Inspector going round with his measuring 
rod, gauging their barrels and their stills, and noting the result in his 
book, they imagined that the same scenes were to be acted over 
again in the wilds of America that their fathers had witnessed in the 
old country. To these people no other tax of equal amount would 
have been half so odious. Moreover, the course pursued by the civil 
authorities of Pennsylvania encouraged these people to believe that 
excise officers might be resisted and abused with impunity and the 
payment of duties evaded by refusing to comply with the require- 
ments of the law. 

Previously to the formation of the Federal Union the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania had enacted an excise law, and an officer was sent 
into, the western part of the State to put it in execution. He was 
seized by a mob, tarred and feathered, and told not to show his face 
again west of the mountains. The persons concerned in this outrage 
were not prosecuted and punished, either because they could not be 
identified, or because the Executive of the State thought it would be 
hard to enforce the execution of the law where it would be extremely 
onerous. There i»3 no evidence that the State excise was ever paid 
west of the mountains. These people also remembered that resist- 
ance to the stamp act and duty on tea at the commencement of the 
American Revolution began by the destruction of the tea and a re- 
fusal to use the Royal stamps — that the design was not to break alle- 
giance to the British throne, but to force a repeal of these odious 
laws. These people were, almost to a man, enemies to the 
British Government, and had contributed their full proportion in ser- 
vices in establishing the independence of the American States. They 
flattered themselves that they were only carrying out Whig principles 
and following Whig examples in resisting the excise law. These 
Ideas pervading the great body of the people, caused those who were 
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orderly and peaceable citizens to look witib an indulgent eye at the 
first acts of insult and violence to the Federal excise officers. 

The first acts of violence were done to the Deputy Inspectors^ men 
g^erally of low character, who had very little sensibility, and who 
were willing, for the paltry emoluments of the office, to incur the cen- 
sure and contempt of their fellow-citizens.. These sub-excise men 
were seized by thoughtless young men, and received a coat of tar and 
featherS;, more through sport than from a deliberative design to oppose 
the law. Of several cases of this kind which occurred, I shall men- 
tion only one, which in part fell under my notice. About the last of 
June or the first of July, 1794, John Lyn, a Deputy Inspector, reading 
in Canonsburg, Washington county, was taken from his bed, carried 
into the woods and received a coat of tar and feathers, and he was 
left tied to a tree so loosely that he could easily extricate himself. He 
returned to his house, and after undergoing an ablution with grease 
and soap and sand and water, he exhibited himself to the boys in the 
Academy and others, and laughed and made sport of the whole mat- 
ter. 

Some distillers had registered their still in the Inspector's office ac- 
cording to law, and Tom the Tinker's boys, as they called themselves, 
broke into the distilleries, cut up the stills, destroyed the vats and 
other distilling apparatus. This pn^vented others who were vdlling to 
comjjy with the requirements of the law, from entering their stills in 
the Inspector's office. The consequence was that the U. S. Mar^al 
served vmts on all delinquent distillers in Fayette and Washington 
counties, requiring liiem to appear at the U. S. Court east of ihe 
mountains. To the surprise of the Marshal, he met with no nK)le8ta- 
tion until he had served every writ except one in Washington county. 
And had he gone on alone and served that remaining one, it is believed 
be would have received no interruption. Unfortunately he called on Gen. 
Neville, the Chief Inspector, and requested his company as he went 
to serve the last writ on one of the neighbors of the Inspector. Gen. 
Neville was a man of high standing on account of his wealth, family 
connections and urbanity of manners and, before he accepted the of- 
fice of Inspector of the excise, very popular in the Western country. 
His appearing in company with the Marital excited the indignation of 
some of the neighbors, and on the return of the Marshal and Inspec- 
tor, they were followed by five or six men, armed, and a gun was 
discharged towards them--*not, it is believed, with a design to injure,- 
but to alarm them and to show their dislike towiu-ds the Inspector. 
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On the day of this occurrence there was a military meeting at 
Mingo Creek, about seven miles distant from the Inspector's house^ 
for the purpose of drafting men to go against the Indians. A re- 
port of the attack on the Marshal and Inspector was carried to this 
meeting, and the next morning before sunrise about thirty young men, 
headed by John Holcroft, the reputed author of the inflammatory 
handbills signed Tom the Tinker, assembled at the house of Gener^ 
Neville, the Inspector, and demanded the delivery of his commission, 
and official papers. This demand was refused, and the firing of guns 
commenced. Neville and his friends maintained that the assailants 
discharged the first gun. The insurgents asserted that the first dis- 
charge came from the house, and that their only intention was to alarm 
the Inspector and to cause him to deliver his papers. 

Tho firing went on for some time from the house and from the as- 
sailants. At length a horn was sounded in the house, and then there 
was a discharge of fire-arms from the negro quarters which stood 
apart from the mansion house. From the guns of the negroes, who 
probably used small shdts, five or six of the insurgents were wounded, 
one of them mortally. Forthwith the report spread that Ihe blood of 
citizens had been shed, and a call was made on all who valued liberty 
or life to assemble at Mingo Creek meeting house, preparejd to avenge 
the outrage. Some went willingly ; others were compelled to go. A 
large number assembled at the place of rendezvous. Three men wero 
appointed to direct the expedition ; and Major McFarlane, who had 
seen service in the Revolutionary war, was chosen to command the 
armed force. Before they took up the line of march> the Rev. Mr. 
Clarke, a venerable man about eighty years ol age, came among 
liiem, and he exhorted and besought them by everything sacred not to 
proceed. They regarded the old man as in his dotage, asserting that he 
was departing from the line of his profession in interfering with the poli- 
tics of the day. They proceeded ; and when they came within half a 
mile of Neville's house, leaving those who had no fire-arms in charge 
of the horses, they advanced. After the first attack, Neville had left 
his house, and Major Kirkpatrick, wich ten or twelve United States 
soldiers; had come to defend it. Kirkpatrick was allied to the family 
of Neville by marriage* When the assailants approached the house, 
the three men who were to superintend the afi^air, took their station on < 
an eminence at a distance. McFarlane and his men approached with- 
in gan-shot, and demanded Neville. It was answered that Neville 
was not in the house nor on the premises. His commission and offi- 
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€ial papers were then demanded, with a declaration that if not deliv- 
ered, they would be taken by force. Kirkpatrick replied that he had 
a suflBcient force to defend the house, and he would not surrender the 
papers. McFarlane informed him that he would wait until the women 
and children, which he observed were in the house, had withdrawn, 
and then he would commence the attack unless his demands were 
complied with. The women withdrew, and the firing began on both 
sides. ^ 

After several rounds, the firing seemed to cease from the house, and 
McFarlane, supposing a parley was desired, stepped from behind a 
tree which protected him, and ordered his men to stop. At that in- 
stant a ball from the house struck him and he expired in a few min- 
utes. Some of the assailants, without orders, applied a torch to the 
barn ; from the barn the fire spread to the other outbuildings, and 
from them to the dwelling house. When the house caught fire, Kirk- 
patrick surrendered and was permitted to leave with his command 
uninjured. It was reported that one of the soldiers was killed and 
burnt up in the house. This is not certainly known. McFarlane and 
Kirkpatrick had been officers in the Revolutionary war, and had 
fought together against the common enemy. The death and funeral 
of McFarlane greatly increased the excitement, and runners were sent 
forth to call a meeting of the people at Mingo Creek meeting house to 
determine what measures were to be taken. In the town of Wash- 
ington, among others, the messenger urged David Bradford and Col. 
John Marshall to attend the proposed meeting. At first they both 
refused. Marshall said he would have nothing to do with the busi- 
ness ; and Bradford declined on the ground that he was Prosecuting 
Attorney for the county, and that his services in that capacity might 
hereafter be called for. Afterwards they changed their minds, and 
they both attended the meeting. And as they became prominent 
leaders in subsequent proceedings, it may be proper to premise that 
Marshall was an Irishman by birth, came to this country when young, 
l>efore the Revolutionary war ; had been Sheriff* of the county, and 
had occupied other important stations. He was esteemed a sober- 
minded business man, and the part which he took in what followed, 
surprised all who knew him. Bradford was a native of Maryland — 
had been a member of the Legislature of Virginia before the line be- 
tween that State and Pennsylvania was known. The greater part of 
Fayette and Washington counties was supposed to belong to Virginia. 
He was considered as a second or third-rate lawyer. He was rash. 
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boisterous, and acting from the impulse of the moment^ he did not ^ 
look far ahead ; and he possessed a kind of eloquence well suited to 
urge forward«an infuriated mob. 

When Bradford and Marshall arrived at Mingo Creek, mingled with 
the crowd, heard the grievances stated, and the story of what they 
called the murder of McFarlane, their sympathies were excited, and 
they became as furious as any present at the meeting. Marshall, in 
firm and decisive language, avowed his determination to go forward 
and to resist tyranny and oppression at all hazards. Bradford declaim- 
ed and wrought up the feelings of the people, already excited, to the 
highest pitch. This was a mass meeting composed chiefly of those in 
the immediate neighborhood, and open to every one who pleased to I 
attend. The most hot and violent spirits of the county, and of the I 
adjacent parts of Westmoreland and Allegany, were there. The 
more intelligent and sober-minded part of the community remained at 
home. Several gentlemen of Pittsburg, from motives of policy, at- 
tended. They presumed that if they did not attend, it would be in- 
ferred that they were in alliance with Neville and his friends who re- 
sided in or near that town. Among these from Pittsburg was H. H. 
Breckenridge, who went at the particular request of Col. Prestly Ne- 
ville, the son of the Inspector. 

Mr. Brack enridge was educated in the College of New Jersey, under 
Dr. Witherspoon, and was a class-mate of James Madison, late Presi- 
dent of the United States ; and of Phillip Freneau, the poet of the 
Revolution ; and a fellow-student with Wm. Bradford, Attorney Gene- 
ral of the U. S. ; of Col. A. Burr, Henry Lee, Governor of Virginia ; 
Morgan Lewis, Governor of New York ; Aaron Ogden, Governor of 
New Jersey ; Brockhorst Livingston, Judge of the Supreme Court of 
the U. S., and other distinguished men. After he was graduated he 
took license as a preacher of the Gospel, became a Chaplain in the 
Revolutionary army, preached political sermons and encouraged the 
soldiers to fight. At the close of the war he studied law and located 
himself in Pittsburg. He was an accomplished classical scholar, an 
able and successful lawyer, a man of keen wit and great eccentricity 
of character. "For many years he was at the head of the Bar in 
western Pennsylvania, and finally he became an Associate Judge in 
the Supreme Court of the State. He wrote a work called " Modern 
Chivalry"— a book second in genuine humor only to its great proto- 
type, Don Quixotte de la Mancha. At the meeting at Mingo Creek, 
and in every stage of the insurrection, he exhibited liie versatility of 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



124 

Iiis talents and the eccentricity of his character in a remarkable man- 
ner. Although there were several men present who were opposed to 
the whole movement, no one dared to lisp a word agai^jpt it. If any 
one had attempted to do so, he would have been mobbed on the spot. 
Mr. Brackenridge being called on to speak, rose and made a ca- 

, melion speech which might be regarded for or against the insurgents, 
according to the position of the hearer. He stated that he had come 
to the meeting not to express the sentiments of the people of Pitts- 

' burg, or to propose any measures to be taken, but merely to state 
what had been done in Pittsburg since the burning of Neville's house. 
That the Inspector and Marshal had become alarmed and had run 
away ; that the Master of the U. S. Ordnance was also scared ; that af- 
ter boasting that he would protect the Inspector's office in Pittsburg, 
he had pulled down the sign of the office and had stamped it under 
^ his feet He Uien told amusing anecdotes and threw out such sallies 
of wit that men whose muscles had not been relaxed for days, were 
convulsed with laughter. When he had got his audience in a g6od 
humor, he told them that they had got into ticklish circumstances — 
that what had been done might be morally right, but as a Lawyer, he 
must say that the acts committed were legally wrong ; that it was 
treason, and that those guilty of treason were liable to be hanged. 
Having uttered these words, he noticed a scowl on many faces, and 
that some laid their hands on their rifles — for they had come to the 
meeting armed. He inmiediately changed his tone and said, although 

' some of the acts committed were, in the eye of the law, capital crimes, 
he did not think there was much danger — that the President hated 
war, that he had seen enough bloodshed, that he was a merciful man, 

- had forgiven the Indians on the borders, had made a treaty, and smoked 
the calumet of peace with Cornplanter, who had murdered men, wo- 
men and children — that he would not be more severe with them than 
he had been with the Savages. He introduced speeches which he 
supposed had been made by the Secretary of War and the Indian 
Chiefs, and he placed the Secretary in a ridiculous light. The fact 
was, the people were displeased with the government for making a 
treaty with the faithless Indians on the borders. ' He then extolled 
the valor of the Western men and their skill with the rifle — that they 
could pick an eye out of a squirrel on the tallest oak or hickory — 

V that they could make a good defense, if matters came to the worst. 
But he hoped there would be no need of fighting, provided they acted 
wisely and prudently — that they ought to consult the wishes of their 
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fellow citizens in the four counties, so as to have unanimity in their 
proceedings ; and he closed by suggesting that they should do nothing 
at the present time except invite a meeting of delegates from the four ^ 
counties, at some future day. Brackenridge and others who were for 
moderate measures, saw that to argue at this time against violence 
would he vain, and perhaps dangerous, and they wished to gain time, 
so that the steam now raised to the highest point, might pass off. A 
meeting was finally ordered to be held at Parkinson's Ferry on the 
14th of August. 

Afler his speech, Mr. B, noticed some of the most violent insurgents 
talking to each other, and looking at him with suspicious eyes. He 
slyly slipped out of the house and ordered his horse to be saddled. 
When ready to mount, a friend in his company remarked that the 
veil was too thin — that the insurgents saw his design and had marked 
him as a spy and a traitor. It occurred to him that it would not do 
to go off suddenly without giving notice. He returned to. the meet- 
ing, chatted and joked with those near him, and expressed his regret 
that urgent business required him to be in Pittsburgh at an early hour 
that evening. He departed, and, in compeny with his friend, hasten- 
ed to Pittsburg. But according to his own account, he rode in great 
trepidation, looking for liers-in-wait behind every log and tree, and 
frequently turning his head to see if he was not pursued. 

A night or two after the meeting at Mingo creek, Bradford and Mar- 
shal lodged at Canonsburg. They had got possession of the Pittsburg 
and Philadelphia mail. The post-boy had been attacked and the mail ta- 
ken from him by two men near Greensburg. One of the robbers was a 
cousin of Bradford. The object was to ascertain what had been 
written to the east respecting the disturbance. Col. John Canon and 
a Mr. Speer, a store-keeper in Canonsburg, were invited to the tavern , 
and the mail was opened. Letters were found giving sad accounts 
of the doings, and naming individuals concerned. The letters and 
papers not referring to this concern, were put into the mail bag and 
returned to the post office in Pittsburg. In the course of conversa- 
tion at the tavern, it was asked what would be done with those known 
to be concerned in the attack and burning of Neville's house ? Brad- 
ford replied they would be hung, and suggested that the only way to 
protect them was to involve the whole Western country in the matter, 
and that the numbers concerned would prevent extreme measures on 
the part of the government To liiis suggestion the few present as- 
sented ; and a circular letter was addressed to the Colonels of the 
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aeveral Regiments ui the four Western counties^ requiring them to as* 
semble their commands at the usual place of rendevous, fully equip- 
ped with fire-arms and ammunition and four days' provision^ and from 
thence to march to Braddock's fields^ so as to arrive on Friday, the 
Ist of August ; that if any of their men had no arms^ to bring them 
on^ and arms and ammunition would be furnished ; stating that let- 
ters had been taken from the mail^ making important disclosures ; as- 
suring them Uiat they would have an opportunity to display their mil- 
itary skill and valor. This letter was signed by Canon, Bradford, 
Marshall, Speer and three or four others, and sent by messengers in 
different directions. The officers in Washington and Allegany gener- 
ally obeyed the summons. Some, however, put liie paper in their 
pockets, determined to say nothing about it ; but their men heard of 
the call and assembled, and the officers thought it prudent to go with 
them. From Fayette and the eastern part of Westmoreland very 
few attended. In Washington county hundreds were forced to drop 
their scythes and sickles in their harvest field ; and as they proceeded 
in squads to the place of rendezvous, they carried every one with them, 
willing or unwilling. Those who had horses, rode, those who had not, 
went on foot. The number assembled on Braddock's field is variously 
estimated at from five to seven thousand. During the day, men were 
assembling, some in regiments, some in companies, some in squads 
of eight or ten ; and as they arrived, guns were fired, drums beat, and 
the hills rang with shouts. 

Braddock's'fields are on the north side of the Monongahela, near 
the mouth of Turtle creek, and about eight miles from Pittsburg. The 
people of that town were greatly alarmed, apprehensive that the de- 
sign was to attack and burn the place, and perhaps to murder some 
of the inhabitants. The grounds of apprehension were, that Col. 
Neville, son of the Inspector, Major Kirkpatrick, and the writers of 
the intercepted letters were there, and also the U. S. Arsenal. Mr. 
Brackenridge states that he was greatly terrified, and meditated fleeing 
from the country ; but whither to go he knew not. All the roads 
leading to and over the mountains he believed were guarded, so as to 
catch any who might attempt to escape. To go down the Ohio river 
among strangers, he had not the means, and he seriously thought of 
crossing the Allegany river and making his way through the woods 
to some Indian town^ and throw himself on the mercy of hostile sava- 
ges. 

A meeting of the inhabitants of Pittsburg was called to determine 
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what was to be done. After much discussion, it was thought advisa« 
ble to appoint a Committee to meet the insurgents on Braddoek'a 
field as friends, and if they were received as such, well ; if not, to 
make the best terms thej could. The Committee, accompanied bj 
other citizens, went, with fear and trembling, and to their great joy, 
were received in a friendly manner. They joined the Committees 
from other parts of the country in deliberating on what measures were 
to be taken. 

David Bradford assumed the office of Major General, Mounted 
on a superb horse in splendid trappings, arrayed in full martial uni- 
form, with plumes floating in the air and sword drawn, he rode over 
the grounds, gave orders to the military and harangued the multitude. 
Never was mortal man more flattered than was David Bradford on 
Braddock's field. Everything depended on his will. The insurgents 
adored him, and those who hated and despised him, paid him the 
most servile homage, in order to be able to control and manage him. 

The Grand Committee from the different townships spent the night 
in discussing various projects. It is believed that the real object in 
calling the people to Braddock's fields was to unite them in sustaining 
those who had violated the laws of the State and resisted the General 
Government, and to make them share the common fate. But it would 
not do to avow this object. Other purposes must be proposed. One 
was to take the U. S. arsenal in the neighborhood of Pittsburg and to 
supply themselves with arms and ammunition. To this proposition 
there were serious objections. These military stores were deposited 
in the arsenal in preparation to subdue the Indians on their borders ; 
and if the Indians were not subdued, they would break in on Western 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky and the new settlements on the Ohio. This 
scheme was abandoned. Another project was to march into Pitts- 
burg and to expel from the place and from the country Col. Neville, 
Kirkpatrick, the authors of tiie intercepted letters, and all others known 
to be unfriendly to their cause. To this project the Committee of 
Pittsburg objected, believing that in thfe excited state of those on the 
field, it could not be done without bloodshed. Finally this project 
was abandoned on the assurance and solemn pledge that the people 
of Pittsburg would within eight days banish, or cause to leave the 
place, all those obnoxious to the people assembled. We may remark 
that Gen. Neville the Inspector, and the U. S. Marshal, had already 
made their way down the Ohio to the Kennawha, and from thence 
through Virginia, over the mountains to Philadelphia. The plan of 
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the Pittsburg Committee was, if possible, to prevent the people from 
entering Pittsburg ; and if that could not be done, to fall in with the 
wishes of the insurgents, and under the guise of friends to prevent mis- 
chief. It was soon ascertained that to dissuade Bradford and the peO' 
« pie ^frora entering Pittsburg was impossible. The Committee then 
professed to favor the design — invited them with apparent cordiality 
to visit the town and to receive the hospitality of the citizens, saying 
that they wished the honor of a visit in order to show the country 
and the world that although under high provocation, they could be- 
have in an orderly manner, as citizen soldiers ought to do. In carry- 
ing out this deception, Brackenridge acted his part so well that he 
became a favorite v^th the insurgents, and they forgave the hard words 
which he had uttered respecting treason and hanging at Mingo Creek. 
The invitation to visit Pittsburg was accepted, and the following day 
they marched to the town. There are two roads leading from Turtle 
Creek and Braddock's fields to Pittsburg. That traveled by wagon pass- 
es down the margin of the Allegany river. The oliier, which answered 
for footmen and horsemen, runs parallel and ndar to the Monongahela. 
The Pittsburg Committee, to prevent the militia from coming in sight 
of the U. S. arsenal and the soldiers who guarded it, advised the 
Monongahela route. It was taken. And the procession halted on a 
beautiful open plain, now covered with houses, lying between the 
town, as it then was, and Grant's HilL The good people of Pittsburg 
-^ brought out a plentiful collation of hams, poultry, dried venison and 
' bear meat, not forgetting, as the day was hot, water and whiskey. 
Mr. Brackenridge tells us that the entertainment cost him four barrels 
of good old Monongahela ; and he assures us that he had much rather 
lose the whiskey, good as it was, than that a single quart of human 
blood had been spilled. 

As it was neither convenient nor desirable to lodge so many guests 
in Pittsburg, it was a matter of no small anxiety and difficulty to de- 
vise ways and means of transporting the visitors over the river before 
nightfall. The ferry-boats were not sufilcient to carry over the horses 
as well as the footmen in so short a time. On examination it was 
found that the horsemen could ford the river on a bar formed at the 
junction of the Monongahela and liie Allegany. Guides were fur* 
nished, and the horsemen passed over in that way. The footmen were 
carried over in boats ; and when the work was finished, care was i^ 
ken that all^the boats should be brought to the Pittsburg side and well 
secured. 
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On the hill which overhangs the Monongahela, Major Kirkpatriek 
owned a farm. In the night the barn was fired, and the hay and grain 
of the tenant consumed. At the same time an attempt was made to 
bum Major Kirkpatrick's house in the town ; but was unsuccessful, 
through the interlerence of some gentlemen in whom the incendiaries 
had confidence. Thus ended the expedition to Braddock's fields and 
to Pittsburg. 

The citizens of Pittsburg met in town meeting, and after much dis- 
cussion it was voted that it was expedient that the persons named by 
the insurgents should leave the town and vicinity according to the 
stipulation entered into on Braddock's fields. In effecting the object 
Mr. Brackenridge took an active part, maintaining that the removal of 
these persons was the only means of averting the fury of an enraged 
populace. We may as well here as elsewhere state that, by a subse- 
quent vote of the citizens of Pittsburg, the expelled persons were with- 
in a few weeks re-called, and that Mr. B. did not favor their return at* 
that time. The part which he took in this matter greatly displeased 
the persons driven oflT, and their friends ; so that he felt himself in an 
unpleasant position, through fear of the insurgents on the one hand, 
and the hatred of the friends of the Government on the other. 

He defended himself against the latter in this way : He said he had 
searched the reports of European and American Courts to find a pre- 
cedent to justify his conduct ; but he had not been successful. In 
oriental history he had found a case which he thought was perfectly 
analagous. It was to this effect : Two men were traveling together, 
and their path lay on the margin of a deep pond of water. One of 
them slipped and fell into the pond. The bank was higher than the 
water. He struggled, and could not get out. His companion, seeing 
he would be drowned, lay down on the bank, reached over and caught 
the drowning man by the hair and dragged him up the bank ; but in 
coming up, one of his eyes was put out. He was enraged on account 
of the loss of his eye, and sued his fellow-traveler before the Cadi for 
destroying his eye. The Cadi was puzzled, and referred the case to 
the Caliph. The Caliph was also puzzled, and called for the advice 
of a very learned lawyer, Abbi Joseph. Joseph, having heard the 
case, gave this decision : that the plaintiff* should hftve his choice of 
two things, viz: to go back into the pond as he was before, and take 
his chance of getting out the best way he could, or to be satisfied with 
the loss of his eye. I make, said Brackenridge, the same offer to 
these men. Let them be placed in the same position they were, and 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



130 

fall into the hands of the insurgents^ or let them be content with the 
inconvenience they have suffered in being driven from home for a 
short time. 

During this period of misrule, serious acts of violence were done. 
In the cant language of the day, Tom the Tinker and his boys were 
busily engaged. Inflammatory articles were published in the news* 
papers and posted up in handbills. Liberty poles were erected, and 
labeled with liberty, no excise, and death to traitors. Registered stills 
were destroyed,^and the house of Wells, excise-man in Westmoreland 
county, was burnt. Fear and distrust pervaded the community; 
Those who were opposed to these unlawful doings dared not commu- 
nicate their sentiments to their neighbors, who perhaps were equally 
opposed to these transactions. A single example will show the state 
of things. On a week day there was a religious meeting and a lec- 
ture in the academy at Canonsburg. After the service was closed and 
the people had gone out, John McDowell, a very respectable man, an 
xolder in the Presbyterian church, and who had represented the county 
in the State Legislature, stood on the steps of the academy and ex- 
horted the people to have no participation in these unlawful proceed- 
ings, saying they were wicked, and would end in the ruin of those 
concerned. That as Christians they were bound to obey the laws of 
the land, however oppressive they might be. What he said was re- 
ported abroad, and an attempt was made to burn his bam, and severe 
threats were uttered against his person. 

At first good men stood aloof, remained at home and attended to 
their business, except when taken by force and compelled to assist in 
erecting liberty poles, and to be present at public gatherings. After 
the outrages were committed, they were restrained by prudence or 
timidity from making known their real sentiments. My own opinion 
is, that if when the fury was at its height, the people of the western 
counties could have expressed their opinions by secret ballot, a large 
majority would have been against these unlawful proceedings. This 
opinion we think is confirmed by the fact that in October following,, 
before the fury had subsided, Albert Gallatin, although he did not re- 
side in the district, was elected a member of Congress to represent 
the counties of Washington and Allegany. Gallatin, as we shall see in 
t}ie sequel, was a conservative opposed to*mob law. Two other can- 
didates had been in liie field canvassing the counties for several weeks. 
Gallatin was nominated by a few men in the vicinity of Canonsburg, 
only three da;^8 before the election, and yet he was elected by a large 
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majority over both his rivals. This is the first time this distinguished 
man appeared in the councils of our nation^ and his public career from, 
that time is well known^ and need not be described. His name fills a 
large and honored place in the history of our county. Perhaps it is 
not known to some present^ that at the time under consideration, he 
resided in an obscure part of Fayette county, on the Monongahela 
near the mouth of Cheat river, on the border of Virginia. He had 
established a glass manufactory, and built up a small village called 
New GLeneva, in memory of his native place. He had imported work- 
men|from Germany, and the business was profitable to himself, and ben* 
eficial to the western country. In his absence, attending the National 
Legislature, some of his best workmen were decoyed away^by promises 
of higher wages, by capitalists in Pittsburg. This is the origin of ; 
those splendid glass-works in that city, whose wares ^urp^^apy in 
this country, and rival the best manufactures of Europe. You wiJI 
please distinctly to notice that Gallatin was not present at any of the 
meetings which we have mentioned ; and yet it has been asserted and 
believed by many that he was the head and leader of the insurrection. 
He was not at the burning of Neville's house ; he was not at Mingo 
creek when the meeting at Parkinson's ferry was appointed ; he was 
not at Braddock's fields or Pittsburg. He was at-home some fifty on 
sixty miles distant, attending to his business. Shortly before the ' 
meeting at Parkinson's ferry, he attended a meeting of the disti'^eps of ^ 
Fayette county in Union Town, after writs had been served ^n thosfi 
who had not registered their stills, and no doubt gave his .^.Qnnsel ia 
reference to the measures adopted. At this meeting t'- -^ resolutions 
were passed : First, That distillers would register the' ^ g^jjjg ^^^j pay 
the duty, or they would abandon the business. S-- ^q^.^ That those 
on whom writs had been served, would emplo ^ ^ counsel and 
enter their appearance in the U. S. Court eas* '- ^^ mountains. In 
these resolutions there is nothing but what - ^^" ^^^ ^^^^^^ in gj^^ 
ilar circumstances ought to do. At this ^^^^ letters of invitation 
to appoint delegates to attend the mep ^^ Parkinson's ferry were- 

received and read, but no vote was '^ r ^^ «\v./>finn iyiaHa frv 

X xt. • •* X- A r J jassed, or even a motion maae to 

accept the mvitation. A few da^ f ^ \, ^^^^^ «♦ Parln'nflnn'a 
i-. 11 X- XX J J -i-x X /S before the meeting at FarJunson s,, 

Gallatin attended a mihtary ♦ < . . , . «:„uk^riin/ul and na 
'. J * J xu * 4.if -raining in his neighborhood, ana a9 

it was understood that otb' ***^ ^ . . j. „ ..^ v»o#i nnnninted 
delegates to Parkmson's fr -^^ tovniships m Fayette had appointed 
delegates to Parkmson s t ^^^^^ ^ represent his town- 

ship, and he consented f^> ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ie attended 

any meeting growmg *" 8"* -*"" 

^ out of the insunection. 
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It will be recollected that every meeting which had previously taken 
place was a mass meeting, and that every one present had a right to 
speak and to vote and to act as he pleased or rather as the leaders 
might dictate. The meeting at Parkinson's ferry was to be a meeting 
of delegates from each of the townships in the four connties. Letters 
of invitation had also been sent to Bedford county, Pa., and to the 
adjacent counties of Virginia. 

From Bedford county Pa.^ two delegates attended, and from Ohio 
county, Va., six. So that six counties were partially represented. 
Tho whole number of delegates in attendance was two hundred and 
twenty-six, and a much greater number of spectators. 

The place of meeting was very unfavorable to calm deliberation. It 
was on the western bank of the Monongahela, not far from Mingo Creek, 
the cradle of the insurrection, and only one mile from the house of 
Major McFarlane, who was killed in the attack on Neville's house. 
The meeting was held in the open air, under the shade of native trees. 
Col. Cook was appointed chairman, and Albert Gallatin secretary. 
Gallatin was very reluctant to act as secretary, but as he was unani- 
mously called on to act in that capacity, he thought he ought not to 
decline. 

David Bradford opened the meeling with a long speech, relating 
what had been done at Neville's house, stating that Neville had dis- 
charged the first gun. He placed every thing done by the insurgents 
in a favorable light, read the intercepted letters, gave an account of 
the expulsion of the letter writers at Braddock's fields, and finally said 
they were now called on to decide the mode in which the common 
cause was to be maintained, and suggested what ought to be done, 
viz. : to procure arms and ammunition, to subscribe money, raise vol- 
unteers or draft itiilitia, to appoint committees, to have the superin- 
tendence of the several departments. CoL John Marshall supported 
the suggestions of Bradford, and read five resolutions which he had 
previously prepared. The first resolution complained of the injustice 
of requiring the people of tke Western country to attend the federal 
courts, three hundred miles from their residence. To this resolution 
no objection was made. The. second resolution respected making 
preparation to resist, provided the rights of the Western people were 
infringed. This was opposed by Gallatin, as unnecessary and improper 
at the present time. Bmckenridge afieoted to oppose Gallatin in order 
to make the people believe he was on th^ side^ but he came to the 
same conclusion with Gallatin for different reasons. 
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The third and fourth resolutions were modified at the suggestion of 
Brackenridge without much difficulty. The fifth resolution was that 
they would support the laws and government of their respective States^ 
and those of the U, S., the excise law, and the taking away citizens 
from their respective counties excepted. 

Gallatin endeavored to show that injury to persons and property in K 
opposing the excise law could not be done without violating the laws of 
the State. He alluded to the burning of Kirkpatrick^s barn, <Sec. When 
he mentioned the burning of the barn, one of the delegates called out, 
'^ What ! do you blanae that V* Gallatin was embarrassed, and paused 
for a moment, and on recoVeiing himself said, "If you had burned 
Kirkpatrick in it, it might have been something ; but the bam had 
done no harm." ** Aye, aye," said the hot-headed men, " that's right 
enough." The incident shows how difficult it was to manage these 
people, and how adroitly Gallatin avoided an uproar. The five reso- 
tions were then committed to Gallatin, Bradford, Brackenridge, and 
Herman Husbands, to be put in due form. The second resolution 
was amended by this committee so as in a great measure to remove 
its warlike character. Still Bradford, contrary to the wishes of Gal- 
latin, insisted that these words should be added : And in case of any 
sudden emergency to take such measures as they (i.e. the Committee of 
Safety) may think proper. 

The fifth resolution was confined to the maintainence of the munici- 
pal laws of the State, because it was morally certain that to support 
the excise law could not be carried. * The resolutions as amended by 
the Committee were adopted by the Delegates without much difficul- 
ty. A Standing Committee of sixty, called the Committee of Safety, 
one from each township, was then chosen by the Delegates present, 
from their own number. This Committee agreed to meet at Browns- 
ville on the second day of September. 

During this meeting, the Commissioners of the State and of the 
General Governnaent arrived on the opposite side of the river, and 
this occasioned great difficulty. The people assembled wished to have 
a conference and to know immed lately what was to be done. The 
friends of peace and order knew it would be of no avail, and would 
probably, in the temper the people then were, produce disastrous con- 
sequences. They succeeded in having a committee of twelve, three 
from each of the four counties, appointed to meet the Commissioners 
at Pittsburg. 

On the second day of the meeting at Parkinson's, the proclamation 
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\ ^f Washington arrived And was read, and it produced anger and rage. 
The idea of draf^ng militia to quell the insurrection, and the charge of 
being guilty of treason, made them think they should arm themselves 
in defense. 

It is to be recollected that the delegates on this occasion did not 
represent the true sentiments of the people. The peaceable part of 
the community remained at home and attended to their harvest 
when these delegates were chosen, and some good men chosen re- 
fused to attend. The Committee of Sixty were also chosen from 
those present, and of course it was not a fair representation. On the 
morning of the meeting a liberty pole was erected, and the following 
inscription attached : Equal Taxation and no Excise ! — No Asylum 
for Traitors and Cowards ! 

The spectators also were chiefly of those who had been concerned 
in the previous riots. During the whole of this meeting, Mr. Brack- 
enridge conducted in such a way as to make the insurgents believe he 
was on their side ; yet by his management he greatly aided in carry- 
ing out the views of Gallatin. So equivocal was his conduct that Gal- 
latin himself did not know on which side Brackenridge was. James 
Ross, Senator of the U. S. and one of the Commissioners appointed 
by the President, understood the maneuvering of Brackenridge, and 
made to him some important suggestions, which Brackenridge execu- 
ted in his own way. Wm. Finley, a member of Congress from West- 
moreland, was present, but took no active part except in advising 
with those who were for peace. James Edgar, from Buflalo, Wash- 
ington county, was there as a delegate, and rendered important ser- 
vice by his influence and counsel. This truly great and good man, 
little known beyond the precincts of Washington county, was a na- 
tive of North Carolina, and had removed to Western Pennsylvania at 
an early period. He had a good English education, had improved his 
mind by reading and reflection, so that in theological and political 
knowledge he was superior to many professional men. He had as 
clear a head and as pure a heart as falls to the lot of mortals, and he 
possessed an eloquence which, although not polished, was convincing 
and persuasive. ' Yet he lived in retirement on his farm, except when x 
the voice of his neighbors called him forth to serve the Church or the 
State. He was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church, one of the 
Associate Judges of Washington Co,, had been a member of the Con- 
vention of Pennsylvania at the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 
and had occasionally represented his county in the State Legislature. 
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Daring the time of these troubles, I recollect to have heard him at 
Buffalo, on Monday after a sacramental occasion, address a congre- 
gation of at least two thousand people, on the subject of the insurrec* 
tion, with a clearness of argument, a solemnity of manner, and a ten- 
derness of Christian eloquence which reached the understanding and 
penetrated the heart of every hearer. The consequence was that very 
few in his neighborhood were concerned in the lawless riots. Yet his 
persuasive voice could not stay the iury of the people at Parkinson's 
Ferry. 

On the 20th of August the conferees or Committee of twelve met 
the Commissioners of the State and of the General Government at 
Pittsbui^. Thomas McKean, the Chief Justice of the State, and 
Gen. William Irwin, were Commissioners in behalf of Pennsylvania ; 
and William Bradford, Attorney General of the U. S., Caspar Yates 
and James Ross on the part of the General Government. The Com- 
missioners on the part of the U. S. proposed an amnesty of all offenses 
-before that date, and certain beneficial arrangements for adjusting de- 
linquencies and prosecutions for penalties now pending. 

The Commissioners in behalf of the State proposed an amnesty of 
all indictable offenses against the laws of the State, on condition of 
keeping the peace and complying with the terms proposed by the U. S. 
In both cases the terms proposed were to he accepted by the Commit- 
tee of Safety, which was to meet at Brownsville. Among the Com- 
mittee of twelve from the people were Gallatin, Brackenridge, Mar- 
shall, and David Bradford. They all agreed to the terms proposed ex- 
cept Bradford ; and after a private conference with some of the Com- 
missioners, he also assented to the terms proposed. Before the close 
of the meeting at Parkinson's Ferry, Marshall seemed to waver, and 
to be looking for some way to back out An opportunity was 
now offered. The only thing which the Committee of twelve asked 
more than what was offered, was longer time ; believing the people 
could not be brought to change their mind in so short a period. Tliis 
could not be granted. And the Commissioners of the Government 
required the Committee of Sixty to meet at Brownsville five days 
sooner than the time appointed, viz : on the 28th of August, instead 
of the 2d of September. 

While the Government Commissioners were in Pittsburg, a liberty 
pole was erected in front of then* lodgings, with the usual inscription 
of rebellion. On the morning of the conference, a very ill-advised 
handbill was posted up at the market-house, under the title of the In- 
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dian Treaty. These doings made a very unfavorable impression on 
die minds of the Commissioners^ and of course were reported to th& 
Government Mr. Brackenridge was charged with being the author 
of the Indian Treaty ; but it was afterwards proved that he* was not 
On the 28th of August, the Committee of sixty, called the Com- 
mittee of Safety, met at Brownsville to receive the report of the 
Committee of twelve, and were surrounded with a large number of 
, spectators, chiefiy from the infected district And about the time tiie 
meeting was . organized, a company of sixty or seventy riflemen, at- 
tended by a troop of horse, appeared on the ground, paraded through 
the streets with drum and fife, and finally arranged themselves among 
the spectators to see what was going on. This meeting was also held 
in the open air. Those of the Committee who were for submission, 
believed the military intended to overawe them, and those who were 
for continued resistance, concluded that the riflemen designed to en- 
force their wishes by power of arms. The one party rejoiced, and 
the other trembled. The Committee of twelve dared not make their 
repoil; which was in favor of accepting the conditions proposed. 

After some time it was ascertained that the riflemen and horse, with- 
out knowing that the Committee of Sixty were to meet at Browns- 
ville on that day, had come for a different purpose. In the vicinity of 
Brownsville there was a wealthy and very respectable nnan of the 
^ Society of Friends, usually called Quakers, who,.some time be fore, in 
^ jest, had called the Committee of Safety " the Scrub Congress.^' And 
these riflemen had come twenty or thirty miles to chastise bim ; that 
is, to tar and feather him, to burn his house or a mill which he owned 
on the Redstone near Brownsville. As soon as these facts were as- 
certained, the Committee of Sixty informed the riflemen that they 
eould not permit the execution of their purpose — that the Committee 
of Safety were invested with plenary powers to administer justice, to 
punish all ofiTenses against themselves and the people of the four 
counties. Accordingly, to fH*event violence, they ordered Samuel 
Jackson (for that was the ofiTender's name,) to be brought before them 
that they might hear the case, and if found guilty, prescribe the pun- 
ishment Jackson was brought. A tall, thin man, with > broad- 
brimmed hat and straight-breasted drab coat ; and he stood in the 
presence of his judges and accusers with a firm and unmoved coun- 
teitance, not knowing whether life or death awaited him. The charge 
was ]NX)ved by two witnesses. The question was, what should be done 
with the culprit ? Mr. Brackenridge very gravely proposed that he 
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shoald be punished according to the Jewish law — " an eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth/' He eulogized this law as one of the most 
just, reasonable and humane laws ever enacted ; that it required inju- 
ries to be punished in kind, just in proportion to the offense — neither 
more nor less. Ifi said he, a man should insult you by pulling your 
nose, you are not to knock him down, because you might hurt him 
more than he had hurt you. Nor are you to send him a polite note 
requesting the honor of exchanging a shot with him, because you 
might kill him, or he might kill you ; but you are to do to him precisely 
as he had done to you — that is, pull his nose. He also told 
an anecdote respecting the manner in which Oliver Cromwell 
punished a man who had used insulting language towards him* 
And although this was Ae most effective part of his speech, 
I shall not repeat it. My proposition, continued Brackenridge, 
is that we punish this man according to the Jewish law, and 
after the example of that illustrious republican, Oliver Cromwell. And 
whereas it has been proved that Samuel Jackson has called us, the 
Honorable the Representatives of the four Western Counties of Penn- 
sylvania, " the Scrub Congress,'' no matter whether in jest or in earn- 
est, I move that we pay him in his own coin — that we call him " a 
servby' and that he be known by the name of Scrub Samuel as long 
as the world lasts, and then we shall be even with him. This motion 
was carried by acclamation, amidst a tremendous roar, in which the 
riflemen heartily joined. Jackson apologised and ordered a couple of 
buckets of whiskey to be brought out, took a drink with the riflemen, 
and they parted good friends. 

Although the matter which brought the riflemen to Brownsville was 
amicably adjusted, they still remained on the ground until near night, 
and deterred the Committee of twelve from making their report. As 
soon as the military had departed, the conferees made their report. 
The report was in favor of accepting the terms proposed by the Gov- 
ernment Notwithstanding bis apparent acquiescence when in Pitts- 
burg, Bradford urged the rejection of the terms without delay. He 
said the conditions were so degrading that no one who had the spirit 
of a freeman could hesitate a moment. 

James Edgar begged for a little time for consideration before they 
took a step which might involve the country in a civil war. In a' strain 
of keen irony, which Bradford seemed to take for truth, he extolled 
the talents, learning, penetration and courage of the eloquent gentle- 
man. He said that Mr. Bi^dford could see by intuition into the most 
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difficult sabjectSy and that when he saw die path of duty plain before 
him, he had courage and skill adequate to every emergency. For his 
own part he was slow of apprehension ; he could not at once, like 
the gentleman who urged an immediate decision, know what might 
be said against the motion. He wanted a little time to think the sub- 
ject over, and perhaps he might be brought to see his way clear to fol- 
low the gentleman as his leader. There might be others in the same 
state of mind with himself ; and he appealed to the gentleman's ac- 
knowledged candor and liberality to give his weaker brethren a little 
time to think of the subject ; that unanimity in so important a crisis 
was greatly to be desired. 

An adjournment until the next morning took place. Immediately 
after the adjournment, Bradford crossed the Monongahela and lodged 
on the same side of the river with the riflemen, who had gone over a 
short time before him. This circumstance gave rise to the belief that 
he had passed the night with those armed men, and that he would 
probably return in the morning with them, and compel the Com- 
mittee of Sixty to reject the proposals of the Commissioners on the 
part of the Government In the morning Bradford returned without 
the military ; still it was feared that they were waiting for orders from 
him to appear. This idea greatly embarrassed the proceedings of the 
day. 

Between Gallatin, Brackenridge and Edgar there was a dispute 
"who should speak first The two latter refused, and Gallatin with 
some reluctance commenced. It was admitted by all who heard him 
that Gallatin on no other occasion ever delivered so able and con- 
vincing an argument He explained the nature of our Government, 
the duties of rulers and of their constituents, the necessity of submit- 
ting to laws which bore hard on a particular part of the community, 
until they could be altered in a regular constitutional way. His speech 
was long, calm and intellectual, containing no expressions calculated 
to irritate or create angry feelings. Brackenridge followed in a more 
animated strain. He appealed to the fears of the people — stated the 
dangers to which they were exposed. He said the General and State 
Governments had taken steps, from which they could not recede. The 
Western people could not refuse submission' to a particular law, and 
at the same time remain a part of the Government Hemmed in from 
•commerce by the mountains on one side, and on the other by the Indians 
and British, the mouth of the Mississippi blocked up by the Spanish, 
ihey must become isolated and independent An alliance with either 
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of these was impossible. They had no military stores^ nor means of 
procuring them. The Government was raising an army to subdue 
them. Can you, he asked, defeat an army of 15,000 men ? Can 
you drive back an army of twice that number if the first be repulsed ? 
Where are your arms, your ammunition, your money to feed and clothe 
your soldiers ? You have brave men — men skilled in the use of fire- 
arms ; but yield you must, sooner or later, and then follows confisca- 
tion and imprisonment^ and hanging of those who survive. 

When Brackenbridge closed, James Edgar commenced a most sol- 
emn address. He dwelt chiefly on their moral obligations to the 
Government under which they lived — that by their Representatives in ' 
Convention they had adopted the Federal Constitution — that they 
had elected legislative, and executive officers — that the legislative, , 
judicial and executive officers had sworn to support the Government, 
and that the people had put themselves under the protection of the 
laws, all which acts was a solemn acknowledgment of their allegiance. 
To violate these obligations was to break the most sacred and solemn 
ties that could bind man to man, or man to God. If these things 
were allowed to take place, no confidence could be placed in each 
other. The most solemn promises and contracts would not be bind- 
ing ; and men calling themselves Christians could place less confi- 
. dence in each other than in the savages on their borders. He de« 
scribed in a touching manner the distressing situation into which they 
had brought themselves by their inconsiderate acts — that through 
sympathy with their friends, many had involved themselves in perilous 
circumstances — that to persist in resistance would involve the inno- 
cent with the guilty in one common ruin ; and that he did not deem it 
unbecoming to say that those who refused submission must answer at 
the bar of God for the blood that would be shed in a civil war. He 
dwelt on these topics at great length, and expostulated with his fellow* 
citizens in the most tender and affecting manner. 

These speeches were delivered without any previous preparation, 
except a full knowledge of the subject and a deep feeling as to the 
result. Of course, much of the matter and the whole of the manner 
can never be regained. 

Bradford then rose, and contrary to his engagements with the Com- ^^ 
missioners of the Government, he opposed the acceptance of the pro* * 
positions in the most violent terms. He spoke of resources, of arms 
and ammunition — of the valor of the Western men — of their skill 
with the rifle, to which they had been accustomed from their child- 
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hood. We will meet^ said he, our foes in one of those narro w passes 
in the mountains where four men cannot walk abreast We will hurl 
down upon them the rocks from above — defeat the first army that en- 
ters the mountains, take their arms and baggage, and then we will be 
doubly able to defeat any army that lilay be sent against us ; and much 
more in the same strain. 

The question was then put, " Shall a vote be taken V* and decided 
in the negative — not a single person rising except the Committee of 
twelve. It was pefrceived that the members of the General Commit- 
tee were afraid to let their sentiments be known, and the question was 
put — " Shall the vote be taken by ballot V And again no one rose 
except the Committee of twelve. It was then proposed that the Sec- 
retary should write on slips of paper, as much alike as possible, ^'Aye** 
on one end, and " No" on the other — that one of these should be de- 
livered to each, and he should take which end he pleased, so that no 
one could possibly kndw how another voted. This was agreed to. 
The question was then on the following resolution, viz : ** That in the 
opinion of this Committee, it is the interest of the people of this 
country to accede to the proposals made by the Commissioners of the 
U. S." The result was, 34 ayes and 23 noes. 

" I ought to have mentioned that during the meeting hand bills were 
circulated, signed by Tom the Tinker, asserting that the Committee 
of twelve had been bribed at Pittsburg — that the Commissioners had 
come over the mountains with their saddle-bags loaded with gold, and 
had induced the Committee of twelve to agree to the terms of the 
amnesty. Tar and feathers and burning were threatened to those 
who should vote for submission on the terms proposed. The truth is 
that the fear of the mob prevented many from following the dictates 
of their own sober judgment. 

After the vote, finding that a majority were against him, Bradford 
left the ground. It was voted that the Committee of twelve should 
again wait on the Commissioners of the Government, and, if possible, 
obtain better terms. And as the first Committee reftised to act, a new 
one was appointed, and repaired to Pittsburg. Their first proposition 
not being unanimously accepted, the Commissioners changed the 
terms and required that every individual in the four western counties 
should, before or on the 11th of September, sign a promise to abstain 
from all acts of violence, and to aid in the execution of the laws — 
the excise included — as a condition of amnesty. The Committee 
earnestly requested longer time, so that the people mi^ht be brought to 
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nnderstand the situation in which they were placed. But it could not 
be granted. Only ten days intervened between the offer of new 
terms and the day on which each individual should secure an amnesty 
of the past by a written promise of submission to the laws. Four of 
these days passed before the terms of submission were printed, leav- 
ing only six days to circulate information over a region much larger 
than New Jersey. There was no opportunity to instruct the people 
respecting what was to be done. The consequence was that in some 
places the people did not meet at all. In others, a few of the most 
turbulent met in their election districts, and the peaceable, who had 
no concern in the riots, remained at home ; or if they went, they were 
overawed by threats. In the district where the disorders commenced, 
and in some other places, many went to the meetings armed, deter- 
mined to prevent, by force, signing the conditions of escaping the 
penalties incurred. Some refused to sign because they had had no 
concern in the riots. Thus in Fayette county very few signed, be- 
cause they had permitted the U. S. Marshal to serve his writs, and had 
entered into cognizance to answer before the U. S. Court. No 
writs had been served in Westmoreland, and no injury had been done 
except by a few individuals who had burned the Collector's house. 

On the day of signing, there were several examples of mean and 
cowardly conduct. Men who blustered and swore they would be 
death to any one who would put his hand to the paper, came to the 
magistrate after others had been withdrawn, and begged with tears to 
be permitted to sign, and after they had signed, denied to those whom 
they had led astray that they had signed. The truth is that many 
were convinced of their guilt and danger, and yet they were afraid of 
those around them. And the very persons of whom they were afraid 
were kept back from the same motive. No one dared to avow his 
real sentiments. 

All the Commissioners of the Government had returned to Philadel- 
phia before the day of signing except James Ross, who remained to 
carry the signatures to the Government. Two scoundrels who, armed 
with rifles, had prevented their neighbors from signing, followed Mr. 
Ross a day's journey/ giving out when liiey left home that they were 
going to take the papers from him, but when they overtook him, they 
begged bim to carrry their names to the President as submissive citi- 
zens. Bradford and Marshall signed on the day appointed. Bradford 
made a long speech, and exhorted the people to submit, putting his 
own submission on the ground that he was deserted by others. Be- 
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fore the Army arrived he left the country and fled to New Orleans, 
and he never returned. He was aware that his speeches at Browns- 
ville, on the 28th and 29th of August, excluded him from the benefit 
of the amnesty ; for it did not embrace acts done after the 22d of that 
month. Brackenbridge was absent attending a court at Greensburg^ 
and did not return to Pittsburg on the day of signing until it was too 
late, and he signed the next morning. 

The report of the Commissioners was so unfavorable, that the Pres- 
ident thought it necessary to send over the mountains the army al- 
ready collected. But wiliiin a few days after Mr. Ross left with the 
papers signed, a sudden and great change took place in the sentiments 
and conduct of the insurgents, and a meeting of the Committee of 
Safety was called at Parkinson's ferry, on the 2d of October. 
-'' At this meeting, Wm. Finley and David Roddick were appointed 
Conmiissioners to wait on the President and to assure him that sub- 
mission and order could be restored without the aid of military force. 
Without delay they crossed the mountains, and met the President 
with the army at Carlisle. As they approached Carlisle, they received 
the most alarming accounts of the excitement and rage of the army 
against the Western people, and they were advised by persons ih whom 
they had confidence, not to enter or pass through Carlisle ; that disorder 
and insubordination prevailed in the canig; that two men,one in Lebanon 
and the other near Carlisle, had been killed, and that threats of taking 
summary justice on the insurgents were freely uttered. On entering 
Carlisle they found that the report of the excitement and insubordina- 
tion of the army had not been exaggerated. The tavern-keeper with 
whom they lodged, and others advised the Commissioners not to ap- 
pear in the streets. In short, there appeared to be as strong a dispo- 
sition in the army as there had been in the insurgents to enforce 
Lynch law. It required all the authority and influence of Washing* 
ton to maintain order and subordination in the army. The truth is, 
that in order to rouse the militia of New Jersey and the lower part of 
Pennsylvania, exaggerated accounts, if that were possible, of the do- 
ings of the Whiskey Boys had been circulated, and the papers of Tom 
the Tinker had been distributed. In these papers Tom had ridiculed 
the Jersey militia, calling them ** The Water Melon Armj" telling 
them they had better stay at home and thrash their buckwheat, or ^ 
they mast fight, to make war on the crabs and oysters in their bays 
ruther than meet the Whiskey Boys. A song written by Gov. Howell 
and sung in the camp, had no small efiect in inspiring die militia with 
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patriotic ardor to put down the rebellion.^ Finley and Reddick 
were not molested except with opprobrious language in the streets. 
They called on the President and were politely received, and had 
several interviews with him, generally in the presence of Alexander 
Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury. They made known to the 
President the great change that had taken place in the views and 
feelings of the people west of the mountains after the Commissioners 
of the Government had returned. That the great body of the people 
who had no concern in the disorders, remained quietly at homo 
and attended to their business, had become convinced that the violence 
used would ruin the country. That they had formed themselves into 
associations to suppress disorder and to promote submission to the 
laws ; that the most disastrous consequences were apprehended from 
taking over the mountains an army so excited as that collected. 
Washington received the communication with great attention, and 
replied in substance that the chief expense of the army had already 
been incurred, and that he would unite the disorderly part of the army 
with those whose good conduct could be relied on, and he apprehended . 
no injury would be done to the property or persons of the people, pro- 
vided no resistance was made ; but if a single gun was fired he could ^ 
not answer for ihe consequences. The Commissioners returned, called 
a meeting of the Committee of Safety at Parkinson's ferry, and made 
their report At this meeting assurances were received from all parts 
of the country that resistance to the laws had been abandoned, and 
that no excise officer would be molested in the execution of his duties. 

The same Commissioners, with two additional, were appointed to 
meet the President at Bedford, and inform him of the state of the 
country. When they arrived at Bedford, they found that the President? 
having visited the left division of the army, consisting of the Virginia 
and Maryland militia assembled at Cumberland on the Potomac, had 
been at Bedford, and had returned to Philadelphia before they arrived. 

They then returned to Union Town, and had an interview with 
Henry Lee, Governor of Virginia, whom Washington had appointed 
major-general of the expedition. They were received by him with 
great civility, and assured that no exertions would be wanting on his 
part to prevent injury to the persons and property of the peaceable 

* This Bongy and a journal kept daring the expedition, by M^jor William Gk>nld, of 
the Jersey Troops, wUl be found in the Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical So- 
ciety, VoUII. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



144 

iDhabitants. The right divisioa of the army advanced from Bedford 
into Westmoreland county. The foot halted and encamped for seve- 
era! weeks, a mile and a half east of the Youghiogany river, so that 
from this central position they could reach any part of the country 
where resistance was likely to be made. The horse proceeded to the 
vicinity of Parkinson's Ferry. Those encamped near the Youghiogany 
made sad havoc on the poultry, pigs, and cattle in the neighborhood. 
Complaints of these depredations were so frequent, that general orders 
were issued that those detected in plundering would be severely pun- 
ished. But in many cases the officers deemed it prudent to connive 
at the violations of the general orders. Jonathan Forman, of Mon- 
mouth county, N. J., who had been an officer in the Revolutionary 
war, and who commanded a regiment in' the Western expedition, told 
me this trick played upon him. Soon after the general orders against 
plundering had been issued, two of his men came to him one morning, 
told him they had been out hunting the day previous, and had shot a 
nice young bear, and requested him to accept a quarter for dinner. 
It was the quarter of a shoat or young hog, which they had skmned, 
and made look as much like bear meat as they could. He accepted 
the present, dined on it, and praised the delicious flavor of the bear 
meat, thinking it better to be deceived than to punish his neighbors, 
who at home were on an equality with him. 

Companies of horsemen were scattered in different directions over 
the country, and as there was no opposition, it was thought the army 
was about to return. On the night of the 13th of November, a frosty 
night, about one o'clock, the horse was sallied forth,and before daylight 
arrested in their beds about two hundred men. A company of Virginia 
horse were stationed for several days near Canonsburg, and I give the 
manner of their proceeding as a Sample of what probably occurred in 
mother places. About two o'clock in the morning they surrounded the 
house where I lodged, and some came in and ordered m^ landlord, an 
old man, to rise and guide them to a neighborhood about eight miles 
distant, where he was well acquainted. He had no horse. They in- 
quired where a horse could be found. He named two or three places. 
They wanted a guide to the stables. The old mau had no servant in 
the house. Two boys belonging to the Academy lodged in an upper 
chamber. The older one, of an impetuous temper, had talked big in 
favor of the insurgents, and he believed the horsemen had come to 
arrest him, and he lay trembling in bed. The younger, more consid- 
erate, had always condemned the insurgents. Conscious of innocence 
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he jumped up and ran down stairs half dressed, to see what was going 
on^ The horsemen slapped him with their scabbards, and ordered 
him to show them the stables. He had to go, and run about a quarter 
of a mile without shoes, frosty as it was. No horse was found at the 
first stable, and then he had to run as far in a difierent direction, and 
happily found a horse. The epithets, young insurgent, with addi- 
tional hard words, were liberally applied with an occasional slap to 
quicken his steps. This lad was afterwards the Rev. Dr. 0. Jennings^ 
of Nashville, Tenn. 

My own lodgings were in a back-room below stairs, in company 
with a student of the Academy several years older than I was. He 
was a sober, pious young man, who had been compelled to go to the 
burning of Neville's house, and also to Braddock's Fields. On hear- 
ing the noise I made an attempt to rise, but my friend, believing the 
men with swords were in search of him, begged me to lie still. There 
he lay, with head covered, trembling and panting until the horsemen 
had departed. In justice to the Virginia, Maryland, and Philadelphia 
horsemen, it must be said they made arrests and treated their prison- 
ers with as much gentleness and humanity as practicable. Yet we 
can easily imagine what terror seized mothers, and sisters, and wives, 
when their sons, and brothers, and husbands were taken out of bed, 
and carried off they knew not whither. That night was afterwards 
called " the dismal night." 

To the New Jersey horsemen was assigned the duty of arresting 
those who resided in Mingo Creek settlement, the region where the in- 
surrection commenced, and where the most disgraceful acts of violence 
had been committed. Whether this region was assigned by accident 
to the New Jersey horsemen, or that they might have an opportunity 
of taking revenge for the insults Tom the Tinker had offered, calling 
the Jersey militia the Water Melon Army, <&c., we know not But 
the universal testimony is, that arrests were made in that region ac- 
companied with circumstances of barbarity and terror seldom equalled. » 
Men were dragged out of their beds loaded with curses, threatened 
with hanging and death in the presence of their wives and children, 
and not permitted to collect clothes necessary to protect them from 
the inclemency of the season, and driven off on foot when they had 
horses in their stables. About forty of these men were brought to a 
house near Parkinson's Ferry, and thrust into a wet and muddy cellar, 
tied two and two back to back, and kept there twenty-four hours 
without food or drink. A fire was kindled for the guard, but the pris- 
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oners were not suffered to come near it, nor was the owner of the 
house permitted to do anything to relieve the sufferings of his neigk- 
bors. The following day they were driven twelve miles on foot, 
through mud and water to Washington. During this march, instances 
of cruelty are^ told too bad to be repeated. This treatment was at- 
tributed to the commanding officer rather than to the men. Indeed, 
the men when they saw their prisoners exhausted with hunger and 
fatigue ready to faint, alighted from their horses, placed their prisoners 
on their saddles, and waded themselves through mud nearly knee deep. 
A large number of prisoners from Washington county were collected 
together in the county town, and taken thence to Pittsburg under 
guard. The object in taking them to Pittsburg was that they might 
be examined by the District Judge, so as to ascertain which of them 
ought to'*be taken to Philadelphia for trial. I saw them when on their 
way, as they entered Canonsburg, and were placed in a large upper 
room in the Academy, to lodge for the night. They were conducted 
by the Philadelphia and New Jersey cavalry. The contrast between 
the Philadelphia horsemen and the prisoners was ^ the most striking 
that can be imagined. The Philadelphians were some of the most 
wealthy and respectable men of that city. Their uniform was blue, 
of the finest broadcloth. Their horses were large and beautiful, all of a 
bay color, so nearly alike that it seemed any two of them would have 
made a good span of coach horses. Their trappings were superb. 
Their bridles, stirrups, and martingales glittered with silver. Their 
swords, which were drawn and held elevated in the right hand gleamed 
in the rays of the setting sun. The prisoners were also mounted on 
horses, of all shapes, sizes, and colors ; some large, some small, some 
long tails, som^ short, some white, some black, some fat, some lean, 
some of every color and form that can be named. Some had saddles, 
some blankets, some bridles, some halters, some with stirrups, some 
with none. The riders also were as various and grotesque in their 
appearance. ' Some were old, some young, some hale, respectable 
looking men, others were pale, meager, and shabbily dressed. Some 
had great coats, others had blankets on their shoulders. The counte- 
nance of some was downcast, melancholy, dejected ; that of others 
stern, indignant, manifesting that they thought themselves undeserving 
such treatment Two Philadelphia horsemen rode in front, and then 
two prisoners, and so two horsemen and two prisoners alternately 
throughout a line extending perhaps half a mile. I have more than 
once seen gangs of fifty or sixty negroes tied to a long rope, two and 
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two opposite to each otber, and inarched to a distant slave-market, 
but their anguish and indignation was not to be compared to that 
manifested by these western men. If these men had been the ones 
chiefly guilty of the disturbance it would have been no more than 
they deserved. But the guilty had signed the amnesty, or had left 
the country before the army approached. It his been estimated 
that between one and two thousand men with rifles in their hands^ 
had withdrawn and remained absent until the army left the country. 
The District Judge and the Prosecuting Attorney had a most arduous 
and delicate task to discriminate between those who were guilty and 
those who were innocent; and the great number arrested made it 
impossible for a single judge to examine within any reasonable time 
the case of each individual. There were several persons not clothed 
with judicial authority, who assisted in making preliminary examina- 
tions. Among these, Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury^ 
took an active and distinguished part 

To the Secretary the country owes much. Through his intelligence 
and energy the finances of the country, in a deranged and bankrtfpt 
state, were restored to system and order ; and means were provided 
for paying at least in part, the debts of the Revolutionary war, and of 
giving confidence in the pecuniary responsibilities of the General Grov- 
emment. But as Mr. Hamilton and those who acted with him were 
not acquainted with the people in Western Pennsylvania, they made 
many mistakes. They dismissed, as innocent, some who were among . 
the most guilty ; while they doomed others, perfectly innocent, to be 
carried to Philadelphia on charge of treason. It was natural that the 
Secretary of the Treasury^ finding his financial arrangements violent- 
ly opposed, should be chafed and irritated. He crossed the mountains 
prepossessed with the idea that some leading and distinguished men 
ifi that country, such as William Finley, Albert Gallatin, H. H. Brack- 
enridge and John Smiley were the authors of the rebellion; and 
when he could not obtain evidence of the fact, he charged the persons 
examined with prevarication and falsehood, and even intimated to 
them Aat their own safety depended on implicating men who had done . 
all they could to quell the insurrection. 

I omit several cases of this kind that might be mentioned, and no- 
tice only ih&t of Mr. Brackenridge, as stated by himself. Mr. B. was 
two days closeted in a private room, under examination by the Secre- 
tary. In the course of the examination, Mr. Hamilton suggested that 
witnesses who were not candid in giving testimony against others, 
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could not expect to avail themselves of the benefits of the amnesty. 
And as Mr. Brackenridge was proceeding with his narrative^ the Sec- 
retary remarked, " I observe. Sir, one leading trait in your account — 
a disposHion to excuse the principal actors ; and before we go further, 
I must be candid and inform you of the delicate situation in which 
yoa stand. You are not within the amnesty. You did not sign upon 
the day; and although the Government may not be disposed to act 
rigorously, yet you are in its power, and it will depend on the cand<Nr 
of your account, what your fate will be." Mr. B. answered, " It is 
true. Sir, I am not within the amnesty. I did not sign on the day ; 
and I am sensible of the extent of the power of the Government; but 
were Ae narrative to begin again, I would not change a single word/' 

In his history of the Western Insurrection, Mr. Finley attributes 
the exertions of the Secretary of the Treasury to find evidence against 
Gallatin, Smiley and himself, not to an honest belief that they had 
fostered and encouraged the insurrection, but to a desire to destroy 
their influence with the people, because they were opposed to his ofii- 
cial acts. 

I cannot believe that Mr. Hamilton acted from any such unworthy 
motive; but that he was led to believe that these men were at the 
foundation of the rebellion , and that he wished to ascertain the real 
actors and those who urged it forward. Yet I am as fu]ly persuaded 
that these men never advised any other than constitutional measures to 
obtain the repeal of the excise law, which they knew operated very 
unequally and oppressively on the people west of the mountains. I 
want no other proof of this than that the people in the neighborhood 
of Finley, Gallatin and Smiley, and with whom they had ireqnent in- 
tercourse, were quiet during the disturbance, and not one of them was 
charged with a single misdemeanor. ^ It is true that Gallatin acted as 
Secretary at the first meeting at Parkinson's Ferry, and that one of 
the resolutions signed by him, as Secretary, had a warlike aspect But 
it is equally true that he modified and softened the other resolutions, 
and that he opposed, in Select Committee, that which spoke of resist- 
ance in certain contingencies ; and having borne testimony against the 
resolution, he signed it as the Secretary of the meeting. If he had 
done otherwise, he must have refused to act as Secretary, and lost all 
influence with the people and sufifered them to go headlong to ruin. 

It will be recollected that during the disturbance Mr. Brackenridge 
was in great fear of being mobbed by the insurgents. When the ar- 
my was approaching he thought he saw a 6torm, still more appalling. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



149 

arising from another quarter. The part he took in expelling Col. Ne- 
ville and others from Pittsburg had enraged them against him. These 
men had gone to Philadelphia, and, as he feared, had prejudiced the 
Government and the officers of the army against him. He thought of 
leaving the country ; but through the advice of his friends, he deter- 
mined to remain and abide the issue. When Gen. Morgan, who com- 
manded the Virginia Dragoons, arrived in Pittsburg, some of his men, 
at a late hour in the night, after Mr. Brackenridge had retired, broke 
into his yard, and were about to enter his house. His servants ran 
and informed the General, and he came bare headed and dispersed his 
men. Concerning this transaction, Brackenridge quaintly remarks^ 
that he was very thankful to Gen. Morgan for saving his life; 
yet the General " had no objections to having him conducted out of 
the world in a legal way.'' It seems the General made great exertions 
afterwards to find proof that Brackenridge was guilty of treason. 

When Brackenridge observed the manner in which witnesses were 
examined — the implied promises of impunity if testimony were given 
against some leading men^^he did not know but that some criminal 
might accuse him as his leader, in order to escape punishment He 
knew also that the speeches made at Mingo Creek and Parkinson's 
Ferry were of so equivocal a character that if one part were reported 
without the other, treasonable expressions might be found. He was 
aware, too, that his conversation and conduct at Braddock's fields 
were intended to make the insurgents believe, and did make them be- 
lieve, that he was on their side. For these and other reasons he ap- 
prehended danger. And he probably would have had serious difiienl- 
ty, if James Ross, one of the Commissioners of the Government, who 
knew his motives and understood the eccentricity of hi? character^ had 
not been with him at Braddock's fields and Parkinson's Ferry. 

He was. bound over to attend the Court east of the mountains, as a 
witness. There were several cases of persons taken to Philadelphia 
for trial who were entirely blameless. I mention only one. CoL 
John Hamilton was Sheriff of Washington county, resided in Mingo 
Creek settlement, commanded a regiment of militia in that neighbor- 
hood ; many of his men were concerned in the riots ; yet he stood 
aloof and prevented all the mischief he could — took no notice of the 
order to march his regiment to Braddock's fields — rode to Washing- 
ton and prevailed on Marshall to countermand the order ; but it was 
too late. And finding that his men would go, he went with them with 
a view to prevent mischief; and he did render important service. 
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Daring the riots he had repeatedly declared himself ready, as 
Sheriff, to arrest and bring into court any man against whom a writ 
might be isssaed. And such was the energy of his character that no 
one who knew him, doubted his word. Bu^ Bradford, the Prosecuting 
Attorney of the county, was the leader of the insurgents. Addison, 
the Presiding Judge, was absent east of the mountains, and the infe- 
rior magistrates had not the courage to issue a writ Yet this man 
was marl(ed as a victim, taken to Philadelphia without any previous 
es^lEunination of his case, paraded through the streets with an ignomin- 
ious badge on his hat, and thrown into prison. After remaining in pris- 
on ten weeks, his case was brought before the Supreme Court on a 
writ of habeas corpus ; and he was admitted to bail. At the Circuit 
Court, the June following, a bill of misprison of treason was sent to 
the Grand Jury ; but every witness examined testified strongly in his 
favor, and he was dismissed. 

In conducting the examinations at Pittsburg and at other places in 
Western Pennsylvania, the conduct of Judge Peters were marked 
with justice and humanity. He seemed unwilling to commit any for 
trial, against whom there was not i»*obable evidence of guilt. From 
a portion of the army there were loud complaints, because so many 
were released. They complained that after all their fatigue and hard- 
ships so few of the insurgents would be hung. 

It is possible that to prevent the army from taking summary justice, 
the Judge sent to Philadelphia more than he otherwise womld have 
sent After being kept in jail four or five months, the prisoners were 
tried before Judge Paterson, assisted by Judge Peters ; and of the 
large number taken to Philadelphia, only two were condemned to be 
hung. Tlie truth is, that the most criminal had signed the conditicms 
of amnesty or had fled from the country and escaped the penalty of 
the law. 

One of those condemned was an ignorant Gem^n, a man of vio- 
lent passions, who had assisted in burnbg the Collector's house in 
Westmoreland county, convicted chiefly on the testimony of a man 
who was the leader in that wicked transaction. The other was John 
MitcheU, on^ of the men who had robbed the U. S. mail at the insti- 
gation of his cousin, D. Bradford. 

MitcheU had absconded until the judiciary had- lefl the country. 
He then returned and delivered himself up to Gen. Morgan, who re- 
mained through the winter with about fifteen hundred men. Struck 
with the ignorance and stupidity of the man, Gen. Morgan aflTected 
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not to believe that he was concerned tn robbing the mail. But he in- 
sisted that he was the man ; and ihe General gave him a pass to go 
to Philadelphia and to deliver himself to the Marshal, hoping that he 
would have sense enough to make his escape ; but he had not He 
was arrested and tried, and condemned to be hung. These two men, 
who, in the language of Mr. Brackenridge, were not worth hanging, 
were reprieved and afterwards pardoned by the President. 

Many important salutary lessons might be deduced from the imper- 
fect narrative given ; but having already trespassed too long on the 
patience of the Society, I will merely suggest a few topics on which 
each one can reflect at his leisure. 

First. In a country so extensive as the United States, with such a 
diversity of climate and soil, leading the citizens to such a variety of 
pursuits and occupations, it appears to me impossible to raise a revenue 
to sustain the Government by direct or internal taxation. The Con- 
stitution of the United States declares that " all duties, imposts and 
excises shall be uniform throughout the United States ;" that is, the 
same articles shall be taxed alike throughout our extensive territory. 
The consequence will be, that taxes not felt at all in some places, will 
press heavily on others, as did •the excise on whiskey in Western 
Pennsylvania, and will tempt the people to rebel. We have great rea- 
son to be thankful that the duties on importations from foreign coun- 
tries are sufficient to pay the expenses of our Government. In this 
case, every individual is at liberty to purchase or not to purchase for- 
eign goods, and of course to pay or not to pay, at his pleasure, the 
expenses of our General Government 

Second, We see the disasjtrous consequences of mob law : the in- 
nocent are as likely to suffer as the guilty. 

Third. When a number of persons combine together to do wrong, 
reason is dethroned and argument is of no avail. You may convince 
each individual of his error; but he will not and he dare not break 
ranks. He is afraid of his neighbor; and his neighbor may be as de- 
sirous as he is to back out, but he dare not ; and this feeling may per- 
vade the whole community, and no one will dare to express his real 
sentiments. This truth was illustrated by the Committee of Safety re- 
fusing to vote openly at the meeting at Brownsville. 

Fourth. In a commotion such as that in Western Pennsylvania, froth 
and bubbles will rise to the surface of the agitated waters, and swell 
and glitter in the sunbeams for a short time, and then burst and vanish 
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from the sight Witness D. Bradford and other leaders of the West- 
em Insurrection. 

Fifth. Those who are the most turbulent and outrageous when sur* 
rounded by a multitude agreeing with them in sentiment and feeling, 
are usually the most dastardly and sneaking when danger comes. 
Witness those who fled from the country whpn the army was crossing 
the mountains. 

Sixth. On this occasion Washington manifested his usual wisdom 
in calling out an army so large as to render opposition hopeless, and 
by this means avoiding the effusion of human blood. 

Lastly. This occurrence was salutary as an example^ showing that 
the Federal Government was not a rope of sand^ which might be 
broken at the will of any section of the country whenever any State 
or part of a State thought a particular law unjust or oppressive. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Vol VI. 1853. No. IV, 

Trenton, January 20<A, 1853. 

This being the day for the annual meeting of tiie Society, the mem- 
bers convened in Temperance Hall, in this city, at 12 o'clock at noon. 
As the President and Vice Presidents were absent, the Rer. Nichol/s 
MuRBAY, D. D., Chairman of the Executive Committee, was called 
upon to preside. Mr. Hates, the Recording Secretary, not being 
present, Mr. John Rodgers was appointed Secretary ^o tern., and 
read the minutes of the last meeting. 

Mr. Whitehead, the Corresponding Secretary, laid upon the table 
the correspondence of the Society since September, drawing atten- 
tion particularly to letters from Rev. Richard Webster, of Mauch 
Chunk, Pa.; Rev. M. W. Jacobus, of Alleghany; and Royal R. 
HiNMAN, Esq., of Hartford, Conn., acknowledging their election as 
members ; from Benjakin French, Esq., of New York, asking for 
donations for the New Orleans Library ; from Manning T. Force, 
Esq., Secretary of the Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society, sug- 
gesting an application to Congress for books ; from Chas. C. Rafn, 
Secretary of the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries, Copenha- 
gen, referring to the current errors respeoting Ae visits of the North- 
men to the coasts of America, and transmitting a correct statement, 
based upon Danish authorities; from the Smithsonian Institution, 
American Philosophical Society, Pennsylvania Historical Society, 
Connecticut Historical Society, and different gentiemen, in relation to 
the operations of tiie Society. The communication from the Society 
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of Northern Antiqiiaries was referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tions. 

The Librarian, Mr. S. H. Congas, submitted a report of the dona- 
tions received since the last meeting, amounting to 70 bound volumes^ 
71 pamphlets, and 5 volumes of newspapers ; some of the works being 
▼ery valuable. 

Only eleven of the newspapers of the State had been received bj 
the Society. It was desirable that all should be preserved, and their 
transmission by the publishers was requested. 

Mr. Ross, the Treasurer, reported a balance in the Treasury of 
#341 79. 

The Chairman presented the Annual Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee, exhibiting the progress of the Society during the year, as fol- 
lows: 

The Executive Committee beg leave to present the following as 
their Annual Report. 

The quarterly publication of the Society has been continued 
through the year, conveying to the members and to the country the 
record of our proceedings and transactions. It is to be regretted 
that it is not more extensively patronized by the good people of our 
State, containing as it does papers and journals of great interest and 
value. 

Another volume has been added to the publications of the Society, 
containing the "Papers of Governor Lewis Morris," making the 
fourth volume of "Collections" already published by our Society. 
We doubt whether any of our sister institutions have, in the same 
time, made such valuable contributions to the historical literature of 
our country. 

The Library is rapidly on the increase. It now contains 1,655 
bound volumes, and 1,849 pamphlets, making an increase of 240 vol- 
umes (164 of which were donations,) and of 315 pamphlets vrithin 
the year. The donation of Dr. William Turk, of Newark, one of 
ibe senior Surgeons of our Navy, consisting of 58 volumes, 96 
pamphlets, 2 valuable maps, some volumes of newspapers, and an 
ancient Dutch Bible more than one hundred years old, is worthy of 
special notice. 

.The Treasurer, with our Secretaries, have been engaged in the 
work of revising the list of members. There remain on the list, af- 
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ter a thorough expurgation^ 312 iresident members^ of whom 3d are 
life members ;— enough to make a most interesting and useful Society, 
if all only possess the historical spirit. For the condition of the Fi- 
nances^ Ihe Committee refer to the Report of the Treas9rer. 

Under the direction of your Committee^ the Corresponding Secre* 
tary visited the Massachusetts Historical Society Library^ and na4a 
an examination of the Gov. Belcher papers which it contains. The 
following is his report : 

Nbwabk, Nov. 20th, 1852. 

Dbar Sir — In accordance with the request of the Executive Com* 
mittee, I have visited Boston, and made the examination of the papqm 
of Governor Belcher in the I^ibrary of the Historical Society of Mas- 
sachuseUs, access to which, with permission to copy such of them as 
we might desire, was so freely accorded by a vote of that veneral^^ 
institution. 

It gives me pleasure, in the farther prosecution of the duty assigned 
to me, to report to you that I found the papers fully as valuable and 
interesting as they were Represented to be by our corresponding mem- 
ber, "Mr. Jencks; and for the period of the Governor's ofilcial life, 
prior to his entering upon the government of New Jersey, no collec- 
tion of papers could more thoroughly exhibit the man, or convey a 
better idea of the state of public affairs ; for it would seem to have 
been the custom of Governor Belcher to have every letter he wrote, 
however trifling its purport, systematically copied ; and we meet, con- 
sequently, with details and illustrations that are not ordinarily pre- 
served, but which, from the light which they throw upon the charac- 
ter and motives of the writer and the events of the day, possess pecu- 
liar interest. < 

It is deeply to be regretted that the deficiencies in the papers — 
arising from some of the volumes being missing, and the vandalism 
which has deprived two of those in the collection of a large portion 
of their leaves — exist mainly in those referring to New Jersey ; but 
enough remains to warrant, in my opinion, the prosecution of the ul- 
timate design of the Society in authorizing the examination I have 
made ; these papers not only being essential, in many respects, to a 
right understanding of that period of New Jersey history, but also, 
what is of nearly equal importance, a proper appreciation of the mo- 
tives and conduct of the Governor* 

I do not hesitate, therefore, to recommend to the Committee to 
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proceed to obtain copies of such of the papers as may be of import- 
ance, in accordance with the direoMon of the Society ; unless thej 
shonld prefer, on account of the expense, to await the farther action 
of the Society. 

There are three volumes containing the New Jersey letters, com- 
mencing with the Governor's arrival in the Province in Sept. 1747, 
and extending to October, 1748 ; and then from October, 1750, to 
August, 1752; and from July to December, 1755; leaving, as you 
will observe, serious blanks which, from the causes mentioned, can 
not be supplied. Of the three volumes I made as particular an ex- 
amination as time would permit — the greater part of two days being 
devoted to the papers — marking such letters or such passages as I 
deemed important — ^and selecting some letters in the previous volumes 
that I thought particularly valuable, as illustrative of character and 
opinions; and the result was an estimate that the quantity of 
matter to be copied would be equal to about 1200 folios, which at 5 
cents per folio — for which I am informed the work can be done by a 
competent person — would come to 960. I also marked many letters 
of which I thought it desirable some note should be made in Uie man- 
ner of Mr. Stevens' Analytical Index ; which, with the cost of paper, 
&c., would probably add to the expense 940 more, making the whole 
amount, 9100, It would not vary much from that sum. 

The Society possesses also an admirable portrait of Governor 
Belcher. 

I confess that my opinion of the Governor has been considerably 
changed by the perusal of his papers. I did not give him credit fer 
half the intelligence, forecast, prudence and determination he pos- 
sessed — ^his piety and integrity stand higher in my estimation—and, 
although he evidently had foibles and faults that were prominent, was 
decidedly a much superior man to the one I had prefigured to myself 
from the information I had previously obtained. 

I cannot conclude this report without expressing my obligations to 
the Rev. Mr. Felt, the Librarian, and the Hon. James Savage, Pres- 
ident of the Massachusetts Society, for the interest they manifested 
in the object of my visit, and the facilities afforded me in carrying 
out my wishes. 

Very truly, dear sir, 

Yours, 
W. A. WHITEHEAD, Cor. Sec. 
Rev. N. Murray, D. D., Chairman, dz;c. 
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The Committee would resj^ectfully recommend the Society to di^ 
rect the copies of the papers to be secured as suggested by the Sec- 
retary. 

The Library was not long since entered by a burglar, and part of 
the coins presented by Mr. Scharff were stolen. Those stolen were 
valued at about ten dollars ; their historical value was much higher. 
The Committee would recommend the Society to order them to be 
replaced by purchase if possible. We have, in the robbery of these 
coins, another argument in favor of a building which will be at once 
proof against fire and robbers. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

On motion of Bishop Doanb, it was 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be authorized to se- 
cure copies of such of the papers of Governor Belcher, referring to 
New Jersey, as he may think important, and that a sum, not exceed- 
ing one hundred and fifty dollars, be appropriated for that purpose. 

Mr. Whitehead, from the Committee on Purchases, reported the 
purchase of thirty two volumes of valuable historical works since the 
last meeting, among them being several volumes from the library of 
the late Matthew S. Clair Clarke, Esq., of Washington, which render- 
ed some of the Society's series of Congressional documents complete. 

Mr. GiFFORD, from the Committee on Biographies, made a verbal 
report of the progress made by the Committee, and stated that he had 
himself made some biographical researches in connection with monu- 
mental inscriptions in Sussex county, which he would take an oppor- 
tunity to lay before the Society. 

Mr. CoNOAR, in the absence of the Chairman, (Dr. Mulford,) pre- 
sented the report of the Committee appointed at the last meeting to 
examine some ancient ruins at the mouth of Timber Creek, and to 
make such other explorations as they thought necessary to identify 
the site of Fort Nassau, erected in 1623, as follows: 

To the New Jersey Historical Society : 

The Committee appointed by your body in September last, to co- 
operate with a similar Committee of the Pennsylvania Historical So- 
ciety in making explorations and researches in reference to the site of 
Fort Nassau, would respectfully report, That attention has been given 
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to the object of their appoiatment, in so far as time and opportunity 
hare been allowed. At an early period an appointment was made for 
joining the representatives of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and 
having met them according to agreement, the joint body proceeded 
to the place, and entered npon an examination. Beside the parties 
more immediately concerned, there were in attendance several indi- 
viduals who felt an interest in the matter in hand, or were in posses- 
sion of some information in regard to it Communications had also 
been opened with others, in advance. 

From various causes, the subject of inquiry has come to be involved 
in a great deal of obscurity. More than two centuries and a quarter 
have elapsed since Fort Nassau was erected, and considering the cir- 
cumstances of the time and the place, it may well be supposed that 
the structure was, at first, but a very imperfect one. At subsequent 
periods it was repaired, and perhaps extended and strengthened ; yet 
there is no reason to believe that such a degree of care was ever be- 
stowed upon it as would be necessary in order to give it an enduring 
character.* Its remains, therefore, if now in any part actually ex- 
isting, can have but little distinctness, and of consequence must be 
difficult of recognition. The statements of authorities, too, upon the 
subject, have tended rather to increase than to lessen the obscurity. 
Upon one point only is there a general concurrence amongst them. 
With some inconsiderable exceptions, their statements and descrip- 
tions appear to meet, in placing the Fort upon or somewhere near a 
stream which has been designated by various names, but which now 
is commonly called Timber Creek. But in regard to the precise lo- 
cality there is much disagreement. Some place the work upon one 
side of the stream, and some upon the other, whilst others have indi- 
cated spots which it is difficult to recognise at the place, as it now 
appears.f It is to be noticed, that there are two streams which bear 
the name of Timber Creek, and which are designated respectively as 
** Big" and ** Little" Timber Creek. Whether the relation between 
dlese has always been the same in every respect as that now existing. 



♦ It appears, too, that about 1650 the Fort was either wholly or partly demdished 
by the Dutch tiiemselyes, they finding it *' to be too high up, and too much out of the 
way." 

t Upon most, perhaps all, of the earlier maps, the Fort is represented as being be- 
low Timber Creec ; some of the later, haye it above. In a late woHe (Hazzard's An- 
nals) it is stated that maps hare been examined which place the Fort between the two 
branches of Timber Greek ; such maps have not been noticed by other authorities, but 
tiuB writer is usoaUy oareftal and accurate. 
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Is somewhat uncertain. At present, however, they are connected to- 
geUier by having an outlet common to both. Though quite diveigetit 
hi their upward course, they are found to come together nearly a quar- 
ter of a mile before they arrive at the Delaware, and afterwards there 
is only a single channel. The points upon either side of this chan* 
nel, near to the Delaware, and the point of junction between the two 
streams, (the'latter point, as just etated, being at some distance from 
the Delaware,) are the spots which naturally attract attention, and to 
which the researches made on the present occasion were confined. 
On the lower side, the bank is much less elevated than on the opposite 
one, and the place has no features that would recommend it to notice 
or give it an important advantage. But information had been given^ 
1;hat explorations had been made there, and that something having 
the appearance of an embaiikment had been discovered. Upon exam- 
ination, a ledge of land was found, having a somewhat semi-circular 
form, and projecting at one point into a meadow or marsh, and hav- 
ing, at that point, an appearance of some elevation ; but, at the oppo- 
site point, it was not raised above the level of the surrounding land, 
and was, apparently, continuous with it. Excavations upon this 
ridge disclosed nothing, and the entire examination led rather to a 
negative conclusion as to there having been any work of an artificial 
character at that place. Nothing else was seen, on this border, to 
prompt to further research. The central point — that at the confluence 
of the two streams — was next visited. This was the spot to which 
the notice of the members of the Pennsylvania Historical Society had 
been especially turned, and where the remains were found which 
were described in the communication from the Secretary of that So- 
ciety to your body. The ruins in question are lying upon the border 
of Little Timber Creek, a very short distance above the spot where 
this stream joins with the larger one. They consist of a number of 
iogs disposed along the line of the stream, with some others extend- 
ing from them in an outward and backward direction, and thus form- 
ing, together, a partial enclosure. Within this space, there extends, 
for a part of the distance, a line of wall. The whole is described 
with precision, and with suflicient minuteness, in the communieatioii 
to your body already referred to. What are these remains ? The 
•statements and opinions of persons who have long been acquainted 
with the place, are entirely at variance. Some were quite confident 
that these vestiges are not a part of any construction of modem 
date, or at least, that there is no tradition or history connectmg them 
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i^rith the present people of the country. Bat one individual, who 
professed to have spent his earlier years in boating upon these 
streams, appeared to be confident that the ruins were the remains of 
flood-gates which had formerly been erected to command the mouth 
of the smaller stream * Another individual, who had been in the 
habit of frequenting the place from Jiis childhood, gave an assurance 
ihat he had clear reeollections of there being a wharf at this point ; 
that when he first knew it, the structure was so distinct as to make its 
character entirely obvious; but that it had gradually gone to decay, 
one portion after another becoming loose and displaced. He stated 
also, in confirmation, that a road leading from the interior, had for- 
merly terminated near this point, and that the place was then called a 
'^landing." This explanation affords nothing which can account for 
the existence of a wall within the limits of the structure, unless it be 
supposed that there may have been a storage house upon the wharf^ 
and that the wall was a part of the foundation ; but nothing of this 
kind is remembered by any one. 

Your Committee have not at present the means of determining as 
to the degree of credit to be attached to the several statements above 
mentioned; but, at any rate, they would not feel warranted in ex- 
{M'essing a belief that the ruins in question are a part, and mark the 
site of Fort Nassau. No insignia sufficiently clear to justify such an 
opinion have yet been observed. Time and future researches may 
possibly bring such to light 

In regard to this locality generally, it need only be said, that it 
possesses many and important advantages ; but yet these advantages 
can hardly be considered as belonging exclusively to it. The place 
would command the intercourse by the streams above, but so also, it 
may be supposed, would points at the common outlet 

Time was not allowed for a full exploration of the remaining 
place— that upon the upper side of Timber Creek — though it waa^ 
hastily examined by some of the party. But this place had frequent- 
ly been visited on other occasions, it being the one which, from ita 
general appearance, has excited the attention of inquirers. There is 
here found an elevated bank, having a fine bold front upon the Dela- 
ware, and commanding a more extensive view, both of the water and 

* It should be stated, that this opinion was not pren upon the spot, but in differaii 
pirevious conferences with the person. The possibility that this statement was not 
dearly understood^ as to the precise locality of the structure he referred to, is to be- 
adimitted and considered. 
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of the land, than can ^be had from any other point in the vicinity. 
Yet nothing has ever been discovered at this place that could give any 
assurance upon the subject now under notice ; the features of the spot 
alone would appear to have been the ground upon which the conclu- 
sions in its favor have been made. 

It must therefore be acknowledged, that the present investigation 
furnishes nothing that can serve as a basis for positive conclusions ; 
and that the point so long in question remains yet undetermined. Yet 
eventual success need not be despaired of. Inquiries will continue to 
be pushed in different directions, and it may be that in some quarter, 
and perhaps in some one that may seem least promising, the true clue 
will yet be discovered. 

The Committee, in conclusion, would acknowledge the courtesy 
and kindness which have characterized the manner of the representa- 
tives from the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and the gratification 
which the meeting with them has afforded. 
Which is respectfully submitted. 

Isaac S. Mulford, ^ 

Samuel H. Conoab, > Committee. 

Isaac Mickle, ) 

Edwasd Abksthono, Esq., of the Pennsylvania Society, was 
then introduced by the Corresponding Secretary, and read an elabo- 
rate and valuable paper upon the history of Fort Nassau, which he 
had been requested by the Pennsylvania Society to present, in conse- 
quence of the joint interest the two States have in everything con- 
nected with tbe early settlement of llie Delaware — having some 
months since submitted it to that Society.* 

The Chairman, in behalf of the Society, thanked Mr. Armstrong 
for the gratification he had afforded them. 

Mr. Whitehead remarked that he had not only been much inter- 
ested in the history of the Fort as detailed in the paper, but also 
pleased to find that Mr. Armstrong's researches had led to the discov- 
ery of a map which presents the localities named by Beauchamp 
Plantagenet in his account of New Albion. It was not long since 
that a paper was read before the Society with the view of settling one 
of these points, but the whole history of Sir Edmund Ployden's settle- 
ment was so much mingled with what was fabulous that the map re- 
ferred to must possess peculiar interest. 

* Mr. ArinstroQg's paper will be found inaerted fiarther on. 
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Mr. Abmstroxo said he knew but one copy of the map» and he 
would endeavor to secure a fac simile for the Societj. 

Stacy G. Potts^ Esq., one of the Vice-Presidents^ having arrived, 
assumed the Chair. 

The Nominating Committee reported favorably in regard to several 
gentlemen whose names had been submitted to them, and they were 
all unanimously elected members. Other nominations were received. 

The Chair appointed the Hon. Wm. P. Robeson, Rev. Dr. Cama- 
han and John Rutherfurd, Esq., a Committee to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year, and appointed the following Standing Coukit- 

TEES. 

CommiUee on PuhliccUions — Messrs. W. A^ Duer, James G. King, 
Rev. Dr. Murray, R. S. Field, W. A. Whitehead, and Dr. Pennington. 

Committee on Purchases — Messrs. W. A. Whitehead, R. S. Field, 
Rev. Dr. Davidson, Dr. Isaac S. Mulford, and S. Alofsen. 

Committee on Statistics — Messrs. J. P. Bradley, Dr. Cougar, Rev. 
Samuel Starr, John Rodgers, and Dr. Lewis Condict 

CommiUee on Nominations — Messrs. D. A. Hayes, Dr. Murray, and 
Prof. Maclean. 

The Society then adjourned for dinner. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

At 3^ the Society again assembled. Dr. Museay in the Chair. 

Hon. Wh. p. Robeson, from the Committee to nominate officers, 
reported the following : 

For President — Joseph C. Hobxblower, LL. D. 

For Vice Presidents — Hon, James Parker, Stacy G. Potts, Esq., 
Hon. James G. King. 

For Corresponding Secretary — WiUiam A. Whitehead. 
fFor Recording Secretary — David A. Hayes. 

For Librarian — Samuel H. Cougar. 

For Treasurer — James Ross. 

For Executive Committee — Rev. Nicholas Murray, D. D., Hon. 
Wm. L. Dayton, Archer Gifford, Esq., Hon. Daniel Haines, Hon. 
Henry W. Green, Richard S. Field, Esq., Rt Rev. George W. Doane, 
D. D. LL. D., Hon. Elias B. D. Ogden, Rev. Ravaud K. Rodgers. 
who were all duly elected for the ensuing year. 

As considerable disappointment was expressed that the Committee 
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on the fire-proof building had not made any progress in effecting 
the object of their appmntaienty it was^ on motion of Mr. Wmxtb- 

HEAD, 

Resolved, That the Special Committee on the fire-proof building 
be requested to proceed immediately to laise the necessary funds, by 
subscription, and the Executive Committee be earnestly desired to use 
ii^r influence in furthering the undertaking. 

On motion of Mr. Pbtbs S. Dusyee, 

Resolved, That the Librarian be authorized to procure by purehase, 
or otherwise, if it can be done on such terms as he may deem reason- 
able, the coins that may be necessary to supply the deficiencies in 
the set presented by Mr. Adrian Schai^, arising from the recent theft 
committed in the library. 

The Corresponding Secretary presented in behalf of Mr. Denning 
Dubs, a copy of Scott's '' Model of the Government of the Province 
of East New Jersey in America," handsomely bound in calf, and 
stated that this was only the Jifth copy known to exist ; two copies 
being in European Libraries, and three in America — the others being 
in the libraries of the American Antiquarian Society at Worcester, 
and of Hon. John A. King at Jamaica. 

Tliis is the work republished in the appendix to the first volume of 
tiie Society's '' collections," the copy transcribed for the purpose hav- 
ing been that of the Antiquarian Society — and it is somewhat remark* 
able that a variation appears in the matter of one of its pages, as well 
as on the title page of that copy, from the corresponding portions in 
Mr. King's and in the one presented by Mr. Duer. The latter copies 
bore the imprint " Edinburgh: Printed by John Reid, Anno Dom., 
1685" ; the other, " Edinburgh : Printed by John Reid and Sold by 
Alexander Ogston, Stationer in the Parliament Closs, Anno Dom., 
1685." 

The variation in the text is on page 37, where in the two co{nes 
referred to is found this passage : 

'' I find removal likewise allowable in case of persecution, so did 
the. Apostles, Acts xiii. 46, and for the liberty of the ordinances, 2d ' 
CAron.*xi. 13. When Jeroboam made a defection from Judah, and 
Mt up golden ccdvei to worship, all who were well afifected, both Priests 
and people, sold their possessions, and came to Jerusalem for the or- 
dinances' sake : this was of seasonable use to the Protestants cf Eng- 
land in the days of Queen Marie, who removed to France and Ger^ 
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many, in the beginning of her Reign, upon a Proclamation of altera^ 
tion of Religion before any persecution began/' 

This passage in the other copy is modified as follows : 
" When people find themselves straitened in point of their opinion, 
no reasonable man 'will question their call to go where by Law they 
are allowed their Freedom in this point which they themselves would 
desire ; this is one great encouragement to any so circumstanced, to 
remove to any of the new Plantations ; the interest of which obligeth 
to lay this as a fundamental, that no man shall be in any way imposed 
upon in matters of principle; but have their wm freedom withaiU the 
least hazard.^* 

Mr. Whitbhbad accounted for this change by presuming that the 
passage altered was thought, as originally written, to reflect too 
harshly upon the government, whose oppressive acts were leading to 
forced or voluntary expatriation — the voyage of Scott being under- 
taken with the consent and approval of the authorities. 

Mr. W. also presented in behalf of Mr. B. Thompson, of Somer- 
ville, a " MS. Copy of the Correspondence between Governor Denny 
and the Assembly of Philadelphia, during the year 1753, relative to 
the taxation of the Proprietary Estates,'^ and from Rev. Richabd 
Wbbbtbr, of Mauch Chunck, ** MSS. Notices of the College of New 
Jersey from the Bellamy Manuscripts." 

Mr. John Rodoers presented a perfect copy of the '' Proceedings 
of General Lee's Court Martial,'' in 1778. 

Rev. R. K. RoDOBSs, in behalf of J. H. Fbazbe, Esq., of Somer- 
ville, presented a copy of the *' Additional Charter of the College, 
Academy and Charity School of Philadelphia. Printed by B. Frank- 
lb de D. Hall, 1755." From Mr. A. C. Mollbson, of Bound Brook, 
an old Dutch Almanac ©F 1754; and from - " The Case of the 

Scotch Presbyterians of the City of New York," 1773. 

Hon. Wh. p. Robeson, on presenting to the Society an briginal 
letter of General Anthopy Wayne, bearing date June 6, 1781, ad 
dressed to Judge John Bryan, nutde some statements 'of interest rela- 
tive to the latter, who died in 1803, while engaged with Rev. Mr. 
Clark, of New Brunswick, in collecting funds for Princeton Col 
lege. 
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Rev. Dr. Murray presented for the examination of the Society, 
the Manuscript Journal of Mr. Clark, while attached to the Armj, in 
1777 and 1778, previous to his entering the ministry, and read sev- 
eral interesting extracts referring to the operations in New Jersey. 

Rev. Dr. Carnahan stated that to account for the civil and mili- 
tary services rendered by Mr. Clark before entering the ministry, it 
might be stated that he did not graduate at College until thirty years 
of age. He was remarkably accurate and methodical, which the ac- 
counts appended to his journal went to show, and it was owing to 
these well known characteristics that he was selected to collect funds 
for the College in connection with Judge Bryan, and also for the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He died Pastor of a Church at 
New Brunswick. As the book was only loaned to the Society, on 
motion of Mr. Whitehead, it was 

Resolved, That the journal of Mr. Clark be referred to the Coni- 
mittee on Publications, with the view to the insertion in the Society's 
periodical of such portions as may be illustrative of our history. 

On motion of Mr. Conoar, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to Dr. William Turk, of the U. S. Navy, for his valuable 
donation of historical and other worls to the library. 

A Biographical Memoir of William Burnet, Governor of New 
York and New Jersey, from 1720 to 1728, and subsequently of Mas- 
sachusetts, was then read by Mr. William A. Whitehead. 



The Rev. William Dod read a paper on " the Battle of Prince- 
ton,'' giving a full, accurate and interesting account of that important 
event. 

The Rev. R. K. Rodoers, after some appropriate remarks, offered 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the Rev. 
Mr. Dod, for the gratification afforded the Society by his highly in- 
teresting paper, and that he be requested to place a copy at the dis- 
posal of the Society. 

Mr. John P. Jackson, referring to some remarks of Rev. Mr. Dod, 
relative to the want of a well written Life of Gen. Mercer, and to the 
interest which attached to him from his connection with the battle of 
Princeton, offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



166 

Beaclved, That the Executive Committee be reqaested to co-ope- 
rate with the Rev. Wm. Dod, in the adoption of all practicable means 
to obtain materials for a fvll and correct life of General Mercer^ and 
such additional information respecting the battle of Trenton as may 
be yet extant 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Newark on the third 
Thursday of May next. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, January 20th, 1853. 

FsoM Charles Rafv, Esa«, Secretary of Royal Soci^y of North- 
ern Aittiquaries, 

Royal Society op Northern Antiquaries, 
Copenhagen, July 29th, 1852. 

Sir — On behalf of the R. S. N. A., I have despatched a parcel to 
the Historical Society of New Jersey. This parcel I iSeg to recom- 
mend to your kind care, as also our contemplated publication of Brit- 
ish and Irish Antiquities, from records contained in old Northern 
MSS. For the proper furtherance of this undertaking, it is of great 
importance that some interest should be awakened for the same in 
the United States of America, for which purpose it is necessary that 
our programme should enjoy a more extensive circulation. 

I have received a letter from London, of Nov. 21st, stating that 
the Secretaries of the Royal Geographical Society and of the Society 
of Antiquaries will gladly do whatever lies in their power for the pro- 
motion of this object, more especially for the more extended circula- 
tion of our programme. We indulge the hope that the Secretaries or 
Librarians of the Universities and Historical Societies in America 
will evince the same kindness wi& respect to this matter. 

One of the American Historical Societies has forwarded to the 
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R. S. N. A. a '* Historj of the United States of America, designed for 
the use of Schools." Therein is found a small section on the discov- 
eries of the Northmen, which however contains sundry inaccuracies 
and material errors, owing to the author's having been unacquainted 
with the work entitled Antiqaitates AmericanoB. This has occasioned 
the drawing up of a brief sketch, directly based upon the ancient 
records in the old Northern or old Danish language, which have been- 
preserved in Icelandic MSS. at Copenhagen, and published in the 
work above mentioned. This sketch is now transmitted to you along 
with the programme, and may, at pleasure, be regarded as a manu- 
script for insertion in your journal, or in any other publication where 
it may find a suitable place, and serve to diffuse the knowledge of 
this historical fact. Alexander Humboldt and other inquirers, who 
have had an opportunity of consulting the above mentioned work, 
have fully acknowledged this, as weU as also the position given in 
the work to the countries discovered, the accurate knowledge whereof 
seems to deserve to be more widely diffused. 

Recommending the matter to your kind notice, I subscribe myself 
Your obedient servant, 

Chablbs C. Rafn, Sec'y R. S. N. A. 

To the Sec'y of the Hist Spc. of N. J. 

THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA BY THE NORTHMEN. 

The following short sketch has been written at the request of sev- 
eral persons abroad. It may be of use for insertion in, or in preparing 
articles for Edacational Works, Encyclopedias, the Journals of His- 
torical Societies, and other similar works, through which it may be 
wished to give still further publicity to historical facts so important. 
They have indeed already been referred to in some books of this kind, 
but oflen with considerable errors. 

The present paper is communicated by Chablbs C. Rafn, and is 
founded on his work, " Antiqaitates Americans sive Soriptores Sep- 
tentrionales rerum Ante-Columbianarum in America," published by 
him in 1837, through the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries of 
Copenhagen. 

Thb Daiob Gabdab, of Swedish origin, was the first Northman 
who discovered Iceland, in 863. Only a few out-places of this coun- 
try had been visited previously, about seventy years before, by Irish 
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hennits. Eleven yean sobsequeiitlyy or in 874, the Norwegian In- 
ooLF began the colonization of the coontrj, which was completed 
during a space of sixty years. The colonists, many of whom be- 
longed to Ihe most illostrioos and most civilized families in the North, 
established in Iceland a flourishing Republic. Here, on this distant 
isle-rock, the Old-Northern language was preserved unchanged for 
centuries, and here in the Eddas were treasured those Folk-songs and 
Folk-myths, and in the Sagas those historical Tales and Legends, 
which die first settlers had brought with them from their Scandinavian 
mother-lands. Iceland was therefore the cradle of an historical lite- 
rature of immense value. 

The situation of the island, and (he relationship of the colony to 
foreign countries in its eariier period^ compelled its inhabitants to ex- 
ercise and develope their hereditary maritime skill and thirst for new 
discoveries across the great Ocean. As early as the year 877 Gunit- 
BioRN saw for the first time the mountainous coast of Greenland. 
But this land was first visited by Ebik the Red, in 983, who three 
years afterwards, in 986, by means of Icelandic emigrants, established 
the first colony on its south-western shore, where afterwards, in 1 124 
a Bishop's See was founded, which subsisted for upwards of three 
hundred years. The head firths or bays were named after the chiefs 
of the expidition. Erik the Red settled in Eriks-firth, Einar, Rafn 
and Ketil in the firths called after them, and Heriulf on Heriulfsnes. 
On a voyage from Iceland to Greenland this same year (986,) Biasne, 
the son of the latter, was driven far out to sea towards the south- 
west, and for the first time beheld the coasts of the American land, 
aftierwards visited and named by his countrymen. In order to exam- 
ine these countries more narrowly, Leif the Fortunate, son of 
Erik the Red, undertook a voyage of discovery thither in the year 
1000. He landed on the shores described by Biame, detailed the 
characters of these lands more exactly, and gave them names accord- 
ing to their appearance: Helluland {Newfoundland) was so called 
from its flat stones, M arkland (New Scotland) from its woods, and 
Yineland (New England) from its vines. Here he remained for some 
tune, and constructed large houses, called aftier him Leifsbudir (Leif's 
Booths,) A German named Tyrker, who accompanied Leif on tiiis 
voyage, was the man who found the wild vines, which he recognized 
from having seen them in his own land, and Leif gave the country its 
name from this circumstance. Two years afterwards, Leif's brother, 
Thorwald, repaired thither, and in 1003 caused an expedition to be 
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undertaken to the souths along the shore, but he was killed in the 
summer of 1004, on a voyage northwards, in a skirmish with the 
natives. 

The most distinguished however of all the first American discover- 
ers is Thosfin Kaklsbfb, an Icelander, whose genealogy is carried 
back in the Old-Northern annals to Danish, Swedish, Norwegian^ 
Scottish and Irish ancestors, some of them of royal blood. In 1006 
this chief, on a merchant voyage, visited Greenland, and there mar- 
ried GuDRiD, the widow of Thorstein, (son of Erik the Red,) who 
had died the year before in an unsnccessful expedition to Vineland. 
Accompanied by his wife, who encouraged him to this voyage, by a 
crew of one hundred and sixty men on board three vessels, he re- 
paired in the spring of 1007 to Vineland, where he remained for three 
years, and had many communications with the aborigines. Here his 
wife, Gudrid, bore him a son, Snorre, who became the founder of 
an illustrious family in Iceland, which gave that island several of its 
first Bishops. His daughter's son was the celebrated Bishop Thorlak 
Runolfson, who pubHsked the first Christian Code of Iceland. In 
1121, Bishop Erik sailed to Vineland from Greenland, doubtless for 
the purpose of strengthening his countrymen in their Christian faith. 

THie notices given by the old Icelandic voyage-chroniclers respect- 
ing the climate, the soil and the productions of this new country are 
. very characteristic. Nay, we have even a statement of this kind as 
old as the eleventh century, from a writer not a Northman, Adam of 
Bremen ; he states, on the authority of Svein Estridson the king of 
Denmark, a nephew of Canute the Great, that the country got its 
name from the vine growing wild there. It is a remarkable coii\ci- 
dence in this respect that its English re-discoverers, for the same rea- 
son, name the large island which is close off* the coast Martha's Vine- 
yard, Spontaneously growing wheat (maize or Indian corn) was 
also found in this country. • 

In the mean time it is the total result of^ the nautical, geographical 
and astronomical evidences in the original documents, which places 
the situation of the countries discovered beyond all doubt. The num- 
ber of days' sail between the several newly-found lands, the striking 
description of the coasts, especially the white sand-banks of New 
Scotland and the long beaches and downs of a peculiar appearance 
on Cape Cod (the Kialames and Furdustrandir of the Northmen) are 
not to be mistaken. In addition hereto we have the astronomical re- 

2 
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mark that the shortest day was nine hoars long, which Qxes the lati- 
tude of 41 deg. 24 min. 10 sec., or jast that of the promontories 
which limit the entrances to Mount Hope Bay, where Leif 's booths 
were built, and in the district around which the old Northmen had 
their head establishment, which they called Hop. 



Fhoh Rev. Richard Wbbsteb. 

Mauch Chunk, Pa., December 2, 1852. 

Dear Sir — ^The publications of the New Jersey Historical So- 
ciety have for years interested me greatly. Every day furnishes new 
reasons for regretting the prevailing indifference to the most valuable 
relics of the past The original diary of. David Brainerd was shown 
some years ago to a gentleman who accepted one of the little vol- 
umes. This he has distributed leaf by leaf to autograph hunters, and 
has forgotten the name of the person from whom he received it. 

Among the materials for the paper mills sent from New York to 
Hartford some years ago, was a large amount of the office papers, 
memoranda and other documents of Vice-President Burr. Emptied 
on the wharf, a person picked up several relating to the great steam- 
boat controversy — the rest are gone. 

Deeply valuing thn honor conferred on me, I shall rejoice in any 
opportunity to add to the valuable collections of the Society. 

The accompanying notices of New Jersey College, found in the 
manuscript correspondence of the Rev. Dr. Joseph Ballamy, of Beth- 
lehem, Connecticut, may be of interest. 

With great respect, 

RICHARD WEBSTER. 
W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist Soc. 
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NOTICES OF THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY, 
IN THE BELLAMY MANUSCRIPTS., 

Thb Rbv. James Davenport to the Rev. Joseph Bellamy. 

West Jersey, Kinowood, May 29, 1758. 

2cl P. S. Tis expected that Mr. Gilbert Tennent iwiD be sent to 
England in bdialf of the College. The good Lord in mercy go with 
him, and cause His pleasure to prosper abundantly in his servanf s 
hand. 



The ^Rev. Samuel Davies to the« same. 

My very Dear Friend and Brother — My heart springs to im- 
prove every opportunity of writing to you, and though but few of 
your correspondents, I hope, make you such poor returns, yet none of 
them, I daie say, are more zealous to cultivate correspondence with 
you. When I am at home I have few opportunities, and when abroad 
I have no time ; but I can love you when I cannot tell you so. 

I would most willingly communicate my sentiments to you upon 
the question in your last, (alas, that it was your last, for I received it 
above a year ago,) but my thoughts for some months have been gen- 
erally confined to another object I am entering upon the most sor* 
prising and unexpected step of my life, i. e. undertaking a voyage to 
Europe on behalf of the College of New Jersey. What will be the 
consequence, I know not ; but I have at times very gloomy and at 
times very pleasant prospects about it I request your prayers, dear 
Sir, for I never needed them more. And I beg Mrs. Bellamy's, as 
well as yours, for my tenderer and better half, whom I left in a deluge 
of tears. • • • . ' 

My dear Brother, 

Yours in immortal friendship, 

Samuel Daviis. 

New York, September 29, 1753. 
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Thb Rev. Db. John Erskinb, of Scotland, to the same. 

I herewith send yoa * * * Scotfft Mtgsnne for April, ia 
which are truly judicioos remarks on Lord Kaims by Mr. Wither- 
8po0o, of Biedi, a valuable young nuomter, to whom I lent yoor book, 
and who was much pleased with it * * 

Cuutofls, 2 March, 1754. 



The Rev. Db. Gsobob Benson, of London, to thb Rev. Db. Jona, 
THAN Mayhew, of Boston, Afbil 17, 1754. 

(Copied from Bradfordls Life of Mayhew.] 

I have taken pakis to enlarge their (Tennent and levies) notions of 
charity, which appear to me greatly confined. They are diligent and 
«kztroiia men, and have had great success. 



Obadiah Wells, of New York, to Mb. Bellamy. 

New York, March 19, (at night,) 1757. 
Rbvebbmd and veby Dear Sir — As it is but seldom that I have 
an opportonity to write to you, I this ni^t sit down to inform you of 
Mine remarkables I have been informed of, which I must say rejoice 
my very heart No doubt you may have heard something of the stir- 
rings amongst the dry bones at Nassau HaU, amongst the scholars 
nnder Mr. President Burr. Yesterday I had this particular accfonat 
from a wbr&y minister of Jesus Christ, as I have no doubt, who t^s 
me he had it from Mr. Burr's own mouth, that fourteen scholars in 
die Senior Class are truly esteemed sincere converts, and that every 
other scholar in the whole College is seriously engaged in seeking an 
interest in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that there is not one person belong- 
ing to it but what is either under awakenings or charitably believed 
to be converted. May the Lord's gre^t name have all the glory, and 
may His own blessed work spread far and wide. I have a brother in 
the number of the fourteen, and a son in the same class now under 
serious concern. * * My brother is eighteen years old, and my 
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son will be a few moatiis above fifleen if be lives till commcncmnent 
day. 

N. B. The son, Henry Wells, studied medicine with Dr. Hall, of 
Hiitelifidld County, Connecticut. 



NaTHAITIIL HAZtAfBD, OF NjBW YoRK, TO THE SAMB* 

NS.W YoBK, January 7, 1768. 
* * * I hesf you ife called to a Council to meet at Stock- 
bridge, about ike expedieney of disraksiag Mr. Edwards, to under- 
take the Presidency of Jersey College. Please inform me how the 
affair of his remove to it stands, when he may be expected, and wbai 
are the impediments in the way of bis immediate removal. • • • 



The same to the same. 

Mabch 20^ 175a 
* * * I suppose yoQ fattve beardtiialt Mr. Edwoi^ is inottuktod 
and bae ihe small-pox. He was past the worst stage of it last week^ 
and had it fkvoral^e, as I am informed^— and Mrs. B«rr akm. • • • 



The Rev. Db. Erskine, of Culboss, to the same. 

The death of President Burr is a heavy stroke to New Jersey Col- 
lege. I wish his place may be comfortably supplied. I know few 
who would be fitter for teaching divinity than his worthy father-in-law , 
and often wish Providence would place him in a sphere for which he 
seems so peculiarly calculated. 

CuLKoss, 24 Jan'y, 1768. 
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Ths Rkv. David Bostwick, op Niw YorkJ to the same. 

New York, Jan'j 1. 1759. 

* * As to the CoUedge, I must also be a messenger of bad 
tjdings. Mr. Davies has sent his absolate refusal, grounded on some 
information he received of a party against liim, both among ye trus- 
tees and among ministers, Voh occasioned some uneasiness when 
ye trustees met In truth ye trustees are divided between Messrs. 
Davieff and Finley ; and party spirit, I'm afraid, runs pretty high. I 
fear ye consequence ; the majority have carryed it yt Mr. Davies 
diall be try'd again, as thiy suppose his denial was founded on mis- 
representations. Mr. Green is President pro temp&re till next May. 
If Mr. Davies can't be obtained, I hope all will acquiesce in Mr. Fin- 
ley. ♦ • ♦ 



The Rev. Gideon Hawlet, of Mashfee, Mass., to the same. 

Mashpee, 23 Dec'r, 1760. 

^ P. S. In regard to Calvinistic liberty, permit me to say that I fear 
our young gentlemen candidates do not sufficiently study ye doc- 
trine ; yr is no speculative point in our scheme more important than 
yt Why would it not be best for you. Sir, to recommend it to Presid't 
Davies to have Mr. Edwards on ye subject recited by the senior 
Sophisters ? Some who have left ye College don't under (stand) it as 
we should expect they would have done, had Presid't Edwards 
lived. 



The Rev. David Bostwick to the same. 

New York, March 17, 1761. 

* * * Mr. Davies' death has struck us into astonishment, and 
spread a gloom all over ye country. I believe there never was a Col- 
lege happier in a President, or in a more flourishing state ; he far ex- 
ceeded the expectations of his best friends. As you was not person- 
ally acquainted, you can hardly conceive what prodigious, uncommon 
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gifts ye God of Heaven had bestowed on jt man, to render him useful 
to the world — ^but he is gone. O, what might he have been ! what 
might he have done^ had he lived ? But methinks I hear the admoni- 
tion — be still and hfow yi 1 am God* 

His sermon on the death of his late Majesty,! purpose to send you 
with this — the first impression, tho' 1,000, are gone— a second is in 
ye press ; it was ye last work of a publick nature yt he ever did. 
The people of Philad. have collected £95 pr ann. for 5 years, to sup- 
port his 3 sons at College ; and Philad'a and New York have raised 
between £400 and £500 for his widow and two daughters — for her 
left very little estate. * 

Our eyes are on Mr. Finley, a very accurate scholar and a very 
great and good man. Blessed be the Lord, that such an one is to be 
found. The internal state of the College is so good, and ye manage- 
ment of ye tutors so generally approved, y t there will be no pro tern" 
pore President, and ye time appointed for choice is ye 28th of May 
next. 



Nathaniel Hazard to Dr. Bellamy. 

N. York, June 5, 1761. 

* * Mr. Samuel Finley is chose President of Jersey College, 
which is very agreeable to me and many others. * * 



The Rev. Jaitbs Caldwell, to the same. 

Eliz. Town, March 16, 1767. 

* * You will be informed I expect by Mr. McWhorter, and 
more particularly by the bearer, Mr. Edwards, what steps we are 
taking to obtain Mr. Hopkins* as a Professor at College. You are 
no doubt sensible how much more likely he would be to serve his 
generation there than in any particular Church. Mr. Edwardsf is to 



* The Rev. Dr. Hopkins. 

t The Ber. Dr. Jona. Edwards, afterwards President of Union CoUege. 
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try him. I ho{M^ joa will ga with Mr. Edwards, to assist. Thd chief 
difficulty we expect is to gain Mr. Rodgers, who is for Mr. John Blair» 
Bat bfesides yt we won't consent to that, diey can't sopiport him. We 
would not propose Mr. Hopkins's less than 200 proc. As soon as 
Mr. £klwards retoms, if we have any enconti^ement from Mr. Hop- 
kins, we shall push the matter with spirit We want the fountain 
clear, that the streams may be so too. 



The Rev, Dr. Wi^. Gordon, of London, (an Independent MinUter, 
formerly settled a$ Ipsunch, Eng.,) to the same. 

StefneIt Cavsey, Oct 14, 1767. 
"" * I lamented the loss sustained by New Jers^ College in the 
death of Dr. Finley ; heard that Dr. Widierspoon has declined, thro' 
his lady's unwillingness to comply, the invitation given him by the 
trustees, but from some circumstances hope he has been persuaded to 
think differently, and that he m still go, unless some letters sent in 
great haste should not arrive at the New Jerseys time enough. 



The Rev. Jedediah Chapman to the same. 

New- Ark Mountains, Aug't ye 25, 1770. 

* * * It is a time of carelessness among us about the great 
things of religion ; but blessed be God, there is I trust a genuine 
awakening at our College. Three weeks ago I had a pressing invita- 
tion from the students to make them a visit, which I complied with 
the week before last I spent near a week there with great pleasure 
attd salis^ction. My time was wholly taken up in College, chiefly in 
prftate conversation. I preached three sermons — met several times 
in praying societies. There is a number I trust that have attaStied'&e 
saving knowledge of the truth, and the truth prevails greatly, but not 
iHthOut opposition. There are a number of ingenious fellows that 
are determined to study divinity under your inspection next winter^ 
Great is the power of truth, and it does and will prevail. * * 
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This e(amb to the samb. 

Nbwasx MotmxAiNS, August je 14, 1772. 

I have just an opportunity to write a line bj Mr. Perrlam, who was 
formerly a tutor at Priaee Town Coliedge ; he is a very ingenious 
yoting gentleman-^I trust a truly humble and pious Christian ; one 
\di6m I greatly lore and estieem ; a steady^ zealous Mend to trcr&. 
He eomes with the design to spend some time in the study of divinity 
with you, and I trust upon acquaintance with him you will be pleased 
and think it of great importance to encourage and forward him. 

[Mr. Periam was licensed by New York Presbytery ih 1774, and 
they withdrew the license in 1775. Dr. Bellamy wrote to his son 
Jonathan, Feb. 6, 1773 : " Mr. Periam has become a very serious man 
since you saw him."] 



' Thb samb to thb samb. 

Newark Mountains, April 28, 1772. 

There has been a considerable revival of religion at Elizabethtown. 
Our College also has been visited again in a remarkable manner by 
the spirit of God — which I understand has been general — in which, I 
am informed, God has been pleased to improve Mr. Bradford as an 
instrument of great good to the boys. I have had a very pressing in* 
vitadon to visit them, which I hope to have it in my power soon to 
comply widL Mr. Edwards' sentiments make surprising progress 
tiiere. There are subscriptions set on foot for having your '* True 
Religion Delineated" reprinted, which will fill up surprisingly fast 



Mb. Ebenezer Bbadford {afterwards Minister of Sottth Hanover, 
N. J. ; Danbury, Conn. : and Rowley, Mass,,) to the same. 

Princeton, April 18tb, 1772. 
About the middle of last February, God was pleas^ to visit a num- 
ber of the students belonging to this Institution with religious impres- 
sions, some of whom have since met witii a real change, as we ehari- 
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tably hope. This roased the* attention of the greatest part of the 
Btadents. The Dr. being what we call a doll preacher, apjdication 
was made to Mr. Spencer of Trenton, who preached a number of 
times with a great deal of warmth and zeal, but not with so much 
judgment, accuracy and clearness as could have been wished. Both 
the Dr. and he are great enemies to 'what they caXL Eastward, or New 
Divinity, which was so much exploded by all in college, that when I 
came here, which was last fall, I was advised by a particular friend, 
not to let my sentiments be known by any means, alleging that it 
would be of great disservice to me. I found tw^o or three however, 
who dared think for themselves, and we agreed to promote what we 
judged to be truth in as private and hidden a manner as possible. 
However, as the awakening increased, there was great inquiry for 
• suitable books for persons under religious impressions io read* We 
had among us a number of Mr. H.'s* pieces against Mills and his 
two sermons, and Smalley with two pieces of yours, viz.: your Grlory 
of the Gospel, and your True Religion delineated ; some of which I 
persuaded some particular persons who were under deep impressions, 
to read, making them promise that they would not let any person see 
them, and if they should, not tell from whence they got them. In 
this manner, the chief of your books were read over several times by 
a great number of the scholars ; at last we had societies every eve- 
ning, in which we read something. We ventured to read some of 
your books with the title pages cut out, which were much admired 
by those who had professed themselves enemies to the New Divinity. 
After that we set some of those who had met with a change and had 
got great light by your two pieces, to read your " True Religion De- 
lineated" in public, which gave great satisfaction among the most se- 
rious and sensible students. Last evening we set a subscription for 
reprinting it afoot, and to-day we have upwards of two hundred books 
subscribed for, though it is vacancy. 

I am desired to inform you that Mr. Devon is a Tutor of New Jer- 
sey College. I would add that he is a gentleman who has lately 
dipped into these things, as he expresses it. He has got his insight 
by reading the above ihentioned authors, and promises fair to be of 
eminent service to the Church of Christ 

The Dr. has lately been conversed with upon these things unce 

* PzobftUj the Ber. LotI Hart» of Proston, Conn. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



177 

they hsivt made soeh progress in the C<^ege, and declares that he is 
neither for nor against them ; however, he both preaches and con- 
verses in contradistinction to thete. The work is going on in a most 
glorious manner; there are many sods under deep impression and 
many who were professors have thrown op their hope by reading the 
above said authors. • • • » • 



Lbttbr fsom Gbnbbal Wayne to John Bbyan, Esct. ^ 
Received from Hon. Wm, P. Robeson. 

In parsnance of the powers &; Authority to me given by an Act of 
Congress passed the 18th ultimo, I do hereby authorize &; Impower 
you to enter the House, Mill, Store or Enclosure of all and every 
person &; persons within your District, and to Impress Flower, pork 
or Salt meat together with horses and Carriages to transport it to 
this Camp ; taking an Acct of the Quality and Quantity of all such 
Articles so taken, together with the name or names of the person or 
persons unto whom it did belong, that the State may be credited for 
such a proportion of specific tax Demanded by Congress. 

In which this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Camp, Elk Creek Church, 6th June, 1781. 

Per Anthony Wayne, B. G. 

John Bryan, Esq. 

[Judge John Bryan, to whom the original order of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wayne (sometimes called Mad' Anthony,) was addressed, was 
the grandfather of the Hon. W. B. Maxwell, and of Anna M., wife of 
Judge Robeson, of Belvidere, New Jersey, he died without leaving a 
son to perpetuate his name. 

Judge Bryan was descended from one of the oldest families of 
Virginia. He was born 14th of Nov., 1746, in Farquhar Co ; he had 
two brothers, William and James — ^the former moved to Lincoln Co., 
Kentucky, where he resided in 1803 — after the war of the Revolu- 
tion, Judge Bryan moved to Peapack, Somerset Co., New Jersey, 
where he resided until his death, although a large landholder both in 
Virginia and Kentucky. Soon after his removal to New Jersey he 
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secQi^d the confldenee and respeet of his ne^hbmiSi nod was^ fre* 
quently chosen to fill offices of hoilor and respect, among otfabhi 
tint of the Jadge of the Pleas, which he hrid for a ntiinber of j'ears* 

Afler the burning of Princetbn CoUege, at the sdtdtaUon of Ae 
Trustees of the College, Judge Brjan, and the Rev. I^. Clark, of New 
Brunswick, consented to visit the Southern States, to solicit donatte&s 
for the restoration of the College edifice, and it appears from the an- 
nexed letters from Gov. Bloonafield, of N. J., and from George Divers, 
Esq., of Virginia, that Judge Bryan, while engaged in this work, was 
taken sick at the house of the latter, at Farmington^ Albemarle Co., 
Virginia, on Wednesday, the 13th of Dec, 1803, and died on the third 
dsy following. On hearing of his colleague^s deadi. Dr. Clark, who 
was soliciting donations in a northern part of Virginia, hastened to 
the hdUse of George Divers, Esq., and in conformity with an arrange- 
ment entered into before parting, found several thousand dollars^ the 
property of the College, under the lining of an old silk vest, wh^ 
had been considered of so little value, as to have been lef^ in the 
d^sBt when his other clothes wete nnnov^d.*— W. P. R. 



LSTTEB FBOM GeOEOB DiVEHS TO JoSEPH BlOOMFIBD. 
FaBMIITOTON, ALBEttABLE CoUN^TY VlfifGfTaA, j 

December, Slst, ISOa 
Sib— Judge Bryan one of die Geiitlemen deput&d by iUhe Trustees 
of Prince Town College to receive benefactions for the restoration of 
the College edifice &c., arrived here on his way from Richmond to 
Staunton &; Winchester; on Wednesday the 12th inst He was 
s^ied that evening with a violent Bilious Collie. He haid all ike med- 
icfd aid that could be got in the neighborhood, but the disorder vras 
so obstinate that it would not yield in the smallest degreie to medi- 
cine. He expired on Sunday morning foSowirrg the IMt inst 

Judge Bryan had with him about Sixty Dollars in money and 
Bank notes, some papers of consequence to his representatives, all of 
which with his Horse Watch d^c. shall be delivered to any person who 
cotoes properly authorized to receive th^m, after paying the expense 
of his Physician dec. I am Sir 

Yr. mo. ob Servt 

Gt(m&te DiVSits. 

P. S. I address you on this melancholy subject because I cannot 
from Mr. Bryan's papers discover to whom of his family I could 
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write, althoagh he retained his senses almost to the last &; mast have 
known his final dissolution was approaching fast, jet he said nothing 
to me about his affairs, but with uncommon patience and resignation 
submitted to his fate under the moat excrutiating pain. 

G. Divers. 
. Addressed to '' Joseph Bcoomfield, Esa.> "^ 
President of the Board of Trustees, of 
Prince Town College, Trenton, New 
Jersey.'* 



Lettek from Joseph Bloomfield to Georoe C. Maxwell. 

T^EiiTOK, Thursday morning > 
Feb. 3d, 1803. J 

My dear Sir — It is with painful regret that I have to announce 
to you, the death of our very worthy friend Judge Bryan ! Your 
friendship for his amiable family, induces me to transmit the enclosed 
letter and the Aurora, in order that you may immediately communi- 
cate or cause to be communicated, in the most discreet 6b tender 
manner, to those, whose sensibilities will be most deeply wounded by 
this melancholy event 

After you shall have consulted with the family, you will intimate 
to me, what answer 1 shall return to Geo. Divers Esq., who is pos- 
sessed of my hand writing to the warrant for soliciting donations for 
the College of N. Jersey. 

I am « 
Most truly Your Friend 

Joseph Bloomfield* 

George C. Maxwell, Esqr. 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED JANUARY 20th, 1868. 

From Hon. James Parker. — Fifth Annual Report of the New Jersey 

State Lunatic Asylum. 
From Rev. W. B. Gillet.— The Seventh Day Baptist Memorial, a 

Magazine devoted to Biography, History, and Statistics. Vol. 1. 

Nos. 1 and 2, 3 and 4. 
From Augustus Coddington, Esq. — ^The original Order Book of Lieut 

Col. Geoi^e C. Barber, of the 3d Jersey Regiment, Deputy Adju- 
tant-General for the Western Army, under General Sullivan, from 

May 26th, to Sept. 6th, 1779. • 

, Original Order Book of Adjutant Jacob Piatt, of the 1st Jersey 

Regiment, from Nov. 20th, 1777, to Feb. 15th, 1778. 
From CorUandt Parker, Esq. — An Address, delivered before the 

Alumni Association of Rutgers College, July 27, 1852. By Rev. 

Abraham Polhemus. 
From Peter Force, Esq, — Grinnell Land. Remarks en the English 

Maps of Arctic Discoveries in 1850 and 1851. 
From William Turk, M. D., Surgeon in the U. S. Navy. — ^The Chris- 
tian Intelligencer, from May, 1848, to July. 1852. 

Army and Navy Chronicle. 1839, 40. 4 vols. , 

The New ^orid for 1842. Bound. 

The Naval Magazine for 1836 and 7. 2 vols. 

MitcheU's General View of the United States. 

Botta^s History of the War of the Independence of the U. S. A. 

2 vols. 

The Life of George Washington. By John Marshall. 2d Edition. 

2 vols. 

The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. By 

Edward Gibbon, Esq. In 8 vols. 

The Genuine Works of Flavins Josephus. 2 vols* 

The History of the Discovery and Settlement of Long Island. By 

Benjamin F. Thompson, Esq. ^ 

The Naval Gazetteer ; or, Seamen's Complete Guide. By John 

Malham. 2 vols. 

A Classical Dictionary. By J. Lemprierre, D. D. 
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Memoir of the Rev. John H. Livingston, D. D., S. T. P. Bj Rev. 
Alexander Gunn. 

The United States Naval Chronicle. By Chas. W. Goldsborough. 
Vol. L 

Memoir of Aaron Burr. By M. L. Davies. Vol. 1. 
Scotfs Life of Napoleon. Vol 2. 
The British Magazine. Complete in 2 vols. 1800. 
Travels in Portugal, France and Spain. By Henry F. Link. 
Roman Antiquities. By Alexander Adam, LL. D. 
St PetdrsbuTgh, Constantinople and Napoli Di Romania, in 1833-4. 
By M. Von Tietz. 

The Life of George the Third. By Edward Holt, Esq. Vol. 2. 
Descriptive and Statistical Gazetter of the U. S. A. By Daniel 
Haskell and J. C. Smith. 
Rollings Ancient Histc^y. 8 vols. 
Brewer's Residence at Constantinople. 
Grimshaw's History of South America. 
iyAubign6's History of the Reformation. 
Goldsmith's History of Greece. 
Whelple/s Compend of History. 
Peck's Illinois Gazetteer. 
Miller's Letters on the Christian Ministry. 
Counsels to Young Men. By John Morrison, D. D. 
Popery, an Enemy to Civil Liberty. By W. C. Brownlee, D. D. 
A New Picture of Rome and its Environs. By Marien Vasi. 
London. 1818. 

The Picture of New York, and Stranger's Guide to the Commer- 
cial Metropolis. 1828. 

The Political Writings of Joel Barlow ; containing Advice to the 
Privileged Orders, Letter to the National Convention, &c. 1794. 
A Catalogue of Columbia College, New York, from 1758 to 1836 
.inclusive ; with 21 Pamphlets, comprising valuable Discourses, Ad- 
dresses and Reports on various subjects. Also 
Smith's Map of the United States, including Canada and Texas in 
1843. And 

King's Map of Indiana, from the United States' Surveys. 1838. 
The Old and New Testament and Apocrypha. Folio, with Plates 
and Maps. Dordrecht 1741. 
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From the Smithsonian InstittUion. — the Smithsonian CoDtribiotioDS to 
Knowledge. Vols. 3 and 4. 

Schoolcraft's History, Condition and Prospects of the Indiaa 
Tribes of the United States. Part 2d. 

Prom the Author. — A Plea €or the Critical Study of the Scriptures, 
against Romanism and Rationalism. By Melancthon W. Jaco« 
bus, D. D. 

Letters from the English Kings and Queens. Charles 11, James 
II, William and Mary, Anne, Georgei dec, to the Governors of the 
Colony of Connecticut, with the Answers thereto, from 1635 to 
Compiled by Royal R. Hinman, Sec'y of State of Conn. 

From the Secretary of the State of New Jersey.— MximteB of Votes 
and Proceedings of the 76th General Assembly, the Journal of the 
8th Senate, and the Acts of the 76th Legislature of the State of 
New Jersey. 

From Royal R. Hinman, Esq. — Catalogue of Yale College, comfjete 
to 1847, with several valuable Pamphlets. 

Resolves and Private Laws of the State of Conneoticjat, from the 
year 1789 to the year 1836. 

A Historical Collection, from Official Records, Files, ^c, of the 
part sustained by Connecticut, during the War of the Revolution. 
By R. R. Hinman. 

The Blue Laws of New Haven Colony, usually called Blue Laws 
of Connecticut, with the Blue Law^ of New York, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and South Carolina, d^c. 

From W. A, Whitehead. — Lectures on Ancient America, |ind Nine- 
veh and its Ruins. By H. Davis. 

From the Author. — A Historical Sketch of the First Presbyterian 
Church in the City of New Brunswick. By Robert Davidson, D. D. 

From the Author. — A Letter to Lord Mahon, being an answer to his 
Letter to the Editor of Washington's Writings. By Jared Sparks. 

From the Bm. J. G. King. — 'Memoirs of a Huguenot Family. Com- 
piled from an original Autobiography and Family Manuscrips, com- 
priung an original Journal of Travels in Virginia, New York, dec, 
in 1715 and 1716, and other Historical Documents. By Ann 
Maury. 

From Samuel G. Drake. — The New England Historical and Genea- 
logical Register, for January, 1853. 

From the Hon. . — Report of the Select Committee of the 
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House of Representatives^ on the Memorial of Dr. Morton, and the 
pain-subduing properties of Sulphuric Ether. With a lithograph 
copy of the Original Petition and Signatures. 

Received since Septembeb Meeting — 70 volumes— bound-^71 
pamphlets, and 5 volumes newspapers. At the last annual meeting, 
the Library comprised 1415 bound volumes, and 1534 pamphlets. 
During the year there have been added 201 bound volumes, 164 of 
which were donations, and 315 pamphlets, exclusive of numerous con- 
gressional speeches, besides 39 volumes (bound) of newspapers, from 
the years 1785 to 1850. Total, 1625 bound volumes, 1849 pamph- 
lets. 

From the various publishers have been received The Daily Sentinel 
of Jersey City, the Paterson Intelligencer, The Rahway Advocate 
and Register, The Morristown Democratic Banner, The New Bruns- 
wick Fredonian, The Somerset Messenger, The Somerset Whig, The 
Hunterdon Democrat, The Princeton Whig, The Burlington Gazette, 
Eleven only of all the Newspapers of the State, whereas it is desira- 
hie that all should be received ahd preserved. 

The books purchased since the last meeting are, Beltram's Pilgrim- 
^e in Europe and America; Allen's History of Vermont; Fearon's 
Journey in America; Jones's original History of Ancient America; 
Allen's American Biographical and Historical Dictionary ; Benedict's 
History of the Baptists in America, &c. ; Johnson's Life and charac- 
ter of Maj. Gen. Greene ; A View of the Causes and Consequences 
of the American Revolution, by Jonathan Boucher, A. M., &c. ; Me- 
moir of David Brainard; and 21 volumes of the Journals of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the U. S., with the Journal 
of Executive Proceedings of the Senate from 1789 to 1805. 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

JANUARY 20th, 1858. 
RESIDED MEMBERS. 

Her. WillUm Dod, Princeton^ Warren Hardenburg^ New Bruntwiek, 

Alfred Mills, Morrigtoum, Rev. Jamea Romeyn. New Bru/nswick^ 

J. Hatfield Frazee, JSamerviUe, . Rev. John Ludlow, D. D. " " 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Rey. Alonzo Potter, D. D., Philadelphia, gom, J[ai9.e8 Savage, BoeUm. 
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HISTOKY AND LOCATION 

OF 

« 

FORT NASSAU UPON THE DELAWARE. 

A PAPER 

READ BEFORE THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

Jcmua/ry 20^, 1858, 

BY EDWARD ARMSTRONG, ESa, 

Jieoarding Secretary of the Metorioal Society of Permsykcma, 
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THE HISTORY AND LOCATION 

OF . 

FORT NASSAU ON THE DEUWARE. 



Thb history of Fort Nassau is interesting, not only from its precise 
location having long been a subject of discussion, but because its 
site was the first place of European settlement upon the Delaware. 
The years 1624* and 1626 have, by one or two, early writers, been 
assigned as the periods of its erection, but the proof is abundant that 
it was built in 1623,t by Captain Cornelis Jacobsen Mey and Adri- 
»n Jorisz Tienpont, who as Directors of the expedition, and supplied 
with provisions colonists, and all the appliances for the establishment 
of a colony, ascended our river in the ship " New Netherlands,'' and 
at the distance of fifteen leagues from its mouth commenced the erec- 
tion of Fort Nassau, '' as well for security against the Indians as for 
a trading pest with them.'' 

No description of its size or shape, or of the materials of which 
it was constructed has been transmitted. It is always called a small 
fort, sometimes a redoubt, and Mr. Hazard says it was built of logs.} 
There can be no question as the most available material, that the 
outworks were constructed of timber. Other forts were so built. The 
Swedish fort, Gottenburg, erected in 1643§ by Gov. Printz, on the Is- 
land of Tinnicum, was constructed, says Commissary Hudde, " by 
laying very heavy hemlock logs the one on the other," and " was 
pretty strong." The first Fort Amsterdam, built in 1626,|| was a 
" Block House," surrounded with red cedar palisades, and it is not 
unlikely Fort Nassau may have been originally built in the same 
manner. Fort " Oplandt," at the Hoerkill, was a brick house, sur- 
rounded with red cedar palisades,.! This, it will be recollected, was 
also a Dutch fort, and built by De Vries. 

Little is known of the history of Fort Nassau during the earlier 

* O'CallaghaD, I, p. 100, in note. t Hazard's Annals, p. 12, IS. 

X Hazard, 18. § Hazard, 70. I O'Callaghan, I, p. 104. 

H 8d Tol. Doc. Hist. N. Y., p. 60. 
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period of its existence. The first mention of it after 1623, is by 
WassenoBr, in 1625,* who sajs, in that jear the Dutch had deter- 
mined to abandon it, and remove its occupants to New Amsterdam, 
to strengthen the latter colony, and avoid expense. A resolution they 
earned out, although they did not relinquish their trade with the In- 
dians, but occasionally sent a yacht to the vicinity of the fort 

Some discrepancy exists as to dates, it being asserted in one ac- 
count, that at a particular period the fort was abandoned to the Indi- 
ans, and in another that it was still OG«opied by the Dutch. 
^ W^ shall not attempt to reconcile these apparent contradictions, 
although we think it would not be difficult to do so, but give what 
seems to us the more probable state of the case. It was certainly at 
one time held by the Indians, but we imagine not adversely, as some 
writers ,su{^se, but because, for the while, abandoned by the Dutch* 
The feelings of that people to the Dutch upon our river do not appear 
to have been generally hostile, until after the arrival of the Swedes^ 
when, as might have been expected, each nation tried to gain over its 
friends and allies among the native tribes. 

The fort was re-occupied in 1681, for in that year one Peter Lawr- 
m8n,'f whose deposition was taken at New York in 1684-5, states 
that by order of the Dutch West India Company, he (with teven 
more) was sent with a sloop with ** Hoysale" to the Delaware, where 
the Company had a trading house, with ten or twelve servants belong- 
ing to it, which deponent himself did see there settled ; that on his 
return from Delaware river said vessel stopped at Horekill, where de- 
ponent did also see a settlement of a brick house belonging to the 
West India Company.**! 

He further states some facts we do not recollect meeting elsewhere ; 
'< That on an island near the falls of that river, and near the west side 
thereof, probably near Trenton, or perhaps near the Water Gap ; the 
said company some three or four years afore (in 1627 or 1628) had a 
trading house, where were three or four families of Walloons ; the 
place of their settlement he saw, and that they had been settled there 
by some of the Walloons themselves when they were * returned^ from 
these. The date assigned by Lawrrnsn should be 1631, and not 
I I ' ' ■ ' 

* Historisohe Ydrfaael of Wassenoer, in dd toL Doo. Hist N. T., pp. 48, 46. 
t Probably Peter Louriaon, mentioned in 1655 bj Stujvesant, as having a thorough 
knowledge of the navigation of the Delaware. Hazard's Annals, p. 81. 
X 8 Doc. Hist, 50. 
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1630^ for De Vries who bailt Fort Oplandt, the histoiy of which is so 
fnelancholy^ sailed from the Texel on the 12th of Dec. 1630.* 

The next mention of the fort by any chronicler, is by De Vries, in 
his Journal, who, on the 5th of January, 1633, upon the occasion of 
his second voyage to the Delaware, found it occupied by the Indians. 
In the same year of the visit of De Vries, 1633, Arent Corssen was 
its Commissary, under Van Twiller. Van Twiller bad just arrived 
from Holland, and one of the first acts of his administration was to 
order the fort to be repaired, " as it was much decayed," and that a 
large house should be built within it. This last circumstance wap 
subsequently made a charge against him on the score of extrava- 
gance.| It is not unlikely that the representations of Pe Vries on 
his return to Fort Amsterdam induced this action of Van Twiller.§ 
In 1635 it was perhaps for the last time abandoned, of which some 
English colonists from Connecticut took advantage, but it appears 
they were all made prisoners, for although the Dutch bad deserted 
the fort, they had not the river. The prisoners, comprising some four- 
teen or fifteen persons, were brought to New York, and were taken 
by De Vries to Virginia. From this time the Dutch determined to 
maintain it, lest it should falljnto possession of the EnglisLj| It 
will therefore be seen that it was but thrice relinquished — between 
1625 and 1631—1633 and 1635— and in 1635. It 1638 it was still 
occupied, for in this year the Swedes, under Minuit, arrive and erect 
Fort Christina, near Wilmington ; not however vnthout protest from 
Jan Jansen Van Ilpendam, the Commissary at Fort Nassau.ir From 
this moment ceased, the peace that had hitherto prevailed upon the 
Delaware. 

The Dutch soon so severely felt the competition of the Swedes, 
who undersold them with the Indians, that in 1640** Governor Kieft 
declared their trade was ** entirely ruined," and found in 1639, that * 
although the fort was a heavy burden to the Company, " as regards 
garrison, provisions and the vessel," they dared not, owing to the 
presence of the Swedes, venture to reduce it.f f 

In 1642, Van Ilpendam still remained Commissary at the fort, 
which at this time was garrisoned by about twenty men. Some set- 



* The slaughter of the thirty-two colomBts left by De Vriea,— Hward, 26, N. T. 
-Hist. Coll. vol. i, N. S, p. 251. 

t Hazard, 85. % Hazard, 50. § Hazard, 84. 

I De Vries' Journal, Hazard's Anoals, 40. t Hazard, 45. 

♦* Hazard, 56. ft Hsncd, 60. 
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tiers from New Haven under Mr. Lamberton, a person conspicuous 
in the history of that colony^ again attempted a foothold on the 
Schuylkill. Dpendam is instructed to proceed with his two yachts if 
necessary^ and drive them off, which he did, and thus ended, at that 
time, further attempts by the English to achieve a settlement on our 
territory.* 

The erection of Fort Christina in 1638, had been a source of sad 
annoyance to the Dutch, but they were to be much more annoyed in 
1643, in the building of Fort Gottenburg by the Swedish Governor^ 
Printz. 

The disadvantageous position of Fort Nassau, so entirely command- 
ed, was thus made still more manifest, and was reluctantly maintained, 
although some years elapsed before finally abandoned.! 

Van Ilpendam, who had continued six years in his ofiice of Com- 
missary at the fort, appears in 1664 to have got into trouble, and was 
proceeded against by the Dutch Attorney General at New Amster- 
dam, for fraud in his ofiice.| The charges are not specified further 
tiian that " he defrauded the Company by paying the Indians a higher 
price than was usual.'' It was ordered he should be sent to Holland 
fpr trial, but the result does not appear. He died long prior to 1653.§ 
Hudde, a person of some ability, was despatched to Fort Nassau to 
investigate the conduct of Ilpendam, and he succeeded him as Com- 
missary, filling that ofiice until its abandonment. He found, he says^ 
tiie "magazine" or storehouse, "without any stock of goods, con- 
taining but two bales of Harlem cloth and two beaver skins. || Noth- 
ing of interest occurred from this time until the period of its destruc- 
tion in 1651. Some of the authorities give the date as 1650, but the 
evidence is in favor of 1651. Lindstrom, the Swedish engineer, 
writing in 1654 to Sweden, remarks that the fort had been entirely 
ruined and burned to the ground, by Renappi,1F an Indian friendly to 
the Swedes. It is not unlikely that Renappi, to gratify the Swe<les, 
burned such remnants as were above ground, and which the Dutch 
permitted to remain undisturbed.** 

Fort Casimir, built by Stuysesant at Newcastle, supplied the place 
of Nassau, and the Cannon and garrison were accordingly removed 
to the new fort It was now the turn of the Dutch to retaliate upon 
the Swedes, which they did by stopping vessels passing to Fort 

♦Hazard, 61. t Hazard, 70. t Hazard, 84. § Hazard, 136. 

IT Probably intended for the Lennappi. \ Hazard, 83. 

*♦ Swedish MSS. in Hist. Soc'y, Penn. 
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Christina.* The authorities at home were not^ however, prepared for 
the vigorous conduct of Stayvesant, and doubted the expediency of 
the removal, but much more reasonably the propriety of the name,^ 
which was more Swedish than Ddtch. The difficulty of deciding on 
a course of action at a distance from the scene of operation was il- 
lustrated in this case, for it must be conceded Stuyvesant acted with 
great sagacity. 

The most interesting question which now presents itself as con- 
nected with the history of Fort Nassau, is as to its exact position. In 
the hope of being able to discover this we were led to examine all the 
maps, the existence of which we could ascertain, embracing this por- 
tion of the continent. The following list is the result of our examin- 
ations, and so far as we know, is the first attempt at a complete cata- 
logue. We s^iall presently mention to what extent we have been 
enabled to fix the site of Nassau. 

The first map in the order of date with which wo have met, delin- 
eating this region of country, is that contained in De Laet,f entitled 
" Nova Anglia, Novum Belgium et Virginia." It is so vague however, 
that it does not give the names of any of our streams, and of those in- 
dicated, shows the direction of but one or two which empty into t]}e 
Delaware. 

The next is a map, which may be found in a very fine work, by Blaen, 
in four volumes, folio, containing maps, and a letter-press descrip- 
tion in the French. It is entitled *« Le Theatre Du Monde ou Nouvel 
Altas mis en lumiere par Guillaume Jean Blaen. Amsterdam, 
1645.'^ The map is contained in the 2d volume, and is described 
as " Nova Belgica et Anglica Nova.'' It is more minute in its topog- 
raphy, as regards New England and New York, than the Delaware, 
No streams are indicated as emptying into the Delaware within the 
limits of our territory. Seven however are represented in New York 
as flowing into it from the west, and the river is indicated as issuing 
from a vast lake in the country of the " Senneeaas." The " Minquas" 
are noted as occupying its western bank within our limits. The 
** Narraticons" the lower, and the " Aquanachuques'' the upper part 
of New Jersey. It appears to be a copy of De Laet. 

The next map is one printed in London, and dated 1651. It is 
extremely curious as relating to that most romantic subject of his- 

♦ Hazard, 126, 188. 

t Novus Orbis seu descriptionis Indiae Occidentales. Authore Joanne De Loet. 
Antwerp, 1683. Phil. Library, 361 FoL 
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torical controversy, the grant to Sir Edmund Ployden, of tbe 
Province of New Albion. The only copy we have ever seen, or 
of the existence of which we know, is that to which we refer.* It 
designates the {erritory on the .Delaware as ''Nova Albion,'^ and as* 
signs the western side to the Swedes, the eastern to the Dutch, under 
the titles, " Sweds Plantation" and " Holland Plantation." The follow- 
ing locah'ties are marked upon it, " Axion," '* Mont Ployden," ** Wan- 
teok," '' Eriwoms," but it is impossible to say whether it is intended 
they should be indicated as forts or settlements, and the geography 
of the map is so incorrect and unsatisfactory, that their actual posi- 
tion cannot be fixed. The following memorandum is engraved along 
the margin of the Delaware : '' This river the Lord Ployden hath a 
Patten of and calls New Albion, but the Sweedes are planted in and 
have a great trade in Furrs." 

The next map (in order of date) of the Delaware bay and river, 
and embracing merely their marginal territory, is a manuscript map, 
of 1654, twenty- seven inches long, by Peter Lindstrom, the Swedish 
engineer and which accompanied his description of the country. 
The original, a copy of which is in possession of the American Phil- 
osophical Society, is said still to remain among the Royal Ar- 
chives at Stockholm*! It is like all the subsequent maps, exceed- 
ingly inaccurate, though perhaps as reliable as the Dutch maps. The 
places and streams are designated in the Indian, and frequently in the 
French and Swedish languages. In some respects it is^ extremely 
valuable, as fixing the name of localities which could not otherwise 
have been ascertained. One may be mentioned in passing, that of 
Jacques Island, which is now Little Tinnicum Island, and which De 
Vries says was below Fort Nassau, but which a recent writer, proba- 
bly not having met with Lindstrom's map, and relying on that of Du 
Slmitiere, endeavors to show formed the site of the City of Camden. 
It does not, it is to be regretted, indicate the site of the fort ; perhaps 
because three years previously it had been destroyed. The small map 
published in the original edition of Campanius' New Sweden, and re- 
published in the Memoirs of Penn. Hist Boc'y, vol. iii, p. 86, is evi- 
dently, though not so minute, a careful reduction of Lindstrom. 

A map, entitled " Novi Belgii, Novaque AnglioB Necnon partis Vir- 
ginioe Tabula multis in locis, emendata A. Nicolao Joannis Visschero," 
and without date, is perhaps next in order. The only copy of this, of 

* In possesnon of Mr. John Cadwalader, of Philadelphia, 
t Campantns, p 11. 
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which we are aware« and which we have seen, is that in possession of 
the New York Historical Society. Mr. G. H. Moore, the very intel- 
ligent Librarian of that Society, is of the opinion that it was published 
about 1654* A copy, and which is therp referred to as the first Dutch 
map of the Delaware, was produced in the celebrated case of Penn 
against Lord Baltimore,* and was esteemed of much weight as estab- 
lishing a point in Mr. Penn's favor. One of the witnesses, who appears 
to have considered himself fortunate in having by accident purchased 
it at Leyden, supposes it to be of date prior to 1657, " as it calls Fort 
Casimir still so, and not New Armstel." It was very accurately re- 
engraved in 1833, by S. Converse, of New York. It is, however, 
vague, and out of all correctness of scale, but valuable as giving the 
relative position of places, and as the original from which nearly all 
the subsequent maps were implicitly copied. Du Simitiere, who in 
his MS. Collections, attempts a list of all the maps published, but who 
is not able to collect more than four or five, asserts this to be the first 
map of the Delaware. 

The next is that of Vanderdonck, published in part, in the Collec- 
tions of the New York Historical Society, vol. i. New Series; in 
Whitehead's East New Jersey ; and O'Callaghan's New Netherlands. 
Du Simitiere says it is a copy Vischer, a statement confirmed by the 
slightest examination. He also remarks that this map, with some little 
variation, accompanies a pamphlet entitled " Beschryvinge Van Nieu 
Nederlant, &;c. Amsterdam, 1656. 4to.f 

A map published iy Ogilby in his America, London, 1671, and in- 
scribed " Novi Belgii quod nunc Novi Jorck Vocatur, Novaque An- 
gli(B et partes VirginisB accruatisuma et Novissima Deliniatio,'' is per- 
haps the next in date. This is a most faithful copy of Vischer and 
■ Vanderdonck, delineating all the errors of those geographers, even to 
preserving the names of forts which had long since been changed, so 
that it is not a new and revised edition of the old map, but the old map 
recopied with all its inaccuracies. Montanus, in his America, pub- 
lished the same year, 1671, in Amsterdam, J inserts a copy of Ogilby's 
map, printed from Ogilby's plate. There are many other plates in 
Ogilby similar to those in Montanus, and one work appears in many 
respects to be an exact translation of the other. As they weie pub* 

♦ Breviat, pp. 87, 96. 

t Du Simitiere MSS., Phil. Lib., 1412. 4to. ' 

t De Kieuwe Onbekende Weenld of Beschrv^iiige Van Amorica, &c, Aniddas Ho&- 
tanus, Amsterdam, 1671. Logaman lib., Philad, 1022 F. 
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lished in the same year, it is not unlikely the plates were transferred 
from one city to the other by an arrangement of the printers. An ev- 
idence of enterprise rather marked at that early day. 

The next, and which we hav0 not seen, but which Du Simitiere says 
is a copy of Vischer, with some alterations in the courses of the branch- 
es of the Delaware, was published in Amsterdam, with the following 
title "Novi Belgii Novaque Necnon Pennsylvaniae multis locis emen- 
data a Justo Danckers." It has Philadelphia marked upon it, but he 
thinks it is an old map altered to meet sale. He afterwards remarks 
that Ogilby copied Danckers. As it will be perceived, he says, Danckers 
copied Yischer, and Ogilby is evidently also a copyist of Vischer, he 
may have been such through the medium of Danckers. Dancker's 
map appears to have been engraved after the foundation of Philadel- 
phia, but we think it is in this respect an old ^late retouched. 

Du Simitiere places next in order, the map published by Ottens^ 
which he says is of the same size as Vischer's and Dancker's. A copy^ 
is in the New York State Library, and is entitled " Totius Neo Belgii, 
Nova et accuratisima Tabula, Apud Reinier et Joshua Ottens.'' It 
has no date, but Du Simitiere, for several satisfactory reasons which 
he states, thinks it was originally published by the Dutch, after the 
surrender of New York to them in 1673. It is, however, a copy of 
Vischer, and as in the case of that in the N. Y. State Library, has 
Philadelphia marked upon it The plate has been retouched. 

The next it is clear, is after Vischer, and is to be found in the State 
Library. It has no date, but Philadelphia is markbd upon it, £nd is 
entitled *^ Edita Totius Novi Belgii in America, Septentrionaie siti de- 
lineatio cura et Sumptibqs Matthoei Sentteri.'^ 

There is another map without date, in the N. Y. State Library, 
copied however from Vischer. It is designated " Nova Anglia Sep- 
trionale America implantata : Anglon Colonus florentissipia : a Bap- 
tista Homerus. NorembergoB." And another by Seutter, which we 
have not seen, described as " Pennsylvania, Nova Jersey et New York, 
cum regionibus ad flumen Delaware in America sitis Nova Delineatione 
ob oculos posita per M, Scntterum." 

Du Simitiere, in his Manuscript Collections, has copied, or which 
is more likely, compiled a map, which he entitles *^ Caart van Nova 
Belgica, ofte Nieu Nederlandt mit Noort America." It has no date, 
and differs from all others, though Vanderdonck would appear to have 
been its basis. It assigns a position to Fort Nassau apparently near 
the mouth of Mantua creek, and opposite Fort Gottenburg, a location 
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ansustained by any authority, and opposed by all, and places Jacques 
Island at the site of Camden, when we hare the assertion of De Vries, 
who is supported by Lindstrom, that that island was below the fort 
Por these and other reason d we deem the map altogether unreliable. 

The last in the series is that by Arent Rogeveen, in 1675, which is 
a pilot's chart, with the soundings, <&c., and with many other maps is 
contained in a quarto volume, accompanied by printed instructions, in 
the possession of the New York Historical Society. It differs from 
all preceding maps, and although incorrect in the relative position it 
assigns to streams and places, is the first comparatively correct map 
of our bay and river. Rogeveen assigns Fort Nassau a position on 
the river midway Timber and Woodbury creeks, and in this respect 
follows Vischer. 

This we believe comprises a complete list, so far as our researches 
enable us to judge, of the early maps of the Delaware, and its territory, 
and it will be seen that with the exception of the chart by Rogeveen, 
and the Swedish map of Lindstrom, they are all faithful copies of each 
other, Vischer being the origiujal. • A fact which has not, as we are 
aware been shown before, and may not have been suspected, at least 
to the extent which we have proved. Every map, Rogeveen perhaps 
excepted, places the fort on the Delaware, between Timber and Wood- 
bury creeks, and unmistakeably designates Timmerkill as the present 
Timber creek. We cannot say at what date the name Timmerkill 
was anglicised into Timber kill or creek, probably at the arrival of the 
English. The earliest instance of the change, which we have sfeen, 
occurs in the Indian grant of 1677, where it is called Timber creek. 
(Trenton Rec* Lib., 3 No. 1, p. 4.) It was subsequently called Glou- 
cester river, but the old name was soon restored, and it has pretty 
generally retained it since, we trust never to be lost. Now this des- 
ignation by the maps must not be regarded as cumulative evidence, 
and although it proves that Fort Nassau was in the vicinity of Timber 
creek, we do not think that it might not have been immediately at the 
mouth or upon the borders of the creek. 

It will be borne in mind that the first map which mentions it, was 
published three years after its destruction. But whatever doubt may 
exist as to its exact site, the description of Acrelius, whose accuracy 
will not be questioned, irrespective of the maps, clearly shows it was in 
the vicinity of Timber creek, and that the Timmerkill of 1633, as 
mentioned by De Vries, is the Timber creek of 1853, having retained 
its original name longer than any other stream upon the Delaware. 
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The word "Timmer*' is of pure Dutch origin, and is from the verb 
timmeren, to build, or it may be an abbreviation of Timmer-man-kill, 
builder's creek. The circumstance that the word with a slight modi- 
fication is common to the Dutch, the Swedish, and the Anglo Saxon, 
timmer in the former, and timber in the latter, .meaning " to build,'* 
may have caused it to remain so long unchanged. Why this name 
was conferred we have no means of determining, but may it not have 
been because of the erection upon it of the trading house or Fort Nas- 
sau, the^r^ house built upon the Delaware, and long before the name 
of. Timmerkill could be appropriately applied to any other stream. 
Acrelius (p. 63) says it was in the Indian Tetamekanokz kill, and 
that the region was commonly called by the English, Gloucester, by 
the Dutch, Fort Nassau, and by the Indians, Arwames, Tekoke, 
Teckaacho, Hermaossing ; and in another place (p. 35) he speaks of 
" Fort Nassau where Gloucester is." 

The map of Lindstrom, though not so satisfactory as to the position 
of the stream, describes Timber creek, as Tetameckoncks, a slight 
variation in spelling from Acreliiis, and the region as Arwames, Quin- 
corening. Nor was the Indian name lost at the period of the settle- 
ment by the English, for the court of the county of Gloucester, on the 
28th of May, 1686, ordered that " a court be held one tyme at Ar- 
wames, alias Gloucester, and another tyme at Red BanL* (Rec. 
Court Sessions, Woodbury.) 

In order to a mote intelligent examination of the question of precise 
location, let us look at the geography of these creeks. Big Timber 
creek, which before its diminution by the cultivation of the country, 
was a powerful stream, larger than its immediate neighbors, navigable 
a considerable distance towards its source, and still navigable, forms 
with the adjacent shores and its sister, the Little Timber, once nairi- 
gable, but now shrunk to a small compass, a miniature and well shel- 
tered bay of about a quarter of a mile in width. 

As they approach they are separated by a tongue or strip of laxkd, 
and although we think it must be regarded as conclusive, that the fort 
was built in or near the mouth of Big or Little Timber creeks, we are 
aware thai there is no evidence fixing its exact location. Let us in* 
quire, however, whether, in the absence of positive proof, there are 
facts which would warrant the b^'lief, that it was more likely built at 

* The present Woodburv creek, so named after the original patentee in 1688, waa 
> also oalled Bed Bank creec, Long Harries ereek. (Revers Survejs, pp. 4A^ 68, Tmb- 
ton.) 
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the point, or somewhere along the margin of this tongue of land, 
rather than upon the lower bank of Big, or the upper bank of Little 
Umben And first, as a most important element in the consideration, 
we should ascertain the object for which Nassau Was erected. It is 
over and over again asserted by all the Dutch writers, that it was 
simply as a place of trade with the Indians. Every early fort erected 
by tiie Dutch was with reference to a trade for peltries. It is not to be 
denied that there are sites in the vicinity of Timber creeks, which from 
their more commanding position, any modern engineer would pro- 
nounce as preferable for defence against an European foe, to any po- 
sition Upon the creeks. And writers who overlook the avowed object 
of the Dutch, and Which they could not have accomplished but by 
iconvenience of access to the streams, haVe pointed but these other 
sites, as more likely to have been chosen. A more thorough examin- 
ation of the river might have induced them to have selected a stream 
larger than Timber creek, and when they discovered the advantagea 
of the Schuylkill, Hiej in 1633 erected Fort Beversrede, and seem to 
have regretted that tiiey had not in the fijst instance, chosen the west < 
instead of the east side of the river.* 

It has by some been supposed that Nassau may have been built to 
command the Schuylkill. The main object of die Dutch would, as 
shown here, been inconsistent with such an intention. Nor do we 
think they would have built Beversrede on the Schuylkill, if their pur- 
pose had been eflTected by Nassau. Hudde^ the Commissary of the 
latter, was in 1648 informed, and "upon inquiry found'' that the 
Swedes were carrying timber to build upon the Schuylkill. If it had 
commanded the Schuylkill, he would have seen and not been advised 
of the momements of the Dutch-f 

De Vries does assert the fort was one mile (or four English) from 
Gottenburg, which would have brought it to Maiitua creek, about five 
miles from Timber creek. It is more reasonable to suppose this an 
error in the print, as it is inconsistent in every respect with De Vries^ 
own statement. Hudde, in 1662,| ^even years after the destruction 
of the fort, speaks of " Mantes eomer," (Mantua creek) as " about 
httif a Wile," or two English miles, '^ below the destroyed Port Nassau." 
Ttes< ooireets De Vries, aiad riioW« It ccTuld not have been upon Man- 
tua creek, but^ould'biing It' to the neighborhood of Woodbury creek. 
We think' dmt Hudde tihould be entitled to< (he benefit 6f his 'better 

*=Vert<?ogh VtolTieuNederlatidjAc. N. Y.HiBt. Boc. Cdl 2dS.vol.ii,pt.2,a60. 
t Hazard Ann., 99. ' % Hfieard Ann., 11^ 
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knowledge, when as an occupant of the fort in 1646^he was likely 
to speak with more precision, and officially states that he purchased 
of the Indians, a piece of land which he describes as on the west shore, 
abont a mile distant from the fort to the north,* and which it is shown 
was the site of Philadelphia, just one Dutch, or four English miles due 
north of Timber creek. 

Although we do not place much reliance upon distance as given by 
the early authorities, from the necessary difficulty of correctly ascer- 
taining them, yet there is a piece of proof bearing upon the site of the 
fort, too remarkable to be disregarded. We refer to the courses and 
distances of the different reaches of the Dejaware, given by Lind- 
Strom, the Swedish engineer.f He designates the average direction 
of the different courses of the river, intending probably that the navi- 
gation should rely upon his soundings. The two points mentioned by 
him^ and which we are enabled accurately to fix, are Beaver Island 
and Fogelsand, or Vogelsand. The former was Chester Island, the 
latter a bar or shoal, which commenced about the lower boundary of 
Kensington, and stretched along the shore about the distance of six 
miles and a half to Bridesburg. Although, though much diminished, 
and not so formidable now, as when De Vries expressed his apprehen* 
sion of it, congratulating himself that through Providence he had es- 
caped it, it is yet visible between Richmond and Bridesburg. The dis- 
tance from Chester Island to Fort Nassau, according to Lindstrom, 
is two and a half Swedish miles, if such were meant, and as one 
Swedish is equal to six English, making fifteen miles. From Chester 
Island to Timber creek is twelve and a half miles, from the latter to 
the lower boundary of Kensington, about ^ve miles, and to Brides- 
burg, eleven miles and a half, according to the United States^ survey, 
that most admirable exhibition of the scientific skill of our country, 
and which for the first time accurately establishes the distances upon 

* Hazard's AnnaLs, 89. 

t " The first to be observed on approaching the mouth of the river and bay, is to 
steer N.N.W. for three miles^hen you arrive at the mouth; then W.S.W. nine miles. 
First point N.W by N. or N. W. three miles— Second, N. one and a halt— Third, in the 
bend, If .W. bv N. or N W. one and a half— Fourth, N.B. N.N.B., or a little more east- 
erly, two— Fifth, fresh water, E. or E. bv N., five. Then ftrrive at an island called 
Naratecomp, (probably Tompkin's Island) which keep to larboard, passing Naraticons 
north towards Beaver (Chester) Island, which keep to larboard, and ste^ E.N.E.a 
quarter. From Becuoer'a Isla/nd to Fort iVteaw, E.N JS two and a half. From that fort 
to Fogelsand, N.E., one and a half— East, one— B.E. and by N., six— N.B one and a half. 
To the Northwest is a large island to pass K.B. by E. three quarters— agam N.E. one 
and a half— E.S.B., one and a half— N.B. or E., one— strairfit to Sankhitans— E. by N. 
or N.E. to Sankitans Island, three— and from thence to Sankhitans may be half aa 
hours' walk.''— Swedish MS. in Penn. Hist Soc'y, translatod by Mr. Richard Seldener. 
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our river, and the character of its channel. The bearings however, 
as the slightesib examination of the map will show, leave no doubt as 
to the position of the fort. 

The direction of the river from Chester Island to Timber Creek, is 
very nearly straight, bearing an east northeast course, and the first abr 
rupt change is precisely opposite the mouth of Timber creek. Begin- 
ning in a northeast direction at Timber creek, as describe by him, it 
abruptly turns to the east at Kensington, so that if the distances do not 
correspond with present measurements, and for which discrepancy al- 
lowance should be made, there can be no mistake as to the bearings, for 
if we were unable to fix the points, the courses denoted by Lindstrom, 
in connection with the distances, correspond to no other portion of the 
river. We are aware that time in many places has much altered the 
channel ; to what extent previously to the coast survey, the want of 
reliable charts prevents us from deciding. Lindstrom, in his account, 
so ofter referred to by us, remarks that " by Avarmus the river again 
begins to deepen." Now it is a curious fact that the channeris deeper, 
except immediately oppposite some of the wharves of Philadelphia, for 
the space of about a mile between the city of Gloucester and the 
mouth of Timber creek, than at any other place north of Tinnicum 
Island, and for a greater distance than any point on the river. There 
is another map* of limited extent, apparently reliable, which shows a 
greater depth of water from the Timber creek, for the distance of a 
mile and three quarters below, than at any other place. 

The journal of De Vries, that most graphic, and accurate of Dutch 
navigators, is too interesting in its connection with the Fort to be 
overlooked. He visited the Delaware, for the second time, 1633, and 
gives a minute description of his adventures. He says on the 5th 
(January, 1633,) " Weighed anchor in the morning and sailed before 
the little Fort, where formerly some families of the West India Com- 
pany had dwelt, named Fort Nassau. Some Indians had assembled 
there and wished to barter skins ; but I desired to trade for their 
Turkish beans, because we had no goods to exchange for peltries, 
having given them away at Swanendal in order to make peace ; so 
that there were only two pieces of cloth and two kettles left, for 
which we wanted beans. The Indians, we observed, were very scru- 
pulous after that, and told us to haul in the Timmerkil. There was 
an Indian (woman) who was of the Sankitans, who told us we should 

* Hiirs Map often miles round.— 1809. 
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not haul entirely in the Kil^ as she knew that they wanted to make an 
attack upon us. Whereupon we told her that if she would tell us all 
the particulars of their designs we would give her a cloth dress ; as 
she did. And she confessed and told us that a sloop with Englishmen, 
was descending Count Ernest's river, and they had murdered the En- 
glish." 

" The 6th, we weighed anchor and laid to at the entrance of the 
Timmerkil. Made everything ready in order to see what the Indians 
would do. * * * On the 7th came a chief whom they call 
Sackema, from the Armewaminge, to whom we told our adventure. 
He said he had heard there had been on board a number, but he re- 
quested we should go further into Timmerkill with the yacht ; but as 
I already had a bad suspicion, I told my interpreter to ask why he 
would not bring his boats there. He answered that where we laid it* 
was too muddy and too flat to come on board, and likewise too cold 
to run through the mud. Then I told him that I would go again to 
the Fort, as it was hard and dry, for them to come on board ; with 
which he seemed to be perfectly satisfied. He then went again on 
shore, and said when we were lying near or by the Fort, he would 
come on board again. 

" The 8th — weighed anchor and went again before the Fort, when 
we saw that it was full of Indians, and still more and more coming. 
A canoe from the Fort came towards us, in which were nine chiefs. 
On 3d (February), the navigation being open, we hauled out of the 
Creek,* and sailed before Fort Nassau, where we had left the Indians, 
and saw no Indians. It commenced to freeze again^ and we hauled in 
one creek right over the Fort, as we were afraid if we got froze in 
there we might get into danger. When we had laid eight days in the 
creek, on account of the ice, there came a canoe with an old Indian 
and a squaw, and brought with him some maize and beans, for some 
of which we traded, but could not find what was the reason we did 
not see any more Indians. It appeared that he would not tell us. He 
seemed to be afraid, and went frequently on land and looked around 
about him, so that we perceived there was something to draw his at- 
tention there. We hauled out of the creek the next day, and went 
between the ice and the shore. * * The 11th, there came over 
the river from the Fort about 50 Indians, over the ice, with pieces of 
canoe, and came immediately towards the yacht, on board of which 

* De Vries sayp, a creek within a mile of Jacques Island, probably Schuylkill. 
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they could step from the boat. They spoke with as. They were 
Minquas, who lived above English Virginia, and came for war pur- 
poses. * * We resolved as the Spring tides commenced, to haul 
before the mouth of the creek, so that they could not get aboard of 
us and become our masters. Hauled out about 25 paces, but there 
was ^not water enough there. I spoke to the commander of the 
yacht to throw out some ballast, so as the yacht could lay afloat, but 
he could not prevail on the crew to do so. Then I ^ked them wheth- 
er they would rather be at the mercy of these barbarous men, than to 
throw some ballast overboard, lliey answered me that as we were 
in the river, our lives were at the mercy of the ice. I answered that 
God would help us, as he had long done so already. At last I told 
them that I had three bottles of brandy in my case, and would give 
them one when they had thrown the ballast overboard, and we would 
help one another. The yacht now being afioat, we drifted with the 
. ice, and with the latter part^ of the ebb about 1,000 paces below the 
creek, lying between two high flelds of ice, with the bow-sprit over 
the land.* The Indians came towards the yacht We stood eight of 
us on our arms." 

The 12th. " We kept them off, and they wanted to come on board 
by the bowsprit'* * * * De Vries was then driven by tide and 
ice up the river, and he remarks, " We, through the assistance of 
the Lord, got past Vogelsandt, as our greatest fear was at that place, 
and got with the flood to Schoone (handsome) Island.^f De Vries 
afterwards sailed past without stopping at the Fort, and did not at 
that time return to it. 

This narrative may make a different impression on different minds, 
and with us justifies the supposition that the Fort was upon or near the 
tongue of land, and at all events is conclusive that it was on Timber 
Creek. Some of the expressions are significant, and become more so, 
if we bear in mind the geography of the creek. If they entered the 
little bay formed by both creeks, and the Fort was on the tongue of 
land, they were, strictly speaking, in neither creek, and no words 

* From this it would appear that the vesael was drawn into a cove. (Tranalator.) 
t We are indebted for those portions of the loumal under the dates of 5th and 6th 
of January, to Mr. Murphy, of Brooklyn, who nas re-translated De Tries for publica- 
tion, not from the Du Sinutiere extracts, but from the original work. At the period 
of the first translation, published in 1841, bj the New York Historical Society, but 
one copy of De Yries was known to be in existence— that in the Royal Library at 
Dresden. For the rest of the extracts, which we believe have never before been pub- 
lished, we are indebted to Mr. D, L. Kurtz, who rendered them at our request fh>m the 
Du Simitiere MSS. 
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could be used with more propriety than that they " sailed before the 
Fort/' In this position they were invited to haul in the Kill, but weve 
cautioned by an Indian woman not to haul entirely in the Kill, from 
which we infer they were in the little bay, but not in either creek. 
Again, on the 3d of February, they hauled in *' one creek right otier 
the Fort" The phraseology is peculiar, and shows that if the Fort 
had been more than two miles distant, or midway between Big and 
Little Timber Creek, as the maps place it, De Vries, who is so careful 
in the choice of language, would not have used the expressfons he hap 
employed. , . • 

We would proceed to notice the discrepancies with which we have 
met, affecting the general question of position, but we think it will be 
found thej do not disturb the weight of authority. The first we 
would refer to, may be found in a valuable pamphlet by a gentleman 
who has collected many interesting particulars as to the Delaware, 
but who has been led into error with regard to the position of Nassau. 
Although at one place he observes that the Fort was *' erected on the 
eastern bank of the Delaware, a few miles below Coaquenaku, now 
Philadelphia," and that ** the place was called Tech^cho, and is in 
the vicinity of the town of Gloucester,*'* in which statement he is 
correct; yet he afterwards remarks, that De Vries (on his visit in 
1633) " passed up the river, now a cheerless solitude. Fort Nassau op- 
posite Coaquenaku and the Island Acquecanasua, having been for 
some time abandoned. Above Nassau, at the mouth of the Timmer- 
kill, now Cooper's Creek, was seated a tribe of Indians, who invited 
him to enter the stream."f It will be perceived He has inadvertently 
been misled in two respects ; having incorrectly rendered the word 
"to the Timmerkill," for "into the Timmerkill;" and as the Fort 
was below Gloucester, leading to the inference, as the only method of 
rconciling the difficulty, that the Timmerkill was above it, and must 
have been Cooper's Creek ; in which he has been followed by all 
those who have written since. We are, however, not aware of a isin- 
gle authority which states that Cooper's Creek, and which is so called 
in the very earliest surveys, was ever known as Timmerkill, while the 
whole we^ht of evidence is agaihst it ; or that the present Timber 
Creek was ever known among the Dutch by any other name than 
Timmerkill. The other misapprehension is with respect to the island 

* Sketches of the Primitive Settlements on the Delaware ; by James N. Barker, 
PhiU.,1829,p. 14. 
t Ibid, p. 18. • ^ 
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'* Acquecanasua," which, according to Lindstrom's map, is the pres- 
ent Petty's Island, and is at the mouth of Cooper's Creek, so that the 
Fort could not be opjosite this island without being at Cooper's 
Creek, which he calls the Timmerkill, and above the Fort ; a position 
which the writer evidently does not intend to assign it. 

It is questionable, however, whether until the visit of De Vries in 
1638, they knew much about the Schuylkill or river generally, and it 
is not improbable that as the region about Timber Creek was, accord- 
ing to modern discoveries and the writer's statements, more populous- 
ly settled by the natives than any point below it on the Jersey shore, 
it may have been selected on that account. It is doubtful, therefore, 
whether the expediency of a defence against a foreign invasion 'ever 
ofccui-red to them, for it was rfot until the advent of the Swedes, fif- 
teen years after the building of Nassau, that the necessity of defend- 
ing themselves against an European foe was felt ; nor was it until 
thirteen more years had elapsed, that they thought of building a fort 
as a means of defence against their rivals, and Nassau was abandon- 
ed, not because it did not command the river, but because it was, as 
Wfe have seen, commanded by the Swedish forts lower down the river. 
We know, however, that the Fort did command the river ; for in 1644, 
Van Ependam, its commissary, was directed to sink a New England 
vessel, if it attempted to pass, and the vessel was obliged to rettirn,* 
and its commissary Hudde, in 1647, fired over a Swedish barque which 
in passing refused to show its colors.f The tongue of land is the only 
spot immediately on both streams, and facing the river, which secured 
an uninterrupted sw§ep of the Delaware. We have, besides, the testi- 
mony of Lindstrom, Who in describing the country in 1654, says that 
** at Avarmus, where the Hollanders' fort formerly stood, the brush- 
wood on the shores makes the landing difficult" — a condition in which 
the Dutch found it, and in which it remained until the country was 
se*ttled, and a circumstance which of itself would render this tongue of 
land upon its margin a most advantageous point for the erection of a 
trading post, while the country was at the same time rendered inac- 
cessible except by water. Both the Dutch and Swedes, particularly 
the former, were a water people, and the value which they set upon 
the streams, " as avenues of trade with the Indians," continually ap^ 
pears in thie annals of both people. For example, in 1643 we findthfe 
Swedish Governor Printz, to counteract the effect of Fort Beversred© 

* Hazard's Annals, 80. t Hazttrd's Annals, 98. 
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^m the Schaylkill, (bailt for the purposes of trade with the Kingsessiog 
Indians,) employed the Dutch company's carpenter to erect on an " is- 
land/' about " gun-shot" within the borders of the Schuylkill, " «c- 
cured from the west by a creek, and on the south-east and east sides 
with under^tDOod and valley lands," another Fort ; and the authority 
;goes on to say *' this Fort cannot control the river (Delaware), but has 
the command over the whole creek, while this creek (the Schuylkill) is 
'the only remaining aVenue for trade with the Minquas, and without it 
•out it this river (the Delaware) is of little value/'* The Fort at the 
Eioerkill was built upon the creek at Lewes, and not on the Bay. Is 
not this confirmatory of the supposition that as thestreams, in' the 
erection of these posts, were regarded not only as a security against 
the Indians and others, but as the only means of communication with 
the interior, that spot would have been preferred, which, while com- 
manding the Delaware, commanded and was secured by both streams, 
(Wer that which was secured by and which commanded but one 
stream* 

If our designation of the location of Nassau is correct, although re- 
sembling it in miniature, it was not unlike that of Fort Amsterdam, 
facing as the latter did the Bay, and flanked as it was by the East 
and Nortii rivers. Many a more commanding position might have 
been chosen in the immediate vicinity of Manhattan, if the great ob- 
ject of the Dutch had not been trade with the Indians. 

The strip of land to which we refer as bounded by both creeks, is of 
an elevation with the banks of either stream, and beyqnd the reach of 
the tides. TKe place at which the ruins have been discovered, is im- 
mediately on the bank, and is at present entirely 'overflowed at high 
tide. With a distance of about forty yards on the upper, and one 
hundred on the lower, it is the point which best commands the river 
Delaware. The testimony is abundant, that the soil has to some ex- 
tent worn away, and it is said that a large portion of the bar, which 
formed the side of the Little Timber, and is now just above the level 
of low water, was once covered with wood. We do not assert that 

* Hazard's Annals, 77. 

t De Vries, in his journal, under date of the 13th and 19th October, 1643, thus re- 
fers to the Swedish fort Elsinburffh, near Salem : " 18th— Raised our anchor, sailed 
past Reed7 Island, and came nearly up to Bbv Greek, and there a fort was being erect- 
ed bv the Swedes, with three points. They fired on us that we should strike our flag. 
* * On the 19th, came again to the fort, where we again dropped anchor, and rowed 
ashore to the fwt, which was not yet finished, bein^ made triangular, with three 
points, close on the border of the riyer, and there lay six or eight metal cannon, of 12 
pounds. , 
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the ruins are those of the fort,* bat we 8h<>uld not forget the fact that 
the site has much altered in the coarse of two hundred and thirty 
years, and that building, if such it was, may once have been beyond 
the reach of the tide. We must also recollect that the Dutch were a 
people oif fixed notions, with little disposition to change, and accus- 
customed to build very near the jvater. 

* Since the above was written, through the kindness of Dr. X. S. Mulford, we riaited 
the spot in question, where we were met by Mr. William Hug^, Mr. Joshua Browning 
and Mr. John Redfield. Mr. Huffg stated tnat at or near the ^ace we designated (the 
tide being too high, the logs could not be seen,) were the remains of what he supposed 
to be an old wharf, and they were also known as such, although he had never neud 
thevihad been used as a wharl At first he indicated a spot nearer the present building, 
at the point where was once an old staging, and have long been facilities for landing. 
The distance, however, between the ppintS' is very small. He further stated he was 
sixty-eight years of age, and recollected as far back as 1798. His impression was. 
the structure was square, not angular as is the case with the remains, and was filled 
with stones ; did not know nor had he ever heard that there had been a waU within it^ 
an inner tier of logs— a store house attached — a flood gate at or near, or a road lead- 
ing to the spot. He remarked that within his memory the water had encroached some 
twenty or thirty feet, and that the remains could be rowed around in a boat. As it 
would be just possible to do this now, the discrepancy cannot be reconciled, except 
upon the supposition that the logs to which Mr. Hugg refers were much farther in the 
creek. 

Mr. Browning, the owner of the premises, said he recollected the spot since 1810, 
. that his father, who died in 1825, purchased the propnrty in 1805, and had never men- 
tioned the existence of any wharf; store house, or flood gate at, or road leading to the 
spot, and that his attention had been called to the remains in auestion, by Wr. Bed- 
field, who had discovered them. Mr. Redfield expressed himself convinced they were 
those of Fort Nassau. That he had lived all his life in the neighborhood, and had 
never heard of a wharf, store house, or flood gate at the spot, and that there was an 
ancient flood sate further up the creek. 

Mr. James Leman, whom the writer has seen since, stated he was eighty-two years 
old, commenced to sail out the creek in 1789, and has long been familiar with it He 
positively indicates the site of the logs as the position or a flood gate, which had its 
corresponding support on the sand point on the opposite side of Little Timber creek. 
, He said that the **^8and point" was covered with trees, and that a house was built 
upon it close to the flood gate; that the object of the gate was, in connection with a 
stone wall, which ran towards the "burnt cabin," to enclose a portion of the sand 
point as a meadow. At the time referred to, the^tes were in good order, and that 
he had often laid with his vessel within them. He thought the frame work of the 
logs was square, did not recollect a waU within it, nor a wharf or store house near it, 
or any where in the vicinity. 

Mr. Leman is not sustained as to a flood gate, which is said to have been further up 
the creek, nor is it possible to reconcile his statement with Mr. Hugg's for a flood gate 
In good repair, with a house attached, could hardly have so far perished in six years 
as to leave but a few logs. Such has been the difficulty of ascertaining the truth of 
facts of comparatively recent existence. It may be mentioned that the title papers of 
the property afibrd no evidence of a w%rf, store house, flood gate, or road; nor do 
the surveys or records at Trenton or Burlington, nor those of the Court at Woodbury. 
It appears by the latter, that a ferry at a very early day was established between Glou- 
cester and Wiccaco. Frequent reference is also made to the ferry at the mouHh of Tim- 
ber creek, but this we are informed by Judge Fisher of Wooabury, was applied to 



which somewhat minutely designates buildings in New Jersey, one is marked on the 
site of the present structure, on the point of kind between the two creeks, and which 
is the second or thir<^house at different times built on or near the spot, but no other 
building is noted in the immediate vicinity. 
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A remarkable instance of this^ and one bearing upon our inquiry, is 
that in 1633, ten years after the erection of Nassau, they built " upon 
KJUxl** on the Connecticut river, called by them " Versche," or "Fresh" 
river, and at the site of the present city of Hartford, near the mouth 
of Hartford Little river, the trading house or Fort "Van Goede 
Hoop,'' or " Huys de Hoop," the fort of " Good Hope," or " House 
of Hope," which they protected by two cannon.* Fort Nassau, the 
first Dutch fort built upon the North river was on account of its posi- 
tion swept away in 1617 by a flood.f 

Such are all the facts that we have been able to collect as to the 
history and position of Nassau. And^it should not be matter of sur- 
prise that we have been qnable to ascertain precisely where it was, 
but rather that we have been enabled to approach the truths It is not 
unlikely, that in the obscure recess of some European library, or 
among the dusty archives of some State paper office, there reposes 
aU the information -the curious would seek. The papers procured in 
Holland by Mr. Brodhead, and which are now in &e course of publi- 
cation through the enlightened liberality of the State of New York, 
may develop something, but if they do not, the spirit of research will 
ever lament the loss of what it seeks in those masses of mahoscript 
which that gentleman so properly deplores, but which he arrived too 
late to rescue. 



Note. Since this sketch was written we have met Mrs. Tamer 
Cook, aged 87, who in 1803 resided on the Delaware shore, at the 
mouth of Big Timber Creek. She says she has heard the Fort was 
on the south side of Big Timber Creek, (in this respect confirming the 
map,) and that the remains are still to be seen in a bank of earth, of 
horse-shoe form, which have been pointed out as those of Fort Nas- 
sau. And fiirther, that a number of Indian )*elics, and Dutch brick 

* Bongan^B Mem. : Collect. N. Y. Hist. Soc : 2d S. vol. ii, part Ist, 100. Vertoogh^ 
Ib.j ToL ii, part 2, pp. 276, 277. New Eng. (Jenealog. R., vol. vi, p. 868. De Vnes, 
Collect. N. Y. H. Soc. N. Y., vol. i, 1st ser. p. 260. 

t We were mistaken in supposinfi: that the dimensions ^ven onthe map in O'Calla- 
gjan's New New Netherlanos, the MS. of which was obtamed bv Mr. Brodhead at the 
Hague, (Jid not refer to Fort Nassau on the North river. Altbough we observed it 
bore dat« in 1616, we were led to believe from the manner in which the measurements 
WCT€ noti^il, and as the position of the fort does not appear to be given, that the mem- 
orandum was made subsequently to the preparation of the map, and referred to Fort 
Na^Mu un the Delaware. 
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with letters upon them, were found at different times on the spot That 
an Indian battle took place there^ and that she has seen remains dug 
np in the vidnity. On one occasion ihej were discovered in a sitting 
posture ; and on another with the head downwards, and resting upon 
a stone jar, handsomely sculptured with a bead in the edge. In the 
latter case the skeleton was discovered under a swing near her house, 
tiie bones becoming exposed by the wearing away of the soil. The tra- 
dition she had from a Mr. Cattel, who lived in the neighborhood, and 
died a great age. Some twenty -five years ago, I learn, some gentle- 
men visited the place and pronounced it to be-the site of the Fort, but 
whether from representations made to them at the time by the neigh- 
bors, or from exploration, or mere conjecture, cannot be ascertained. 
It is possible their expression of opinion may have been the only rea- 
son for supposing it to have been the location of the Fort, and have 
given rise to subsequent reports. This will need investigation. The 
elevation is immediately in the edge of the fast land, and on the mar- 
gin of whai is now meadow, but which was once overflowed, and is 
about 150 yards from the Delaware, and about 400 from Big Timber 
Creek. 

The spot commands the river, and may have been accessible to 
vessels. The word " redoubt" used to describe the Fort, may have 
more significance than we at first supposed. , If applicable at all to 
the remains discovered at the junction of the creek, it is certainly 
much more correctly so to those to which we now refer. The spot 
deserves and we hope vrill receive a. thorough examination. 
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Davidson, Rev. Dr., 7, 52, 68 ; paper read 

by, 101: Donation from, 182. 
Dayton, Hon. Wm. L., 51, 53. 
Dod, Rev. Stephen. Donation from, 66, 

79; thanks to, 69; letter from, 75. 
Dod, Rev. Wm., Paper read by, 165. 
Doane, Rt Rev. Bishop, 157 ; Donations 

from, 22, 65. 
Drake, Samuel G. Donations from, 55, 

182. 
Duar, Hon. Wm. A., 67. 
Duer, Denning. Donation fix)m, 163. 
Duryee, Peter S., 71, 101, 163. 

E 

Effistnere, Earl of, Donation from, 23. 
P 

F^rlee, Isaac G. Donation from, 111. 

Held, Richard S., 3, 6, 53, 70, 71; Paper 
read by, 7, 69. 

Fire Proof Building. Conimittee appoint- 
ed to obtain subscriptions for, 70 ; their 
report; 99. 

Folsom, Hon. Geo. Donation frt)m, 2, 20 ; 
Letter from, 8. 

Force, Peter. Donation from, 180, 

Fbrt Nas§au. Committee appointed to ex- 
amine supposed site, 100; Letter from 
£dward Armstronc^, respecting, 102; 
Report of Commit^e on, 157 ; History 
ana Location of, by Edward Armstrong, 
J85. 

Frazee, J. H. Donation from. 164. 

Frelinghuysen, Hon. The., Address deliv- 
ered by, 72, 85. 

FYench, B. F. Donations fr*om, 78, 82. 

G 

dflfbrd. Archer, 98, 99; Donation from, 

112. 
Cfillet, Rev. W. B. Donation from, 180. 
Goodman, H. H. Donation froili, 65. 
Goodman, H. H. Donation from, 107, 



Graham, Col. James D. Donation from, 

107. 
Green, Chief Justice, 71. 
Green, George. Letterfrom, 8; Donation 

fix)m, 21. 
Gregory, Dudley S., 70. 



Hatfield, Rev. Edwin J. Letter from, 78. 

Hale, Rev. George. Donation from, 107. 

Halsted, Caleb 0. Letter from, 72. 

Hayes, David A., 69 ; Donation from, 88. 

Hinman, R. R. Donations from, 182. 

Historical Societies. Their uses and ben- 
efits, by Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
LL. D., 85. 

Homblower, Hon. J. C, (President,) 7, 
51, 71. 

Houehton, George, S. Donation firom. 



Index to Colonial Pocuments, authorized 
to be published when complete, 66. 



Jackson, John P., 71, 165. 

Jackson, Charles T. Donation from, 22. 

Jacobus, Rev. M. W. Donations from, 

182. 
Jencks, T. R. Letter from, 73. 
" Jerseyman, A". 'Donations from. 111. 



Kendall, W. W. Donation from, 78. 
Kennedy, Joseph C. G. Donation from, 

79. 
King, Charles, 7, 70, 71 ; Dbnations from, 

82, 83. 
King, Hon. James G., 63, 70, 7 J, 101, 182; 

Donation from, 21. 



Lamb, Anthonv. Donation fix>m, 106. 

Lawrence, Robert, Obituary Notice of, 
1781, 77. 

Lawrence, Wm. Beach, 70; Letter from, 
101. 

Legislature, Application to, authorized, 53. 

Letters from Hon. Geo. Folsom, 8 ; Qeo. 
Green, 8 ; C. C. Rafn, Secretary Society 
Northern Antiquaries, 9, 166 ; James J. 
McCarter, 72; Caleb 0. Halsted, 72; 
Rev. E. J. Hatfield, 73 ; T. R. Jencks, 
73; Rev. Alexander Young, 74: Rev. 
Stephen Dod. 75; Hon. Wm. B. Law- 
rence, 101; Rev. Dr. Condit, 102; Ed- 
ward Armstong, 102; Rev. Richard 
Webster, 168. 
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Librarian, Reports of, 50, 65, 98, 154 ; au- 
thorized to procure Coins, 163. 

Loffanian Library, Trustees ot Donation 
from, 55. 

M 

McGarter, James J. Letter from, Y2. 

ifcliean, Ke^. D. V. Donation from, 110. 

Members elected Sept. 11th, 1851, 19 j 
Jan., 1852, 54 ; May, 1852, 84 ; Revision 
of list directed, 63 ; Sept., 1852, 112 ; 
Jan., 1853, 183, 

Messier, Rev. Dr., 7. 

Miller, Hon. J. W. Donation from, 112. 

Molleson, A. C. Donation from, 164. 

Morris, Robert. Letter from, written in 
1781, presented by Rev. G. Schenck, lO. 

Morris, Qovemor Lewis, Papers of, di- 
rected to be published, 3; published. 67. 

Mount Ployden, An Inquire into the loca- 
tion of, by Rev. George U. Schanck, 25. 

Murray, Rev. Dr., 61, 63, 68, 69. 70, 98, 
100, 101, 153, 165 ; Donations from, 82, 
83. 

N 

Nevius, Hon. Jas. S. Donation from, 100. 

Newark, Meetings at, 65 ; Common Coun- 
cil of, to be applied to for permission to 
publish Records, 69. 

New Brunswick, Meeting at, 97 ; History 
of First Presbyterian Church in, read 
by Rev. Dr. Davidson, 101. 

New England Hist. andGenealog. Society. 
Donation from, 20. 

New York Historical Society. Denation 
from, 107. 

Nichols, B. W. Donation from, 55. 



OflScers elected Jan. 1852, 52 ; Jan. 1853, 
162. 



Parker, Hon. James. Donation from, 180. 
Parker, Cortlandt, , Donation from, 180. 
Pennington, Dr. S. H., 70 : Donation from, 

23. 
Paterson, Rev. A. B. Donations from, 6, 

23. 
Pennsylvania Insurrection of 1794, by 

Rev. James Camahan, D. D., 113. 
Philadelphia Library Co. Donation from, 

54. 
Pond, Rev. Lewis. Donation from, 21. 
Princeton, Battle of. Paper on, read by 

Rev. Wm. Dod, 165. 
Proceedings at Somerville, 1 ; at Trenton, 

49, 150 J Newark, 65; at New Bruns- 
wick. 97. 
Proudfit, Rev. Dr., 6, 101. 



R 



Rafn, Charles C, Secretary of Society of 
Northern Antiquaries. Lettersi from, 9, 
166. 

Rankin, Rev. Henry V. Donation from, 
55." 

Regents of University of New York. Do- 
nations from, 19, 54, 78, 106. 

Revision of List of Members directed, 58 ; 
perfected, 67, 99. 

Robeson, Wm. P. Donation from, 164^ 
177. 

Rodgers, John. Donation from, 164. 

Redgers, Rev. R. E., 69, 165; Donation 
from, 88. 

Ross, Gideon. Donation from, 21. 

Reports of Corresponding Secretary, 1, 49, 
65, 97, 155; of Treasurer, 2, 50, 66, 98, 
164, 184; of Committee on Publications, 
2, 50, 67, 98; of Committee on Pur- 
chases, 8, 157; Committee on Monu* 
mental Inscriptions, 8; Committee on 
Nominations, 6, 62; of Executive Com- 
mittee, 49, 98, 154; of Librarian, 50, 66, 
98, 154: of Colonial Documents, 8, 51, 
66 ; of Committee on application to Leg- 
islature, 66; of Committee to revise 
List of Members, 67, 99 ; of Committee 
on Fire Proof Building, 99 ; of Commit- 
tee on Biographies, 51, 67, 98, 157. 



Schanck, Rev. G. 0. Paper read by, 7. 
Schenck, Rev. Wm. E. Donation from, 

82. 
Schenck, Rev. George G. Donation from, 

6. 
Scof s Model of Government. Copy of, 

presented, 163. 
Sherman, Rev. Mr., 7, 58. 
Smith, Dr. L. A., 6 ; Donations from, 82, 

-108. 
Smithsonian Institution. Donations from, 

20, 182. 
Somerville, Meeting at, 1. 
Sparks, Jared. Donations from, 82, 182. 
Starr, Rev. Samuel, 63. % 

Steams, Rev. J. F. Donation from, 22. 
SteveuE^ Henry. Resolution of thanks to, 

5. 



Tennent, Review of the trial of Rev. Wm., 

by Richard S Field, 80. 
Thompson, Alexander B. Donation from, 

21. 
Thompson, J. B. Donations from, 52, 164. 
Treasurer's Reports, 2, 50, 66. 
Trenton, Meeting at, in 1852, 49 ; in 1858, 

158. « 
Tucker, Isaac N. Donation from, 22. 
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Tucker. J. W. Donation fipom, 88. 
Turk, Dr. William. Resolution of thanks 
to, 165 ; Donations from, 180. 



United States. Donations from, 19, 20, 

78 J 106. 



Yattemare, Alexander. Donation from, 

78. 
Yanderpool, Beach. Donation from, 78. 
Yeghte, Miss Catharine. Resolution of 

thanks ta lOD; Donation from^07. 
Yirginia Historical Society. Donation 

from, 106. 

W 

Wall, James W. Donation from, 22. 



Washin^n's Religious Character dis- 

cussea, 7. 
Wayne, General Anthony, Letter from, to 

John Bryan, 1781, 177. 
Webster, Key. Richard. Donation firom, 

164, 169 ; Letter from, 168. 
Whitehead W. A., 58, 68, 99, 161, 165^ 

Donations from, 21, 55, 182; Report 

fi^m, on Belcher Papers, 155 ; Remarks 

of, upon Scot's Mod^ 168 : Papers read 

by, 7, 165. 
Wisconsin Historical Society. Donation 

from, 107. 



Yale College. Donations from LibrariaQ 
0^81. 

Young, Rer. Alexander, Secretary Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, 74. 

Youngs Men's Committee of liewark. Do- 
nation frx)m. 111. 
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CONTENTS OF VOL. HI. 

Ldmfs nf the Socifltj il Trenton, Ji^nimrj 20 ih^ 1 848. 
Liettei' from iJjimes Lugirn la Gdloutsi Uox^ Judei I71i^ rebitiTQ tO llie di?idlug lltlft 

of Jiaai ftiid West Jeiiioj. 
JoiimiiU iif Lieut Eb«nfi£er Elmer', (CoiUitmcd from Yd. IL) 
Pocet^ditiga iit K^wurk^ Jllav' ''^iith, ]8i^. 

Ltsttei'lVofO DuvidOgdtiu, Febniarjr 20tb, 1707, to the Clmumnts updcr Itid'mn 

Mei-KiMtr uf liev, Jamea Caldwell, by Rev> Klcholiia Murr&yi B. J), 
Bxirocr from a Dmr^ nf Sir, Juotib Spieert 1757. 

A. Biii^f AcciHiiit nr iLm sswcdisih MiiidioD in HacooQ attd Fentl'i Keok, br ^^^< 
Nieholus Collin, 0. 1>. 
troceedin^ nt PrinoeloD, September ii7tb^ 184S. » 

A BipgrwpUieaJ Skei4U of Ooveruor Willmai Franklitt, bf Willitm A. Whitehead, 
roeeeding^ uT IVeiitoii, Jtttmury 18th, 184y. 

Letter frrtiii Q<iverDor FrdDklin Ui hiti Fsitber, Dec. 2itb, 1774. 
Jouroul ut' Miyor WilU&n Uuold during no tiJtpeiiiliou mty Penasjlvfttila, 17H, 
Ipidex, 

CONTENTTS OF VOL. IV. 

^ocetKlitip of meclm^al Newnrk, Muy 17, Ifiif), 

Meanoir of (inverour Lewi:^ Murm, bj Hev, Robert DAvideoD, D. D, 

Con-SOS of Northsmiptoii, BurliM^ton c.oimtTr% I7\>y'^ 

X*ifli of Judges, Clerke^ Sberiifa, Surrogates and Attomeyi of S^ilein CWOtitf, from 

iibe aetileixiofit, 
Mismoir of Jobo Fonwick, Chief rropnetDr of Salem Tentb| bj Robert Q. John* 

( LGt-it»rsj fmm Wni. Strflhttu to David Hull, dE^^criblog the trial of John Wilkos, 

Prtietjodrtig^a of m^tiog ai Freehold, S^pttmbor, iy4y^. 

[ Stute of Relt^un m tho Provmeeji uf Emt and WcM Jor&ej in ITOO- 

Tlstt BiiUle of Monmouth Court House, by Chjirles Ktng^i Es^i- 

Lt-'ttei'S fitjtn Williuwi Peartree Sjjiiili to Elia* JJoudiDoL, 
[ProceediDga of meetio^ at Treutoo^ JiiEtuury 17, 1850, 

Letter tVom ttev. Daiil U^eOi Miissumary lo Hossok ooootj, July,, 1771* 

Leuse for a .year from Dame EUzuboth Carluret, to the Twdro Froprietcrrs, for 
East Jenity. 

The Aborigines of N«w Jerse/p by Anrber Gilfordj E^, 
Index, , , . _ 

CONTENTS OF VOL. V. 

Procoedtiif^ of meeting at Kewarb, ilny lf>tli, lS5o. 

Lyttcr of Mnjor-Otincrjil Uivroii E^lcuben to OlBcera of tbti New Jersey Line, July 

lUtb, ITHS, 
Tablpa of the Sittings of (hfi rroviucittl Assembliee, nntl names of members. 
Orileva of GenijralA Bchoyler and Sullivan to Colonel Junnthtui DaytoOj 1776* 
ProctiedioijH of nit-eting at Mtm'irttfsiru, September 12th, lb5iJ. 
The Kubben^iif the Trensuiy in 17(18 ; by W. A, WhitelK^ftd* 
Tho HoUuntitTfc^ in New Jersyy ; by Rev, Abrahfini Meealur, D* D» 
ProceedujgB of uit^^tiugat Treutoii, Jonnary S8d, IH&l. 

1\m Auiei ^'"M Cinunj iind ibo P^rlk lo wiiiob it has bi^ea exposed, by J. P. Brad" 

lev '■ 
Let >' JnReph ShLH'wrKwl, ProviotiaT Agent* 
Pro moeiiog aLKawarki, May 15th, laCi* 

•^htA n iitu Mujur F» Burbeiv 177n. 
Lt?t(er Irum Joseph Sbippi. ti» junior, 1762. 

SuKHjtiudB fjLHtk Correapofideiuje of WiUmm Akjcander, Earl of Stirilnif* 
l^dax, . ^ 
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PROSPECTUS, 

It beiDg the object of Ihe Historical Sooietj to make ttiia 
putllcation the means of diffusing iritL*resttug and valuable in- 
formatkiTij and not a source of profitj it is inttndcd that the 
quantity of matter sball io crease with tiio increast; of putronage, 
without any addition to the price. Each Dumber wiU con tin ue 
to contain ahoot fifty pa^es, t*etavo ; four numbers fbrming & 
Tolume of two hundred pugegij with paper oover^ title page and 
■index. 

Tesms. — One flolkr per volume, in arlvance ; and a copy will 
be sent gratis to any indivi<]ual procuring six subscribers, and 
forwarding the money therefor. Single numbers will he supplied 
lit thirty-seven and a half cents each. Subscriptions will be 
receiverl by any of the officers of the Socittyj or tb*^y can be for- 
warded through the Post Office (post paid) to either of the Scc- 
retaries, or to JVlr, James Rose, Treasiirer^ at the office of the 
Newark Daily Advertiser- 
Subscribers for the ensuing year^ and those already indtdrtedj 
are earoei^tly requested to forward their subscriptions without 
delay, — - 

or Mr, Ross can aho be obtained the Society's " Colleetions-'^ 
Voh I, contains '* Enst Jersey under the Proprietary Gov- 
ernments : a Narrative of Events connected with the Settlement 
and progress of the ProvincCj until the surrender of the Govern- 
ment to the Crown in 1702. Drawn principally ffom original 
sources : by William A, WurrEHHAD. With an Appendix, 
containing the model of the Govern futnt of East New Jtrsey in 
America, by George Scott, of Pitlocbies now firjsi reprinted frojn 
the original edition of 1685;'' pp- 353~price $2* 

Voh IL contains *' The Life of William Alexander, Earl of 
Stirling ; Major General in the Army of the United St/tteSj dur- 
ing the Revolutior, with Belcotions frgm his Correspondence j by 
his Grandson, Wixi.i Am Alexasfder DirEEyLL.D.5'' pp.284 — 
price $1* 

VoL IL contains ** The Provincial Courts of New Jersey, with 
Sketches of the Bench axtd Bar : by Richard S- Field,^' pp. 
324— price $1. 

VoL IV. contains ^^ The Papers of Lewis Morris, Governor 
of the Province of New Jcrsoy, from 1738 to 1T46 ;■ ' ^'^SSB — 
price $2* I 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IFTHJ S BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-REf EIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 
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